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RADIO INSURES PIX VALUES 





UNIONS RUINING 
U.S. LEGIT 
~ COWARD 


as 


St. Louis, Jan. 31. 

The end of the American theatre 
is threatened by high production 
costs. occasioned by the demands of 
organized. labor, according to Noel 
Cowatd, who stopped off here last 
week while on:his way to a vacash 
in the South Seas. Coward said the 
theatre in New York is in grave 
danger because the unions are mak- 
ing it extremely difficult and expen- 
sive to Fob mortg a play. Only a 
smash gives the. m ement a 
chance to show a profit, Coward 
added. ; 

‘A’ moderate success mé@ans red 
ink,’ Coward continued, ‘and it is im- 
possible to have enough’ dress re- 
heargals, >In England one can re- 
hearse for four or five weeks with 
scenery and everything; but nov here. 

‘I am all for good pay for every- 
body connected with the theatre, but 
the demands of the unions go too 
far. In New York the rehearsals of 
my revue, ‘Set to Music.’ cost $76,000 
and that was very little as things go 
now. An example of difference of 
costs in the United States and Eng- 
land can be noted in ‘Dear Octopus,’ 
& simple play with only three 
changes of scenery. It cost five 
times more to put it on in New York 


_ than in England. 


‘Ten or 15 years ago we -would 
have ‘had four or five shows on 
Broadway instead of one. When you 


‘get a manuscript that promises to be 


& moderate success, if not a hit, you 
ought to be able to try it out. Some- 
times if you have a chance to nurse 
a play like that along for a few 
weeks, it proves to be a success. But 
with business agents walking in and 


_ Taising hob because a man carries 


two chairs, instead of one, you just 
Can't take a chance.” _ 


Keith Vaude Out of Chi 
For Ist Time in History 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

Palace has given notice to stage- 
hands and musicians, and will go 
into straight picture policy in three 
weeks, with possibility of double 
features. 
sions will cut loop to three vaude 

Ouses and eliminate RKO Keith 
vaude from Chicago for the first time 
oo al the Keith-Orpheum | circuit 








Hopes for some sort of a vaude- 
Ville ‘revival’ have dwindled. Pres- 
ent playing time detailed on page 41. 


@meunties 





‘Rheumatic Troubadour’ 
Philadeiphia, Jan. 31. 
Henry Patrick, billed as ‘The Ro- 


‘Mantic Troubadour’ on commercials 
©n WFIL and WIP, currently has | 


e — for the title. 
etters received addressed him 
48 ‘Dear Rheumatic Troubadour.’ 





Campus Coolies 





San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

George Wahlgren, who has the 
ricksha concession at the Golden 
Gate Exposition, ‘can’t get any 
Chinese youths to haul the bug- 
gies at the Fair, which opens 
Feb: 18, The lads say it is coolie 
work. 

So Wahlgren has signed up 
some students from the Univer- 
sity of California and Stanford 
University. 


Food-Bar Tabs, 
New Gag to Cut 
Cafe Acts Com 


Many New York night clubs have 
developed a wrinkle to escape mini- 
mums set by the American Federa- 
tion of Actors by having acts sign 
tood and bar vouchers for amounts 
equaling the cut in scale salary, The 
scale set by the AFA is ostensibly 
maintained through acts collecting 
full salaries, minus tabs held by 
managements. ; ba 

Method is to present acts with the 
tab immediately upon being booked. 
or while booking is being negotiated. 
Agents are in many cases aware of 
the chisel, but accept it as a neces- 
sary evil, encouraging artists to sign 
anyway 

Vouchers are sometimes good. for 
food and liquor in amount specified. 
In that case managements still real- 
ize a orofit, However, in many 
other iristances it is an outright cut 
which isn’t returnable in any form. 


National Anthem’s 
Wide Song Plug In 
Public Amus. Places 


A wave of patriotism is sweeping 
the nation’s showplaces, though not 
officially inspired. ‘The Star-Span- 
gled Banner’ is growing in popu- 
larity in theatres and cabarets, re- 
mindful of the period just prior to 
and when America was in the World 
War. 

The trend has especially taken 
root on Broadway, with the Na- 
tional Anthem now an important 
part of several theatrical and caba- 
ret entertainments. “The American 

















| Way,’ Kaufman-Hart’s cavalcade at 


the Center in Radio City, ends with 
a flag-draped casket moved across 
stage augmented by a choral rendi- 
tion of ‘Star-Spangled Banner.’ 
Billy Rose’s Casa Manana has the 
National Anthem as the blowoff for 
its German Refugee afterpiece. Both 
the Paramount and the Strand the- 
atres on Broadway are throwing a 
patriotic reel on their screens at the 
beginning and end of each day’s 
performances. Newsreel houses also 
are flashing the nation’s standard 
and anthem at the finale of their 
programs. 

Warner Bros. made the patriotic 

(Continued on page 55) 


NULLYWOGD STARS 


Not Only .Guarantees. Long- 
evity but Stimulates Film 
Salaries—Edward G. Rob- 
inson’s Salary Boost Due 
to Radio Series — Went 
from $40,000 to $100,000 
Per Pic 


rs 


AIR YEN STRONG 





Regular affiliation with a commer- 
cial program:has begun to prove a 
potent asset for film names when it 
comes to remeasuring their value at 
the theatre boxoffice. Talent agents 
who have recently returned to New 
York from Hollywood, declare that 
the majority of the screen. luminar- 
ies are convinced that popularity 


{garnered through the home. loud- 


speaker not only’ reinforces ‘the 
standing of those in the upper brack- 
ets but serves as a mighty pusher- 
upper. for highrungers who have be- 
gun to slip, or for featured players. 

Various film stars literally hound 
their agents for radio dates, either 
permanent or guest. This is not 
alorie for the money immediately in- 
volved, but for the insurance value 
in Hollywood. Stars on the skids 
notably appreciate what a - ‘good 
break’ on radio means in _ re- 
viving the enthusiasm of-the notori- 
ously fickle film producers, directors 
and casting execs. Several female 
stars have been rescued from an al- 
most certain professional washup by 
the revitalizing influence of a radio 
connection. 

Hollywood's entire attitude toward 
radio has been drastically changed 
in the last two years so far as the 

(Continued on page 55) 


‘AVOID STRIKE, 
RADIO'S INTENT 


Up until going to press last 
night (Tuesday), frenzied last- 
minute efforts to stave off a 
nationwide performer _ strike 
against network commercial 
broadcasting continued behind 
closed doors. 

After an all-night huddie on 
Monday (30), representatives 
from the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the agency 
group (which has sponsor sanc- 
tion behind it) again went into 
powwow yesterday (Tuesday) 
afternoon, Site of the get-to- 
gether was the Biltmore hotel, 
N. Y¥., though pains had been 
taken to keep the meeting place 
a strict secret. 

The agency group patently 











(Continued on page 21) 








Not So Fair for N. Y. 





Not everyone in New York 
gleefully anticipates the com- 
ing World’s Fair. Clerks in the 
stores think it’s poison. First, 
bécause it means a tough sum- 
mer behind the counters, Sec- 
ond, because most of the. clerks 
are being~ compelled to take 
their vacations this month, rot- 
ten time for having fun on a 
small. budget. Hotel clerks and 
other hired hands are equally 
peeved for like reasons, 


Also it’s noticeable that there’s 
a surprising number of tenants 
who are anxious to sublet until 
October and duck the crowded 
city during the siege. 


$4,000,000 Gross 


So Far, Domestic, 
For Snow White’ 


‘Snow White’ has grossed $2,000,- 
000 in domestic rentals to date, ac- 
cording to sales information in RKO, 
while second biggest distribution 
business-getter for its owner, 20th- 
Fox, during the past year, ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ is now 
around $3,500,000, 


‘Band’ has already taken around 
$2,000,000 out of the foreign market 
and it is estimated will build to 
$2,500,000, while ‘Snow White’ has al- 
ready gone well over $2,000,000 
abroad. It should end at $3,000,000 
or better in the foreign markets and 
on world gross will be the biggest 
business-getter RKO has ever had. 
For 20th-Fox, ‘Band’ also will be the 
top world grosser of that company. 

There have been numerous repeats 
on ‘Snow White’ since it was first 
sent on national release and a fev 
on ‘Band,’ both of which are ex- 
pected to be frequently re-dated, 
especially ‘White,’ around holidays 
when kids are out of school. 

















Laemmle Would Evacuate 


His German Home Town 


Carl Laemmle, who gave much to 
his home town of Laupheim, Ger- 
many, prior to the Hitler regime, 
is now attempting to evacuate as 
many refugees from that spot as 
possible. The former film tycoon 
brought over four Thursday (26). 
All adults. 

Having signed the necessary af- 
fidavits of responsibility and put- 
ting up the essential cash bonds, 
Laemmle is not only bringing out 
relatives but others as well. His 
ambition assertedly is to bring every 
refugee out of Laupheim now living 





there. 





NEW LISTAE ' A Vote-Snaring Idea Via Television 
Strangely Intrigues D.C. Solons 


Washington, Jan. 31. 


Congress was quick to see the pos- 
sibilities of television when NBC last 
week set up its experimental plant 
at Washington to give the boys a 
peek. 

Remembering — the advantages 
which radio brought to the political 
campaign, the lawmakers are now 
pipedreaming of the days when fu- 
ture voters can be contacted by sight 
as well as sound. More than two- 
thirds of the entire House member- 
ship of 435 turned out for the free 
show—with several braving snow 
and rain at the mobile transmitter 
site to be televised arid introduced to 
an unseen audience by Announcer 
Gordon Hittenmark. 


Unusual interest in Washington’s 
first television show also shown by 
many other public figures who de- 
pend on speeches and public appear- 
ances for their jobs. 

Installed in the National Press 
Club, experimental RCA receiving 
sets gave approximately 4,000 gawk- 
ers their first glimpse of television 
between Friday (28) and Monday 
(30). Shows ran every 10 minutes 
from 11 a. m. to 3 p. m. each day and 
guests were whisked free of charge 
from the Press Club to the Agricul- 
ture Department, on whose grounds 
the two NBC mobile units were 
parked, for a gander at the cameras 
and transmitter, 


Unusual interest displayed in the 
performance and almost universal 
surprise at the clearness of the 
images. Some difficulty in sound re- 
ception, however, when a diathermy 
machine in the neighborhood of the 
Press Club sounded off. 


Affair was widely advertised by 
NBC, with engraved invitations sent 
out to Congressmen, Cabinet officers, 
diplomats, newspapermen, etc Each 
guest received a pink carnation with 
compliments of the network after 
leaving the show. 


Besides reaping rich rewards in 
publicity, NBC handed several cuffo 
ads to prominent Washington’ mer- 
chants who turned up at the Agricul- 
ture Dept. With approximately 260 
persons mugged over the weekend, 
Press Club look-and-listeners were 
treated to sales talks by automobile 
company officials, owners of large 
Washington department stores, etc., 
whenever the supply of Congress- 
men, public officials and newspaper- 
men ran out. 

Announcers Gordon Hittenmark, 
Bill Crago and Bryson Rash handled 
the broadcasts with Hittenmark and 
Crago showing the effects of the long 
vigil by the fourth day. 





Circus Men Start Young 


Owatonna, Minn., Jan. 31. 
Glenn J. Jarmes & Bailey Bros, 
railroad circus, wintering here, is 


co-headed by the world’s youngest - 


showmen, aged four and two years, 

Behind that ‘Bailey Eros.’ billing 
are Jimmy and Jackie Jarmes, sons 
of Glenn J. Jarmes, prez and g. 1. 
of the circus outfit. 
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Dramatists Collected $11,199,456 


~ For Film Rights i 


Figures to support the claim “Oe 
the present minimum basic agree- 
ment has not brought about a de- 
crease in Broadway production and 
has increased the amount of money 
from legit film sales are contained in 
a report this. week to 
Authors League of America mem- 
bers. Article is by George Middle- 
ton, Guild council member, and is 
contained in the January Authors 
League bulletin. 

Report states that the total coin 
collected from film sales by the 
Guild’s negotiator (Sidney Fleischer ) 
under both old and new basic agree- 
ments has amounted to $11,199,456.66. 
It concludes that the amount has not 
fallen off under the new agreement, 
since old plays are still being sold to 
pictures and that sales since the new 
agreement went into effect have to- 
taled $1,440,650, on which the authors 
received 60% (instead of 50%, as 
formerly.) Also claimed that such 
coin is now distributed immediately 
to author and manager instead of 
being collected by the manager and 
the author’s share paid at some sub- 





hating cont 
VCs we sae 





sequent time, as was previously the 
practice. 
Report argues that motion pic- | 
tures (particularly since the advent | 
of sound) have been ‘a major factor | 
in the decline of the road and the} 
disappearance of stock, both of 
which were once a lucrative source 
of income for authors. As evidence, 
it is pointed out that the Guild as- 
sessments on stock ($1 a week for | 
each play) fell from nearly $4,000 to 
practically nothing. Concludes ‘so 
the question remains whether the 
average income of a playwright was 
more or less than today, even with 
picture sales and secure contracts at 
a weekly Hollywood ‘scale.’ 
Problem of motion picture backing 
is described as ‘a simple one to state; 
difficult to resolve. The Guild does 


| Treasury’ s tax receipts from the 10% 


|month-to-month rise this -year but 





not want the American theatre to be 
exclusively picture-controlled so that 
a play without picture possipilities 
may have difficulty finding produc- 
tion elsewhere. It wishes. managers 
with private capital to be able to 
finance such plays under conditions 
which will enable them to do so 
equitably. All managers would not 
welcome picture money in the thea- 
tre under any unrestricted circum- 
stances; they, too, are sharply 
divided on this. 
Wants Highest Pic Price 


‘The Guild also wishes the highest 
price for its members’ picture rights, 
obtained through real competitive 
bidding. Failing that, the highest 
price, or other returns, depending on 
a value which can be freely estab- 
lished. Further, it wishes the 
author to have proper control over 
cast and direction. It wants the play 
honestly to be allowed to have its 
full legitimate stage life in New 











in Past 124 Years 
Hitchcock’s Duo for S.L 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Before ‘Gone With Wind’ is gone, 
David O. Selznick will start ‘Titanic’ 
with Aiired Hiichcock due in from | 
London within two months to di- 
rect. 

Briton will also pilot ‘Rebecca’ for 
Selznick, 
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NOV. AMUS. TAX 
INCOME TOPS 
FOR 1938 


Washington, Jan. 31. 


Fall upswing in film business kept 
on through November, and sent the 


admissions levy during December to 
the highest peak in 12 months. In- 
creasing patronage put $2;020,376 
into the Federal till, first time the 
total has hit the $2,000,000 mark 
since December, 1937. 

The December payments to the 
Government showed the = sixth 


the $35,249 gain over November was 
only one-tenth the jump over Octo- 
ber. Smallest of the half-dozen in- 
creases. 

On the year-to-year basis, the De- 
cember total was materially behind 
1937 and the Treasury’s books re- 
flected a slump in 10 of the 12 months 
of 1938. Drop below the same stan- 
za of prior year was $269,651, which 
was the largest difference during the 
entire annum. 

On the Treasury’s bookkeeping 
basis, the collections during calen- 
dar 1937 were off $1,312,697 but a 
little more than $1,200,000 better than 
in 1936. Mid-year turn of the busi- 
ness tide was evident, though, with 
the second-half collections running 
nearly $1,000,000 over the first six 
months. Last year the spread was 
almost $2,000,000 between the July- 
December and January-June totals. 








‘SEQUOIA’ ENCORE 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


A sequel to ‘Sequoia’ being 
whipped up at Metro. 

Beasties of the wild have lead 
roles, F 





SAILINGS 


Feb. 11 (New York to London) 





York and on the road. It does not 
want it withdrawn by the enforced 
release of a picture version of itself, 
as killing it as a stage proposi- 
ion 

Article refers only vaguely to the 
current negotiations for an agree- 
ment to bring about the return. of 
Hollywood financing. ‘For the first 
time, authors, managers and picture 
company re>resentatives happily are 
trying to find a just solution for all 
concerned by recognizing one an- 
other’s problems.” Also mentions 
somewhat inconclusively the grow- 
ing problem of television rights to 
written works. . 

For the first time, an official 
Authors League publication openly 
refers to the possibility of a ‘closed 
shop’ for all writers. States, ‘Out of 
his experience with the Dramatists 
Guild, in this writer’s opinion, an 
Authors League shop is not an im- 
possible goal. There is only one 
factor needed to bring it about or 
prevent it—the authors themselves.’ 

Article places the present mem- 
bership of the Guild at 565 active 
and 1,687 associate (latter become 
active, with the right to vote, on hav- 
ing a Broadway production of a play 
for three successive weeks). There 
are 66 British members, most of 
whom are associates. There were 
about 200 British members when the 
Guild was reorganized in 1926, 


British Tieup 
Regarding a tie-up with the) 
British Society, the report states 


that the ‘Guild would welcome a 
cormpulsory or reciprocal group 
membership and advisory commit- 
tees for even close cooperation.’ 
Many Guild members belong to the 
British Society, but there is no min- 
imum basic agreement in effect in 


* 


Cass, Owen and Topsy (Paris). 

Feb. 10 (New York to London) 
Benjamin Miggins, F. L. Harley, 
Murray Silverstone, Morris Helprin 
(Queen Mary). 

Feb. 4 (New York to London) 
Budd Rogers (Aquitania). 

Jan. 31 (South American Cruise) 
(J. H. Seidelman (Gripsholm). 

Jan. 28 (New York to London) 
Gracie Fields, Monty Banks, Donald 
Ettlinger, Carl Tunberg, Harry Parr- 
Davies, Eva Turner, Alexander 
Korda, Irving Asher, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Friedman, Jacques Irwin, 
Martin Licht, Argentinita, Pilar Lo- 
pez, Mr. and Mrs. Ogden Nash, 
Andre Mertens, Paul Vincent Car- 
roll, Sylvia Sanders (Champlain). 

Jan. 28 (London to New York) Abe 
Berman, Herbert Wilcox, Chester 
Hale, Nick Long, Jr., Madeleine Car- 
roll, Jan Kiepura, Marta Eggerth 
(Normandie), 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 





| $20,000, from 5 to 7%; 
|6 to 7%; $40,000, from 7 to 8%; $50,- 
| 000, remains at 8%, and all over $50,- 


Shelves Lamarr 


Wednesday, February 1, 1939 





CALIF.’S PROPOSED 
NEW INCOME TAX % 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 
Governor Olson recommended to 
the legislature a state budget of 
$557,163,355 for the 1939-41 bien- 
nium. In the new tax program is a 
proposed increase on incomes which 
are as follows: 
$4,000-$5,000, rate boosted from 
1 to 2%; $6,000 to $7,000 and $8,000, 
boosted from 2 to 3%; $9,000 and 
$14,688, boosted from 2 to 4%; $11. 
000, from 3 to 4%; $12,000 to $14,000, 
f.0om 3 to 5%; $15,000, from 3 to 6% 
$30,000, from 


0C9 would remain at the existing 
rates. 

Pari-mutuel horse racing license 
fees would be increased from the 
present flat rate of 4% of the money 
wager to a graduated percentage 
ranging from 4% to 7%, depending 
upon the amount of money handled. 
This increase is expected to yield 
an additional $2,000,000 per bien- 
nium. 

Corporation franchise tax will 
come in for adjustments and clos- 
ing of loopholes from 4 to 5%. 





What’s This, More Taxes? 
Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 

New 20% amusement tax bill, 
aimed chiefly at football games and 
horse races, was introduced by 
State Asemblyman Rodney Turner 
jn Sacramento. Bill does not affect 
admissions of 50c or less. 

Another bill, introduced by As- 
semblyman Ernest Voight, is direct- 
ed at the chain system in stores and 
theatres. It is a graduated tax, run- 
ning from $3 to $250, according to 
the number of units in the chain. 





Pic After 76 Days 
Of Rough Going 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Hedy Lamarr’s first picture on her 
home lot, ‘I Take This Woman,’ was 
shelved indefinitely by Metro after 
76 days of troublous shooting. Spen- 
cer Tracy, co-starring with actress, 
checked in yesterday (Monday) at 
20th-Fox to start work in ‘Stanley 
and Livingstone,’ 

Trouble has dogged “This Woman’ 
from the start. Josef von Sternberg, 
original director with ideas of his 
own, was displaced along with his 
ideas after a week’s shooting. Frank 
Borzage, who succeeded him, had to 
re-route the story and was further 
delayed by script problems and ill- 
ness in the cast. 

Miss Lamarr and Robert Tavlor 
are paired to go into ‘They Call It 
Glamour,’ yarn about a professional 
model. 


Warners’ Baseball Pic 


Hollywood, Jan, 31. 

Warners figures to cash in on base- 
ball’s 100th anniversary with a 
picture titled ‘Hit and Run,’ with 
Pat O’Brien and Wayne Morris top- 
ping the batting order. 

Big league clubs with spring train- 
ing camps in California will act as 
atmosphere. 














HATHAWAY ENDS IT 
Hoilywood, Jan. 31. 
Henry Hathaway gets the direct- 
ing job on “The End of the World,’ 
a Vina Delmar yarn bought by Para- 
mount a year ago. 
Charles Martin is treating the 





So. Cal.’s Fund Lift 


Los Angeles, Jan, 31. 

Film patrons of Southern Cali- 
contributed $33,396.54 to the infantile 
paralysis drive fund. Of this amount, 
$31,774.66 was turned in by Fox-Wesi 
Coast theatres, 

This year’s figures for the same 
district run almost 100% above the 
1938 collection. 


ACADEMY MAILS 
OUT 4,000 
BALLOTS 








Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
The Academy of M. P. Arts and 
Sciences has mailed out 4,000 ballots 
for nominations for annual achieve- 
ment awards in the motion picture 
field. First group to respond was the 
committee on art direction. Follow- 
ing productions have been named for 
consideration: 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB), ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(Selznick), ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ (20th), ‘Algiers’ (Wanger), 
‘Carefree’ (RKO), ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
(Samuel Goldwyn), ‘Holiday’ (Col.), 
‘If I Were King’ (Par), ‘Mad About 
Music’ (U), ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(M-G), ‘Merrily We Live’ (Roach). 
Committee is composed of Roland 
Anderson, Lionel Banks, Perry Fer- 
guson, Charles D. Hall, H. A. Horn- 
ing, Jack Otterson, Hans O. Peters, 
Bertsam Teitelbaum, Lyle Wheeler. 
Academy has ruled that commer- 
cials will not be accepted as eligibles 
in short subjects awards. Commit- 
tee handling nominations in this di- 
vision has already started viewing 
nominations, but winner will not be 
selected until a few days before the 
annual Academy banquet Feb. 23. 





Mayer’s Trainer’s Ranch 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 

Howard Oots, Kentucky horseman 
and newly appointed manager of the 
racing and breeding interests of 
Louis B. Mayer, has purchased the 
1,580-acre ranch near Yreka, but de- 
nied he was acting as Mayer’s agent 
in the deal. 

Oots said he purchased the ranch, 
which has a six-mile training track 
and 60 box stalls, on his own account 
and plans to breed and train horses 
there. 








Mayer Protests 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Louis B. Mayer does not care to be 
a stooge for race track press agents, 
even though he does own a stable of 
horses. Metro flacks filed a protest 
with L. A. sporting editors against 
the yarn that Mayer is trying to buy 
the Narragansett track in Rhode 
Island. 

Story, planted in the local papers 
by a freelance press agent, was that 
R. I. Taub, supposed to represent 
Narragansett stockholders, had been 
dickering with Mayer for a week. 
Metro exec says he never saw or 
talked with Taub. 





CATLETT, JR., TO WED 
Sacramento, Jan. 31. 
Richard Catlett, 25, adopted son of 
Walter Catlett, film comedian, this 
week filed notice of intention to 
marry Alexandra Romander, San 
Francisco department store cashier. 
Young Catlett is an advertising 





story, due to roll in March. 





Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bischoff, Mau- 
rice Eisenberg, Betja Milskaya, Max | 
Schmeling, Paul Makanovitski, Miss 
Siandstrom, Jean Francaix, Monte- 
verdi Singers, Edith Turnbull, Sam | 
Eckman, Jr., Madeline Carroll. 





London and consequently no Guild 
shop. 

Middleton, who wrote the article, 
was chairman of the committee 
which drew up the first minimum 
basic agreement and was Guild) 
president from 1927 to 1929. Ex- 
plained that the opinions expressed 
are his own, but that all data has 
been checked by the office staff and 
the motion picture negotiator. 








port runs 22 pages. 
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Other News of Interest to Films 





Radio strike crisis 


Hopper, Jessie Matthews 





British labor’s quota beef.......... 


Bob Burns’ brother......... rencue 


Radio reviews: John and Elaine Barrymore, Jesse L. Lasky, 
Frank Fay, Bert Lytell, Ben Bernie, Johnny Green, Hedda 


‘American Way’ capacity.......... 
Harry Bannister pays off old claim. 
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Franco Gov't Would be Liberal, Due 
To Need for Coin, Yank Cos. Believe 


ae 


Foreign department heads with 
American companies are watching 
developments in Spain closely to 
determine just what domination of 
the Spanish government by Franco 
and his forces would mean to the 
picture business. 


While it may be several weeks be- 
fore the scope of the Franco victory 
in Barcelona is fully determined, 
just how strongly fascist the new 
government would be should Franco 
ultimately gain control is not pre- 
dictable. Because of the insurgent 
tieup with Germany and Italy, there 
are those who see the possibility of 
a Rebel victory resulting in a restric- 
tive distribution alignment similar 
to that now effective in those coun- 
tries. 


Other American companies believe 
a liberal government in Spain is 
conceivable because of obvious need 
of revenues to replenish treasury 
coffers emptied by the conflict. Un- 
derstood that U. S.. distributors 
would not object strenuously to usual 
war taxes if uniformly applied be- 
cause it would open a market that 
has been more or less closed by the 
warfare. 


While American companies have 
attempted to maintain some sem- 
blance of their old exchange setups 
in Spain, distribution has been con- 
fined almost entirely to oldie fea- 
tures. The revenue that has come 
out has been negligible, with Ameri- 
can distributors carrying on at a 
loss in hopes of cessation of fighting. 


RADIO SERIES MAY 
WIND UP IN FILMS 


Lawrence Bearsan, adaptor of the 
Paul de Kruif series, ‘Men Against 
Death,’ for the Federal Theatre 
Radio Division, has an offer from 
Hollywood to aid in adapting the 
series for the screen. Query on 
ownership of rights to the books and 
other details was made through 
Walter Kane, Hollywood agent. 

Unnamed film company is said to 
be interested in transferring the 
medical dramas to the screen. FTRD 
received rights to their use gratis 
from the author. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Julian Blaustein. 
Nate Blumberg. 
Mort Blumenstock. 
Hugo Butler, 
Ralph Clark, Sr. 
Richard Condon, 
Jack Cummings, 
James Ellison, 
Don Ettlinger. 
Leon Fromkess, 
Edward Golden, 
John Huston, 
Henry Hathaway. 
Robert T. Kane. 
Milton Krims. 
Arthur Kemp. 
Johnny Murphy. 
Capt. Dennis F. O’Brien. 
Ernest Pagano. 
Edward C, Raftery. 
Roy Rowland. 
James Saphier, 
Dore Schary. 

Ed Schiller, 

S. S. Schneider, 
Gradwell Sears. 
Murray Silverstone. 
John Stone. 

Carl Tunberg. 
Minna Wallis. 
Walter Wanger. 
George W. Weeks. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Andre Algazy. 

Clark Andrews. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bischoff. 
J. Cheever Cowdin, 

Edna Ferber. 

Fran Frey. 

Robert M. Gillham. 
Edward Everett Horton. 
Sidney Howard. 

Ludvig Lawrence. 

Arthur Loew. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Loew. 
Lleanor Powell. 

Edward G. Robinsor. 
Leon Schlesinger. 

Joe Shea, 

Claire Trevor. 











John Hay Whitney. 
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1) S. INDIES NIX 
DISTRIB OFFER 
BY ITALY 


Although several independent pro- 
duction-distribution companies have 
been approached in New York dur- 
ing the last two weeks by the Italian 
envoy regarding possible shipment 
of product in Italy, no indie firm 
thus far has agreed to distribute 


under the new Italian monopoly de- 
cree. This was regarded in the trade 
as an obvious circuitious attempt to 
break down the solid front main- 
tained to date by U. S. major com- 
panies against the nationalization of 
film distribution in Italy. 

Monogram, Republic and Grand 
National are reported to have been 
those approached, and their refusals 
have been indicative of the coopera- 
tive spirit existing in U. S. currently 
on the Italian situation. 

Spokesmen for the indies ex- 
pressed doubt as to the amount of 
money they might receive or the 
merit of any guarantee once they be- 
gan shipping pictures into Italy. 

The majors pulled out of Italy 
Dec. 31 when the decree controlling 
all foreign distribution became ef- 
fective. They contended they were 
forced out by the terms of the de- 
cree, flat rental terms fixed by the 
Italian government making it un- 
profitable to operate in that country. 


Nazi Beef on M. of T.’s 
‘Refugee’ Short in Mont’l; 
French Put Ban On Also 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 

‘The Refugee,’ March of Time 
short, was pulled after showing at 
the Capitol several days last week, 
following complaints from Nazi 
sources received by the Board of 
Censors of the Province of Quebec 
that film was propaganda, Censors 
had o.k.’d film previously but took 
another gander following protests 
and then sent the short back to the 
theatre in time for regular showings. 

No further scissoring of “The Refu- 
gee’ reported aside from any dele- 
tions which may have been made 
prior granting of original okay. 














French Ban on ‘Refugee’ Pic 


Paris, Jan. 31. 
Orders from Foreign Minister 
Georges Bonnet are believed to have 
caused the ban of the March of Time 
film, ‘The Refugee,’ in France. Film 
was taken out of circulation in this 
Country last week. French authori- 
ties had attempted to delete objec- 
tionable portions of the film, accord- 
ing to Richard De Rochemont, Euro- 
pean manager for M. of T., but then 
notified him that the film could not 
shown in France, 
Picture deals with refugees from 
ermany, China and Spain, especial- 
from the first named, and also re- 
fers to Hitler, 
‘ in reason for the withdrawal of 
he film is believed to have been the 
80vernment’s desire to nix the possi- 
lity of increased popular sympathy 
or Spanish refugees with the show- 
of the film. 
qathout 1,100 theatres are showing 
ite film throughout Great Britain in 
Original form. 


Selwyn Shoves Off As 
M-G Producer with Pair 
F 


t Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
| , Edgar Selwyn, recently added to 
E . yt producer staff, makes his 

is week wi i 

| Tolling with two pictures 
PR ca to go is ‘Maiden Voyage,’ 
) Saturing Robert Young. Second is 
— ve Texas,’ with Dennis 

and Ruth H head 
"Spaced ussey ing 











Doping the Jubilee 


Plans for a Golden Jubilee 
celebration, in honor of 50 years 
of the motion picture in this 
country, probably will not be 
taken up by the industry until 
April or May. 

Idea would be to get the Gold- 
en Jubilee—patterned after the 
Greatest Picture Year idea, but 
executed in a different manner 
with a different setup—under 
way during the summer, with 
the actual campaign breaking 
just as the new season product 
is being released. 








Hearst’s Adv. Stunt 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Hearst’s L. A. Examiner is go- 
ing to town with a special edition 
on the Golden Jubilee of motion 
pictures, hitting the newsstands 
in March. Bally is being built 
up by a raid on studio publicity 
departments, followed by a mop- 
ping-up squad of ad salesmen. 
Campaign is patterned after 
the New Year’s drive of the L. A. 
Times, which put a fast one over 
on the Hearst men. 


BREN LEAVES 
ROACH, MAY 
JOIN RKO 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Milton Bren left Hal Roach last 
week after two and half years as 
executive vice-president in charge 
of production. A settlement has been 
effected on his contract, which had 
four years to run. Bren is nego- 
tiating for an RKO production berth. 

Vacated post is not being filled, as 
Roach is assuming those duties. 

All production halts for three 
months on the Hal Roach lot, after 
completion of ‘Capt. Fury’ about 
March 6. Letdown is the result of a 
switch in the production schedule, 
which advances ‘Water Gypsies’ to a 
spot on the current year’s sked and 
sets ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ back 
to the 1939-40 slate. 

‘Daughter’ was due to roll imme- 
diately after ‘Fury,’ but Murray Sil- 
verstone, United Artists operating 
head, pointed out that ‘Gypsies’ had 
already been sold in many spots. Pic- 
ture will require about 12 weeks of 
preparation before hitting the cam- 
eras, 


NOW IT’S FEB. 10 FOR 
THE RKO REORG OKAY 


Confirmation of the RKO reor- 
ganization plan will not take place 
at least until Feb. ‘0 it was de- 
cided last week by N. Y. Federal 
Judge William Bondy at a brief 
hearing at which John J. Stover, 
representing the chief opponent to 
the reorganization plan, sought an 
extension of date of confirmation. 
Judge Bondy has already set Feb. 4 
as the final day for withdrawals to 
consents to the plan. Col. Hamil- 
ton C. Rickaby, counsel for the Atlas 
Corp., principal proponents of the 
plan which was signed last week by 
the court, consented to an adjourn- 
ment of the next hearing from Feb. 
7 to Feb. 10 at 3:30 p. m. 

As one of the attorneys said, ‘It 
(the plan) will be confirmed at that 
time, but the Lord knows whr’ 
Stover will do.” Judge Bondy’s a.- 
titude in the matter is that every- 
body should have his say in the mat- 
ter and that he wished to make cer- 
tain on final confirmation in every 
proper way in order to avoid a pos- 
sible reversal on appeal. 

N. Y. Federal Judge William Bondy 
yesterday (Tuesday) authorized Irv- 
ing Trust Co., as trustee of the old 
RKO Corp., to engage the accounting 
firm of Price, Waterhouse & Co., to 
audit the books of the old concern 
for the fiscal year of 1938. 

The accountants are also hired to 
make a detailed report and consoli- 
dated statement of RKO and its sub- 
sids for that period. 
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D. C. SEES ‘CONSENT’ NE 








NEW ATT'Y GEN'L 
TO BAT THURS, 


Giving the Anti-Film Indus- 
try Monopoly Suit His 
Personal Attention — Not 
Superseding Thurman Ar- 
nold, However — Murphy 
Strong for the Indies 





TALENT SWAPPING 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Vital announcement concerning 
the Federal anti-trust suit against 
the majors is set for later this week, 
causing conjecture whether the bat- 
tling parties have reached some com- 
mon ground and strengthening ru- 
mors that a consent decree is not far 
off. Attorney General Frank Mur- 
phy is due to discuss the status of 
the unit at his Thursday (2) press 
conference. 

Personal supervision of the drive 
against the picture companies has 
been one of the first developments 
since Murphy took the helm .last 
New Year’s Day. Former Michigan 
governor is determined to crack 
down and insists upon sweeping re- 
lief for independent theatre owners. 

While not supplanting assistant at- 
torney general Thurman Arnold, the 
new cabinet member dived in en- 
thusiastically and has summoned a 
detachment of the industry lawyers 
to his sanctum for more direct con- 
ferences. Last week on his trip to 
New York he is understod to have 
talked with the Government staff as 
well as the defense battery in re- 
gard to the consent decree possibili- 
ties. 

With the D. of J. tight-lipped, ob- 
servers hear Murphy is hopeful of 
winning a compromise without ex- 
pensive courtroom forensics and de- 
spite the industry’s assertions it can- 
not yield the concessions demanded. 
Chief stumbling block is the divorce- 
ment issue, with Murphy insisting 
there must be relief for the indies 
from the competition of producer- 
controlled houses. 

An understanding is said to have 
been reached on one of the points 
which drew loud wails—swapping of 
talent. Details vague, but pipeline 
reports have the majors agreeing to 
change their habits in the way of 
loaning stars and directors. Govern- 
ment insists the eight principal stu- 
dios have so much raw material tied 
up that indie producers have been 
unable to get a toe-hold. 

The progress on the block-booking 
question is unknown here, although 
Murphy is represented as determined 
to get broadscale concessions for the 
benefit of the indies who have ap- 
plied strong pressure to him. Hinted 
he will not be satisfied with the pro- 
posals advanced by the committee 
working on the self-regulation plan. 


PATHE PROXIES SLOW, 
DELAYING RECAP PLAN 


Proxies of stockholders sought for 
approval on the revised capital set- 
up of Pathe Film are coming in 
slowly, according to check this week. 
Although only 662/3% of the total 
common stock is necessary to pass 
the revised capital plan, proxies 
thus far have appeared in disappoint- 
ing numbers, being even slower than 
when asked on the original liquida- 
tion plan, defeated because 80% to- 
tal was not obtained. 

Main point of Pathe Film recap 
plan is to make present corporation 
a holding company and set up a 
new corporation to handle the lab- 
oratory business. Some Pathe stcck- 
holders have indicated they did not 
consider the new plan as satisfying 
as the old, but admit its possibilities. 

Pathe owns about 66,000 shares of 
Monogram stock to date, this owner- 
ship assuring printing biz from 
Mono. Company also has option to 
buy an additional number of shares 
in Monogram. 











Silverstone in Hollywood Denies 
London Report That Teddy Carr's 
Quitting UA Abroad for Other Co. 





After All 





Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Gus Edwards has asked Uni- 
versal to drop the proposed title, 
‘After School Days,’ for its 
forthcoming Deanna Durbin pic- 
ture. 

Title, he declares, is too much 
like his own ‘School Days,’ sold 
to Warners for the screen. 


U DOUBLE A’S 13 
FILMS FROM 
6006 UP 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Heaviest feature program in years, 
calling for 24 major-budget pictures, 
was mapped out for the 1939-40 sea- 
son at Universal after a series of 
studio huddles headed by Nate 
Blumberg, president, and J. Cheever 
Cowdin, board chairman. 

Features are divided into two 
classes, 13 double-A’s, running from 
$600,000 up, and 11 A’s, budgeted 
around the $500,000 mark. Plan also 
calls for some 20 smaller budgeters, 
four serials and six westerns. 

New slate does not. include 
Danielle Darrieux, although the stu- 
dio has a large investment in ‘Rio,’ 
prepared with her in mind. French 
actress does not like Hollywood, and 
her husband, Henri Decoin, likes it 
even less. ‘Rio’ may be used as a 
starrer for Marlene Dietrich. 

Studio plans picture deals with 
top names, including Edward G. 
Robinson, Cary Grant, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., Irene Dunne and Charles 
Boyer, in addition to a number of 
leading directors. 


BALABAN AND OTHER 
PAR EXECS IN MIAMI 


Barney Balaban left Saturday (28) 
for Miami, purportedly on a vacation, 
and will not return to New York 
for three or four weeks, under 
plans. At the same time, J. B. G. 
Frawley, comptroller of exchanges, 
also went south. Stanton L. Griffis, 
recently back from Florida, where 
he holidayed on his yacht, may re- 
turn there before Balaban and Fraw- 
ley pull stakes. 

Two of Par’s largest operators, 
Marty Mullin and Sam Pinanski, now 
also in Miami, are expected to re- 
main abcut three weeks. Tracy Bar- 
ham, Par’s Ohio operator, reached 
New York Monday (30) to confer 
with Leon Netter and other h.o. the- 
atre executives. He comes in often 
for a few days at a time. 


Rep Likes ‘Conquest’ 
To Tune of $900,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Republic loosened the bankroll 
after early rushes of ‘Man of Con- 
quest’ and added $150,000 to the orig- 
inal budget of $750,000. 

Picture, starring Richard Dix with 
Gail Patrick in the femme lead, has 
another month before the cameras. 


Paul with Small 


Hollywood, Jdh. 31, 
Val Paul, former studio manager 
for Universal, joined Edward Small 
as production manager, succeeding 
Joe Nadel, resigned. 
First assignment is ‘The Man in 
the Iron Mask.’ 
































London, Jan. 31. 

Arthur W. Kelly may take over 
the sole managing directorship of 
the United Artists Corp., Ltd., Brite 
ish sales organization of the Ameri-« 
can UA, according to local inside. He 
may succeed Teddy Carr and George 
Archibald, present joint managing 
directors, who assumed complete 
control of British sales after Murray 
Silverstone’s elevation to general 
managership of the parent company 
and transfer to N. Y. headquarters. 

According to unofficial report, 
Carr is planning to resign his post 
and become sales head in England 
of another American major film 
company. Should Kelly succeed 
Carr, Archibald will most likely re- 
tain another UA post, possibly that 
of managing director of United Art- 
ists Export, Ltd. 

Kelly is awaiting arrival of Silver- 
stone in London, with latter sched- 
uled to sail from America on Feb. 10. 





Silverstone Says—— 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
When report from London regard- 


ing rumored resignation of Teddy: 


Carr was referred here to Murray 
Silverstone, he stated that he had 
not heard of Carr’s impending resig- 
nation and indicated that Carr’s con- 
tract was of indefinite duration. Carr 
would have to gtve one-year notice 
of any intention to resign. 

Silverstone expressed satisfaction 
with Carr’s ability and value to 
United Artists, and if Carr does 
leave UA :t will not be because of 
lack of effort on part of the com- 
pany to hold him. With regard to 
possibility of Kelly taking over the 
British managing directorship, Sil- 
verstone refused to credit the move, 
Kelly is the v.p. of UA in charge of 
foreign sales, 

Silverstone is remaining here for 
the time being to confer with John 
Hay Whitney, due here from New 
Orleans where his plane was 
grounded last Sunday (29). Purpose 
is a final conference with Whitney 
on renewal of Selznick-International 
releasing contract with UA, 
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Law's Readjusting Admissions 
To Encourage the Downtown B.0.; 


Nabes’ Quick Clearance a Factor 


Baltimore, Jan. 31. 

First slash in downtown admission 
prices in years takes effect here 
Thursday (2) when Loew’s Century 
will discontinue its stage shows and 
cut its scale to 25c. and 40c. after 
6 p.m. for the entire house. Chil- 
dren’s prices remain at 15c. Previous 
scale called for 35c., 40c. and 55c. Of 
other deluxers, Keith’s will follow 
suit, with the New and Stanley un- 
decided, and the combo Hipp deter- 
mined to stick to its present setup at 
66c. top. 

Discontinued stage shows at the 
Century were the latest of several ex- 
periments in this direction. Origi- 
nally essaying a combo policy utiliz- 
ing topflight flesh, house went into | 
straight picture policy after disa- | 
greement with local musical union 
anent scale. Maintained admission 
prices for straight pix and recently 
instituted new policy of half-hour 
state flashes employing 40-piece orch, 
set in at special scale approved by 
union in effort to make work for 
tecters. Latter no hype to b.o., how- 
ever. 

Announcement of lowered scale 
brought with it a statement that fol- 
lowing a survey made by Loew’s in 
other key cities, deluxers’ prices had 
to be brought closer to current nabe 
scales in order to bring back down- 
town the large numbers of stub hold- 
ers shopping strictly for price. Local 
subsequent runs maintain scale of 
15c. to 35c. at present, and they have 
expressed themselves as determined 
te stick to it in spite of current move. 
Feeling among other first-run exhibs 
is that best means of combating nabe 
inroads into their biz is not by price- 
cutting but rather by a stricter main- 
tenance of present 21-day interlude 
between deluxe and nabe showings. 





Certain situations, not only Loew’s, 
but other houses, have been known 
to waive protection and clearance al- 
most entirely so that the second runs, 
at considerably lesser scale, get pic- 
tures direct from their downtown (or 
loop) pre-releases. 

This has created a let’s-wait-’til-it- 
comes-around attitude in the nabes, 
especially with films clearing their 
first runs so fast. 

Small reduction in prices at scat- 
tered neighborhood theatres of 
Loew’s circuit is expected to be fol- 
lowed by a few readjustments in one 
or two RKO circuit theatres, but this 
regarded in the trade as entirely a 
minor New York City reallocation. 
No general revision of the scale 
dewmward in Manhattan or else- 
where in the east is anticipated. 

Changes made by Loew’s, an- 
nounced Jan. 27, to become effective 
Feb. 4, lowered prices 5c to 10¢ for 
weekends, and generally for early- 
bird shows, at the 175th St., the Rio, 
Sheridan, Alpine, Orental, 46th St., 
Coney Island, Boro Park and Kings 
theatres. Biggest changes were for 
last six named, when early-bird mat- 
inees trimmed in price for Sundays 
and holidays (up to 2 p. m.). 

Understood that it’s the desiré of 
circuit operators to bring starting 
prices more in line with Times 
Squaré competition and also to meet 
ceriain independent competition on 
early shows. One operator said that 
some theatres in his major circuit 
actually had been starting the day 
with prices higher than those 
charged by the Roxy and other mid- 
town cinemas at early-bird matinees. 

Experience of major circuits with 
early-bird prices has been that, al- 
though indies wanted them wiped 
out, when they were removed so as 
to conform with the scale for the 
full afternoon the majors found that 
there always was one independent 
who failed to eliminate his cut-rate 
earty scale. 


-Saenger’s 75 Houses’ 
Thurs. B.0. for Refugees 


All Saenger Theatres in Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana and Alabama set 
aside the full day’s receipts Thurs- 
day (26) for benefit of the Germezn 
refu<¢es. The circuit numbers 
around 75 theatres. Final tally not 
computed as yet. 

Recently the Interstate circuit, 
operating in Texas and Oklahoma, 
turned over a day’s grosses. to the 
same cause. 











Yachters Four Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Yacht Club Boys, recently reduced 
to three by the departure of Jimmy 
Kern, are four again with the addi- 
tion of Jimmy Craig. Other mem- 
bers are Billy Mann, Charlie Adler 
and George Kelly. Kern is now a 
Paramount writer. 

MCA has booked the quartet for 
tour of Interstate Theatre circuit, 
starting Feb. 25. 


Ritzes’ ‘Gorilla’ 
Jam with 20th: 








Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

The Ritz Bros. were suspended 
and their pay stopped on Monday 
(30) for refusing to accept roles in 
‘The Gorilla’ at 20th-Fox. It’s indi- 
cated that legal action will be taken 
by the studio and that the Ritzes 
will be held accountable for all 
losses due to their walkout. 


Screen version of the stage chill- 
er was written expressly for the 
Ritzes and may have to be shelved 
after preparations cost around $175,- 
000. Understood an executive order 
was issued at the studio to buy no 
more material for the Ritz freres. 
‘Gorilla’ is a B-budgeter, and the 
comedy trio is known to have balked 
at being taken off the A production 
roster. 


U.S. MAY REVIEW 
ND. DECISION 


Washington, Jan. 31. 
Ruling on the legality of the North 
Dakota film divorcement law appears 
probable following conditional grant- 
ing of Paramount’s petition for re- 
view of the lower tribunal decision 
holding the legislature has the right 
to prohibit producer ownership of 
theatres. In two appeals presented 
by Par and a pair of subsidiaries, 
the U. S. Supreme Court Monday 
(30) noted ‘probable jurisdiction.’ 
Up to the attorneys to convince 
the jurists that there is reason for 
Federal action. Failure to develop 
an appealable interest may cause the 
matter to be tossed out. 











Sleuthing M-G Again 
Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 
Uncle Sam’s investigators, seeking 
anti-trust violations in motion pic- 
ture distribution, moved temporar- 
ily into the Metro exchange after 
eyeing the Fox-West Coast books. 
Metro-is the spot where the G-men 
teed off in their investigation nearly 
a year ago. 





WB TO FIGHT BACK 


Reported Tired of Indie 
Exhibs’ Sniping 





Philly 





Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 


Plan sprung last week by Dave 
Shapiro, operator of the Admiral 
Theatre, to force better runs for his 
house by reducing admissions and 
then getting an injunction when re- 
fused film, came to a sudden end 
yesterday. He announced the sale 
of the house to Fred Gladdeck, son- 
in-law of Bob Lynch, manager of 
the Metro exchange here. 

Other exhibs who were pondering 
suits against Warner Bros. to obtain 
better runs were doing considerably 
more pondering after it was learned 


its attitude and fight back, since the 
influx of lawsuits would make it un- 





profitable to do otherwise. 


Balked at ‘B’ Pic 


that the circuit had decided to stiffen | 





Continental Cocktail 











By BILL HALLIGAN 

Oh, those good ole pre-1929, prohi- 
bition days when you had to go 
abroad to rea.ly enjoy a vin com- 
pris dinner. We were going along 
fine. Sleeping until noon, lunching 
with prime ministers of Europe and 
dining with the world’s great writers 
and dramatists. Supper with the 
town’s most attractive belles and 
bed at dawn without a care in the 
world. Then one day I walked over 
ito the American consul’s office and 
there was a letter from Eddie Bran- 
nick with a pass for the Polo 
|Grounds enclosed. I left Budapest 
that night. 





We had visited Charles Cochrane | 


| in London, seen Pauline Lord and 
| George Marion in ‘Anna Christie.’ 
| (I remember we took the three Brox 
| Sisters). We sat ina box. Then one 
night Ethelind Terry and I went 
dancing at the Grafton Galleries and 
we had seen the Prince of Wales. 
Make no mistake, the Prince had 
seen Ethel, too. Doubt if there was 
ever a more beautiful brunet. We 
had lunch at the Savage Club with 
Hannen Swaffer and one night we 
dined with George Kaufman and 
Paul Whiteman at Simpson’s on the 
Strand. Hugh Ford was along, too. 
He had just staged ‘Merton of the 
Movies,’ but the British couldn't 
make head or tail of the Kaufman 
satire on Hollywood. It was a dis- 
mal flop and we were sorry. 

We left New York with more bag- 
gage than Adolphe Menjou. As a 
matter of record, the stuff in the 
trunks were the costumes of ‘Ro- 
mance.’ Doris Keane had asked S. 
Jay Kaufman to lug the stuff over as 
she was going to do ‘Romance’ in 
London and wanted the costumes 
copied in Paris. When Doris got to 
Paris a few weeks later she had an 
attack of something or other and 
sent to America for a doctor. The 
medico took 10 days to make the 
trip and after taking one look at 
Doris ordered an operation the fol- 
lowing morning at the American 
Hospital in Neuilly. Doris grabbed 
a boat for London that night. We 
shoved off the next day for Vienna 
on the Orient Express and the fol- 
lowing night we were dining with 
Dr. Arthur Schnitzler in his garden 
in the Austrian capital. Schnitzler 
told us he got $400 for. the ‘Affairs 
of Anatole’ from a Hollywood pro- 
ducer and he was wary about letting 
any of his other works be filmed. 

Vienna was still suffering from the 
after-effects of the war so we pushed 
on to Budapest. We were just in 
time for the opening of Franz Le- 
har’s operetta, ‘The Yellow Jacket’ 


‘| (not to be confused with the Ben- 


rimo production). After the show 
Lehar played for us in a little back 
room of the Press Club over a seidel 
of beer and a glass of tokay. He 
told me he would come to America 
if he was assured that he would 
have an orchestra of 60 pieces. I 
thought it would be a great attrac- 
tion to have Lehar in the pit con- 
ducting the ‘Merry Widow’ and other 
Viennese operetta scores. He has 
never been to America. Like a lot 
of other dreams, it never came to 
pass. He was always talking about 
Willy Pogany. The kronen was 1,000 
to the dollar and we were having a 
hard time trying to spend over $5 a 
day, although we amazed Molnar 
with the size of the tips we bestowed 
on the Gypsy orchestra at the Jardin 
de Paris and the boys who played 
at Jarbeau’s in the Park late after- 
noons. 


Prime Minister’s car, with two men 
on the box, was always waiting to 
take us some place, so we didn’t miss 
a thing. S. Jay Kaufman had col- 
lected $3,000 in America for the re- 
lief of the Budapest Press Club and 
they were so grateful—and their 
hospitality is so wonderful anyway— 
that at times it was embarrassing. 


Dead Enders Chase 
DuPont frem ‘Kitchen’ 


bd Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Trouble with the Dead End Kids 
on the set at Warners caused E. A. 
DuPont to be removed from his 
| directorial job on ‘Hell’s Kitchen.’ 
|He was replaced by Lewis Seiler, 
who directed the Dead Enders in 
‘Crime School.’ 

Official explanation was that Du- 
,Pont had been taken ill. He had 
| been on the picture two weeks. 

DuPont checked off the lot Mon- 
day. WB studio announced he had 
finished out his term stipulated in 
his contract. 











We lived at the Gellert hotel on) 
the not too blue Danube and the. 
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Court Troubles Multiply for J. P 
Nick; Ouster and Injunction Suit 








Aim at Calif. Nazis 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 

Aiming at Nazi anti-Jewish propa- 
|ganda in California, Assemblyman 
| Jack Tenney, Los Angeles, intro- 
| duced a measure in the legislature 
preventing the publication or broad- 
|cast of any information tending to 
| incite ‘religious, color or race hatred.’ 

Exempting the publication of news 
as such and fixing an ‘intent’ clause 
to protect regular newspapers in the 
publication of news, Tenney aimed 
the bill at a pro-Nazi group which 
he said is becoming increasingly 
more active in California. 


Minority Loew 
Stockholder In 
An Appeal Move 


First attempt at an appeal from 
the recent decision by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Louis A. Valente in the 
stockholders’ suit against Loew’s, 
Inc., occurred yesterday (Tuesday). 
Attorneys for Max Pakula, of Brook- 
lyn, holder of 20 shares of preferred 
stock, asked leave to intervene in the 
case in order to enter a subsequent 
appeal from the judgment. Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora reserved decision 
on the request. The petitioner was 
not one of the original plaintiff 
stockholders. 

Plaintiff in the present action con- 
tends that the $500,000 in bonuses 
which Judge Valente ruled should 
be returned to the corporation by the 
five leading executives of Loew’s is 
much too small and should be jacked 
up to a much greater amount, al- 
though he does not specify what the 
amount should be. Emil K. Ellis, 
who handled the plaintiffs’ case at 
the trial of the action, has not indi- 
cated an appeal would be taken from 
the decision. In fact, the latter has 
indicated his clients are satisfied 
with Justice Valente’s decision so far 
as the return of the bonuses and the 
amount is concerned. 


Ellis Fees 


Emil K. Ellis and counsel asso- 
ciated with him in suit of 12 stock- 
holders of Loew’s, Inc., will file their 
applications for fees and allowances 
with Judge Valente some time this 
week. No specific amounts will be 
asked, counsel to leave this up to the 
court, based on findings of fact and 
law. 

The five defendants, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Louis B. Mayer, J. Robert 
Rubin, David Bernstein and estate 
of Irving Thalberg have not yet de- 
cided whether to comply with Jus- 
tice Valente’s decision ordering re- 
bates of over $500,000 to Loew’s, Inc., 
or to appeal the decision. Counsel 
for Loew’s, Inc., in the suit, Joseph 
M. Proskauer, is studying the de- 
cision and action of the five execu- 
tives will depend on his advice. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


RKO renewed Leigh Jason’s 
director ticket. 


Edward Norris inked player pact 
at 20th-Fox. 


20th-Fox picked up Joan Valerie’s 
player option. 

William B. Davidson signed two- 
picture deal at Warners. 

Mary Maguire’s player ticket re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox picked up Esther Brode- 
let’s player option. 

Dorothy Dearing’s player option 
hoisted by 20th-Fox. 

Paramount lifted Janet Waldo’s 
player ticket. 

John Litel’s option taken up by 
Warners. 

20th-Fox extended Amanda Duff's 
player pact one year. 

Joe C. Gilpin was signed as a pro- 
duction executive by Columbia. 

Universal took up Nan Grey’s op- 
tion, 
Universal signed Irene. Hervey to 
make two pictures annually for a 
term up to five years. 
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St. Louis, Jan. 3}, 

Court troubles are multiplying fop 
John P. Nick, v.p. of the ITASE and 
head of MPO Local No. 143, indicteg 
jointly with Edward M. Brady, State 
Legislator, on an extortion charge 
several weeks ago, and a new action 
filed in the local Circuit Court re. 
quires Nick, Clyde A. Weston, busj- 
ness agent of the local, and George 
E. Browne, prez of the IATSE., to ap- 
pear in court on Feb. 9 to defeng 
several charges. Nineteen members 
of the local, joint plaintiffs in the 
suit, ask that Nick, Weston and 
Browne be removed from contro] 
authority, supervision and operation 
of Local No. 143; an order for an 
election of officers under supervision 
of the Court, with voting restricted 
to those found by the Court to be 
bona fide members; appointment of 
a receiver to take charge of the lo. 
cal union’s affairs and assets, to re- 
ceive any funds due, and to recover 
from the defendants any funds found 
to have been appropriated by them 
and converted to their own use. 


The petition alleges that acts of 
the defendants have brought the 
union into public disrepute and put 
the plaintiffs in constant fear of their 
lives. The petition further alleges 
the defendants have converted to 
their own use assets of about $45,000 
belonging to the Projectionists’ Edu- 
cational Society, a benevolent cor- 
poration affiliated with the union, 
Members of the union also belong 
to the society and the plaintiffs 
claim a property right in the so- 
ciety’s assets. It is averred in the 
petition that the defendants control 
large sums in union dues, assess- 
ments and initiation and permit fees, 
without bond. It is currently re- 
ported that an annual collection of 
approximately $59,000 is made from 
dues and assessments. 


A further charge made in the pe- 
tition is that the defendants intimi- 
dated the plaintiffs and other mem- 
bers of the local by threats of bodily 
injury and threats of depriving them 
of their livelihood through tearing 
up their union cards. Additionally 
the petition alleges that on numerous 
occasions when the plaintiffs and 
others .attempted to assert their 
rights they were removed from the- 
atre jobs by the defendants ‘who 
brought into this jurisdiction and 
made members. undesirable _indi- 
viduals possessing police records, 
who have so conducted themselves 
as to require police intervention.’ 

Asserting, in the petition, that they 
were forced to acquiesce in acts of 
the defendants, the plaintiffs declare 
they did not really acquiesce but by 
reason of fear failed to act in de- 
fense of their rights. Nick and Wes- 
ton, according to the petition, have 
refused to permit an audit of the 
accounts, although the defendants 
had absolute charge of the books, 
property and business affairs. Nick 
and Weston are charged in the pe- 
tion, with having been guilty of 
such acts of misconduct as to bring 
these plaintiffs and Local No. 14 
and labor organizations in general 
into public disrepute and disfavor. 

The suit was filled by William 
Robinson, L. C. Chambers, J. G. 
Westermayer, E. Schober, Ben Hess, 
C. A. Reinhart, J. C. Chambers, W. J. 
Weaver, Osborne Reed Myers, 
Charles W. Miebe, Charles B. John- 
son, Harry G. Witte, Edward Sieg- 
fried, T. O. Savage, H. A. Deweetz, 
Al Gasser, Al Friedland, Robert 
Thomsen and George Pallme, 
Friday (27), and within a few hours 
Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oaklet 1* 
sued the order requiring the pres 
ence of Nick, Weston and Browne ® 
court. E 

Nick, suffering from arthritis that 
has settled in both knees, is at lib- 
erty on a $25,000 bond on the €* 
tortion charge, and has been com 
fined to his home for more than # 
month, Whether he will be able 
appear in court as skedded is pre 
lematical. 








Palestine Pic Plan 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

A film based on the present, civil 
strife in Palestine is to be produced 
this summer if plans of George L® 
han, owner of the Bayz theatre # 
Blackwell, materialize. Lahan h# 
other big business interests 1n 
southwest, 

He has announced that he has the 
completed story ready, has secU 
backing of $150,000 for the film, 
will leave for Hollywood in Mare 
to discuss production and distribu- 
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pet 











tion for the film. 
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Move to End Jurisdictional Fight 
Among the 1] Studio Labor Unions 





Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Move to end jurisdictional fights in 
studios has been undertaken by the 
unions, with Aubrey Blair of the 
Screen Actors Guild as arbitrator. 
Eleven crafts were represented at 
Monday’s peace meet. 

Studio technicians affiliated with 
the IATSE notified Pat Casey that 
the ‘organization considers the studio 
union basic agreement to be in full 
force and effect.’ This statement fol- 
lowed reports that the IATSE was 
withdrawing from the agreement. 





IA OK’s Local Autonomy 


Long battling for the local auton- 
omy enjoyed by other unions of 
which the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees is the 
parent organization, studio locals on 
the Coast in the future will be per- 
mitted to make their own agree- 
ments subject, as in all cases, to ap- 
proval of the IATSE. 

In the past, the IA itself has ne- 
gotiated all deals in the studios for 
the locals involved, as a signatory to 
the five-year studio basic agreement. 
These locals are the studio techni- 
cians, photographers, laboratory tech- 
nicians and sound technicians. Ruling 


‘of the IA during the convention of 


the American Federation of Labor to 
which George E. Browne is a dele- 
gate, was reached at a meeting of 
the IA executive board held also 
at Miami during the past week. AFL 
convensh goes another three days 
at Miami, Browne probzbly return- 
ing to New York early next week. 


Agreement to let the four studio 
locals of the IA do their own bar- 
gaining with the film plants is not 
likely to remove the IA from the 
annual negotiations over studio 
workers in which the IA, the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, Car- 
penters and others figure in deter- 
mining scales and conditions for the 
coming year; although the procedure 
will undoubtedly be changed in that 
the IA will sit in as a single rep- 
resenting agency for all the locals 
involved, subject to latter’s desires. 


The stage hands and operators in 
Los Angeles and Hollywood are sep- 
arate and distinct from the other 
four locals there. They negotiate 
their own deals. Under the IA rules, 
if a local breaks a contract or in 
other ways violates regulations, the 
IA may revoke the charter of such 
a local. It could continue the local 
itself or it could form a new one. 





Boys from Syracuse 
Chain to Lecture At 
Local U. on Theatres 


af Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 31. 

Film house operations will go aca- 
demic in Syracuse next week with 
inaugural of a new course in prac- 
tical moving picture theatre man- 
agement by Syracuse University. 
Brainchild of Harry Unterfort, man- 
ager of Keith’s here, the stunt prom- 
ises not only to provide good bally- 
hoo for the Schine chain, operators 
of 135 houses in the east, but as a 
training ground for a number of col- 
lege Jads anxious to get on ground 
floor of theatre management. 


In addition to absorbing theories 





in the classroom, students enrolled | 


in the course will observe practical 
Operations in the Schine outfit’s four 
houses in Syracuse, using them as a 
laboratory and for field studies. 
_Lectures in the course, organiza- 
tion of which has been aided by Gus 
mpe, city Schine manager, will be 
elivered by men from the executive 





Studios’ IA Worry 





Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Following the election of Sam- 
uel Goldwyn to membership in 
the Producers Association Mon- 
day (30) night, studio heads 
studied for several hours the 
IATSE’s announced withdrawal 
from the studio basic agreement. 
Legal opinion is being sought on 
what effect such action will have 
on agreements between pro- 
ducers and studio unions. 

There is some talk about deal- 
ing directly with various locals. 


U TRAILERIZING 
THE LATIN 
MARKET 


Idea of staging previews of new 
product in each large port visited 
will be launched by. Joe Seidelman, 
v.p. in charge of foreign sales for 
Universal, on his 60-day swing 
through South America which he be- 
gan yesterday (Tuesday). He sailed 
with special facilities and equipment 
arranged for these showings on board 
the boat. It is Siedelman’s idea of 
developing interest for U product in 
Latin-American market, and pre- 
sumed it will be followed by similar 
projects by other major companies. 

Seidelman is carrying a_ special 
three-reel print (in Spanish) consist- 
ing of scenes from the new Durbin, 
Crosby, Jackie Cooper-Bartholemew, 
Fields-Bergen-McCarthy and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ pictures. Several stars talk in 
Spanish. Special reel also contains 
announcement of new Irene Dunne 
production and fact that Charles 
Boyer will play opposite Miss Dur- 
bin in her subsequent vehicle. In ad- 
dition there will be a trailer on ‘The 
Mikado’ previewed, with prolog in 
Spanish. Also announcement of 
Universal’s Spanish program, with 
trailer on first film finished. 














FLEISCHER-DISNEY RACE 


‘Gulliver’ vs. ‘Pinnochio’—May Be 
Released Together 








A race is threatened between Max 
Fleischer and Walt Disney in get- 
ting to the market with their re- 
spective cartoon features, ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’ and ‘Pinnochio.’ Present in- 
dications are that neither picture 
will be ready for release until No- 
vember or December. 

Fleischer is at work on ‘Travels’ 
at his new studio in Miami, while 
Disney is under way with ‘Pinno- 
chio’ on the Coast. Former will re- 
lease through Paramount, while Dis- 
ney’s pen-and-ink feature goes out 
through RKO, distributor of his 
‘Snow White.’ 

All of Fleischer’s cartoon opera- 
tions are now concentrated in his 
new Miami plant, with Popeye and 
other cartoon shorts all being turned 
out there. Recently Paramount sent 
Howard Hampton down there to han- 
dle publicity and exploitation for 
Fleischer. 


Sued Actor Sues Agent 


Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 
Claud Allister entered a counter- 











Tanks of Schine enterprise and at 
Completion of year’s studies they 
Will interview best students with | 
View to giving them start in their 
Chain-gang, 

Scheduled lecturers are J. M. 
Schine, L. W. Schine, George Lynch, 
John May, Unterfort and Lampe of 
the Schine organization, and Fred | 


Myers, RKO, and Sidney Samson, | 
Fox. 


claim in answer to $12,825 commis- 


/sion suit filed by Thelma Weisser, 


agent, in superior court. Actor 
charges agent with collecting fees in 
excess of 10% on ‘pretense of paying 
off additional monies to unnamed 
persons in a studio casting depart- 
ment.’ 


Allister asks the court to declare | 


him within his rights in dismissing 
the agency on Feb. 18, 1938. 


HEARING SLATED 
FORLA., FEB. 13 


Wagner Act Violations 
Charged to Major Studios 
—U. S. May Compel Ne- 
gotiations with Unions 





_—_—_ 


COERCION CHARGES 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Serious indictment of 10 Holly- 
wood studios on charges of Wagner 
Act violations last week reopened 
the tiff between major producers and 
the Screen Writers Guild. Next 
move in the union trouble will be 
a hearing in Los Angeles, Feb. 13, 
on which the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board will gather evidence 
that will determine whether a for- 
mal order is issued compelling the 
companies to negotiate with the 
union, 

Refusal to bargain was charged 
against Paramount, RKO, Loew’s 
(M-G), 20th Century-Fox, Columbia, 
Universal, Selznick, Goldwyn and 
Roach, following analysis of com- 
plaints from the Guild. Board last 
August certified SWG as bargaining 
agent for scribblers at these and 
three other studios. 

A mass of accusations was con- 
tained in the citation, with varying 
offenses charged against different 
defendants. General allegation was 
all of the studios ‘interfered with, 
restrained, and coerced ... employ- 
ees in the exercise of their rights’ 

(Continued on page 18) 


Geo. Burns’ 1-Yr. 


Sentence; $17,000 
Fines; Smuggling 


Federal Judge William Bondy im- 
posed a fine of $8,000 and a sus- 
pended sentence of a year and a day 
on George (Nat) Burns yesterday 
(Tuesday) in Federal Court, N. Y., 
on the alleged smuggling indictment 
involving less than $5,090 worth of 
diamond studded jewelry into the 
United States. Burns had already 
paid civil penalties amounting to 
$9,770 in addition, it was disclosed. 
This brings his monetary penalties 
to $17,770 on items totaling less than 
$5,000. 

Judge Bondy suspended the prison 





havior, and Burns was put on proba- 
tion for the duration of the term. 
He got 10 days in which to pay the 
fine. 

Burns’ plea for leniency, made 
through his attorney, Carl Newton, 
was based on the fact that the actor 
had cooperated with the Govern- 
ment investigation since its incep- 
tion. Assistant United States At- 
torney Joseph Delaney had origi- 
nally recommended a fine of $12,000. 

Comedian, it was announced, 
would be available as a witness in 
‘another’ impending trial, growing 
out of the smuggling activities of 
Albert N. Chaperau. This was taken 
to mean the trial of Jack Berny, 
who comes up on like charges | 
Feb. 14. 

Burns arrived in New York yes- | 
terday (Tuesday) after the $lane | 
he boarded on the Coast was. 
grounded in Chicago by snowstorms | 


; and forced his transfer to rails. He | 


avoided interviews after the case 
was cleared. 





‘Liberty’ Budget Upped 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Budget for Warners’ patriotic 
short, ‘Sons of Liberty,’ was uppec 
to $60,000, highest of the series. 





and Donald Crisp. 





sentence on a promise of good be- |day) for an extended confab at the 


CITES 10 STUDIOS 


Fight Over Licensing Film-Radio 
Agents Before Cal. Gen'l Assembly: 
Would Make SAG the Arbitrators 





Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Fight over licensing of film and 
radio agents was taken to the Cali- 
fornia General Assembly this week, 
with drafting of a bill by the Screen 
Actors Guild taking arbitration of 
disputes involving private employ- 
ment agencies out of the hands of 
the State Labor Commission. Amend- 
ment takes ‘must’ on arbitration out 
of Labor Code, paving way for the 
SAG to handle any disputes that 
may arise after bookers are placed 
on franchise basis, 

Strategic move by Laurence W. 


20TH SELLING 
GBS ‘LADY ON 
OWN PROGRAM 


- 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Plan of 20th Century-Fox to feed 
in Gaumont-British’s ‘The Lady Van- 
ishes’ as part of its own 1938-39 con- 
tract is raising a mild rumpus among 

exhibs in spots where 20th and G-B 
compete. Mixup results from G-B 
shuttering its distribution offices here 
and turning over booking and dis- 
tribbing to 20th. Under terms of the 
20th contract, it has the privilege of 
delivering four foreign-mades, and 
is taking advantage of this to use 
‘Vanishes’ as one of them. Legally, 
exhibs feel, there can be no kick at 
20th’s action, but they maintain that 
it violates the fair trade practices 
code. 

‘It ig pointed out that where an 
exhib bought G-B, but not 20th, he 
is, of course, still entitled to ‘Van- 
ishes.’ His competition may have 
bought 20th and not G-B, but he will 
get the pic, too, and may play it first. 
Thus the house which purchased the 
film originally will be relegated. to 
— run, which is felt to be un- 
air, 








Metro’s Foreign Execs 
In U. S. on Powwows; 





Sam Eckman, Jr., head of distribu- 
tion for Metro in Great Britain, ar- 
rives in New York tomorrow (Thurs- 


home office. He arrives while Ar- 
thur Loew, Metro’s foreign chief, is 
on the Coast with Laudy Lawrence, 
continental boss for M-G. . They 
went to the Coast Monday (30) to 
give once-over to story and produc- 


European plans, 

Eckman will remain in the east un- 
til Loew and Lawrence return, al- 
though visiting Hollywood later as 
part of a vacation jaunt. 


Outgrew His Role 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 











Because Paramount postponed the 
Irene Dunne-Fred MacMurray starr- 
er, ‘Invitation to Happiness’ five 
months and Donald O’Connor grew 
too fast, he lost the featured part. 

Young O'Connor transfers his add- 
ed altitude to the studio’s ‘Beau 
Geste.’ 


GONE WITH THE 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
High wind ripped cloth covering 
off the cyclorama stage at 20th-Fox 
at a cost of $5,000 for replacement. 
Breeze also cost a day’s shooting 
time for the second unit of ‘The 








Eckman Arrives Thurs. 


tion possibilities that may fit into | 


| Beilenson, general counsel for the 
| SAG, is believed to have taken fight 
out of the Artists Managers Guild, 
which now controls all Coast agents 
| through associate memberships, 
| Move will have support of Senator 
| Robert Kenney, law partner of 
| Beilenson. 


| Agents had been counting on the 
Labor Commission to aid them in 
|securing terms with actors. This 
move will give SAG the necessary 
amunition to clinch its licensing pro- 
| Sram, which will be pushed to com- 
| pletion as soon as the tilt between 
|the advertising agencies and the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists is settled, 


| The SAG has deferred action on 
its agents’ licensing program until 
threatened radio strike is settled. 
Actors financed the organization of 
the radio actors, announcers, et al., 
|and are centering attention on this 
fight. 

Threat of another studio strike de- 
veloped this week, with formal with- 
drawal of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees from 
the Studio Basic Agreement. George 
E. Browne, international prexy of 
the IATSE, sent a special delivery 
letter from Miami to Pat Casey, pro- 
ducer labor contact, notifying him 
that in the future all negotiations 
would be handled by the four IA 
studio locals. Copy of notice also 
was sent to W. L. Hutcheson, inter- 
national head of the studio carpen- 
ters and vice-chairman of the com- 
mittee handling the Studio Basie 
Agreement. 

Peace Move Speeded 


Hurried conference of all film 

union heads was called by Dr. Towne 
| Nylander, regional director of Na- 
| tional Labor Relations Board in an 
effort to iron out jurisdictional dis- 
| putes and avoid a general walkout, 
Studio carpenters, machinists, Studio 
Utility Employees Local 724 and: 
American Society of Cinematograph- 
ers have petitions before the NLRB 
asking certification as bargaining 
representative for their members 
and involving the IATSE. 


Threatened strike of studio paint- 
ers was averted this week when the 
major studio managers agreed to pay 
time and half for men employed on 
the ‘graveyard’ shift. Agreement 
must be okayed by the producers, 
but this is considered a mere for- 
mality since it has approval of the 
studio bosses and Pat Casey, 
| The Screen Publicists Guild, 

which expects certification this week 
| by the NLRB as bargaining agent for 
| all studio flacks, has elected Billy 
| Edwards, of Paramount, as president 
| to succeed Mervin Houser. John 
Woolfenden, Metro, was selected as 
vice-president; Katherine O'Neill, 
Columbia, as secretary, and Norman 
Rivkin, Universal, was reelected 
treasurer. Flacks have amended 
| their demands for shorter hours to 
Wage- 











|;conform with the Federal 
Hour Law. 

Stewart McKee, banker and brew- 
er, has been approved as third mem- 
ber of the Standing Committee ap- 
pointed to arbitrate differences aris- 
ing over the Screen Actors Guild 
Modification Agreement. Other mem- 
bers are Murray Kinnell, SAG, and 
Lou Anger, producers. Meeting will 
| be called this week to select perma- 
_nent headquarters and hire staff. 


Recognition for Designers 


Screen Set Designers have been 
| recognized by the producers and are 
|now negotiating wage agreement. 
Union is asking minimum of $80 for 

40-hour week and improved work- 

ing conditions. Workers now re- 

ceive an average of $65 to $70 for 44- 

hour week. 

A resolution condemning nepotism 

, and calling for abolition of alleged 
favoritism and preferential hirin7 in 

| employment of extras is pendin: be- 
fore the SAG. Class B Council dee 

‘erred action on resolu‘ion until 





Cast is headed by Claude Rains , Hound of the Baskervilles,’ piloted , legal opinion as to its validity could 
| by Otto Brower. 


be secured from SAG counsel. 
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Britain No, 1 Film Customer for U.S 
Product; Argentina and Brazil Next 


Washington, Jan. 31. 

Sizable decrease in American mo- 
tion picture film exports for 1938 was 
revealed in a report issued Thurs- 
day (26) by Nathan D. Golden, chief 
of the film division of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. No. 
1 customer for the year was Great 
Britain, with Argentine second, as 
largest consumer of American pix. 
Five countries importing largest 
number of U. S. pictures were Brit- 
ain, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and 
British West Indies, but all of these 
bought less footage in 1938 than in 
the previous year, with the exception 
of Mexico and Brazil. 


Film exports for the year just 
passed registered a 13,000,000-foot de- 
crease in positive, negative sound 
and silent films below those exported 
in 1937, Golden's figures show. In | 
1939 a total of 202,526,821 feet of en- 
tertainment film (both sound and 
silent) with a declered value of 
$4,519,594, were exported to all for- 
eign markets as compared with 
215,721,956 feet of film with a value 
of $4,797,641 for the year 1937. This 
represented a drop of 6.1% during 
the year for all films exported. 


While exports of all other enter- 
tainment films slumped from 33% to 
6.7%, foreign countries ordered 85% 
more positive silent films in 1938 
than in 1937, report showed. Nega- 
tive silent films dropped oif 33%; 
negative sound films 11%, and posi- 
tive sound films 6.7% in the same 
period. 


Figures on total exports as follows: 

Negative silent films exported in 
1938, 2,009,143 quantity-feet, valued 
at $95,344; year before, 3,038,623 feet, 
valued at $113,689. 

Negative sound films in 1938, 1,- 
498,012 feet, valued at $300,351; in 
1937, 9,586,631 feet and $354,578. 

Positive silent films exported in 
1938, 5,280,549 feet, valued at $155,- 
432, as against 2,851,039 feet in 1937, 
valued at $87,362. 


Positive sound films in 1938, 186,- 
739,117 feet, valued at $3,968,467, as 
compared with 200,245,663 feet ex- 
ported in 1937, with valuation of 
$4,242,012. 





2 THEATRE HOLDUPS 


Ga. Heuse Taken for $300—El Pase 
i Theatre Burgled 








Carrollton, Ga., Jan. 31. 

None of $300 loot has been re- 
covered, but mystery surrounding 
robbery of Carroll theatre here in 
December was solved when Deputy 
Sheriff Lambert announced he had 
obtained full confessions from four 
youths, listed as T. W. Hall, Wayman 
Wallis, L. M. Hobgood and Sam Mat- 
thews, all of here. 

Quartet said it was assisted by a 
fifth man now serving time on 
Coweta county chain gang. 





$160 Stickup 


El Paso, Tex., Jan. 31. 

Two unmasked bandits entered the 
manager's office of the Wigwam, 
pointed a pistol at T. M. Hervey, the 
manager, took $160 from the safe, cut 
the telephone wire, struck Hervey 
On the head with a gun, warned him 
not to move for five minutes, and 
walked quietly out of the building 
and away. 

The two men bought tickets and 
went to the balcony as though they 
were patrons. When they knocked 
on the coor, Hervey presumed it was 
one of the employees bringing the 
evening’s receipts up from the box- 
office. As he opened the door he 
found himself staring into a re- 
volver. Had the bandits waited five 
minutes longer, their take would 
have been swelled notably by addi- 
tions of new receipts from down- 
stairs; as it was they overlooked $75 
that was in a tin box in the safe. 
After calling police Hervey was 
taken to the hospital where he was 
treated for a scalp wound caused 
from the blow on the head by the 


It was Hervey’s second holdup in a 
little more than a year. Shortly be- 
fore Christmas, 1937, a lone robber 
walked into his office one nizht and 
took $115. The man got away from 
El Paso, but was later caucht in an 
attempted stickup at St. Louis. He 
is now serving a 10-year sentence in 
the Missouri penitentiary. 





$50,000 Theatre Fire 


Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 31. 

Flames, swept by a howling bliz- 
zard last week, have left the Temple 
theatre at Pulaski a smouldering 
mass of ruins. Damage to the the- 
atre and other establishments 
housed in the structure is estimated 
at more than $50,000. 

More than 100 persons were in 

the Temple at the time the fire 
was discovered. Few of them real- 
ized the extent of the fire and 
Donald Blair, house manager, man- 
aged to get them out in an orderly 
manner without any panic. 
Blair said the only apparent cause 
of the fire was defective wiring. 
The house was operated by the Kal- 
let chain, 








Apprepriate Feature 
Indianapolis, Jan. 31. 

The Lyric, Marion, Ind., owned by 
the Washington Theatre Co. and op- 
erated by the Marion Theatre Co., 
burned Tuesday “24) with an esti- 
matei loss of $50,000. About 500 
persons were in the house at the 
time the blaze started, but all were 
moved safely into the street. The 
roof collapsed about 45 minutes 
after the fire was discovered. House 
had been recently redecorated. 

Pic showing at time blaze started 
was ‘Too Hot to Handle.’ 


CINCY'S FRESH 
THEATRE BOOM 


re 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

Building craze has hit exhibitors 
in Cincinnati and the small towns 
around these parts. There afte a 
dozen nabe houses in the process 
of building in the local nabes and 
at least another dozen under con- 
struction within a radius of 50 miles 
of Cincinnati. 

Ptenty of yelps about overseating 
coming up, but doesn’t seem te be 
stopping the building boom. 








N. 0.’s New Houses 
New Orleans, Jan. 31. 
Work on the new Circle being 
erected by Jadel Theatres, Inc., at a 
cost of $120,000 began Tuesday (17). 
J. A. Dichary is president of the 
company; Henry Lazarus, v.-p. 
A permit to erect a $21,000 motion 
picture theatre here, to seat 600, was 
granted Saturday (21) to the Iber- 
ville Amus. Co. Work will start 
within the next two weeks on the 
new nabe, 
Akron, Jan. 31. 
The Geauga, $65,000 theatre, will 
open at Chardon, northern Ohio vil- 


and manager. 
Orland, Calif., Duo 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 
Harvey Amus. Co., 





Orland 


tor from Was 


oo --——— 


Chardon, O., Jan. 31. 


theatre, will open Feb. 2, L. 
Smith, president and manager. 


SIDNEY HOWARD WILL 








day 


Goldwyn regarding a screenplay for 
the Jasacha Heifetz picture. If the 
playwright takes the assignment he 
will probably work with Edna Fer- 
ber, who went out several days ago. 

Goldwyn has already spent a large 
amount of money on the Heifetz pro- 
duction but has been unable to find 
a story suitable to the fiddler, whose 
eontract calls for his approval of 
the story. 





Vaughan Drums Lesser 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Al Vaughan now with Sol Lesser 
as publicity director for Principal 
Productions, succeeding Paul Snell. 
Previously Vaughan had been as- 
sistant to Frank Seltzer at Hal Roach 


lage, Feb. 2. L. M. Smith president 


Sacramento 

Valley chain, has purchased lots at 

, for a new picture house. 

Bids also have just been opened for 

construction of a theatre in Orland 

for R. M. Hough, alg ng opera- 
n. 


The Geauga, Chardon’s ae 


SCRIPT HEIFETZ PIC 


Sidney Howard is due to leave to- 
(Wednesday) for the Coast, 
where he will confer with Samuel 





PICTURES 
Bischoff’s Father Dies 











When Sam Bischoff, Warner Bros. 
producer, stepped off the boat last 
| week, after a six-week vacation 
|abroad, he was met with the news 
that his father, Morris Bischoff, 177, 
retired, had died the previous night, 
Wednesday (25), after a brief illness, 
at his Santa Monica home. 

Producer delayed his departure for 
the Coast until today (Wednesday) 
in order to await shipment of the 
body to N. Y¥. Interment was in 
Hartford, Conn., yesterday (Tues.) 


Radio and World 
Events Booming 
News Theatres 


Plans are being laid for an ex- 
tensive development of the newsreel 
theatres in America. Indications 
are there will be 18 to 28 newsreel 
theatres in operation within the next 
two years. Present total is 10 regu- 
larly operated newsreelers., 

Revived interest in newsreel 
houses is attributed to the so-called 
‘pictorial trend’ and attention de- 
voted to current events in the world 
today. Newsreel operators in N.Y. 
point to the strides made in the pic- 
torial magazine field as indicative of 
this trend. Speed with which news- 
reel prints can be placed on the 
screen also has contributed to growth 
of newsreel operations. 

Present plans being mulled, or in 
the real estate transaction stage, call 
for two theatres in Los Angeles, one 
in San Francisco, one in Houston, 
another in New Orleans, one in 
Pittsburgh and two in Chicago, all 
entirely newsreels and shorts. 
Houses already are operating in 
Boston, Philadelphia, Washington 
and Newark. 

N.Y. newsreel theatre operators 
claim radio has been partly re- 
sponsible for this intensified interest 
in this type of drop-in theatre. 
Wide coverage of entire globe by 
radio broadcasters has stimulated in- 
terest in visual world events. 
Indication of what airplane hand- 
ling of negatives can achieve is seen 
in the fact a news story is only 
seven days away from China in 
newsreel form. 


Harry Shiffman Dead 
At 47; Was Negotiating 
A New Theatre Hookup 


At the time of his death, Harry 
Shiffman, 47, New York theatre op- 
erator, lony associated with the late 
Sol Brill and his successors on Staten 
Island, was reported to have been 
interested in joining the Harry Moses 
circuit on Long Island, actively as 
well as an investor. He is reported 
to have sought a deal with Para- 
mount to swing the Par, Stapleton, 
S. L, into the Moses chain. This deal 
was not entered into with the result 
the Stapleton Par remains in the old 
Brill S. L. group under a pooling ar- 
rangement. 

Shiffman died suddenly of what is 
believed to have been a heart attack 
early Saturday morning (28) at his 
home in N. ¥. He assertedly had 
been in what appeared to be good 
health but, in addition to reported 
domestic difficulties, is said to have 
been upset over the turn of events 
under which the old Brill chain on 
Staten Island passed from the Brill 
estate to Si Fabian. That deal was 
consummated in December, and Shiff- 
man resigned as secretary anu gen- 
eral manager of the Isle Theatrical 
Corp., which operated the Brill the- 
atres. He had been with the latter 
many years. 

On his resignation, Shiffman was 
reporied considering the association 
with the Moses circuit, but no deal 
is known to have been made. 

Shiffman is survived by his widow, 
two brothers and a sister. 


Three Go at Warners 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Three pictures roll tomorrow 
(Wed.) on the Warner lot, includin« 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Sry,’ starring 
Edward G. Robinson and carrying a 
budget of $1,590,000. 

Other siericrs are ‘Each Dawn I 
Die,’ starring Jamcs Cacney, and 


























studio. 


‘Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter.’ 
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10 Best Film Customers rT 


Breakdown of official figures shows Uncle Sam's 10 best customers ang 
their purchases as follows: 

















A 1938 ~ 1937—___ 
Feet Value Feet Value 
United Kingdom ...,. 14,359,042 $380,040 15,432,385 $396,627 
Argentina ....... ceee 14,230,004 241,042 17,213,406 337,638 
Brazil weccsceccess eee 13,042,075 255,385 12,856,031 258,336 
Mexico oo.....se00s »» 9,045,028 264,569 8,594,637 271,331 
OME: 5 ccs edt 6 cane .» 6,876,093 174,632 7,930,138 151,992 
PO si. ns chee ¥0eas . 6,813,912 92,393 10,123,039 127,992 
South Africa ......+. 6,040,263 120,799 4,975,184 114,856 
Canada .rcccccccccses D098,109 223,716 6,110,452 209,357 
CS Rewtncuvetensaes 5,300,245 95,934 5,801,007 115,358 


Official picture of the export situation contains no comment on current 
world affairs, believed largely responsible for reductions in film exports, 
Ban on U. 8S. motion pictures imposed by most of the totalitarian powers, 
general jittery condition of Europe, and wars and threats of wars in many 
parts of the world, apparently has curtailed the normal desire of millions 
of foreign film fans to see the latest Hollywood productions. No break. 
down showing exports to the dictator nations and countries now at war. 

Fact that the British Empire used only 1,073,343 feet less last year than 
in 1937 aroused some comment. Expected that, with recent restrictions 
against film imports, U. S. trade with Britain would be badly crippled. 


Cal. Weather Great for Horseshoe 
Pitching, Not Pictures, Says Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Jan, 31. 








Dear Joe: 

Well, instead of the rainy season here we've been having real summer 
weather. That’s one thing the new year started off with, great weather; 
in fact it’s too great for the picture business. The natives are getting their 
horseshoe pitching arms-ready, and when people have their minds on 
horseshoe pitching they don’t care if Garbo marries Taylor or Gable. They 
should make pictures to fit the weather, like they used to do in vaudeville. 
Summertime they’d cut the actors’ salaries in half and sell the show to 
the public as a summer show. The actors looked so cool when they were 
cut. 

I’ve been running some independent product the past week and after 
looking at the stuff they put out I wonder what they’ve got to be inde- 
pendent about. Most of the studios are putting out some great pictures 
like ‘Jesse James,’ ‘Union Pacific,’ ‘Stand Up and Fight’ and ‘Gunga Din.’ 
I guess by the time I'll get to play them here Jesse James will have robbed 
the Union Pacific and I will have to Stand Up and Fight to have Gunga 
Din bring me a glass of water. 

But I’m not kicking after what I hear is going on on the other side. I 
got a letter from ‘Red’ Cocoran, who is playing in Germany. He writes 
me that ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ opened there and on account of 
the title they made them change it to ‘Rebeeca of Sunnybrook Concen- 
tration Camp.’ So you see there’s much worse things, even if we have to 
book and run C pictures. 

Thank goodness the newsreels have cut out the football stuff and re- 
placed it with the non-beauty pagents of Florida and California. After 
looking at one of those lineups of near-beauts even Aggie feels that she 
was Gone out of the prize. There surely must be some beautiful women in 
the U. S. that are willing to pose in bathing suits. 

Howards Bring Back a New Story 


Willie and Eugene Howard stopped off here to visit us. They just got 
back from Australia where they were a big hit and packed them in with 
their show. They liked the place and the people very much and expect 
to go back there soon with a legitimate show. Willie told me a story that 
has been going the rounds down there. It’s about a fellow by the name of 
Goldberg who went to see a doctor, and when the doctor asked him what 
was the trouble, he said, ‘You see, doctor, wherever I am I find dot I'm 
talking to myself.’ The doctor figured it to be a nervous ailment and said, 
‘Just what do you say when you talk to yourself?’ And Goldberg said, 
‘Dot’s just it, Doctor, dot’s why I'm sick; I says things to myself that aggra- 
vate me.’ 

And, by the way, Joe, you know the Howards are the only real brother 
act of vaudeville that are still active. There sure were some great brother 
acts in the old days like Wilson Bros., Kleir Bros., Bill and Gordon Dooley, 
Val and Ernie Stanton, Bush Bros., Innes Bros., Quigley Bros., and dozens 
of others. And, speaking about vaudeville, I was sorry to read about the 
Majestic in New York closing up and paying the actors only part salary. 
I guess they’re bringing back vaudeville on half rations. If that keeps up 
the only way an act will be able to make a living in vaudeville is if he 
can get radio and picture work on the side. At that it looks like there 
are gonna be a lot of picture houses turning into vaudeville houses. Aggie 
sez, maybe it’s because not enough people are turning into picture houses. 

Aggie and me are still hot about that concession idea at the World’s Fair, 
so keep looking around for us. I spoke to Vie about taking this place over 
on a percentage basis and he was tickled to death. He’s like all young 
fellers, he wants to be a boss even at a loss. Aggie sez, ‘If we pay Vic 
and the pictures a percentage we’ll end up with the cans or in ’em.’ 

Be sure and remember us to the boys and girls back there and as the 
telephone operator once said, ‘Dial by seeing you.’ Sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S.—Edgar Bergen sez, ‘Flowery language is permissible only when 
the flowers are perfectly fresh.’ 


Plastered by Uncle Sam 


Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 
Income tax liens were filed in Fed- 





— 


Vie Shapiro Lands S-I 
Pub Post, Vice Birdwell 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Victor M. Shapiro has been named 








eral court against John Barrymore 
for $430, and his wife, Elaine, for 
$1,179, both for 1937. 

Others named were Bruce Cabot, 
1936, $866; William B. Hawks, $182 
for 1935 and $1,083 for ’36. 





Oppose 5c Pix 


Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 31. 

Attempt by several small indies to 
revive nickelodeon days in Syracuse 
has come in for a heavy blast from 
the Syracuse unit of Allied. Unit 
has called a session for Wednesday 
(1) to study the problem created by 
the 5c admission price charged by 
several nabe houses, especially for 
matinees. Other trade practices also 
up for palaver at the meeting. 





publicity-advertising director for 
Selznick - International, succeeding 
Russell Birdwell, who has set up his 
own publicity biz. 

Shapiro variously has been public- 
ity head for the old Fox Film, United 
Artists and Major Pictures. Past 
two years he has been in a comme! 
cial venture. 





Cali From Mr. Wolf 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
‘The Wolf Call,’ based on a story 
by Jack London, gets the gun 2 
three weeks, Paul Malvern produc- 
ing for Monogram. 
John Carroll and Movita have the 
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‘James Shoots to Wham $43,000 
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In Snowbound Chi; Duals-Vaude 
146, Duke’ Icy 9146, Palace N.C. 





Chicago, Jan. 31, 


The loop is digging out from Mon- 
day’s (30) snowstorm, the worst in 
10 years, with biz dropping on day 
to under, $500 in some houses. 
‘Jesse James’ is still a big smash at 
the Chicago in spite of the blizzard. 
Though costing it plenty of coin, 

Femmes are leading the procession 
to ‘James’ in spite of the gangster 
and blood theme, and picture will 
stick at least a fortnight. 


Oriental currently goes into a 
double feature setup along with its 
regular vaudeville lineup. Bargain 
is getting a big afternoon play at 
25c admish. House has considerable 
seating capacity, so doesn’t have to 
worry too much about turnover. 


Palace continues to have some- 
thing of a struggle on its hands, 
with the problem being the cut-rate 
prices at the State-Lake and Ori- 
ental. With Ozzie Nelson’s band on 
stage currently, Palace still finds it 
a battle and indications are that it 
will slice its scale shortly to meet 
the competish. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Zaza’ (Par). Moved here from 
Chicago but doesn’t figure for much 
better than mild $4,000 on the session. 
Last week ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G), 
turned in okay $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-65-75) 
—James’ (20th) and- stage show. 
Picture is a wallop and stage show 
means absolutely nothing currently. 
Powerful $43,000 in the offing. Last 
week ‘Zaza’ (Par), okay $30,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Devil’s Island’ (WB). With plenty 
of newsprint build-up, crime flicker 
looks for light $4,000. Last week, 
‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB), $4,800, okay. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Spy Ring’ (Col), ‘Miss X’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Double features plus vaude 
is a new one in this town and the 
bargain seekers will pour modest 
$14,000 into the coffers. Last week 
Newsboys” (U), $14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Heart North’ (WB) plus vaude. 
Ozzie Nelson band on stage. Com- 
bination struggling despite names 
and doesn’t look better than mild 
$13,000. Last week ‘Man _ Votes’ 
(RKO) and vaude, flabby $16,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Duke’ (UA). Heading for 
no more than about $9,500, not so 
good. Last week ‘My Heart’ (M-G), 
disappointing $9,900. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
*‘Sharpshooters’ (20th) and vaude. 
House being held to about $11,000, 
only fair. Last week ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
and vaude, good $13,500. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘West Hardys’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Picture was a little late 
in local release, which is holding 
down take considerably, plus the 
blizzard. Currently but $8,000, after 

ood $17,100 last week. ‘Idiot’s De- 

ight’ (M-G) next. 


INDPLS. B.0. POWERFUL: 
‘JESSE’ TERRIFIC $15,000 


Indianapolis, Jan, 31. 


' Grosses continue on the upgrade 
here after a period of slack trade ,but 
Monday's (30) snowstorm no help. 
‘Jesse James’ is skyrocketing the 
Indiana’s figures to its highest level 
in recent seasons, surpassing the rec- 
ord take of ‘Snow White.’ Linked 
with ‘King of Underworld, Ted 
Weems and his orch are booming 
the smaller vaudfilm Lyric’s gross to 
its best mark in six months. 

‘They Made Me a Criminal’ and 
‘Torchy in Chinatewn’ are manag- 
ing to withstand this powerful com- 
petition with nice business at the 
Circle, while Loew’s also gets by in 
fairish fashion with a dual of ‘Duke 
of West Point’ and ‘There’s That 
Woman Again.’ Apollo is the only 
house which is hard hit, getting no- 
where with a first-run twin bill of 
Pacific Liner’ and ‘Fighting Thor- 
Oughbreds,’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—'Pacific Liner’ (U) and ‘Fight- 
ing Thoroughbreds’ (Rep). First 
picture is given edge in ad campaign, 
ut gross is very poor at $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Swing, Sister’ (U) and ‘News- 
re Home’ (U), also in red at 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy Blane’ (WB). Former pic 
Biven big publicity campaign and is 
Standing up well against strong op- 
Position. Take $6,200, good. Last 
Week, fifth, ‘Kentucky’ (20th) and 
Down on Farm’ (20th), did remark- 
able $6,000. 
ontane (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
ao — ‘Jesse James’ (20th). Best 
ruse has had in a couple of years, 
: ‘most tripling last week’s biz. Will 
it $15,000, smash take, Last week, 











sa 
‘Son Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Dis- 
barred’ (Par), fair $5,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—West Point’ (UA) and ‘Woman 


Again’ (Col). Former picture given 
all the space in the ads. Satisfac- 
tory $6,000. Last week, ‘Stand Up’ 
(M-G) and ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), 
dandy $9,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 
‘King Underworld’ (WB) and Ted 
Weems orch,. Latter popular here 
and elevating recent level of busi- 
ness to swell $13,000, best in several 
months. Last week, ‘Off Record’ 
(WB) and vaude, mild $8,100. 


SWEETIES’ DUAL 
BiG $43,000 IN 
BOSTON 


Boston, Jan, 31. 

‘Sweethearts,’ dualled with ‘Girl 
Downstairs’ at Orpheum and State, 
flirting with new house records. 
Holdover assured for at least one 
more week. 

‘Great Man Votes’ and ‘Lady Van- 
ishes,’ at Memorial, is another biz- 
getting combo, though not in the 
same class, ‘Made Me a Criminal’ 
getting good response at the Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Orphan Annie’ (Par) and ‘Cipher 
Bureaw’ (FN), dual with vaude, first 
three days; and ‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) 
and ‘Swing, Sister’ (U), last-half. 
Moving toward moderate $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Exposed’ (U) and ‘Last 
Express’ (U), dual with vaude for 
three days, and ‘Secrets Nurse’ (U) 
and ‘Marry’ (RKO), for four days, 
good $8,100. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), dual (2d run-3d wk. in 
town). Pale $6,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) and ‘Off 
Record’ (WB), dual, good $8,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lady Vanishes’ (GB). Garner- 
ing nifty $18,000, Last week, second 
stanza of ‘Son Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘Exciting Night’ (U), tepid $10,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) 
and ‘Moto’s Last Warning’ (20th). 
Hitting good $17,000. Last week, 
holdover of ‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), n.g. $11,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Sweethearts’ (M-G) and ‘Girl 
Downstairs’ (M-G). Aiming at rec- 
ord bracket, possibly $24,000. Last 
week, ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Spy Ring’ (Col), good $19,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) (2d run). Weak 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Devil’s Island’ 
(WB) and ‘Off Record’ (WB), good 
$9,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Kentucky’ (20th) and ‘Up 
River’ (20th) (2d run). Good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Honeymoon’ (Par) and 
‘Storm Bengal’ (Rep) (3d run), 
$6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) and ‘Girl Down- 
stairs’ (M-G). Smasho $19,000 fore- 
cast. Definite holdover. Last week, 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (Us) and ‘Spy 
Ring’ (Col), okay $12,500. 


‘CRIMINAL’ FAIR FOR 
$4,200 IN OKLA. CITY 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

After setting a new record at $11,- 
000, ‘Jesse James’ looks like best bet 
for over average this week. “They 
Made Me a Criminal’ also 0. k. All 
others just so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB). Looks 
like fair $4,200. Last week, ‘Jesse 
James’ (20th) hit new record on 40c. 
prices with $11,000. Only other high 
grosser surpassing was ‘Cimarron’ 
(RKO) which did $12,000 at 75c. top. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-30)— 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘Exciting 
Night’ (U). Mild $2,000. Last week, 
‘Heart of North’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), $2,800. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Birth of Baby’ (Special). Under 
average, probable $3,300. Last week, 
‘Zaza’ (Par), poor $3,900. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40 )—‘Ken- 
tucky’ (20th). Set for another week 
here after a week downtown; prob- 
able $1,400, so-so, Last week very 
good 




















$2,750. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 25-35-40)— ' $2,500. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 2 

Astor — ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
(9th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Idiot's Delight’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 25) 

Criterion — ‘Federal Manhunt’ 
(Par). 

(Reviewed in Vanrtery, Jan. 11) 

Globe—‘Lady Vanishes’ (20th) 
(7th wk). 


Music Hall — ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Paris Honey- 
moon’: (2d wk). 

s.ialte — ‘Homicide Bureau’ 
(Col). 


Rivoli— ‘Son of Frankenstein’ 
(U) (2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Jesse .James’ 
(4th wk), 

Strand — ‘Wings of the Navy’ 
(WB) (3). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Jan. 18) 


Week of Feb 9 

Astor — ‘Pygmalion’ 
(10th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Idiot's Delight’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion— Ambush’ (Par). 

Globe—Lady Vanishes’ (20th) 
(8th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Made for Each 
Other’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount — ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
(Par) (8). 

Roxy — ‘Jesse James’ (20th) 
(5th wk). 

Strand — ‘Wings of the Navy’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


VAUDE QUITTING 
CINCY; ‘IDIOTS 
BIG $19,500 


Cincinnati, Jan, 31. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ is romping away 
with top money currently. It’s smash 
pull at the Albee, where ‘Jesse 
James’ did the same thing last week. 
Has cinema circle’s combined b.o. at 
an okay level. Place dough this 
week is being copped by ‘Son of 
Frankenstein’ at the Palace. Other 
fresh release, ‘Off the Record,’ at 
Keith’s, is getting lukewarm returns, 

Biz is down under at the Shu- 
bert, which has ‘Lone Wolf Spy 
Hunt’ linked with vaude topped by 
Billy House. After next week, when 
Ozzie Nelson’s band will be on the 
stage, house wiil drop flesh and re- 
sume straight pix. Since opening 
Nov. 18 with vaudfi‘ms, theatre has 
had only three weeks of good biz, 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 35-42)— 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G). Smash $19,- 
500. Last wéek ‘Jesse James’ (20th), 
great-$18,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d run), Big 
$7,500. Last week ‘Kentucky’ (20th) 
(3d wk) (2d run), dandy $5,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Dr. 
Meade’ (Col), ‘Federal Man’ (Rep), 
‘Torchy Gets Her Man’ (WB), sep- 
arate. Normal $2,000. Same _ last 
week on “Touchdown Army’ (Par), 
‘Last Warning’ (U), ‘Secrets Nurse’ 
(U), singly. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) (5th wk) (3d run). 
Very good $3,800. Last week ‘Zaza’ 
(Par) (2d run), poor $2,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-42)— 
‘Off Record’ (WB). N.s.h. $4,000. 
Last week ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) (2d 
run), slow $3,500, 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Honeymoon’ (Par) (2d run). Limp 

000. Last week ‘Devil’s Island’ 
(WB), good $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U)}. Fairly good 

10,000. Last week. ‘Honeymoon’ 
(Par), fair $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-60)— 
‘Spy Hunt’ (Col) and vaude topped 
by Billy House. Sad $9,000. Last 
week ‘In French’ (Par) and stage 
show headlined by Blackstone, fair 
$10,500, 


(20th) 


(M-G) 














SHOOTING BACK 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
‘Shooting High,’ scheduled to roll 
yesterday (Monday) 


tional scripting. 

Delay permits Tony Martin to ex- 
tend his personal appearance tour 
in the midwest. 





‘Blondie’ (Col). Poor at $2,500. Last 
week, ‘West Point’ (UA), ditto. 
Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Jesse James’ (20th). Moveover 
from Criterion, another top week 


Socko $102,000, 2 


—__—__——__—s 


B'way Firm Despite Storms; ‘Gunga’ 


Crosbys Big 406, 


Frankie 206, ‘Stand Up’ Fawdown, 186 





In spite of rainy weather Sunday 


,and Monday (29-30), following sev- 


eral days of intense cold, the tone 
of business in the country’s No. i 
key is decidedly firm. On top of the 
heap, as numerous strong pictures 
turn into the stretch, is ‘Gunga Din,’ 
which should get the Music Hall 
$102,000 or better the first week, by 
far the best business this house has 
had since the holidays. 

The balance of the field is show- 
ing generally good form except for 
‘Stand Up and Fight,’ which got 
away rather stiff-leggedly Thursday 
(26) at the Capitol and is falling 
far behind. Faltering badly after its 
disappointing start, the picture will 
be lucky to nab $18,000, which means 
just one week for it. 

‘Jesse James’ continues a fast pace 
at the Roxy on its current (3d) 


overs, led by ‘They 
Criminal,’ with Leo Reisman in per- 
son, which is going to get the Strand 
a likely $25,000 on the second week. 
‘James’ rode to a fancy $64,000 last 
week, its second, and on the third 
heat is 
close, going a fourth. 

‘Paris Honeymoon,’ with Bob 
Crosby on the stage, knocked out a 
cool $40,000 on the first seven days 
at the Paramount ending last night 
(Tues.) and inaugurates its holdover 
today (Wed.). Other shows that are 
proceeding at a good clip are the 
State, with ‘Marie Antoinette’ and 
the Ina Ray Hutton band, which 
looks about $24,000, and ‘Son of 
Frankenstein’ at the Rivoli. Latter 
opened Saturday (28) and while not 
powerful is doing well enough to 
suggest $20,000 or better. Picture 
is oné that may build. 

‘The Girl Downstairs’ is lifting the 


FDR. BIRTHDAY 
HURTS WASH. 
PIC SPOTS 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Galaxy of stars in town for Pres- 
ident’s Birthday events stealing 
space and interest away from film 
houses, especially since very few 
names are adorning the marquees. 
What business there is, and only 
one spot is really bad off, is almost 
in direct proportion to star draw. 

Tops is Power-Fonda-Scott combo 
in ‘Jesse James’ at Palace. Second 
is Lionel Stander, p. a. helping ‘They 
Made Me a Criminal’ at Earie. 
‘Thanks for Everything’ and Roscoe 
Ates revue at Capitol poor third. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Thanks Everything’ (20th) and 
vaude topped by Roscoe Ates. Poor 
$13,500. Last week ‘Stand Up’ (M- 
G) and vaude, dropped toward end 
of week to finish with still good 
$19,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Cowboy_and Lady’ (UA) (2d run). 
ReturAtlipe stem after oke week 
at Palace headed for average $4,200. 
Last week, ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) (2d 
run), took good $4,500 for third 
downtown stanza. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and 
vaude. Lionel Stander, p. a., helping 
toward solid $15,500. Last week 
‘Zaza’ (Par) and vaude, fair $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— 
‘Lady Vanishes’ (20th). Critics rav- 
ing and may beat no-name jinx for 
oke $6,000. Last week ‘Great Man 
Votes’ (RKO), good $7,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40) —Off Rec- 
ord’ (WB). Looking at average $4,- 
300. Last week ‘Honeymoon’ (Par) 
(2d run) after oke week at Earle, 





at 20th-Fox, | 
was set back to Feb. 13 for addi-| 





ahead, probable $3,600, excellent. 
Last week, “Topper’ (UA), average 


, J 


average $4,300. 

Palace (Loew) (2,424; 35-55)—- 
‘Jesse James’ (20th). Power-Fonda- 
Scott leading town with good $16,- 
500. Last week ‘Kentucky’ (20th), 
fair $13,500. 





Cagney in Stripes 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


‘Each Dawn I Die,’ prison story | 


starring Jimmy Cagney, rolled yes- 
terday (Mon.) on the Warner lot: 

Another high budget picture, ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy,’ starring Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, goes into pro- 
duction Thursday (2). 


week against ‘Gunga Din’ and other | 
|new pictures as well as the hold- | 


Made Me a} 


likely to reach $50,000 or | 


Criterion to a possible $7,000, best 
since New Year’s, and ‘Lady Van- 
ishes,’ now in its sixth week at 
j the Globe, is holding up siurdily, 
| looking about $8,000. The staying 
powers of ‘Pygmalion’ means that it 
| will get $12,000 or thereabouts on its 
| current (8th) week, very little of a 
| drop from the $134,000 it pulled the 
| prior stanza. 


; 


The English-made is 
getting one of the longest pop runs 
Broadway has seeen since 1929. It 
continues on, with no departure date 
as yet considered. 

The second lap of ‘Pacific Liner’ 
at the Rialto ending Monday night 
(30) was $7,000, a little under hopes, 
due to weather conditions, but all 
right, and it will stick another two 
or three days, to be followed by 
| ‘Homicide Bureau.’ 


Estimates for This Week 





| Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (8th week). Still pil- 
jing ’em in, $12,000 or around that 


| this week (8th). This is not much 
|of-a drop from the prior stanza’s 
| business which counted to a little 
| over $13,000. . 


| Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )»— 
| ‘Stand Up and Fight’ (M-G). This 
one is laying down to die, $18,000 
tops, and out after one week. In 
ahead, ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) was 
anything but bright although coming 
close to $24,000, fair profit. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Girl 
Downstairs’ (M-G). The wheels are 
turning a little faster here for a 
change; maybe $7,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Disbarred’ (Par) took it on 
the chin, under $5,000. 


Globe (1,274; 25-40-55 )—‘Lady Van- 
ishes’ (20th-GB) (6th week). May 


increase pace to get $8,000 after five 
strong preceding weeks, fifth of 
which snared _ $7,800. ‘Devil's 


Island’ (WB), long ready for open- 
ing, is now set back to Feb. 18, with 
‘Vanishes’ to go two more weeks. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—Going 
Places’ (WB) (2d run), and ‘Moto’s 
Warning’ (20th) (ist run), dualed. 
Combination not getting far, prob- 
ably not over $7,000. Last week, 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Gam- 
bling Ship’ (U) (1st run), with for- 
mer credited for drawing majority 
of the business, $8,500. 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Paris Honeymoon’ (Par) an” Bob 
Crosby band (2d-final week). se- 
gins holdover week today 


000 the first seven days. ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ and a stage bill including Vin- 
cent Lopez, Betty Hutton, Patricia 
Ellis and John Boles scheduled for 
Wednesday (8). The final (3d) week 
of ‘Zaza’ (Par) and Benny Goodman 
here was $26,000, okay. 


Radio City Music 1 (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) 
and stage show. A very fine $102,000 


in view for this week, with show 
holding over. This is the best since 
New Year’s for house, which since 
then has met with disappointing re- 
sults, including ‘Great Man Votes’ 
(RKO) last week which ended at 
close to 000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Pacific 
Liner’ (RKO) (2d week). Went to 
$11,000, very good, on the first week 
and wound up its second Monday 
night (30) at $7,000 after weather 
interference. but satisfactory and is 
being held another day or two, 
‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) opens here 
today (Wed.) or tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Opened here 
Saturday (28) after a powerful run 
of ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) and off satis- 
factorily though not in smash fash- 
ion. Picture is tyne that very likely 
may build beyond what now !>ks 
like a first week of about $20,000, 
good as it stands though not com- 
paring with ‘Beachcomber.’ which 
ended its fifth week at $11,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Jesse 
James’ (20th) and stage show (3d 
week). Refusing to yield to fresh 
competition on Broadway, 20th’s 
svectacle of the early west is holding 
to its guns for a nossible $50,000 this 
week (3d), excellent, and goes a 
fourth. Last week (2d) picture built 
beyond early expectations to a fancy 
$64,000. “Tailspin’ (20th) is next here. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—‘ Antoinette’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Ina Ray Hutton 
band. Down here from a recent dis- 
appointing week at the Capitol on 
its first run pop engagement, follow- 
ing a $2 run, the Shearer-Power cos- 
tumer is doing nicely and should hit 
around $24,000, aided by the Hutton 
orchestra. Last week, ‘Sweethearts’ 
(M-G). also did very well here on 
second-run, snaring $29,000, with 
Ann Sothern and the Roger Pryor 
band on the stage as company. 

Strand (2,767; 20-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘They Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and 
Leo Reisman band (2d-final week). 
Rode through to $35,000 last week 
(1st) and is holding uv stoutly on the 
second, looking $25,000 or near. 
‘Wings of the Navy’ (WB) and the 
— Shaw band comes in’ Friday 
( * 





(Wed. 
after pushing through to a good $40. Se 
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‘Conn’ Sockeroo $43,700 in Two LA. 


- Spots; ‘Zaza’ 166, 
Eight Acers on 


Solo Fare, H.0.s Firm 


‘Criminal’ $15,000, 





Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 
‘Gunga Din,’ on first showing in 
the wes +, is duplicating heavy grosses 
being piled up in New York, and 
first week at the day-date RKO and 
Pantages looks like hefty $43,700 
This includes around $4,000 garnered 
at solo premiere at Pantages Wed- 
nesday night (25). At least four 
weeks run at each house predicted. 
‘Zaza’ moved into Paramount after 
three-day holdover of ‘Paris Honey- 
moon,’ which failed to click as hoped. 
Peculiar angle in this hotbed of dual 
bills currently is that eight of the 11 
first run houses are soloing. Only 
duals are at the Orpheum, United 
Artists and Wilshire, and in each in- 
stance these are all first runs. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Jesse James’ (2%th) | 
(2d week). Okay $8,700 on hold- | 
over, after initial week piled up ex- 
cellent $15,900. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB). Hit- 
ting fair pace and should show 
$8,009. Last week, ‘Off Record’ 
(WB) and ‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ 
(Rep), poor $5,900. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Pygmalion’ (M-G) (6th week). 
Very little letup in interest and at- 
tendance so current week should add 
another $4500. Fifth stanza ended 
(28) with $5,200. 

Hollywoed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)— ‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB). 
Running somewhat behind its day- 
dater, Downtown, and answer will 
probably be $7,000. Last Week. ‘Off 
Record’ (WB) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(Rep), fair $6,100. 

Orpheum (Bway) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par) and ‘Long 
Shot’ (GN) dual and vaudeville. 
Couple of first runs with stage vaude 
helping toward $7,500. Last week, 
‘Lawless Valley’ (RKO) and ‘Comet 
Over Broadway’ (WB) just fair 
$7,000 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO). Off to terrific 
start with more than $4,000 at $2 
preem and started (25) at regular 
admissions, with likely $23,200 the 
answer... Last week, three-day hold- 
over of ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Next 
Time Marry’ (RKO), okay $3,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Zaza’ (Par) and stage show. 
Rushed in (29) after three-day hold- 
over On second stanza of ‘Paris 
Honeymoon.’ Looks like $16,000. 
‘Honeymoon’ on the holdover $5,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO). A mopup at this down- 
town house and first seven days at 
no admission boost looks like ter- 
rific $20,500. Single day house rec- 
ord of $4,800 rung up Sunday (29). 


(2,024; 


2 





Opening day biggest in more than 
two years. Last week, final four 
days, ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Next 
Time Marry’ (RKO), good $3,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d week). 
Holdover profitable at $9,700. First 
week brought big $21,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55 )—‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) and 


‘Chan Honolulu’ (20th) dual. Two 
first runs here because of ‘Jesse 
James’ holdover at State, but results 
rot very encouraging at $2,000. Last 
week, “Trade Winds’ (UA) and 
‘Thanks Everything’ (20th), on 
moveover satisfactory $4,100 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—Dramatic School’ (M-G) and 
‘Chan Honolulu’ (20th) dual. First 
runs bringing so-so $3,960 to Wilshire 
district acer. Last week, holdover of 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) with ‘Ferdinand’ 
(Disney ). strong $5,600. 


‘CRIMINAL’-WOMAN’ 





GOOD 286 IN B’KLYN |i: 





Brooklyn, Jan. 31. 

Banner setup of flicker attractions 
in principal downtown deluxers. 
Socko attendance at Paramount, 
where “They Made Me a Criminal’ 
and “‘There’s That Woman Again’ are 
on screen. Loew's Metropolitan, 
holding ‘Marie Antoinette’ second 
stanza, also will ccme out on black 
side of the ledger. 

Strand has first-rate vaude bill 
fea‘uring Benny Meroff’s band, plus 
‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ on screen. 
Albee is good with ‘Great Man 
Votes’ and ‘Gambling Ship.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — “Great 
Man Votes’ (RKO) and ‘Gambling 
Sh’ (20th). 3 ; 
patel. Last week ‘Arizona Wildcat’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), weak 
$13,000. , d 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Going Places 
(WB) and ‘Disbarred’ (Par). Mild 
$15,000 in 10-day run, including part 
of last k. 


wee 
Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—“Marie An- 
toinetie’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Okay 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
. | Serer $320,000 
. (Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $331,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








| 
| 





$14,000. Last week Shearer flicker | 
got nice $18,000. 
Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50) — 


‘They Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and 
‘Woman Again’ (Col). Peachy $26,- 
000 expected. Last week ‘Zaza’ (Par) 
and ‘Miss X’ (Rep), okay $16,000. 
Strand (2,870; 25-35-50)—‘Smash- 





ing Spy Ring’ (Col) plus vaude fea- 

turing Benny Meroff’s band. Should | 
bring fair $11,000. Last week ‘Drum- | 
mond’ (Par) and vaude, same figure. | 


BLIZ BOFFING 
BUFFALO BIZ; | 
DIOT 136 


Buffalo, Jan. 31. 

Takings are high-low here cur- 
rently, the Century and Hipp going 
to the lowest figures in some weeks. 
‘Delight,’ at Buffalo, looks strong and 
‘Criminal’ and ‘Newsboys’ Home’ are 
following along closely. 

Heavy blizzard, which broke yes- 
terday (Monday), will probably 
keep figures down, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55) — 
‘Idiot's Delight’ (M-G). Got fine 
opening, but bad weather will prceb- 
ably hold it to $13,000, still good. 
Last week, ‘Zaza’ (Par), fair $9,600. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) — 
‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) (3d run). Third 
repeat sees business slipping down 
to around poor $4,000. Last week, 
‘Off Record’ (WB) and ‘Comet 

(WB), unsatisfactory 
$4,600. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Made Me Criminal’ (WB). Should 
see around nice $8,500. Last week, 
‘Stand Up’ (M-G), second run, fine 
$9,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Stand 
Up’ (M-G) (2d run). Looks poor at 
$4,000. Last week, ‘In French’ (Par) 
and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), under $4,000, 


very ©. 

Sddayetio (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) — 
‘Newsboys’ Home’ (U) and ‘Prison 
Break’ (U). Ideal card for here 
shooti for fine $9,000. Last week, 











al’ (Rep) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col), okay $7,000. 


Rand-Faces’ Wow 
$10,500 in Seattle 


‘ Seattle, Jan. 31. 

Prices upped to 32-42c. for Sally 
Rand, headliner at the Palomar, 
which is going along for record take. 
With five shows daily, house looks 
for great gross in small-seater. 

No particular excitement else- 
where. Colonial goes to mixed first, 
second and subsequent runs, with 
tri-weekly changes. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—“Trade Winds’ (UA) 
‘In French’ (Par). Moveover 
from Fifth heading for good $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and 
—t Drew’ (WB), six days, $1,600, 


ir 

Celiseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Indicate 
big $4,000. Last week, ‘Stablemates’ 
(M-G) and ‘Just Around Corner’ 
(20th), eight days, oke $3,100. 

Celonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21). 
This week, subsequent run; last 
week, ‘Rhythm of Saddle’ (Rep) and 
‘Tough Kid’ (Mono), split with ‘Bor- 
der G-Man’ (Mono) and ‘Sez O'Reilly’ 
(GB), fairish $1,900. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,349; 32-37-42)—‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
(M-G) and ‘N. Y. Sleeps’ (20th). Get- 
ting great $9,000. Last week, “Trade 
Winds’ (UA) and ‘In French’ (Par), 
four days of second week, okay 








Neat $18,000 antici- | $3,700 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Dr. Meade’ (Col) and ‘Little Ad- 
venturess’ (Col). Slow $3.300. Last 
woek, ‘West Point’ (UA) (2d week), 
$3.400, fair. 

Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Going Places’ (FN) 
and ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Extended run from Orpheum; getting 











a 


r $1,500 and out after five days. 
week, ‘Sweethearts’ 


(M-G) 
(4th wk), okay $2,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Thanks ery- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘Girl Downstairs’ 
(M-G). Indicate fair $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Going Places’ (FN) and ‘King 
Alcatraz’ (Par), $5,600, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 32-42 )— 
‘Strange Faces’ (U) plus Sally Rand 
on stage. Heading for immense $10,- 
500 at scale. Last week, ‘Dark 
Rapture’ (U) and ‘Orphan Annie’ 
(Par) plus vaude, good $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42) —‘Honeymoon’ (Par) 
and ‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO). An- 
ticipate $5,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Zaza’ (Par) and ‘Road Reno’ (U), 
$4,500, disappointing. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32 )— 
‘If King’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Doodle 
(RKO). Expect $2,200, okay. Last 


week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) and ‘Mr. | 
| Wong’ (Mono) (2d wk), good $1,700. 





‘WINDS’ BLOWS 
GOOD $12,000 
INK.C 


Kansas City, Jan. 31. 

Biz slightly better this week on 
the average, with the spotlight on 
‘Jesse James,’ holdover, and ‘Trade 
Winds,’ at Midland. 

‘Paris Honeymoon’ moved into 
Newman day early (Wed.) and do- 
ing medium biz. Bowes’ unit at 
Tower upping biz some over previous 
week, but still in the lower register. 
Exhibs had rainy weather to con- 
tend with over week-end, and snow 
in middle of previous week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (820 and 1,- 
200; 10-25-40)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) 
(24d wk). Biz holding up and looks 
for $11,000, very good. Last week 
saw near capacity, $15,000. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Trade Winds’ (UA) and ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G). Good week at 
$12,000. Last week ‘West Point’ 
(UA) and ‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col), 
slow $7,000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Honeymoon’ (Par). Biz in 
medium class at $6,000. Last week 
‘Zaza’ (Par), so-so $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Lady Vanishes’ (GB) and ‘Anna- 





bel’ (RKO). Lightweight bill and 
biz, in same trend, $4,500. Last 
week ‘Man Votes’ (RKO) and 


‘Torchy’ (FN), average $5,000. 
Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Mr. Mote (20th) and Major 
Bowes’ arms. Latter helping to bring 
biz up over last week, but still light 
at $8,000. Last week ‘Tough Guys’ 
(U) and vaude, very poor $6,000. 


‘Jesse,’ 1346, ‘Ithot’s,’ 
126, Socko in Denver 


Denver, Jan. 31. 

Fair weather is putting folks in 
show-going mood, and two houses, 
Denver and Orpheum, are in the big 
money class. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)-— 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) (2d wk) after a 
week at the Denver. Nice $4,000. 
Last week, good $4,500. 

Breadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ (RKO) (2d wk), after week at 
Orpheum. Poor $1,500. Last week; 
same films, nice $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Beachcomber’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,200. Last week, fine $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jesse James’ (20th). A smash at 
$13,500. Last week, “Thanks Every- 
thing’ (20th) and Major Bowes’ unit, 
good $11,500. 

Orpheum (RK) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Tdiot’s Delight’ (M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G). Great $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Man Votes’ (RKO) and 
wi Downstairs’ (M-G), only fair 

Parameunt (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Underworld’ (U) and ‘Arizona Wild- 
cat’ (20th). Nice $4,000. Last week, 
‘Going Places’ (FN) and ‘Sharp- 
shooters’ (20th), okay $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Thanks 
Everything’ (20th), after a week at 
Denver, and ‘Secrets Nurse’ (U). 
Poor $1.500. Last week, ‘Dawn Pa- 
trol’ (WB), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), good $2,000. 


‘Criminal’ Average $4,500 
In Port.; ‘Idiot’s’ Big 714G 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 31. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ is the current wow 
at Parker’s UA, where it’s set for a 
substantial run. Broadway is doing 
nicely with ‘Duke of West Point.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Breadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘West Point’ (UA) and ‘Comet 
Broadway’ (FN). Good enough $5.,- 
000. Last week, ‘Heart North’ (FN) 
and ‘Swing, Sister’ (U), poor $3,900. 














Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
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‘James’ $20,600, Shearer-Gable 


$15,000, Set Pace in 


Forte Frisco 





Key City Grosses | 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,653,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee Peer eree $1,660,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 theatres) 





ee eeeweeeee 








30-35-40)—Stand Up’ (M-G) and 
‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G) (3d week). 
Still okay at $2,500. Last week, good 
$2,900 ’ 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Made Me Crim- 
inal’ (WB) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep). 
Average at $4,500. Last week, ‘Woman 
Again’ (Col) and ‘Gangster Boy’ 
(Mono), fair $3,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Jesse James’ (20th) 
and ‘Torchy’ (WB) (2d wk). Still 
strong at $5,500. First week mopped 
up terrific $8,000. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Slave 
Ship’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). 
Average $1,800. Last week, ‘Co-ed’ 
(20th) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), so-so 
$1,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40 )—‘Idiot’s Delight’ and ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ (M-G). Big $7,500. 
Will hold. Last week, ‘Going Places’ 
(FN) and ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), 
five days, poor $2,500. 


“JESSE, $15,000, 
HI-DE-HO IN 
LVILLE 


Louisville,eJan. 31. 
‘Jesse James’ is pulling the natives 
to the Rialto calling for extra b.o. 
help to handle the crowds. Opening 
day Friday (27), biz topped every- 








thing with exception of ‘Snow 
White.’ 
‘Trade Winds’ and ‘Dramatic 


School,’ on a dual at Loew’s State, 
also pointing to bumper gross, and 
‘Kentucky’ in sixth downtown week 
at the Strand, shows no signs of 
slackening profitable pace. ‘They 
Made Me a Criminal,’ at Mary Ann, 
feeling effects of potent opposish. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brewn (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40)—-‘West Point’ (UA) 
and ‘Woman Again’ (Col). Getting 
a little attention after okay stanza at 
Loew’s State. Looks like average 
$1,800. Last week ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) 
and ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), fair 
$1,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB). Pointing to oke $1,700. Last 
week ‘Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Thanks Memory’ (Par), split with 
‘Service De Luxe’ (U) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (U), fair $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Leew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—Trade Winds’ (UA) and 


‘Dramatic Schoo]’ (M-G). Both items | Oka 


on this double header stacking up 
plenty strong, $9,000. Last week 
‘West Point’ (UA) and 
Again’ (Col), okay $6,500. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—"Made Me Criminal’ (WB). 
Copping some trade on strength of 
John Garfield’s fine acting, but op- 
posish a little too much to overcome. 
Windup should be medium $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Off Record’ (WB), light 


‘Woman 


Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Robin 
Hood’ (WB) and ‘Circus Girl 
(Mono), split with ‘Old Corral’ 
(Rep) and ‘Accidents Happen’ (Par). 
Fair $1,400. Last week, ‘Birth of 
Baby’ (Indie), split with ‘Sea Rack- 
eteers’ (Rep) and ‘Torchy Blane’ 
(WB), ‘Baby’ disappointed here and 
pulled after four days. Week wound 
up with mild $1,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) and 
March of Time. Biggest thing to hit 
this house since ‘Snow White.’ Hefty 
exploitation, Tyrone Power’s name 
and fact that outlaw operated in this 
state for a time, all combined to in- 
terest local patrons. Pointing to- 
ward terrific $15,000, and h.o. a cer- 
tainty. Last week ‘Son of Franken- 
stein’ (U) and ‘Marry’ (RKO), un- 
der expectations at $5,400, 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40) — ‘Kentucky’ (20th) and 
‘Down Farm’ (20th) (6th downtown 
week). Still romping along at profit- 
able clip and has already broken 
town’s consecutive run record. Aim- 
ing at fine $3,000, and indications 
are for still another stanza here. 
Last week healthy $4,000, 





San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Strong pictures with top-notch 
casts are faring well at the b.o. this 
week, Biggest. grosser is ‘Jesse 
James,’ which got off to a big start 
after a good advance exploitation 
campaign. 

Norma Shearer and Clark Gable, 
in ‘idiot’s Deiighi,’ wili be right next 
to the Fox in the matter of money, 
Lynn Fontanne and Alfred Lunt, in 
legit version of ‘Idiot’s,’ did record 
biz at the Curran some time ago. 

Severe rainstorm yesterday (Mon- 
day) hurting biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) 
‘Jesse James’ (20th). Technicolor 
version of this horse opry doing 
sweet biz. Although picture has 
plenty of competition can’t complain 
with take of $20,000. Last week 
(2nd), ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and ‘Thanks 
Memory’ (Par) dismal $7,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 35-55) 
—Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO). Na- 
tives are suckers for pictures with a 
San Francisco locale. P.a. by Bobby 
Breen, Henry Armetta and Leo Car- 
rillo opening day helping gross to 
fine $15,500. Last week ‘Marry’ 
(RKO) and John Boles in person, 
heaithy $16,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Swing Sis- 
ter’ (U). Instead will do $8,500, 
which is good, but not nearly as big 
as expected. Last week ‘Woman 
Again’ (Col) and ‘Spy Ring’ (Col), 
okay $8,700. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-55- 
75 )—‘Idiot’s. Delight’ ‘(M-G) and 
‘Torchy Blane’ (WB). Take of 
$15,000 is hotcha. Last week ‘Zaza’ 
(Par) and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), $12,500, 
disappointing. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and ‘Thanks 
Memory’ (Par). House had nothing 
else available and had to take this 
bill, which went sour in second 
stanza at Fox. Will be lucky to get 
$3,500. Last week (4th wk) ‘Sweet- 
hearts’ (M-G) pallid $3,000 in six 
days. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—Trade Winds’ (UA) (3d 
wk.). Calming down a bit at $5,500. 
Last week got $9,000, good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Devil’s Island’ (WB) and ‘Off 
Record’ (WB). Biz poor at $8,500. 
Last week ‘Honeymoon’ (Par) and 
— York Sleeps’ (20th), $12,000, 
air. 


Ams Revive Stage Show 
In Lincoln, Nice $3,600 


Lincoln, Jan. 31. 

‘Jesse James’ is pulling a fancy 
gross at the Stuart. Ozark terrorist 
in technicolor is figured tasty enter- 
tainment meat, and house planted it 
early so it'll get a nine or 10-day 
run. Over that distance should be a 
cinch for fancy $6,500, or better. 

Vaude made its first bow in 1989 
at the Lincoln (28) after it was 
originally set for the Stuart. Major 
Bowes’ unit, ‘Rodeo Rhythm,’ is the 
starter for two days only with 
‘Spring Madness.’ 

Orpheum, almost ready to re-light, 
will be re-named the Nebraska, un- 
less a contest on now uncovers a 


better it 
mates fer This Week 
Celenial (NTI-Noble-Monroe ) (750; 
10-15)—Kid Back’ (WB) and ‘Saddle 
( ), split with ‘Mystery House’ 
(WB) and ‘Cattle Raiders’ (Cel). 
. Last week, ‘Pioneer 
(Col) and ‘Invisible Menace’ 
(WB), split with ‘Missing Witnesses 
(WB) and California Frontier’ (Col), 
aliright 


Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
25)—Dark Journey’ (UA) and ‘Army 
Girl (Rep). Doing fairly well, $2,- 
000. Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) and 
Fo aaa (Col), house opener, € 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
15-25-35 )—‘Spri Madness’ (M-G) 
and Major Bowes’ ams on stage (two 
s), n tic School’ (M-G). 
Vaude revival should bring house 
nifty $3,600 on week. Last w 
Fg ena ‘Swing, Sister 

Stuart (LC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
40)—‘Jesse James’ (20th). Double- 
barreled entertainer, going nine OF 
10 days, probably to $8,000, excellent. 
Last week, ‘Zaza’ (Par), four days, 
$2,000, slim. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Going Places’ (WB). Doing 
very nicely, probably $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ (WB) (2d week), $2,- 
300, okay. - 


Fight Pic Probe 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Agents of the U. S. Department of 
Justice were reported to be in Philly 
last week and several weeks pre- 
vious to check on biz done by fight 
pictures here. 

Although they refused to reveal 
the purpose of their probing, it 
believed that a violation of the strin- 
gent laws regarding transportation 
of fight films was behind it. 
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Rain Swamps Philly; Dorsey- Fate’ 


- Poor $22,004, 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Despite nifty marquees practically 
all down the line, biz is extremely 
disappointing. Some fair figures are 
peing hung up, but they’re far below 
what was expected. Aiding and 
abetting the slump is old man 
weather, rain hurting over the week- 
end and practically annihilating it 
yesterday (Monday). — aoa 

Most welcome sight is ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’? at Boyd. Queues are frequent 
at the house, pushing up gross to 
nifty $22,500. ‘Beachcomber,’ on the 
other hand, though heavily ballied, is 
running along in slow gear. Clinch- 
ing $13,500, fair for the house. 

Even the dependable vaudfilm 
Earle is failing to mesh in the accus- 
tomed manner with Tommy Dorsey 
on the boards. While the trombone 
tooter last March did better than 
27.000, he’s set for hardly more than 
$52'500 this run. That’s hardly prof- 
itable on the heavy nut. ‘Jesse James,’ 
in second session at Stanley, soften- 
ing considerably, down to $12,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75 )— 
‘Beachcomber’ (Par). Probably hurt 
by so-so reviews, despite strong 
ballyhoo. Clicking for only $13,500, 
fair, but will probably h. o. Last 
week, ‘Topper’ (UA) (2d wk) weak- 
ened badly for cold $7,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G). Bright spot 
of midtown with nifty $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Zaza’ (Par) (2d wk), very sad 
$7,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-37-42-57-68) 
—Fiirting Fate’ (M-G). Tommy 
Dorsey orch on stage. Mediocre 
showing at $22,500. Last March, with 
a pic of about equal strength, band 
registered better than $27,000. Last 
week, ‘Off Record’ (WB) and Ben 
Bernie and Mary Small on stage, 


$19,100, poor. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB). Very 
tepid at $14,000. Last week, ‘Son 
rankenstein’ (U), $11,000, extremely 
disappointing after swell biz done 
reissue of ‘Frankenstein’ and 
‘Dracula’ at Studio a couple doors 


away. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—Son Frankenstein’ (U) (2d run). 
Repeating its poor showing at the 
Fox with measly $3,000. Last week, 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) (2d run), 
unprofitable $2,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68) 
—Topper’ (UA) (2d run). Making 
nest showing at $3,100. Last week, 

oman Again’ (Col) (2d run), poor 
$3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—Jesse James’ (20th) (2d wk). Sat- 
isfactory, but skidded far more than 
expected to $12,000, after hitting nice 
$19,900 in initial sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Disbarred’ (Par). Failing to make 
any sort of showing at $3,400. Last 
week, ‘Ambush’ (Par), likewise set 
ae behind the black ball with 


WIOTS’ AT $22,000 
DELIGHTS PTSBG. 


, Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 
Practically all of the coin avail- 
able for entertainment this week is 
going to two spots, the Alvin, where 
Jesse James’ is packing "em in, and 
the Penn, where ‘Idiot’s Delight’ is 
headed for top biz. Elsewhere it’s 
strictly a case of the blues and 
Stosses hitting rock bottom. 
James’ giving the Alvin its best 
take since ‘Alexander,’ and will stay 
ere for second week instead of go- 
ing to Senator. ‘Idiot’s’ will move to 
Warner for its h. 0. First attraction 
in Stanley’s llth birthday celebra- 
aes Great Man Votes’ and Russ 
Organ’s band, taking it on the chin, 
while ‘Son of Frankenstein,’ now at 
Senator after nice sesh at Alvin, isn’t 
going gny where, either. 
stimates fer This Week 
oy ivin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-56)— 
esse James’ (20th). Nothing like it 
rg since ‘Alexander’ and a cinch 
a clean up big. Won't hit figure 
treet got, but should have no 
Touble getting at least $17,000, great. 
ca week, ‘Frankenstein’ (U), fell 
after big start and finished up 
just short of $10,000. 
oe (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
and ittle Women’ (RKO) (reissue), 
but Marry’ (RKO). Biz fair enough 
ik house can’t get any turnover, 
ii Tunning more than three hours. 
. oks like around $2,300. May stay 
pei extra days since Fulton hasn’t 
( Y product on tap until ‘Tail Spin’ 
P h) opens Feb. 10. Last week, 
ane Liner’ (RKO) and ‘Peck’s 
(RKO), in nine days all 


—fann (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
diot’s Delight’ (M-G).’ Shearer 
a Gable together b. 0. dynamite 
and raves for both performance and 
picture shooting this one right into 
tae brackets. Had the biggest 
- arday (28) since ‘Snow White’ 
M Paced for an easy $22,000, fine. 
: ae to Warner Friday (3) for sec- 
nd week. Last week, ‘Dawn Patrol’ 
), fizzed to less than $14,000. 
tor (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 











Laughton Fair $13,500 








—Frankenstein’ (U). Here for h. o. 
after nice Alvin week, but just stag- 
gering along and will be lucky to 
get even $2,000. Last week, second 
for ‘Kentucky’ (20th) here—film 
previously had seven days at Alvin— 
fair $2,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Man Votes’ (RKO) and Russ Mor- 
gan’s band. Flicker well received 
but getting no b. o. attention and 
orch, despite impressive radio rep, 
isn’t helping any. Looks like poor 
$13,500, if that. Last week, Bowes’ 


ams and ‘West Point’ (UA), fair 
$16,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 


‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) and ‘Tom Saw- 
yer’ (Par). Another bad week in 
store here. Couple of weakies won't 
better $2,800. Last week, ‘Devil’s Is- 
land’ (WB) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO), 
$4,600, okay. 


DIOTS STRONG 
$17,000 IN 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 

Except for a spell of warm weath- 
er against blizzard which struck yes- 
terday (Mon.), there’s no other ex- 
planation for the sudden spurt of 
business upward, at Ieast 50% better 
than last week’s. 

Triple-name stage pull of Ann 
Sothern, Roger Pryor and Eleanor 
Whitney is hurdling ‘Off the Rec- 
ord’ at the Palace to zingo $18,000. 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ only one notch be- 
low that, cleaning up the rest of the 
gravy for the State. Hipp made mis- 
take in keeping ‘Jesse James’ after 
last week’s slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—Dr. Meade’ (Col) and ‘Little 
Tough Guys’ (WB). Nice $2,000 for 
four days. Last week ‘Lady Vanishes’ 
(GB) and ‘Last Warning’ (U) (2d 
wk), good $2,800. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Pacific Liner’ (RKO). Not so stormy 
at $3,000, average. Last week ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U), chilled to $2,900. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—James’ (20th) (2d wk). A bit 
short on wind and stamina, $9,000 
being liberal. Last week, $12,500, 
good in spite of unexpected drop. 

Palace (RKO) (30-35-42-55)—‘Off 
Record’ (WB) plus vaude with Ar- 
thur Pryor orch, Ann Sothern and 
Eleanor Whitney. Latter being a 
localite, boosting solid bill some 
more for excellent $18,000. Last 
week ‘Going Places’ (WB) with Bill 
Robinson in flesh, $17,000, bright. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G). Yanking 
the femmes and smart plugging sets 
it for healthy $17,000. Last week 
‘Honeymoon’ (Par), Crosby’s poor- 
est te date, $7,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Four Girls’ (M-G). Just get- 
ting by with $3,000. Last week 
‘O'Connor’ (M-G), dived with the 
rest of town to $2,000. 


Labor Board’s Contempt 
Charge Vs. L. L. Exhibs 


State Labor Relations Board will 
ask N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora today (Wednes- 
day) to punish for contempt several 
Long Island, N. Y., motion picture 
theatre operators for failure to com- 
ply with the board’s order of last 
April relating to motion picture ma- 
chine operators employed by the the- 
atres. The Board’s order, later up- 
held by the court, directed the thea- 
tre operators to stop interfering with 
machine operators from joining Lo- 
cal 306 and also to reinstate six 
workers who had been fired for 
union activities. 

The Board claims the defendants 
have failed to comply with the order 
and now wants the court to impose 
penalties. 

The theatre operators complained 
of are: Long Island Theatre Corp., 
Cross Island Amus. Corp., Northern 
Amus. Corp., Laurelton Amus. Co., 
Merrick Gales Amus. Corp., and the 
Linden Operating Corp. 


Metro’s Ballet Testee 

Tamara Toumanova, ballet 
danseuse in ‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ 
Dwight Wiman musical which opens 
Feb. 9 at the Majestic, New York, 
has been optioned by Metro. 

She'll be tested during the show’s 
Broadway run. 
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Some Storm 





Chicago, Jan. 31. 

The heavy snowstorm here 
yesterday and today (Tuesday) 
is playing havoc with loop and 
nabe theatre business. 

Some 15 inches of snow has 
fallen. Which is about three 
inches taller than Jr. Laemmle. 


ae 


No B.0. Punch 
In Mpls.; ‘Idiot's 








Minneapolis, Jan. 31. 
Grosses continue to suffer from a 
lack of vitality. In at least two in- 
stances, ‘Idiot’s Delight’ and ‘Man 
to Remember,’ takings rate better 


than fair, but are still far below 
what could be termed highly im- 
pressive grosses. Gable-Shearer 
opus, at State, will lead town by a 
wide margin. ‘Man to Remember,’ 
in third week at World, continues to 
knock ’em dead at that sure-seater, 
but its $3,000 is a lot of money only 
for a 350-seater. 

Gopher, with ‘Going Places,’ still 
doing well, but here, too, a $3,500 
pull means plenty of patronage, 
without counting as really big coin. 
‘Stand Up and Fight’ will wind up 
eight pretty fair days at the Or- 
pheum, ‘but ‘There’s That Woman 
Again, while well liked, is doing 
none too well for the Century. 

Stage shows still are conspicuous 
by their absence. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Moto’s Last Warning’ (20th) and 
‘Swing, Sister’ (U), first-runs, split 
with ‘Newsboys’ Home’ (U) and 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par), also first-runs. 
Headed for satisfactory $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Tough Guys’ (U) and ‘Comet 
Broadway’ (FN), first-runs,’ split 
with ‘Spy Ring’ (Col) and ‘Marry’ 
(RKO), also first-runs, fair $1,500. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Woman Again’ (Col). Pleas- 
ing enough picture, but having 
plenty of boxoffice trouble. Will do 
well to reach light $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G), 
$4,000, light. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Going Places’ (FN). Dick Powell 
means nothing to boxoffice here any 
more, but house is definitely on map 
with policy that apparently spells 
consistently profitable grosses. Looks 
like pretty good $3,200. Last week, 
‘My Heart’ (UA), $3,400, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 25- 
35-40)—‘Stand Up’ (M-G). Picture 
in for eight days and giving good 
enough account of itself. Pretty good 
$6,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Dis- 
barred’ (Par) and Fibber McGee 
unit on stage, $7,500 in three days, 
good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G). Critics 
acclaim it one of year’s best and 
customers also doing share of boost- 
ing. Shearer-Gable names and 
play’s fame calculated to make turn- 
stiles hum. Shooting toward good 
$10,000. -Last week, ‘Honeymoon’ 
(Par), $6,000, mild. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
‘Walking Dead’ (U) (reissue) and 
‘From Big House’ (SR), split. Looks 
like mild $600. Last week, ‘Am 
Criminal’ (Mono), $700, fair. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Angels’ (FN), split with ‘Brother 
Rat’ (WB). First nabe showings. 
Good $3,200. Last week, ‘Angels’ 
solo, $2,800, good. 


World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Man Remember’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Still packing ’em in, principally as 
result of critics’ huzzahs. Long run 
sure. Very big $3,000. Last week, 
$3,100, great. 


SHEARER-GABLE PEPPY 
$12,000 IN OKAY PROV. 


Providence Jan. 31. 

Biz on upswing again, with ‘Idiot’s 
Delight’ at State getting good $12,- 
000. Others swinging along at 
healthy pace include ‘They Made Me 
a Criminal,’ at Majestic, and ‘Girls’ 
School,” at Strand. 

Albee is holding its own with re- 
vivals, ‘It Happened One Night’ and 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
’"Mr. Deeds’ (Col) (revivals). Aver- 
age $6,500. Last week ‘Fugitives 
Night’ (RKO) and Ozzie Nelson on 
stage, fair $7,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—Trade Winds’ (UA) and O’Con- 
nor’ (M-G) (2d run). Pacing for $6,- 
000, fine. Last week ‘Kentucky’ 
(20th) and “Titans Deep’ (GN), $5,- 
000, okay. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) and vaude. 
Healthy $8,000. Last week ‘King Un- 











106 Paces Town 


| ‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘Mysterious 


Loew's Admish Cut May Set Off Price 
War in Balto; Topper Fair $10,000 





derworld’ (WB) and vaude, swell 
$8,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G) and ‘Homi- 
cide Bureau’ (Col). Headed for 
peppy $12,000. Last week “Trade 
Winds’ (UA) and O’Connor’ (M-G), 
nice $11,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.3. : 25-35-50)— 
‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and ‘Go- 


ing Places’ (WB). Stepping nicely 
for swell $8,000. Last week ‘Heart 
North’ (WB) and ‘Smiling Along’ 


(20th), weak $5,000. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 


Rider’ (Par). Looks good for $8,- 
000. Last week ‘In French’ (Par) 
and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), meek $4,500. 


DET. SKIDS, BUT 
IDIOTS OKAY 
$11,000 


Detroit, Jan. 31. 
Slippery boulevards and snow are 
combining with strong counter-at- 
tractions to hand downtown film 


boxoffices plenty of competish. The 
blizzard yesterday (Mon.) and today 
is believed to have cut business 65% 
below normal. ‘Jesse James,’ plus 
vaude, continues to pull ’em in 
at the Fox on holdover, while ‘Idiot’s 
Delight’ is getting favorable play at 
the United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Pacific Liner’ (RKO) coupled with 
‘Annabel’ (RKO). Won’t get more 
than $3,500, mild. Last session, 
about $3,700 for ‘Secrets Nurse’ (U) 
and ‘Down Farm’ (20th). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d wk) with 
holdover stage show. After clicking 
off smash $35,000 first stanza, Power 
opus should come home with okay 
$18,000 currently. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Cowboy and*Lady’ (UA) 
plus ‘Ambush’ (Par), dual. Headed 
for bad $10,000. Last week ‘Honey- 
moon’ (Par) and ‘Off Record’ (3), 
only fair $11,500. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Stand Up’ (M-G) 
(2d run) plus ‘Federal Man-Hunt’ 
(Rep). Taylor-Beery flicker moved 
here after poor stanza at UA; figures 
for fair $6,500. Last stanza mild 
$5,000 for ‘Zaza’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Long Shot’ (GN), former _ film 
moved here from Michigan. 

* United Artsts (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
(M-G). Ballyed nicely and should 
get good enough $11,000 and holds. 
ts $6,000 last week for ‘Stand Up’ 
-G). 


‘Manton’-Vaude Fine 
$10,000 in Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 

Loew’s looks like the best bet for 
the week with ‘Mad Miss Manton’ 
and Count Berni Vici unit. ‘Citadel’ 
at Palace should also do well. Bal- 
ance of theatres are spotty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G). Big bally on this 
one is getting results; $7,000, 
good. Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G), 
er erg er 

Capitel ( ) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Woman Again’ (Col) and ‘Spy Ring’ 
(Col). Won’t see better n $3,- 
500, fair. Last week ‘Kentucky’ 
(20th) and ‘March of Time’s Refu- 


gee,’ good $5,000. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and Count 
Stage show may 














Berni Vici unit. 
jack up gross to $10,000 with. in- 


creased admish, very good. ° Last 
week ‘In French’ (Par) and vaude, 
poor $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)— 


‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Swing, Sis- 
ter’ (Par). Good enough $3,800. Last 
week, repeat session of ‘Beach- 
comber’ (Par) and ‘Drummond’ 
(Par) very good $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Topper’ (UA) and ‘Women Prison’ 
(RKO). Looks like $3,500, good. 
Last week ‘King Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Happened One Night’ ‘Col) (reis- 
sues), $1,800, poor. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Courier de Lyon.’ Fair 
$1,800. Last week ‘Prison de 
Femmes,’ repeat, $1,000, so-so. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—‘La Goualéuse’ and stage show. 
Pointing to very good $7,000. Last 





week ‘Barnabe’ and ‘Gosse de Riche,’ 


' $7,500, excellent. 


Baltimore, Jan. 31. 

Decision of Loew’s Century to cut 
admission scale beginning Thursday 
(2) heaping additional blues on 
downtown exhibs. Slice, coincident 
with elimination of stage shows at 
Century, will cut former top of 55c 
to 40e and set a 25c admission up to 
6 p. m., instead of 12:30 noon hereto- 
fore. Keith’s is expected to follow 


|suit. Combo Hipp will hold to pres- 
ent scale. New and Stanley are un- 
certain. 


Considerable jerking around of 
dates last week to offset tepid tak- 
ings had the Stanley pulling out 
‘Say It in French’ on Wed. (25) and 
rushing in ‘Zaza,’ previously. set for 
Sat. (28). Keith’s, too, yanked 
‘Newsboys Home’ on short notice, 
inserting ‘Devil’s Island,’ also pre- 
viously planned for later booking. 
‘Jesse James,’ at New, continues 
strong in its second week, and Hipp, 
thanks to strong vaude lineup, head- 
ed by Ben Biue and Helen Morgan, 
hitting it off ir pleasing style. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-65) —"Topper’ (UA). Holding 
fairish pace; possible $10,000. Last 
week, ‘West Point’ (UA), unexciting 
$8,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Spring Madness’ 
(RKO) and vaude headed by Ben 
Blue and Helen Morgan. Okay $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Man Votes’ (RKO) 
and p. a. of Connie Boswell, fair 
$10,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Devil’s Island’ (U). 
Starting second week tomorrow 
(Wed.) with mildish $5,500 under its 
belt, after being rushed in to replace 
‘Newsboys Home’ (U), which couldn’t 
get anywhere at $2,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding up in excellent style to sat- 
isfying $6,500 after rosy opener to 
$8,900, biggest here in moons. Third 
week set. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Zaza’ (Par). Rushed in to re- 
place ‘In French’ (Par), which hob- 
bled along to bare $2,700. ‘Zaza’ 
will run until Sat. (4), when ‘Wings 
of the Navy’ (WB) opens. Ten days 
of Colbert pic headed for fairish 
total of $7,000. 


POWER SOCKO 
IN OMAHA, 156 





Omaha, Jan. 31. 

‘Jesse James’ is rocking a host of 
records at the Orpheum here with 
an estimated $15,000 take, beating 
‘Alexander.’ Opening day set a new 
mark and Sunday show socked an- 
other. 

‘Jesse’ pumping up business all 
around, with ‘Paris Honeymoon’ at 
the Orpheum clicking nice $8,500. 
‘Son of Frankenstein’ holding up 
weli in spite of competish. 


Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Hardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘Young Heart’ (UA), split 
with ‘Girls School’ (Col), ‘Comet 
Broadway’ (FN) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), tripler. Very good $2,300. 
Last week ‘Angels’ (FN) and ‘Fours’ 
Crowd’ (FN), split with ‘Giants’ 
bers’ (20th), tripler, very good $2:300. 
, Vv ° 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)-—Frankenstein’ (20th) and 
‘Annabel’ (RKO). Good $4,800. Last 
week ‘Pacific Liner’ (RKO) and 


‘Girls Probation’ (FN), $4,400, 
Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10- — 
‘Honeymoon’ (Par) and ‘* 
Fate’ (M-G). Excellent . Last 
week ‘Zaza’ (Par) and ‘Up River’, 
(20th), $6,700, ge. 
Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25- 


40)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) and ‘Swing, 
Sister’ (U). Smash $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Kentucky’ (20th) and ‘Down 
Farm’ (20th), $13,000, socko. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-25-40) 
—‘Western Jamboree’ (Rep), ‘Gang 
Bullets’ (Mon), first-runs, and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th), tripler, split with 
‘River Range’ (Rep), first-run, 
‘Young Heart’ (UA), and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U). Good $2,000. Last week 
Flight Fame,’ ‘California Frontier’ 
(Col), first-runs, and ‘Giants’ (FN), 


tripler, split with ‘Tombstone’ 
(RKO), ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Angels’ (FN), $1,800, good. 





Horton Back to Par 

Edward Everett Horton left yes- 
terday (Tues.) for the Coast to re- 
turn to the Paramount studio which 
| gave him a leave of absence that he 
|might make a film abroad. 

Completing ‘Gang’s All Here’ in 
London, Horton returned to the 
States Thursday (26), accompanied 
by his sister. 
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Radio City’s first six days, with 
record cold and blinding rain 
sweep if into that coveted ‘over 
$100,000," top money class! 
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Los Angeles Hillstreet and Pan- 
fages go to all-time money 


record! * 


Miami Beach beats the former 
record holder... moves to 
the Paramount, Miami, for ex- 
tended run! 











JUST THREE OPENINGS -AND 
A DEMONSTRATION OF BOX- 
OFFICE POWER THAT THE 
BUSINESS HASN’T SEEN IN 
MONTHS! 
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| BRIT. LABOR’S QUOTA BEEF 


British-Aussie Pact on Quota Films 
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Would Help Production Down Under 


Sydney, Jan. 13. 
Great Britain may heed a proposal 
that ultimately might enable Aus- 
tralian pictures to enter England as 


quota credit films, according to in- 
formation current in political chan- 
nels here. If approved, it would aid 
film production here, since Aus- 
tralian-made pictures might be in- 
cluded as quota credit productions 
py U. S. and other foreign companies 
complying with the British quota. 

Whole thing is tied up with the 
reciprocity treaties. Previous to the 
new British quota, pictures made in 
Canada, Australia, India and other 
British dominions could be counted 
as quota credit vehicles. New quota 
act wiped this out, much to the dis- 
comfiture of producing outfits here 
and in Canada. 

Permission grant came on the 
heels of the decision by the New 
South Wales government recently to 
permit a 15% quota on British films 
for exhibition in this state. This 
stipulation requires an exhibitor in 
N. S. W. to make up 15% of his 
year’s program with British-made 
pictures. At the time it was men- 
tioned that continuance of this clause 
in the new law depended largely on 
whether the British government 
made a reciprocal agreement. 

Now it is reported that British 
producers have been constantly in 
touch with politicos in England. 
Britishers of course are pleased by 
the stand taken by N. S. W. and it 
has been learned that proposals have 
been made to federal officials in 
Australia to make the proposal na- 
tional in scope. It has been hinted 
that Victoria, South Australia and 
Queensland would fall in line with 
N. S. W. in assuring British pic- 
tures at least 15% showing. 

Officials in N. S. W. have met con- 
tentions that the public will not buy 
British pictures by pointing to the 
boxoffice success here of ‘Lady Van- 
ishes,’ ‘Pygmalion,’ ‘It’s in the Air’ 
and ‘Citadel.’ 


AUSSIE AFTER 
EUROPEAN PIX 


Sydney, Jan. 13. 


_ Effort being made this year to cul- 
tivate a market in New South Wales 
for top features from Europe. A new 
company may be formed here to bid 
for product turned out in Russian, 
French and German studios. Uni- 
versal success of ‘Mayerling,’ French- 
made, is regarded as being back of 
move. 

Biggest difficulty in selling such 
Petures is that ace theatres are con- 
trolled by Hoyts, Carrolls, Greater 
Union Theatres and Metro. 


‘ 











N. Z. Seeking Product 
Auckland, N. Z., Jan. 13. 
New Zealand group here is re- 
Ported seeking foreign product, par- 
ticularly ace Russian and French 
features. Recent success of certain 


foreign-produced films in U. S. is| Se 


Said to be the basis for this new in- 
terest, 

A. W. Andrews, of Gisborne, re- 
Ported making deals in London for 
French and Soviet features with 
strong boxoffice possibilities, 





Jewish League Active 


. Berlin, Jan. 21. 

Jewish Cultural League: here is 
encing a number of American 
1 ms to be shown. The list includes 


c anuel’ (‘Captains Courageous’) and 
b amilla (nee ‘Rebecca’) of Sunny- 
rook Farm.’ 
aft sanization was ordered to fold 
ae the Rath murder in Paris. Gen- 
on upheaval following resulted in 
we disbanding, but upon of- 
es command the League has been 
M ced to raise its curtain once more. 
stly upon empty houses, 


Deninnen 


n Old Chicago,’ ‘Lord Jeff’ (M-G), 24 








Clark to N. Y. 


Ralph Clark, Warner Bros. man- 
ager for Australia, who arrived on 
the Coast from Down Under, last 
week, is expected to come to New 
York Friday (3) for homeoffice hud- 
dles. 

Clark will confer with Sam E. 
Morris, WB v.p. in charge of foreign 
affairs, in N. Y. 


MARKS HEADS 
ANZAC COMMISH 


Sydney, Jan. 31. 

The government of New South 
Wales has appointed F. W. Marks as 
chairman of the Films Commission, 
provided for in the new laws passed 
about 30 days ago. 

Other members of the commission 
are Stewart Jamieson, attorney here 
and picture critic for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission; F., W. 
Kitching, former industrial registrar, 
and Commissioner A. Weir, recalled 
from the government’s London office 
to become permanent secretary. 

Marks is well known in the pic- 
ture industry, but others are com- 
paratively unknown to the business, 
The new Quota Act for New South 
Wales becomes operative Feb. 1. 
The section requiring exhibitors in 
this state to make up their programs 
with 15% British product will not 
be placed in force until later. 


FOUR JEWISH ARTISTS 
BANNED FROM EGYPT 


Cairo, Jan. 15. 

Consternation has been caused 
among Jewish cabaret performers 
and musicians intending working in 
Egypt due to refusal of the Egyptian 
government to allow three members 
of an Italian orchestra to enter the 
country, and one cabaret singer to 
extend her working stay, ostensibly 
because they are Jewish. 

In the case of the musicians, they 
held visas to enter Egypt, but were 
refused admittance on arriving in 
Alexandria after they had told pass- 
port officials their faith upon ques- 
tioning. Second instance of w. k, 
opera singer who had finished her 
contract at one cabaret and had been 
offered a spot at another club. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 

















‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, ’37. 

‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 

‘The Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome— 
Aug. 17. 

‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 

‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 

‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess— 


pt. 20. 
‘Elephant in Arcady,’ Savoy — 
Oct. 5. 

‘When We Are Married,’ St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 11. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ Wyndham’s—Oct. 
1 


4. 

‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 
Oct. 18. 

‘Geneva,’ Seville—Nov. 22. 

‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24. 

‘No. 6,’ Aldwych—Dec. 21 

‘Babes in the Wood,’ Drury Lane 
—Dec. 23. 
‘Charley’s Aunt,” Haymarket — 
Dec. 24. 
‘Queen of Hearts,’ Lyceum — Dec. 


‘Let’s Pretend,’ St. James—Dec. 26. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Shaftesbury— 
Jan. 19. 

Chauve Soiris,”’ Kingsway—Jan. 17. 

‘Western Chamber,’ New—Jan. 20. 

‘Magyar Melody,’ His Majesty’s— 
Jan. 20. 

‘Design for Living,’ Haymarket— 
Jan. 25. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Criterion— 
Jan. 26. 
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New Law Restricts Quickie 
Producer Under Stipulated | 
Credit Provisions — Influ-| 
ence of Politics May Help | 
Alter Present Setup 


PLENTY FIREWORKS 





London, Jan. 31. 

Although the new British quota 
law will not wind up its first year 
until the end of March, dissatisfac- 
tion from the labor group in 
Parliament has started to gain mo- 
mentum. Fact that there are num- 
empty picture studios in 
Great Britain and that labor has not 
obtained the anticipated employment 
under the new statute makes plenty 
of ammunition for those seeking re- 
vision, 

Films Council, an integral part of 
the British quota setup, must recom- 
mend changes to the Board of 
Trade. After this body acts, any 
change has to be approved by 
Parliament. Meantime, unless there’s 
a change enacted before April 1, 
when the second year of the quota 
starts, foreign distributors will have 
their quota percentages tilted from 
15 to 20% during fhe second year. 

Labor is badly dissatisfied with the 
way the new quota has worked out. 
New law also has proved disappoint- 
ing to the quickie producer. Statute 
with its triple and double-credit 
quota production rules has resulted 
in fewer productions but the lesser 
number has been of higher quality 
than in recent years, under the old 
quota law. 

Banks won’t finance quickies be- 
cause these minimum-budget films 
do not comply with new quota act 
provisions, and hence’ are wastage. 
It was the mushroom growth of 
quickie films that was responsible for 
considerable activity in studios dur- 
ing the past. This kept labor busy. 
When the new quota wiped out the 
quickies, the labor group naturally 
felt it was being abused. Because 
labor government leaders now are 
influential something may come of 
the present move to alter the pres- 
ent quota statute. 





New York Slant 


Drive by the labor group in Eng- 
land to have the British quota law 
changed so that studio workers re- 
ceive more employment is regarded 
in New York by film officials as be- 
ing a revival of the old squabble over 
Great Britain’s quota. 

‘Laborites are beating the war 
drums again, calling together the 
whole anti-American group,’ said 
one executive, ‘in another attempt to 
push through their pet ideas on how 
the quota law should read. 

‘Some branch of the business is al- 
most sure to .uffer under any quota 
law concocted but the present one 
seems to promise most for the sub- 
stantial development of Britain’s 
picture business.’ 





Trade Squabble 
London, Jan. 22. 

Battle is being stirred up by lead- 
ers in the trade here over results 
obtained thus far by the British quota 
in its first year. It all started at a 
luncheon given by General Films 
Distributors prior to the trade 
showing of ‘The Mikado,’ when 
Charles M. Woolf criticized the Eng- 
lish quota law and claimed it was 


Jerusalem Cafe Biz Up with Ease 
Of 10-Year-Old Ban on Shows 
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Say It Ain’t So 





Jerusalem, Jan. 15. 

Americans resident in Pales- 
tine have been complaining of 
late about their cinema fare, 
yelping that most of the pictures 
necessitate explanations to their 
native friends that ‘America 
isn’t really like that at all.’ 

The latest to raise their ire 
was a resurrection of the Metro 
musical, ‘Rosalie,’ which made 
West Point look to them like a 
training center for chorus girls. 


BRITAIN MAY 
BUY PINEWOOD 


London, Jan. 31. 

Pinewood Studios may pass into 
the hands of the British Government 
if secret negotiations now pending 
for purchase of the studio properties, 
including land on which it stands, 
goes through. Reliable sources re- 
port that $1,375,000 has been offered 
by the government, on a basis of $5 
per square foot. Indications are that 
Pinewood directors will accept. 

Unofficial rumors of liquidation of 
the Pinewood enterprises have been 
rife for the past six months and pre- 
ceded recent amalgamation of Pine- 
wood with Denham studios. Capt. 
Richard Norton, now on board of the 
combined studios, was one of the 
principal factors in creation of the 
Pinewood plant, rated the equal of 
any studio in England or America 
from standpoint of facilities and 
physical equipment. 

Scarcity of British productions in 
1938, chiefly due to withdrawal of 
financial investments by British 
banks, insurance companies, etc., and 
headaches of Denham Studio backers 
in keeping that plant occupied and 
on a paying basis, is said to have led 
to necessity of cutting down unpro- 
ductive situations and concentrating 
producing activities in one studio 
instead of two. 


ROGERS’ BRITISH 
SALES CONFERENCE 


Budd Rogers, American distribut- 
ing representative for British pro- 


ducers, such as Mayflower Pictures 
and Alliance Films, sails for London 
on Saturday (4) to confer with John 
Maxwell, head of Associated Brit- 
isn Pictures, and Eric Pommer and 
Charles Laughton of Mayflower. 


U. S. sales plans for Alliance line- 
up, 20-24 pictures for ’39-40 sea- 
son, and two productions from May- 
flower will be discussed. There is 
little likelihood of talk being re- 
vived about proposal brought for- 
ward by Rogers last year that all 
British producers should lump their 
American distribution through one 
releasing outlet. Scheme fell 
through when Maxwell, Herbert 
Wilcox, the Ostrers and other pro- 
ducers failed to see eye to eye in 
the matter. 


Boreo Opens Big At 
Coliseum in London 


























responsible for the large unemploy- | 
ment in British studios. 

The luncheon preceded an award 
given by the Cinematographic Ex- | 
hibitors Association to “The Mikado.’ | 

Statement of George Elvin, secre- | 
tary of the Film Industry Employees’ | 
Council, outlined his reasons for dis- | 
agreeing with Woolf. He said Woolf | 
gave the impression only good films 
could be made in Great Britain if 








only a few are made. | 


London, Jan. 31. 


Emile Boreo was outstanding in 
opening on the new Coliseum bill 
here yesterday (Monday), topping 
the card of four American acts, Clif- 
ford and Marion, mixed comedy 
team, clicked with their sure-fire 
repertoire and the Four Bachelors, 
singers, only so-so. They fit bet- 
ter in cabarets or intime spots. 

Gautier’s Steeplechase, canine cir- 
cus, in opening bill. 


Jerusalem, Jan. 15. 
Jerusalem’s cafes have perked up 
considerably of late owing to the re- 
laxation of a century-old edict that 
no stage shows or acts were to be 
performed in the Holy City. 


In the Vienna Cafe, popular haunt 
of local and foreign journalists, Brit- 
ish army officers, musicians on the 
prowl, and whatever cafe society 
there is, the owner has put on a 
singing act three times weekly. 
With a versatile four-piece orches- 
tra, the singers, drawn from local 
talent, warble popular classics, but 
stay away from the hot numbers. 
Such persons as Marcel Noe, once 
a favorite tenor of Berlin’s Opera 
House, and others have appeared at 
the Vienna Cafe. 


Owner of the house, Max Adler, 
a Viennese, has also introduced Fri- 
day night dancing and Saturday tea 
shindigs. Previously, the authorities 
would have frowned on this, but 
with 25,000 British soldiers here, 
with nothing to do on those eve- 
nings (cinemas are closed because 
of the Jewish Sabbath, and all 
houses are Jewish) they have let up 
a bit. 

Even the staid German restaurant 
has blossomed forth with a show. 
The latter never went in for a band 
before this year, when it remodeled 
the place, went moderne, and put 
in an orchestra for Friday and Sat- 
urday nights, Sunday morning and 
Sunday night. It’s a rowdy joint, 
but it’s coining money with its new 
policy of music and acts. 

The mortality rate of performers 
from the outside is very high owing 
to the fact that local talent is so 
abundant local people feel it. a slight 
if outside acts are brought in, re- 
sulting in a corresponding letdown 
in the cafes. 


Several hotels in town have put 
in small-time bands for Friday 
nights and Saturday afternoons, and 
are doing quite well. This has made 
the deluxe King David, ace hostelry 
in Palestine, feel the pinch at its 
Saturday and Sunday tea dansants, 
The King David last year broke out 
with a ‘snack bar,’ where food and 
drinks were cheaper than in the 
regular bar and restaurant, and 
where Sam Samely’s band, once of 
Egypt, does the chores. Samely is 
a versatile lad with the sax, but he 
complains he can’t get the new 
numbers out fast enough to suit 
the crowds, He’s still on the ‘Lam- 
beth Walk,’ which still wows them, 
though. 


REVIVE COWARD 
PLAY IN LONDON 


London, Jan, 31. 

‘Design for Living,’ John C. Wil- 
son’s presentation of the Noel Co- 
ward play, was revived Wednesday 
(25) at the Haymarket here. Recep- 
tion was favorable but reviews wera 
generally unfavorable. Cast gener- 
ally considered unsatisfactory. 


This is the first offering of the play 
here by Wilson, and stars Diana 
Wynyard, Rex Harrison and Anton 
Walbrook. Harold French directed, 
Roger Furse handled the decor. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ light com- 
edy bordering on farce, which was 
introduced at the Criterion Thursday 
(26), lacks sufficiently sustaining 
story. Limited stay is indicated, 








H’WOOD’S POLISH MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

First of a series of four Cinecolor 
musicals in the Polish language, 
chiefly for distribution in Poland, 
has been completed by Polish Pic- 
tures, Inc., under direction of Alvin 
Wykoff. 

Feature, ‘The Peasant’s Wedding,’ 
| was authored by B. Rostworowski, 
| president of the company, and had 
an all-Polish cast. 
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"HOLD YOUR SIDES. AND WATCH 
YOUR HEART. . here comes the big 


new Bobby Breen Show ! 








Laughs, thrills and unique screen ad- 
venture midst backgrounds never before 
used for a picture — the colorful colony 
of fisherfolkk who work and sing their 
way through life along San Francisco's 
colorful “Dead End” — that little bit of 


». the Old World that begins at the foot of 
fam Taylor Street, and ends in the mists of 
the Golden Gate! ... New, novel enter- 
tainment brought to you by a sterling 
box-office cast and a producer who 

, knows what you want! 


ast 


CARRILLO 


HENRY 


ARMETTA 


« KO TRE PATRICK ent SLICKER Si 


KADIO 
— T PRODUCED BY SOL LESSER 
DIRECTED BY BERNARD VORHAUS 


SCREEN PLAY BY BERNARD SCHUBERT - JAN HUNTER 
HERBERT CLYDE LEWIS 
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Made for Each Other 


ted Artists release of Selznick-Inter- 
jatioeal production, Stars Ca)ole Lombard 
and James Stewart; features Charles Co- 
burn, Lucile Watson. Directed by John 
ll, Screenplay by Jo Swerling; edi- 
tors, Hal C. Kern, James E. Newcom; 
production designe@ by William Cameron 
Menzie; music, Lou Forbes; special effects, 
Jack Cosgrove; camera, Leon Shamroy. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Jan. 
30, "30. Running time, 90 MINS. 


F ABON.. ce csecccecs «»-Carole Lombard 
Jobe Geaen er Ty eeeee- James Stewart 
Judge Doolittle....+.+ee++ »-Charles Coburn 
Mrs. Mason...-.++seeeeceeees Lacile Watson 
CONWAY... -eeceeesereoeecees Eddie Quillan 
Sister Madetine.......sseeee. Alma Kruger 
Exanice Doolittic.....+.++see-- Ruth Weston 
Carter. ..ccccedececevecsesees Dona Briggs” 


Dr. Healy...iccccsccscees Harry Davenport 
Cite. Saas COCK Oe che vventeeceges Esther Dale 
Collins. ccccccceesccessvcone Russell Hopton 
BEattOM. coccccnveccesccccccecess Ward Bond 
Parmer..... Ketvereeerns Olin Howland 
Farmer's Wife........+eseee> Fern Emmett 
Dodle . «shed ss hhoesesaccetbas Louise Beavers 


John Mason, Jr. (mewly born)........ 
Bonnie Belle Barber 

John Mason, Jr. (one year old)....... 
Jackiv Taylor 





This is an exquisitely played, 
deeply moving comedy-drama. It is 
a happy combination of young love, 
sharp cleancut humor and _ tear- 
jerker of the first water.. David O. 
Selznick’s production leaves no sag- 
ging at the seams. Film is a beil- 
pealer. 


‘Made for Each Other’ has the 

otency of another ‘Stella Dallas,’ 

ut with a better mixture of comedy 

lus the stellar strength of Carole 

mbard and James Stewart. This 
one will not let them down. The 
nifty directorial job by John Crom- 
well spells extended boxoffice 
strength. 

Picture is noteworthy in that it 
provides Carole Lombard with vir- 
tually her first straight dramatic role. 
While there is a oo of the a>. 
flapper type in earlies es, she 
straightens this out ites and 
makes the newlywed Jane Mason a 
sincere young wife who struggles 
valiantly through all obstacles to 
save her newborn baby and make 
her husband amount to something. 
The serious Lombard is sure to cause 
comment. 

, James gt as the - r 

awyer who passes up his boss 
daughter for a love match still dom- 
inates the droll moments, but dis- 
plays further development in the 
more dramatic sequences. 

Story of idyllic young love and 
sudden marriage, with familiar 
burdens and in-laws, is not new to 
the screen but the human and in- 

enious way it is projected in Jo 
Swerling’s finely written screed 
makes it appear entirely different. 
Plot never abandons humorous vein 
for pathos, with Stewart grabbing 
usual quota of laughs. There’s the 
suddenly interrupted honeymoon to 
Europe, disappointment over failing 
to be made a partner in the law firm 
where he’s employed, conflict in his 
own home over bills and fault-find- 
ing of his mother, and the final crisis 
as their baby nearly dies. 

Besides the sharply patterned por- 
trayals of the two newlyweds by 


Miss Lombard and Stewart, the per- | = 


formances of two stage veterans, Lu- 
cile Watson and Charles Coburn, 
additionally improve the plot’s un- 
folding. Former is Stewart's mother, 
a typical parent who is irked over 
the way her son has rushed into mar- 
riage and blames it on his wife. It is 
typically mother-in-law material that 
is bound to be appreciated. Coburn 
is the senior law partner, slightly 
deaf, who is made to realize his 
aspiring young attorney’s worth only 
when he appeals for aid in the crisis 
over the baby’s dangerous illness. 
Director Cromwell exercises nice 
skill in maneuvering a smashing 
climax in the. baby-sickness crisis, 
with interest shifting first from the 
dauntless aviator’s effort to get 
through a blinding snowstorm with 
serum and t: en to the worried par- 
ents. Eddie Quillan, generally asso- 
ciated with lighter roles, is superb 
as the daring aviator who volunteers 
for the perilous flight. Ruth Weston 
is satisfying as the daughter Stewart 
intended marrying. Support is no- 
table, including Donald Briggs, Alma 
Kruger, Harry Davenport, Jackie 
Taylor and Louise Beavers. Dialog 
is up-to-the-minute without being 
too wisecracking, and seldom seems 
out of character. Wear. 


TAIL SPIN 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


20th-Fox release of Harry Joe Brown pro- 

duction. Stars Alice Faye, Constance Ben- 
nett, Nancy Kelly. Directed by Roy Del 
Ruth. Original and screenplay by Frank 
Wead. Song, Mack Gordon and Harry 
Revel; camera, Karl Freund; editor, Allen 
McNeil; music direction, Louis Silvers; 
technical directors, Paul Mantz and Cliff 
Henderson. Previewed at Grauman's Chi- 
nese Jan. 27, '39. Running time: 83 MINS. 
Trixie Lee 


TOC CC COS So ee ever eeeses Alice Faye 

Gerry Lester............ Constance Bennett 
SE ANON. . knees oondtoce Nancy Kelly 
ST APOMIROES, «  <'cvtioies cob dase oe Joan Davis 
a Mea aps Charles Farrell 
ES Skis tecds dk 0c8s dete Jane Wyman 
Dick (Tex) Price.......... Kane Richmond 
. Oana Wally Vernon 
Si nde Reape Rp es Joan Valerie 
ag Edward Norris 
RM ave dae ce on ncn J. Anthony Hughes 
Be NEE on. Ove w ays Harry Davenport 
Sieh ndhatcéiscsiccned Mary Gordon 
Cafe Manager...........:. Harry Rosenthal 
INS 0 555 Ka cocccceusee Irving Bacon 
II 1 Son Saie'adee sc bnevesé Sam Hayes 


‘Tail Spin,’ informative in present- 
& dramatic adventures of women 
Participants in national air races, 
Starts with promise of reaching peak 
qualities, but along the line tapers 





off into routine story development, 
Picture will rate moderate grosses, 
mainly on present interest in avia- 
tion and chances for heavy exploita- 
tion to attract. There’s plenty of 
production, fine air shots and sev- 
eral good performances; but story 
zooms and flutters to create many 
slow spots in between the spectacu- 
lar flying sequences. 

Story is framed around girl fly- 
ers and their sacrifices to secure 
planes and finances to enter the 
national races. Hits an exciting 
pace from the jump with thrilling 
presentation of Women’s Air Derby 


Tfrom Los Angeles to Cleveland; then 


allows interest to lag while develop- 
ing dramatic experiences of the girls 
and introduction of Constance Ben- 
nett as flying heiress with two speed 
planes that are cinches to carry off 
all prize money among the women 
contestants at the air races. Conflict 
generated between the girls and 
Miss Bennett finally results in latter 
gracefully pulling out of the race, 
when ahead, to allow Alice Faye to 
take first honors. 

Alice Faye and Constance Ben- 
nett are okay as competitors in the 
races for both glory and love. Miss 
Faye delivers one song. Nancy 
Kelly is particularly impressive, 
while Joan Davis is effectively spot- 
ted in the comedy episodes. Kane 
Richmond capably handles role of 
romantic navy officer, and Jane Wy- 
man stands out in brief appearances. 

Air sequences are tops and highly 
exciting. Several crackups are dis- 
played for thrills, most outstanding 
the power dive to death when Ed- 
ward Norris attempts to break speed 
record, and later the suicide crash 
of his wife, Nancy Kelly. There’s 
rather an over-abundance of trag- 
edy included at the air races, with 
nearly all of the girls crackmg up 
or doing the parachute bail-out at 
one time or another. 

‘Tail Spin’ will depend largely on 
its novelty to attract more than av- 
erage biz. There are plenty of ex- 
ploitation angles to lift it above that 
rating. 


HONOLULU 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Metro release of Jack Cummings produc- 
tion. Stars Eleanor Powell, Robert Young, 
George Burns, Gracie Allen. Directed by 
Edward Buzzell. Original and screenplay 
by Herbert Fields and Frank Partos. 
Songs, Harry Warren and Gus Kahn. Mu- 
sical direction, Georgie Stoll; dances, Bobby 
Connelly and Sammy Lee; incidental music, 
Franz Waxman; musical presentation, Mer- 
rill Pye; camera, Ray June; editor, Con- 
rad A. Nervig. Previewed at Westwood 


Village, Jan. 26, ‘°39, Running time: 
82 MINS. 
Dorothy March....seseeses: Eleanor Powell 
Broeks Mason } 
George Smith § ..ccccccseoves Robert Young 
BOO. DG . ccccccencccsctevece George Burns 
Millie de Grasse...........0++ Gracie Allen 
Cece QERPSSE. cise vcessiees Rita Johnson 
Mr. Horace Grayson......... Clarence Kolb 
NUIGSs cc cccccoedec gis Wes cees Jo Ann Sayers 
Gale Brewster......esceeesesscd Ann Morriss 
DUO: 00 00 ckcs bPevehs ebnstnks od Willie Fung 
Firat Detective. ooocccrciecscsis Cliff Clark 
Second Detective........... Edward Gargan 
WeSRINGtO soc is cvinsccccs’s Eddie Anderson 
WAPOA cas ccc cc ccccctseee Sig Rumann 
WO. nb bs bet hed 6s scoc ess Terr Ruth Hussey 
Native Dancing Girl.......... Kealoha Holt 
RF ee ee ee Edgar Dearing 





Fairly amusing comedy with music 
geared for moderate grosses. Attrac- 
tive selling title and starring quar- 
tet of Eleanor Powell, Robert Young 
and Burns and Allen grooves ‘Hono- 
lulu’ for the top brackets in the 
duals. Story fails to -.aaintain a 
smooth and steady pace, with sev- 


eral slow stretches detracting. 

Two doubles, one a film star and 
other a Hawaiian plantation owner, 
meet in Hollywood. Pair switch 
identities, with star going to Hono- 
lulu for rest and quiet while the 
islander hops east to be mobbed by 
fans on a personal appearance tour. 
Player falls in love with Eleanor 
Powell aboard ship, and dropping 
into life of his double in Honolulu, 
the star gets jammed in complica- 
tions that climax with announcement 
of forthcoming marriage to the oth- 
er’s fiancee. But the real bride- 
groom arrives in time for the cere- 
mony, the star squaring himself with 
Miss Powell. 

Miss Powell capably handles three 
tap dance appearances, best of which 
is blackface impersonation of Bill 
Robinson performing his stair tap 
routine. Final number combining 
Hawaiian drum dance, a hula, and 
tap version of a native dance—al- 
though excellent in execution. and 
elaborate in staging—fails to reach 
socko proportions. It’s too long in 
presentation, and would maintain 
better interest if trimmed consid- 
erably. 

Gracie Allen romps through in her 
standard screwball style, her wacky 
dialog easily dominating through- 
out. She sings the title song, the 
best among the three Warren-Kahn 
tunes. 

Robert Young handles the dual 
role of film star and plantation own- 
er in fine style, while George Burns 
is in and out as personal manager of 
the star. Eddie Anderson, as be- 
wildered valet, and Willie Fung, 
Chinese servant, provide brief but 
hilarious contributions. Rita John- 
son is okay as the Honolulu fiiancee. 

Ship costume ball provides pro- 
duction number for satiricel pres- 
entation of film personalities, includ- 
ing Crosby, Stokowski, ‘Snow \7hite,’ 
and the Marx Bros. Latter are im- 
personated by the King’s Men who 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Made for Each Other’ (UA). 
James Stewart and Carole Lom- 
bard in comedy-drama, made to 
order for strong boxoffice. 

‘Tail Spin’ (20th). Women sky 
racers in thrilling air episodes, 
handicapped by routine story. 
Moderate grosser. 

‘Honolulu’ (M-G). Light en- 
tertaining comedy with music. 
For top dual brackets. 

‘Women in the Wind’ (WB). 
Femme air derby film fast and 
interesting. Good programer for 
duals and cinch for action spots. 














| 
also handle the comedy tune, “The | 
Leader Doesn’t Like Music.’ 
Eddie Buzzell’s direction is ade- | 
quate, although he could not over- 
come the slow story spots. Produc- | 
tion is turned out on lavish scale, 
with plenty of values in various flash 
numbers and settings. 


Strange Case of Dr. Meade 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt; features Beverly Roberts, Noah 
Beery, Jr., John Qualen. Directed by 
Lewis D. Collins. Story, Gordon Rigby 
and Carlton Sand; screenplay by Rigby; 








camera, James S. Brown, ‘Jr.; editor, 
Dwight Caldwell. At Liberty, Lincoln, 
dual. Running time, 66 MINS. 

BO DEORE 6 civic wccsccces ay ee Jack Holt 
bts hob bubs p440 066 ba Beverly Roberts 
le PEM sa cic ccccvccecesece Paul Everton 
Me Ga Dos BN 46086640 06%46 900 Noah Beery, Jr. 
BOGE. ccc cess ce tccesccccceses John Qualen 
DR on Ladcbesedeetéses Charles Middleton 
eh, GROG, 065s ces tceed Helen Jerome Eddy 
TROGGR coi ccceccdscccesd Arthur Aylesworth 
MBGED se Gece ccepeceocsccneve Barbara Pepper 
Serre CPP Pee VaEPP Cire: Vie Potel 
PGE ys 5 6B Sees 0 od écccecceses Harry Woods 
Thurber........... ieEbees George Cleveland 
Mra. Thurber........0..se8:. Claire DuBrey 
2 POPP CONST YT? PETIT Hollis Jewell 
DS ond bc dvdbccvecéveccectabesss Jay Ward 





Backwoodser with possibilities in 
the Jack Holt regular spottings, and 
of better than fair entertainment 
when thrown in double harness as 
the lighter feature elsewhere, is ‘Dr. 
Meade.’ Hoit has ploneered in every 
way in the flicks, the west, the 
north, the timberlands, the jungle, 
and now he carries medical science 
to the southern U, S. hillbillies for 
one of his best. 

Competent casting in all depart- 
ments here is one of the big helps, 
although Holt is treated like talent 
and the rest of the cast like the 
agent, by the scripters. He gets 90% 
of the pic, and they come off by cut- 
ting up 10% of the glory. Beverly 
Roberts is a hill country girl who 
takes nursing, but finds herself handi- 
capped by an herb-healing doc, Paul 
Everton, who won't countenance 
progressive knowledge or methods. 
Holt, who has worked day and night 
in a New York clinic, suddenly de- 
cides to take a vacation and bumps 
via the first rattler southward. Finds 
himself resented—plenty. 

Seems the country doc passes ty- 
phoid off as summer complaint, but 
Holt sees farther than his ignorant 
diagnosis and goes to work on it. 
First squawk comes when he’s found 
to be without license to practice in 
that state. Gets himself appointéd 
county medical exa: \iner, and goes 
back to run afoul of the countryside 
again when he starts vaccinating the 
school kids. Strawhatters about to 
polish off a rail with him straddling 
out of town, but an epidemic saves 
his day and brings the old herb- 
healer begging for help. 

Besides ry and Miss Roberts, 
John Qualen, Barbara Pepper, Harry 
Woods and Charles Middleton come 
away with most of the remainder of 
the frames. Pepper girl has the 
biggest change of pace. She used to 
always be kept by some penthouser 
in other celluloid, but now she’s a 
hillbilly kitchen kettle scourer. It’s 
her finale collapse with typhoid that 
brings everything out right. 

Makeup department seems to have 
fouled on some of the cutside shots 
unless they intended the faces should 
blot, look unusually rough, or hag- 
gard. Exterior shots on some pans 
were pretty black. Otherwise tech- 
nical side satisfactory. Barn. 


PRIDE OF THE NAVY) 


Republic production and release. Fea- 
tures James Dunn and Rochelle Hudson. 
Directed by Charles. Lamont. Screenplay, 
Ben Markson and Sau! Elkins from origi- 
nal story idea by James Webb and Joseph 
Hoffman; cameraman, Jack Marta. Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Jan, 


to mechanical genius Dunn. His 
supposed comic lines miss out. 
icked out of Annapolis for his 

pranks, Dunn becomes a speedboat 
designer and racer. His rep carries 
him to a western naval base where 
he’s expected to create a pint-sized 
torpedo boat. Completely disorgan- 
izes everything in the rule book, 
gets the lieutenant’s girl, makes the 
beat and puts himself back in the 
navy (reserve) for his accomplish- 
ments for finale. 

Stock shots of what look like 
newsreel clips from marine back- 
ground. Hurt. 


WOMEN IN THE WIND 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Warner Bres. release of Mark Hellinger 
(Bryan Foy) production. Features Kay 
Francis, William Gargan. Directed by John 
Farrow. Sereenplay by Lee Katz and 
Albert DeMond from novel by Francis Wal- 
ton. Dialog director, Jo Graham. Camera, 
Sid Hickox; editor, Thomas Pratt; asst. 
director, Marshall Hageman. Previewed 
at Warners Hollywood, Jan. 25, '39. Run- 
ning time: 63 MINS, 


OR BU nko Kd aitdns book Kay Francis 
ROB BOtGAGRs 0c eccvsiveces William Gargan 
oo, OR ar ee Victor Jory 
Stuffy McInnes.......... Maxie Rosenbloom 
eee Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Frieda Boreman............Sheila Bromley 
Kit Campbell......... Rigaccvtevéas Eve Arden 
Bill Steele bao thas Charles Anthony Hughes 
Sa ae Peer tes ctertdiee det Frankie Burke 
Sloan hases'e§ dee cena de sécaeos John Dilson 
Farmer.. o20.4enedbseeeeas Spencer Charters 
NS MEE, . i 6 dab band cae Vera Lewis 
Ns 6s «cs enhe cdahhciie William Gould 
Air Races Official. :.....ccccce Gordon Hart 
DERG i ohh & 6046 od 6 Sena ate“s Ke lla Rhodes 
Phyllis 


Dasbnsb «0 63444640860 s400 Rosella Towne 





Fast action air drama, ‘Women in 
the Wind,’ is an entertaining pro- 
grammer that will provide good sup- 
port in the key duals; ant able to 
Stand solo in the lesser bookings 
where action is relished. With the 
Women’s Air Derby as background, 
picture gets away to a flying start, 
and maintains interest throughout. 
Race is particularly effective, air 
stuff being expertly edited to cover 
the event. 

Story is rather slight, but unfolds 
rapidly and smoothly. Kay Francis, 
in order to secure funds for her 
brother, an invalided flyer, gets per - 
mission use Gargan’s globe- 
circling plane for the air derby. But 
Gargan’s divorced wife, Sheila 
Bromley, arrives to nab the plane 
for herself. Then Gargan secures 
crate of Eddie Foy, Jr., for Miss 
Francis, and race gets under way 
with inevitable final wing-and-wing 
dash to the finish by the two girl 
pilots. 

Picture is last for Kay Francis 
after several years under contract to 
Warners. Although she holds co- 
featured rank with William Gargan, 
picture spreads action generally 
among several in the cast. Footage 
for Miss Francis and Gargan is not 
extensive or commensurate with 
their top positions. 

In addition to the Women’s Air 
Derby, story includes two other 
topical events in flying. Gargan and 
Maxie Rosenbloom break the round- 
the-world record for a big ovation 
at the start—but Eddie Foy, Jr., 
takes edge off the achievement by 
breaking the transatlantic record 
from Dublin, when he was bound 
for Moscow. That’s easily identified 
as the Howard Hughes-Corrigan in- 
cident of several months bac 

Foy, Jr., provides plenty of light 
moments as the crate-flyer who does 
everything the wrong way, and role 
is a swell caricature which audi- 
ences will easily savvy. Gargan 
breezily handles the top assignment, 
and Miss Francis is adequate. Sheila 
Bromley is capable and shows pos- 
sibility for development. 

Pieture is of moderate budget 


will generally satisfy. Air sequences 
are above par throughout. 


De la Sierra al Valle 


(‘From the Hills toe the Valley’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 20. 
S8.1.D.E.production and release. Features 
Leon Zarate. Directed by Antonio Ber 
Ciani. Story, Claudio artinez Paiva; 
camera, Adan Jacko; music, Jose Cane. 
At the Monumental, Buenos Aires. Run- 
ning time, 90 MINS. 


Don Pinte: .occcscvccccsesssess Leon Zarate 
BUVid.cceccsvectcccgccoseses Alberto Gomez 
ROGRUER 56.60 bs 50 cd svcccrvecsoosens Aida Luz 


The Mother........... Milagros de la Vega 
TOM. BMBIOs 0c ccdvessccsesegses Carlos Perelli 
Father Domingo........+.+ Siches de Alarcon 
Doctor NumeZ....,...ces00+ Roberto Blanco 
Foreman Anacleto........+.++-- Marino Sere 
Dona Ana...........++e.e++-Susana Martres 
LAR. co ccehePicsccccccedgeseseos Alicio Delio 
TOA o 0 000 eb ncecss tecege Salvator Arcella 





The first picture of the Argentine’s 
1939 season, this one suffers from 
the same evil that enveloped the 
greater part of last year’s local out- 
put. ‘De la Sierra ai Valle’ has too 


{little action plus weighty dialog. 


Plot is sketchy, and doesn’t differ 
much from early American western- 





26, '38. Running time: 65 MINS. 

ed BCUGRR von oc cca scecses James Dunn 
i, | PP eee Pee Rochelle Hudson 
oeery Richards. .....0-ccsecses Gordon Oliver 
Gloomy Kelly........... Horace MacMahon 
RAE Gordon Jones 
SS, a ee Charlotte Wynters 


Brad Foster.................Joseph Crehan 
COP, Bree csicsccucden Charles Trowbridge 





‘Pride’ is strictly a budgeteer on 
the bounty that counts on a process 
shot for all its drama and some of 
the poorest dialog for story em- 
bellishment. Whatever the business 
will depend on Rochelle Hudson and 
James Dunn. A minor dualler. 

The bad boy with a heart of gold 
(Dunn) romps through the assign- 
ment, upsetting everybody’s apple- 
carts, but never to the extent that 
they can’t be repaired. Even does 
it to some of Uncle Sam’s property, 
almost his last stunt until given an- 
other chance. Dunn, usually good 
in such light roles, overdoes it here 
almost annoyingly. Horace Mac- 
Mahon plays a dumb slob assistant 





ers. There’s some romance between 


}a peon and a ranch manager’s daugh- 


ter. 
A crooked lawyer. attempts to 


| secure the land by forging the will 


of the late owner and dismissing the 
farmhands who had worked and 
lived on the place for years. A priest 
who has helped the lovers sees his 
church closed down, but after the 
usual fol-de-rol, fadeout finds the 
lovers reunited and the return to 
Father Domingo of his church. 

Don Pinto, Leon Zarate, Siches de 
Alarcon, Alberto Gomez, Aida Luz, 
Carlos Perelli and Roberto Blanco 
handle their roles well. 

Adan Jacko’s camera work and 
Antonio Ber Ciani’s direction are 
ok. May find average biz locally, 
but foreign interest is limited. 

Marey. 


calibre, but has a zip and zing that|J 


——_—» 





STOLEN LIFE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Jan. 21. 


Paramount release of Orion Production, 
Stars Elisabeth Bergner, Michael Redgrave, 
Directed by Paul Czinner. Adapted by 
Margaret Kennedy from novel by K. J. 
Benes; camera, Phillip Tannura. At Plaza, 
London. Running time: 92 MINS, 








Thomas Lawrence......... Wilfred Lawson 
Sylvina | " 
Wnstina: § as és sneheccsaves Elisabeth Bergner 
Aunt Hote oi cetecc cscs Mabel Terry Lewis 
Alan McKenzie.. ....... Michael Redgrave 
EGER 646s Chins ORK) 6 cckece Richard Ainley 
a BE pillar RACE ee Kenneth Buckley 
DOGHOR,. +c ch btke se ebad wisnes Pierre Jouvenet 
WUPMO. coc cacdssosacccccsce mene Arbenina 
Police Superintendent.......Ernest Ferney 
PSE. 9 ha Dorice Fordred 
Prof Bardesley............ Oliver Johnston 
Several things in this picture 


| stand out for and against its suc- 
cess. So much pains were taken to 
inject ‘class’ that the film is apt to 
pass over the heads of most film pa- 
trons. On the other hand, its appeal 
to an intellectual public is partially 
nullified by the lack of originality 
and the chain of coincidences which 
makes one become skeptical. 

Considerable time is taken to 
plant the main premise of the yarn, 
built around twin sisters. There is 
also too much French dialog to be 
understandable’ by. most English- 
speaking audiences. The film should 
have a definite draw for Bergner 
fans, but it’s doubtful if it'll appeal 
| to the rank and file. Ruthless cut- 
ting might make the picture more 
interesting. 

Twin sisters are living at . hotel 
in an Alpine resort, with their father 
and aunt. One is light-hearted and 
frivolous; the other enjoys climbing 
mountains by herself and is much 
more serious. While making these 
solo trips the latter encounters a 
young man indulging in the same 
pastime while training for an expe- 
dition to ascend the Jungfrau, which, 
it’s explained, was unconquered. 
After they become smitten: with each 
other, he runs into the twin mis- 
takes her for the other, is invited 
to lunch with the family anc pro- 
poses marriage to the wrong girl. 

The serious sister sacrifices herself 
and the marriage takes place. While 
the husband is away on the expedi- 
tion the two girls go out in a sail- 
ing yacht, the wife is drowned and 
the other is mistaken for her. After 
some hesitancy, she decides to as- 
sume the sister's identity, only to 
find out the wife was carrying on 
with another man in her husband’s 
absence. On the day he returns he 
tells his supposed wife he knows all 
about her infidelities and thinks it 
best they divorce. But the truth 
will out. 

Miss Bergner enacts with subtle 
differentiation the roles of the sis- 
ters. Her splendid support is head- 
ed by Michael Redgrave. 

Direction and photography is gen- 
erally good. Jolo. * 


School for Husbands 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


J H. Hoffberg release of Richard Wain- 
wright production, Features Rex Harrie 
sen Directed by Andrew Marton. Adapted 
from the play by Frederick Jackson; screen 
story by Austin Melford, Frederick Jacke 
son ard Sherry; camera, Phil 
Tannura. Reviewed in Projection Roo 
a. a Jan. 25, ‘39. Running time: 7 


Marion Carter.......+s.0.. Diana Churchill 
Geoffrey Carter..........+. Henry Kendall 
Diana Cheswick.....,.....+6+.- June Clyde 
Morgan Cheswick.,.......... Romney Brent 
Leonard Drummond.......... Rex. Harrison 





If the censors don’t wield the scis- ° 
sors too freely, there is enough 
spice, dual meaning chit-chat and 
undraped femininity in this British- 
made feature to grab a nice share of 
arty theatre coin. It’s also a case 
of-heing able to sit through the first 
three reels, polished as they are 
am nonsensical drawing room pat- 
er. 

‘School for Husbands’ features Rex 
Harrison, who may be recalled for 
his doctor role in Metro’s “The Cita- 
del.” He easily is outstanding in a 
cast of fairly capabie English actors 
and actresses. June Cly *~ and Rom- 
ney Brent have also been in Ameri- 
can films and numerous Britishers. 
Diana Churchill really gleams as an 
accomplished actress. Her torrid 
love episode on the divan with the 
philandering novelist (Harrison) is 
the climax of many neatly played 
scenes. > 

Briefly, it is a farcical adaptation 
of the venerable theme concerning 
two husbands who seek to test the 
| faithfulness of their wives. Suspect- 
ing the author of many affairs, the 
plot is given a wry twist by having 
them ask his opinion on how the 
fidelity of a mate should be tested. 
Of course, they put his suggestion 
into effect and let him Icnow both 
of them will be away on business, 
planning to return. unexpectedly, 
Offshoot of the main story has one 
of the wives readying herself to 
elope with the philanderer and ac- 
tually saving the other wife from an 
affair with the much-sought-after 
| male. 

Earlier portion is tediously paced, 
although Frederick Jackson’s play 
| was assisted to the screen by Jack- 
| son and two other scripters. It con- 
| tains many quaint English twists 
| that will only get by in arty thea- 
| tres, if there. Once, the sillier, 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Weisman Bows Out 


as Fox Theatres 


Corp. Receiver After Five Years 





Liquidation of the remaining assets 
of the old Fox Theatres Corp., as 
proposed in a plan submitted several 
months ago by Special Master in 
bankruptcy, was finally approved 
Friday (27) by N. Y. Circuit Court 
Judge Martin T. Manton. The Court 
also concluded the services of- Mil- 
ton C. Weisman, who has acted as 
receiver for the corporation for the 
past five years. The latter requested 
his discharge after filing a final re- 
port which was also approved by 
Judge Manton, [This was virtually 
the last official act by Judge Manton 
before ‘his resignation, in the face. of 
serious charges against him.] 


In his opinion, the Court held that 
the plan as submitted was ‘feasible 
and equitable’ both to creditors, se- 
cured and unsecured, and to stock- 
holders,’ pointing out that eventually 
the creditors will benefit more under 
the plan than they would had the 
matter been one of reorganization. 
The remaining work of liquidating 
the assets and for the final payment 
to creditors whose claims have been 
allowed will rest in the hands of 
two trustees to be appointed by‘ the 
court.. As the assets are all in New 
York state, further business will rest 
primarily under the jurisdiction of 
the state supreme court. 

The current assets of the defunct 
corporation are $150,585 in cash; 
ownership of four subsidiary com- 
panies, the assets of which are esti- 
mated at $358,957, and a claim for 
$7,500,000 against William Fox, which 
is yet to be settled in the bank- 
ruptcy adjudication of Fox. 

The liabilities are estimated at $8,- 
100,350 in addition to a contingent 
claim of $7,186,000 filed by Fox. Up 
to the present an 8% dividend has 
been paid on all claims allowed by 
the Court. 

Judge Manton at the same time 
denied a motion to disaffirm the Spe- 
cial Master’s ruling disallowing the 
claim of the assignee of Alfred E. 
Fiegel for $200,000 damages against 
the theatre corporation for breach of 
an agreement entered into in 1930, 
under which Fiegel was to dig up 
advertisements for the Fox Weekly. 
Judge Manton approved the Special 
Master’s findings that the contract 
had been made with Fox Metropol- 
itan Theatres Corp., through. Jack 
Leo, after the latter had quit as 
president of the subsid. 


Zanuck and Johnson’s 
Exam. on the Coast 


Quizzing of Darryl Zanuck and 
Nunnally Johnson, 20th-Fox produc- 
tion chief and writer respec, will 
take place at Los Angeles at the re- 
quest of attorneys for 20th Century- 
Fox Corp., according to an order 
handed down Monday (30) by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Murray Hulburt. The 
interrogations are in connection with 
a plagiarism suit brought against 
20th by Morgan Wallace and Law- 
rence Shubert Lawrence, play- 
wrights, who claim the picture, 
‘Thanks a Million’ was thefted from 
their play, ‘Congratulations.’ 

They are seeking an accounting of 
the profits of the picture and an in- 
junction. 


Marching On with Time 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

: Deanna Durbin grows older in 
After School Days,’ her next picture 
at Universal after ‘First Love.’ 

Stephen Morehouse Avery and 
Frank Partos are working on the 
Screen play, a yarn about a high 
School alumna. 

















‘Career’ for Sisk 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Bob Sisk gets the production job 
at RKO on ‘Career,’ to be made 
with winners of the Jesse Lasky 
radio contest. 


Bert Granet is working on the 
Script. 


TWO SCRIBES SCRAM 


- Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

Julien Josephson, three years at 
20th-Fox as a writer, checked out 
after finishing script of ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone.’ Pay argument caused 
Split. 

Hal Hudson, another scripter, left 
the studio after turning in treatment 
On ‘The Man from Home.’ 
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CONCURRENT AIR FILM 
DRIVES BY 20TH, WB 


Two national exploitation drives 
on airplane pictures are under way 
at the same time and the pictures 
are scheduled for release Feb. 10 and 
11, 20th-Fox will release ‘Tail Spin’ 
Feb. 10 and Warners will put out 
‘Wings of the Navy’ Feb. 11. Each 
has pre-release showings scheduled. 

Since Saturday (28), 20th has had 
two plane parties headed east by 
north and south routes with nine 
stops scheduled for the northern 
party and eight for the southern 
group.. Each has studio players, 
publicity and advance men, and 
luncheons and dinners are being 
held at each stop. They are due in 
New York Feb. 7, with a dinner 
and showing of the picture sched- 
uled at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel 
Feb. 9. This is a Marc Lachmann 
stunt. 

Meantime, Charlie Einfeld has 
scheduled formal premieres for 
Warners’ navy picture in Washing- 
ton, Pensacola, San Diego, New 
York, Los Angeles and on board the 
U. S. S. Lexington in the Caribbean 
on Friday (3). He has them tied up 
with a national advertising cam- 
paign and will have featured mem- 
bers of the cast at each opening. 

He’s also staging flyers’ luncheons. 
One of these ran into weather dif- 
ficulties in Camden Sunday (29). 
About 200 flyers had arrived by 
plane to have breakfast as guests 
of Alfred L. Wolf, former executive 
director of the Philadelphia Aviation 
Commission, and to see ‘Navy’ after- 
wards, 

About the time the picture started 
Wolf dashed in and announced that 
the air ceiling was closing in over 
the port due to the fog and rain and 
the flyers would have just 10 
minutes to get away or be grounded 
for the day. They made it. Wolf 
is a Warner attorney. 








Berkeley of Warners 
Assigned Metro’s ‘Babes’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


Busby Berkeley has been handed 
the direction of ‘Babes in Arms’ at 
Metro which teams Mickey Rooney 
and Judy Garland. 

Originally signed by Warners as 
dance director, 10 years ago, Ber- 
keley has since become a _ full- 
fledged film director. 


Hoffman Takes Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

M. H. Hoffman, new Republic pro- 
ducer, starts his first production roll- 
ing Feb. 15. Titled ‘Under Cover 
Woman,’ it is still without director or 
cast. 

Maxwell Shane wrote the script 
from a story by Albert LeVino. 














Frisco Fair Film 


Hollywood, Jan, 31. 
World’s Fair forms the background 
of ‘Captain Frisco,’ an Edward Small 
production for United Artists, slated 
to roll late in spring. 
Victor McLaglen and _ Jackie 
Cooper are signed for the top spots. 





NEW WB WILMINGTON HOUSE 
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 31. 

Gov. Richard C. McMullen, Mayor 
Walter W. Bacon, and Joseph Bern- 
hard, general manager of Warner 
theatres, are spotted for ceremonies 
to open the new Warner theatre 
Feb. 8, in the kind of name promo- 
tion that is possible only in a vest 
pocket state. 

Arrangements being made by A. 
J. Vanni, Philadelphia, Warner zone 
manager. Lewis S. Black, manager 
of the Aldine, will take over the 
Warner, with Leonard Howard as 
assistant. First show will be ‘Wings 
of the Navy’ (WB). 





Cabot Top Crimer 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Bruce Cabot tops the cast in the 
next Crime Club whodunit rolling at 
Universal this week. 
Shooting starts as soon as Cabot 
returns from the east. 

















GN SPARRING WITH 
KRASNE FOR OATERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 3i. 
Grand National is dickering with 
Philip N. Krasne to take over the 
production of his series of ‘Trigger 
Pal’ westerns, one of which has been 
finished. Five remaining hoss films 
will be turned over to Jack Skir- 
ball’s Arcadia unit if the deal goes 
through. 

Deal 





includes two completed 


‘screen plays and player contracts of 


Art Jarrett, Lee Powell and Al St. 
John, who are pacted with Krasne. 


WB More Than 
$1,500,000 Under 
Ist Quarter in 38 


Net operating profit of Warner 
Bros. and subsidiary companies 
dipped more than $1,500,000 for the 
first quarter of the current fiscal 
year as compared with similar period 
in the previous year. Warner Bros. 
statement showed that the net for 
13 weeks ended Nov. 26 last totalled 
$103,804, after all charges including 
amortization, depreciation and Fed- 
eral income taxes, as against $1,685,- 
599 reported for the corresponding 
period of 1937, 


Gross income was $25,418,166, after 
eliminating intercompany transac- 
tions, which was nearly $2,000,000 
lower thah comparable gross income 
in 1937 for 13 weeks. Company 
showed $2,595,269 before charges and 
taxes including amortization and 
depreciation of properties, 


Warner Bros. net profit for its first 
quarter in the new fiscal year was 
equivalent to $1 per preferred share 
on 103,107 shares of preference is- 
sue outstanding. Company showed 
the preferred divvy payments to be 
nearly $26 per share in arrears as 
of Dec. 1, 1938. This left only $4,564 
available for common stock, prob- 
ably the smallest per-share earnings 
for common in several years. 


Company report noted that the 
6% convertible debentures mature 
Sept. 1 next, and that the company 
has submitted a plan of exchange 
whereby the 6% series due.this year 
will be offered for exchange for 6% 
convertible debs, Warner Bros. has 
reserved 394,273 shares of common 
for conversion of principal amount 
of convertible debentures due in 
1939 and for payment of interest 
thereon to maturity in common 
stock. 

Paramount Pictures declared its 
regular quarterly dividend on both 
classes of preferred stock at the ses- 
sion held last Thursday (26). The 
divvy is $1.50 on first preferred and 
15c. on second. preference issue. 
Both distributions will be made 
April 1 to stock on record March 15. 


PENNSY BLUE LAWS’ 
SHOWDOWN THREAT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

Threatening to demand strict en- 
forcement of ancient Pennsylvania 
blue laws among all tradespeople if 
authorities extend their prosecution 
to his employees as well, Bert Dattola, 
indie theatre operator in New Ken- 
sington, Pa. has announced he'll 
continue Sunday shows and keep on 
paying weekly $50 fines under Sun- 
day act of 1935. 

Following veto on Sunday referen- 
dum by New Kensington at last elec- 
tion, both Warners which operate 
there, and Dattola were approached 
by Junior Patrol to operate on Sun- 
days and turn over percentage of 
receipts to that civic organization. 
WB and indie agreed to operate one 
house each on Sunday and they went 
along undisturbed until outside pres- 
sure was brought to bear on New 
Kensington officials recently. 

At that time Warners decided to 














drop Sunday performances at their | 


spot but Fattola has continued for 
last three weeks, paying $50 fine and 
$7 costs each succeeding Monday 
when brought before local justice of 
peace. Understood now that authori- 
ties are plotting to fine Dattola’s em- 
ployees, too, not under Sunday act 
but an old blue law. 
Dattola insists, he’ll bring action to 
stop all businesses in New Kensing- 
ton from operating under the same 
law. 


If they do, | 
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After Stite Cnibers OK 


Film, Can 


Individual City Ban It?—Test Case; 
“Flock of Anti-Show Biz Bills 





Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 31. 
Statewide test of individual city’s 


right to censor films has developed 


from court fight here over ‘Birth of 
a Baby.’ City officials, threatening 
to jail Willis Grist, Jr., Dominion 
Theatres’ city manager, if the pic- 
ture is shown to mixed audiences, 
have been made defendants in suit 
filed by theatre chain.- Attorneys 
claim that under Virginia law, the 
State has sole right to censor, and 
that after the Board of Censors has 
okayed a film no individual city can 
ban it. 

Lynchburg contends it has specific 
power under its charter to prohibit 
the showing of any film deemed 
‘vicious and immoral.’ Corporation 
Court refused immediate decision, 
declaring question is of far-reaching 
importance and may upset general 
idea about city police powers. 

Board okayed ‘Birth’ after first 
turning it down. Exchange handling 
film appealed Board’s order to Rich- 
mond Circuit Court and won re- 
versal, after which Board issued a 
certificate, 





‘Mamlock’ Okayed 

Cleveland, Jan, 31. 
‘Prof. Mamlock,’ controversial Rus- 
sian film dealing with persecution 
of Jews in Nazi Germany, is finally 
going into Harry Pincus’ City the- 
atre Friday (Feb. 3) after being held 

up by Ohio censors for six weeks. 
Although it caused no trouble in 
other states, censors contended it 
would incite dissension and ill-feei- 
ing if released in Ohio. Pincus re- 
taliated by holding a special preview 
for educators, critics and city off- 
cials to prove that it was not ‘dan- 


LOPERT ASKS FOR PAX 
FILM CO. DISSOLUTION 


Dissolution of the Pax Film Co., 
723 Seventh avenue, N. Y., request- 
ed by Elias I. Lopert, its president, 
and several other officers who hold 
over 50% of stock, will depend on 
the action taken by Robert E. Man- 
ley, of 63 Wall Street, N. Y., who 
was appointed referee yesterday 
(Tuesday) by Supreme Court Justice 
Aaron J. Levy to inquire into the 
affairs of the outfit. 

‘In his application for an order to 
dissolve the company, Lopert stated 
that, despite the fact that the con- 
cern made money since-its organiza- 
tion in 1937, through the sole dis- 
tribution of foreign films in the 
United States, the profits were offset 
by the expenses entailed in running 
the outfit and because of outstand- 
ing credits. Added to this was dis- 
sension among the officers and di- 
rectors. The concern held the sole 
rights of distribution on such pic- 
tures as ‘Mayerling,’ ‘Edge of the 
World’ and ‘Courier de Louis.’ 

Justice Levy’s order directed that 
all interested in the firm and who 
may oppose the dissolution show 
cause at a hearing before the referee 
at his office on March 10. 


Schwartz Re-elected 
Cleveland Unit Head 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 

Ernest Schwartz was reelected 
president of the Cleveland Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass’n for the sixth time by ac- 
clamation last week. Others elected 
were: A. Ptak, v.-p.; G. W. Erdman, 
secretary for the 13th straight year, 
and M. B. Horwitz, treasurer. 

For the board of trustees L. G. 
Baldwin and Frank Porozynski were 
named for three-year terms; John D. 
Kalafat and M. Berkowitz for two 
years; Henry Greenberger, Perc Es- 
sick, John Shulman and Meyer 
Kaplan, one year. 


Film Delivery Jams 


Denver, Jan. 31. 
Strike of truck drivers caused 
films to be shipped via express when 
Film Delivery men went out. Dif- 
ferences over open shop with early 
settlement looked for. 




















Chicago. Jan. 31. 
Local storms played havoc with 
film deliveries. 


gerous in theme or subversive in 
propaganda.’ 

Newspaper campaign against cen- 
sors staged by W. Ward Marsh, film 
crick for morning Plain Dealer, was- 
instrumental in forcing board to ree 
consider the pic. Another wedge 
was a resolution introduced in city 
council asking that the ‘silly and un- 
fair ban’ be lifted. Board did it last 
week, but insisting upon several 
deletions which were considered un- 
important. 





Del, Sundays Look NSG 
Wilmington, Jan. 31. 

One of the first bills slapped onto 
foolscap for introduction at the cur- 
rent biennial session of the state 
legislature calls for legalizing Sun- 
day pictures, but its chances are 
thin. Evidently broached far too 
early in the session, giving the op- 
position plenty of time to wind up. 

Methodist and Baptist churches 
already have put out petitions and 
anybody who doesn’t sign is going 
to perdition. Episcopalians, Cath- 
olics and others are strictly hands 
off, but the aggressive tactics of the 
Methodists and Baptists—in sermon 
and circular—are likely to hold the 
field. 

Exhibs, who don’t care for the 
idea of dough going across the 
Pennsylvania line to Sunday pix in 
Chester, 15 miles north, are en- 
couraged by the fact that racing 
legislation skated through two ses- 
sions ago and made possible the 
track at Delaware Park. 

But the exhibs.can’t even look up 
at the coin that is in and behind 
racing in Delaware. If the exhibs 
could put up on that scale they 
wouldn’t be Delaware exhibs. Only 
solid chance for Sunday pictures 
currently appears to be a reported 
impatience among some of the du- 
Pont mob at the holiness stuff. 
When determination starts to gather 
in that quarter, anything can hap- 
pen. 

Only Sunday picture house in 
Delaware now is the post house at 
Fort duPont, an army reservation 
14 miles south, which draws to 
worthwhile rural trade. But for 
Wilmington, Chester is just as near 
and the roads are better. 


oo 


Conn.’s 201G Tax Aim 
Hartford, Jan. 31. 
Governor Baldwin, in submitting 
his 1939-40 budget to the General 
Assembly, estimates that the s‘ate 
will garner an approximate $201,000 
during that biennium in amusement 
taxes. This will include taxes on 
athletics also, 
In his budget the Governor points 
out tmat only $198,083 was raised 
during the current biennium. 





N. Y¥.’s 1/5% Tax Idea 
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 31. 

A tax on business turnover at the 
rate of 1/5%, which would have an 
estimated yield during the next fiscal 
year of $30,000,000 was one of the 
levies recommended by Governor 
Lehman in his budget message to the 
legislature Monday night. It revealed 
a probable deficit of $33,000,000. The 
turnover tax -recommendation in- 
cluded a clause to the effect that 
New York City should retain power 
to continue its existing tax of 1/10% 
on turnover. The governor also sug- 
gested a direct state tax on real 
estate at the rate of $1 on each $1,000 
of valuation. This would have an 
estimated yield of $26,000,000. 

The new budget would total 
$411,000,000, compared to the present 
$385,000,000, an all-time high. 





Pennsy’s Watchdog 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Patrick Duffy, member of the State 
Board of Censors, may become an 
employee of united film interests in 
Pennsy, if a plan now being dis- 
cussed here goes through. Idea is to 
hire Duffy to watch the interests of 
the industry at the legislature in 
Harrisburg, He would become a 
spokesman for the trade and contact 
legislators, as well as keep close to 
their activities. Duffy is slated to be 
supplanted on the Censor Board as 
soon as Governor James gets around 
to harding the plum out to a Re- 
publican. 

Although a theatre divorcement 
bill is principally feared, the only 
measure affecting the industry intro- 
duced so far is to legalize horse race 
ing with pari-mutuel betting. Income 





would be used for relief. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


_ Wednesday, February 1,. 1939 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of ali the American distributing 


companies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
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WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE Ba MINS. BZ VARIETY 
11/18/38 THE SHINING HOUR E. B. Derr MGM Meller J. Crawford-R. Young Frank Borzage 75 11/16 
GANG BULLETS J. Manckiewicz Mono Rom-Com A. Nagel-R. Kent Lambert Hillyer 62 12/28 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterw © :th G. Archainbaud 75 11/9 
LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Holt-E. Brent Glenn Tryon 72 11/30 
SANTA FE STAMPEDE Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 56 12/7 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurtzel 20th Action B. Donlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling 63 9/21 
COWBOY AND THE LADY Sam Goldwyn UA Rom-Com G. Ceeper-M. Oberon Wm. Wyler 91 11/9 
ANGELS WiTH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff WwB Drama J. Cagney-P. O’Brien Michael Curtiz 97 10/26 
11/25 /38 BLONDIE Robert Sparks Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2 
, OUT WEST WITH HARDYS Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Rom M. Rooney-L. Stone-C. Parker G. B. Seitz a4 11/23 
LITTLE TENDERFOOT Ed Finney Mono Western T. Ritter-J. Falkenberg Al Herman 
SAY IT IN FRENCH Andrew Stone Par Comedy R. Milland-O. Bradna Andrew Stone 70 11/30 
ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 60 11/23 
COME ON, RANGERS Chas. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 56 1/4 
ORPHANS OF THE STREET Herman Schlom Rep Teller T. Ryan-R. Livingston John H. Auer 64 2/1 
PECK’S BAD BOY WITH CIRCUS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 68 11/23 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancroft John Ford 95 11/2 
LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Max Golden U Meller M. Boland-E. E. Herton Erle Kenton 76 11/23. 
NANCY DREW. DETECTIVE Brvan Foy WB Meller B. Granv'le-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 67 12/7 
12/2/38 FLIRTING WITH FATE David Loew MGM Comedy J. E. Brown-L. Carrillo-S. Duna F. MacDonald 70 12/14 
LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE John Speaks Par Comedy A. Gillis-R. Kent-J. Travis Ben Holmes 57 11/30 
WESTERN 1 °MBOREE Horrv Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 57 12/14 
ROAD DEMON Sol Wurtzel 20th Sports H. Arthur-J. Valerie Otto Brower 70 19/14 
STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Earl Taggart 66 12/7 
12/9/38 RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-A. Doran Sam Nelson 58 1/11 
; DRAMATIC SCHOOL Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr L. Rainer-A. Marshal R. Sinclair 78 12/7 
I AM A CRIMINAL E. B. Derr Mono Meller J. Carroll-M. Kernman Wm. Nigh 73 
RIDE A CROOKED MILE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 70 12/7 
NEXT TIME I MARRY Cliff Reid RKO Comedy L. Ball-J. Ellison-L. Bowman Garson Kanin 61 12/7 
UP THE RIVER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller T. Martin-P. Breoks Alfred Werker 15 11/9 
SECRETS OF A NURSE Bert Kelly U Drama E. Lowe-H. Mack Arthur Lubin 68 11/16 
HEART OF THE NORTH Bryan Foy WB Meller PD. Foran-G. Page Lewis Seiler 74 12/14 
12/16/38 STRANGE CASE OF DR. MEAD Col Col Drama J. Holt-B. Reberts-N. Beery Lewis D. Collins 66 2/1 
CALIFORNIA FRONTIER Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-C. Bailey Eimer Clifton 55 12/14 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Joe Mankiewicz M-G Rom-Fan R. Owen-T. Kilburn E. L. Marin 68 12/14 
THE FRONTIERSMEN Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Haves-E. Venable Les Selander 74 12/28 
DOWN GN THE FARM Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byingten Mal St. Clair 66 10/12 
PIRATES OF THE SKY B. Sarecky U Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe McDrnough 
SWING, SISTERS, SWING Bert Kelly U Musical K. Murray-K. Kane Joseph Santley 63 12/14 
GHOST TOWN RIDERS Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker Geo. Waggner 
COMET OVER BROADWAY Brvan Foy WB Drama K. Francis-J. Litel Busby Berkeley 65 12/21 
12/23/38 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN B. B. Kahane Col Rom-Dr M. Deuwias-V. Bruce Al Hall 70 1/11 
AWAKENING OF KATRINA Harry Rapf M-G Drama F. Gaal-Tene-W. Cennolly Norman Taurog 
WILD HORSE CANYON Robt. Tansey Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 51 1/18 
TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE E. T. Lowe Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Cook Louis King 64 
FIGHTING THOROUGHBREDS Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr R. Byrd-M. Carlisle Sidney Salkow 63 1/18 
SHINE ON, HARVEST MOON C. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 55 
RED RIVER RANGE Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan-M. Terhune Geo. Sherman 55 1/11 
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING H. J. Brown 20th Musical A. Menjsu-J. Oakie Wm. A, Seiter 70 12/7 
TRADE WINDS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Dr F. March-J. Bennett Tay Garnett 93 12/21 
NEWSBOYS’ HOME Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Cooper-W. Barrie Harold Young 13 1/25 
THE DAWN PATROL Robert Lord WB Drama E. Fiynn-B. Rathbone Edm’d Goulding 103 12/14 
12/30/38 SMASHING THE SPY RING Irving Briskin Col Meller F. Wray-R. Bellamy Christy Cabanne 62 1/18 
CLIMBING HIGH GB GB Comedy J. Mathews-M. Redgrave Carol Reed 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg M-G Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 120 12/21 
TOUGH KID Lindsley Parsons Mono Meller F. Darro-J. Allen H Bretherton 60 1/11 
ARTISTS ANP ™ODELS ABROAD A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical J. Benny-J. Bennett Mitchell Leisen 90 11/2 
BOY TROUBLE Wm. Wright Par Comedy C. Ruggles-M. Boland Geo.Archainbaud 
FEDERAL MAN-HUNT Armand Schaefer Rep di R. Livingsten-J. Travis Nick Grinde 64 1/11 
KENTUCKY Gene Markey 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-R. Greene David Butler 95 12/21 
DUKE OF WEST POINT Edw. Small UA Rom-Com L. Hayward-J. Fontaine Al Green 107 12/21 
GOING PLACES Barney Glazer WB Musical D. Powell-A. Louise Ray Enright 85 1/li 
1/6/39 STAND UP AND FIGHT Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr R. Taylor-F. Rice-Beery W. S. VanDyke 99 1/11 
DISBARRED Stuart Walker Par Meller G. Patrick-O. Kruger Robert Florey 58 1/11 
PACIFIC LINER Robert Sisk RKO Drama V. McLaglen-C. Morris-W. Barrie Lew Landers 76 12/28 
WHILE. NEW YORK SLEEPS Sol Wurtzel 20th Melodrama M. Whalen-J. Rogers H.B.Humberstone 61 12/21 
LADY VANISHES GB 20th Mystery M. Lockwood-M. Redgrave Alfred Hitchcock 96 8/31 
LAST WARNING Irving Starr U Mystery P. Foster-F. Robinson Al Rogell 62 12/7 
DEVIL’S ISLAND Bryan Foy wB Melodrama. B. Karloff-N. Harrigan Wm. Clemens 
THE THUNDERING WEST Irving Briskin Col Western Cc. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
1/ 13/ 38 BURN ’EM UP O’CONNOR 3 ron Rapf M-G Com-Rom D. O’Keefe-C. Parker Edw. Sedgwick 67 
ZAZA Albert Lewin Par Rom-Com Cc. Colbert-H. Marshall Geo. Cukor 83 1/4 
MYSTERIOUS MISS X Herman Schlom Rep Mystery M. Whalen-M. Hart Gus Meins 62 1/25 
THE GREAT MAN VOTES Cliff Reid RKO Comedy J. Barrymore-P. Holden Garson Kanin 70 1/11 
CHARLIE CHAN IN HONOLULU John Stone 20th Mystery S. Toler-P. Brooks .B.Humberstone 65 12/28 
TOPPER TAKES A TRIP Hal Roach UA Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young-B. Burke Norm. Z.McLeod 80 1/4 
SON OF FRANKENSTEIN Rowland V. Lee U Melodrama B. Karloff-B. Lugosi Rowland V. Lee 94 1/18 
THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL Ben Glazer WB Drama J. Garfield-C. Rains Busby Berkeley 92 1/25 
5 | /20 /39 FRONTIERS OF ’49 Col Col Western B. Elliott-L. De Alcaniz Sam Levering 
CONVICT’S CODE E. B. Derr Meno Melodrama R. Kent-A. Nagel-M. Eburne Lambert Hillyer 
AMBUSH Wm. Wright Par Rom-Dr G. Swarthout-L. Nolan Kurt Neumann 61 
ARIZONA LEGION Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L. Johnson Dave Howard 58 
' SMILING ALONG Robert T. Kane 20th Mus-Com G. Fields-M. Maguire Monty Banks 85 12/14 
MR. MOTO’S LAST WARNING Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-R. Cortez Norman Taurog U1 1/25 
GAMBLING SHIP Irving Starr U Drama R. Wilcox-H. Mack Aubrey H. Scotto 62 1/25 
OFF THE RECORD Sam Bischoff WB Comedy P. O’Brien-J. Blondell James Flood 70 
1 /27 /39 LONE WOLF’S DAUGHTER Jos. Sistrom Col Meller W. William-I. Lupino Peter Godfrey 
FOUR GIRLS IN WHITE Nat Levine M-G Rom-Dr A. Marshall-F. Rice S. Sylvan Simon 12 1/25 
IDIOT’S DELIGHT Hunt Stromberg M-G Com-Dr Shearer-Gable Clarence Brown 100 1/25 
DRIFTING WESTWARD Robert Tansey Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 
PARIS HONEYMOON Harlan Thompson Par Rom-Com B. Crosby-F. Gaal Frank Tuttle 83 12/21 
PRIDE OF THE NAVY Herman Schlom Rep Rom-Dr J. Dunn-R. Hudson Charles Lamont 65 2/1 
JESSE JAMES Nunnally Johnson 20th Drama T. Power-N. Kelly-Fonda Henry King 105 1/11 
MADE FOR EACH OTHER D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Com C. Lombard-J. Stewart John Cromwell 90 2/1 
KING OF THE UNDERWORLD Bryan Foy WB Drama H. Bogart-K. Francis Lew Seiler 69 1/11 
2/3/39 HONOLULU Jack Cummings M-G Com-Rom E. Powell-R. Young Eddie Buzzell 85 2/1 
SUNDOWN ON THE PRAIRIE Ed Finney Mone Western T. Ritter-D. Fay-C. King Al Herman 
ST. LOUIS BLUES Jeff Lazarus Par Mus-Rom L. Noian-D. Lamour Raoul Walsh 85 
FISHERMAN’S WHARF Sol Lesser RKO Com-Dr B. Breen-L. Carrille Vernard Vorhaus 71 
THE APIZONA WILDCAT John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-L. Carrillo Herb. I. Leeds 69 11/9 
STAGECOACH Walter Wanger UA Rom-Dr C. Trevor-J. Wayne John Ford 
PIRATES (¥ THE SKIES Barney Sarecky U Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe McDonough 
TORCHY IN CHINATOWN Bryan Foy WB Melodrama G. Farrell-B. MacLane Wm. Beaudine 58 12/28 
2/10/39 TEXAS STAMPEDE Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
NORTH OF SHANGHAI W. MacDonald Cel Drama B. Furness-J. Craig D. R. Lederman 
HUCKLEEBERRY FINN J. Manckiewicz M-G Com-Rom M. Rooney-W. Connolly Richard Thorpe 
NAVY SECRETS Wm. Lackey Mono Drama G. Withers-F. Wray-D. Robinson 4H. Bretherton 
ONE THIRD OF A NATION Harold Orlob Par Drama 8S. Sidney-L. Erickson Dudley Murphy 
BOY SLAVES P. J. Wolfson RKO Drama A. Shirley-A. Daniel P. J. Wolfson 70 1/18 
WOM4N NOCTOR Sol C. Siegel Rep Drama (4 F. Inescort-H. Wilcoxon Sidney Salkow 65 
HOME ON THE PRAIRIE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Jack Townle 
TAIL SPIN Harry J. Brown 20th Drama A. Faye-C. Bennett-C. Farrell Roy Del Ru 83 2/1 
WINGS OF THE NAVY Lou Edelman WB Drama G. Brent-O. de Haviland Lloyd Bacon 88 1/18 
2/17/3 FAST “NM LOOSE F. Stephani M-G Com-Dr R. -lontgomery-R. Russel i 
ynt/e0 KING 0° CHINATOWN Stuart Walker Par Melodrama A. M. Wong-A. Tamireft Nick ‘Grinde 
FORGED PASSPORT John H. Auer Rep Meller P. Kelly-J. John H. Auer 
GUNGA DIN George Stevens RKO Drama C. Grant-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Geo. Stevens 120 1/25 
THE THREE MUSKETEERS Raymond Griffith 20th Mus-Com OD. Ameche-Ritz Bros.-B. Barnes Allan Dwan ; 
YOU CAN’T CHE*T AN HONEST MAN Lester Cowan U Comedy W. C. Fields-Edgar Bergen Geo. Marshall 
NANCY ~~ W. REPORTER Bryan Foy WEB Melodrama B. Granyille-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 67 
LET US LIVE Wm. Perlberg Col Rom-Dr H. Fonda-M. O’Sullivan 
2/ 24/ 39 ICE FO" ES OF 1939 Harry Rapf M-G Rom-Dr J. Crawford-J. Stewart gy nee nn 
PYCVALION G. Pascal M-G Comedy L. Howard-W. Hiller A. Asquith 96 9/7 
STAR "EPORTER E. B. Derr Mono Drama W. Hull-M. Hunt H. Bretherton 
PERS®NS IN HIDING Edw. T. Lowe Par Meller L. Overman-J. C. Naish Louis King 69 1/25 
I WAS A CONVICT . Herman Schlom Rep Meller B. McLane-B. Roberts Aubrey H. Scotto 4 
RSEAUTY FOR THE ASKING B. P. Fineman RKO “Rom-Com L. Ball-A. Lane Lew Landers 
PARDON OUR NERVE. _..Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Mel. L. Bari-3J. Gale-G. Williams H.B. Humberston 
THE KFY WOMAN Ken Goldsmith U Drama P. Foster-I. Hervey “Joe May 
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| GARFIELD 


A Star So Big that Even Warner Bros: ‘Angels’ and 
Dawn Patrol Are Equalled in Opening Engagements! 


(Boston, Miami, Newark, Buffalo, Bridgeport, Memphis, Milwaukee, Dayton) 





With another grand job by ond CLAUDE RAINS 
ANN SHERIDAN - MAY ROBSON 


. a . Al oa” Famey _ Directed by Busby Berkeley « Screen Play by Sig 
F ix Ki DS ; jp P72 , 2 bad J ae) Herzig + From a Novel by Bertram Millhauser 
on a (24 % ae and Beulah Marie Dix » Music by Max Steiner 
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N. Y. License Commissioner Intent 





On Kayoing Bingo; Several Other — 
U.S. Communities Have Same Idea 


N. Y. License Commissioner Paul A. Clarence Unclkless is said to have 
Moss held a conference with repre-| been filed with the mayor’s Office 
sentatives of Staten Island churches) several days ago. Hizzoner kept that 
and halls last Friday (27) in his of-| fact quiet from the press and the 
fices. Purpose of meeting was re-/; first than the ban had 
quest by Moss that non-theatrical| been blasted came when the games 
elements agree to stop practice of | were resumed. A number of nabe 
bingo games in event picture houses| ops had hinted shutdown if the ban 
are compelled to drop prize give-/ stuck. 
aways. According to Moss, all those 
who attended indicated a desire to 
go along with him in the campaign, 
but nothing definite was agreed 
upon. Everything, it appears, de- 
pends upon outcome of the Jewel 
theatre, N. Y., test case up for hear- 
ing in Special Sessions court Feb. 15. 

If Moss secures a conviction, he is 





intimation 


AAs VO4AAA OV oe 





Fla. Bans Banke 


Tallahassee, Jan. 31. 
Florida's supreme court ruled this 
week in two cases that banko, de- 
spite ‘irreconcilable conflict’ with de- 
cisions in other states, were lotteries 
and consequently were in violation 
of the state constitution. No refer- 


positive not only that the Staten) ence was made by the court to bingo 
Island theatres and other public} games. 


gatherings will go along with him) ‘The cases involved in the ruling | 
to clean up the giveaways situation,| were from Dade County, brought by | 
but so will the other four boroughs. | schuyler C. Hodge against the Little 

Churches do not require a license | River Theatre Corp., and from Hills- 
and public halls are licensed by the} porough County, brought by Chester | 


Police Department. ‘Bingo’ is not | Ferguson, against the operators of | 
licensable since it is considered a 


the Victory theatre, Tampa. 
pure lottery by law-enforcement} poth cases reached the supreme | 
bodies. 


court on appeals from lower court | 
Motion picture theatre owners 


temporary injunctions against ‘bank | 
have heretofore balked at request of) nights.’ 
the city’s license bureau, protesting 
that elimination of bank night would 
injure their business because of 
church and club competition. [If 
Moss wins court victory over the 
Jewel theatre he will have authority 
to withhold film house licenses, 
but since he has no control over 
church and club games he is depend- 
ing on their sense of fair play to 
voluntarily cooperate in the anti- 
bingo drive. 








Intreduces Bingo Bill 
Hartford, Conn., Jan. 31. 

Albert L. Coles, Democratic State 
senator of Bridgeport, has_ intro- 
duced a bill into the General Assem- 
bly which would allow the playing 
of bingo under local option. An- 
other bill introduced would legalize 
bingo and screeno in theatres, 








Hartford, Conn., Mulls 
6,500 Outdoor Theatre 


Hartford, Jan. 31. 


Plans for the conversion of the 
huge unused outdoor swimming pool 
at Capitol Park into a _ 6,500-seat 
ampitheatre for pictures and vaude, 
for the summer months, are being 
worked out by Yale Kaplan, Bridge- 
port and Hartford promoter. Kaplan 
plans also to erect ramps at park for 
700 cars. Would increase seating ca- 
pacity by an estimated 2,800. 

To make room for the ramps, a 
roller coaster is now being torn 
down. Other amusement devices 
will be shifted to different locations. 

Ampitheatre idea was tried out in 
swim pool last summer for the 
presentation of operas and proved a 
dismal failure. Bad weather and 
lack of support proved its undoing 


Banke OK’d; New Drive On 
Milwaukee, Jan. 31. 


State lottery charges against La 
Crosse Theatres Co. were dismissed 
by County Judge Roy V. Ahlstrom 
Saturday (28) and the company im- 
mediately resumed advertising of 
bank -night,--basis of the charge. 
Judge Ahlsirom also released bank 
night equipment seized in raids. 

The motion for dismissal came 
from the attorney general’s office at 
Madison. Atty. Gen. John E, Mar- 
tin asserted that the ‘case was 
thrown in our laps after La Crosse 
county was unable to obtain con- 
victions of theatre owners. If they 
can’t obtain convictions, we can’t 
go around prosecuting every theatre 
in the state that operates bank 
night.’ 

The cases arose after Circuit Judge 
Robert S. Cowie charged in a speech 








- after two performances. 
that La Crosse was wide open and 





Daily’s Dishes 


Reading, Pa., Jan. 31. 
New form of non-theatrical 
competition hit the film houses 
here last week, 
Reading Eagle, evening sheet, 
went into the business of passing 
out dishes as a circulation stunt, 


MPLS, FORESEES 
GIVEAWAY ‘WAR’ 


Minneapolis, Jan. 31. 

The loop here will be torn wide 
open with giveaway and rackets if 
present threats are carried out, With 
the Palace leading the way and 
Pantages falling in line on cash gift 
nights, etc., the Seventh St. theatre 
now also is getting ready to follow 
suit and the Paramount circuit has 
under consideration a plan to use the 
stunts in at least two downtown 














| houses. 


If expected developments materi- 
alize, W. A. Steffes declares he'll re- 
open his Alvin with a policy of 
nightly giveaways at a dime admis- 
sion, 

Pantages theatre racket nights, in 
particular, have been the toughest 
kind of opposition for other loop the- 
atres, the trade asserts. While Pan- 
tages, playing subsequent run films 
at 15c, is packing ’em in, business 
has fallen off badly at other down- 
town houses catering to the same 


| clientele. 





Morgan’s Dixie Survey 





Recently appointed division, man- 
ager over the entire south, Oscar 
Morgan is covering his new territory 
piecemeal, making an exchange 
point or two at a time. 

He is familiar with the Atlanta 
territory, having been a_ district 
manager out of that key for Para- 
mount for several years. Morgan 
now makes headquarters at the home 
office along with Joe Unger and 
Charlie Reagan with whom di- 
visional sales honors are now shared, 
Unger having given up the south to 
Morgan, taking on al] of Canada in- 
stead. 





‘New Moon’ Again 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


Metro is dusting off ‘New Moon,’ 
Romberg operetta, as a starrer for 
Miliza Korjus. Mervyn LeRoy is the 
producer and Noel Langley is slated 
to do the script. 

Picture was first released in 1930 
with Lawrence Tibbett and Grace 
Moore. 





referred particularly to bank nights. SS 
A county court jury, after’22 min- 
utes deliberation, returned a verdict 
acquitting Williiam Friese, manager 
of the Rivoli, and La Crosse Thea- 
tres, owners. Rivoli advertised re- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





svootion of bank night Saturday 
wica £500 as its first jackpot. 

Pslice asked for another warrant 
Friday (27) in the drive against the- 
atre games of chance and bingo 
gemes by charitable organizations, 
Latest move is against the Holly- 
wced theatre where a new game, 
Prosperity Club, was started Thurs- 
day (26). George Bowman, deputy 
d'strict attorney, to whom the ap- 
plication for a warrant was. made, 
deferred action and submitted the 
complaint to Atty. Gen. Martin with 
a request for an opinion on possible 
lottery law for violations, 

New game is on the order of bank 
night, and it is conducted like a 
meciing, with Bert Nathan, theatre 
manager, presiding at a desk on the 
stage, according to complaining of- 
ficers, 


Committee, skirts several show biz 


court was in favor of Warners. 


for American Tobacco. 





Public interest in the judicial conduct and private affairs of Federal 
Judge Martin T. Manton, senior judge of the U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in the N. Y. district, until his resignation Monday (30), aroused 
through an investigation of the N. Y. World-Telegram, and charges openly 
filed by District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey with the House Judiciary 


personalities. The Manton ‘expose’ 


broke on the heels of the windup of Fox Theatres Corp. receivership, Man- 
ton having approved plan of liquidation last week (reported elsewhere). 
Dewey has offered to present evidence that Manton in 1933 borrowed $50,- 
600 from Harry Warner, through a Warner subsidiary, Colfax Trading 
Corp., during the period when Manton was hearing an appeal in a patent 
matter in which Warner Bros. was a litigant. All but $10,000 of the $50,- 
000 has been repaid, according to Dewey. Decision of the circuit appeals 


Another of Dewey’s charges involves a $250,000 loan to a James J. Sul- 
livan, Manton’s business partner, by Lord & Thomas, advertising agency 
Loan was arranged through Albert D. Lasker in 
1932, head of Lord & Thomas, while an appeal decision was pending in a 
suit brought by a stockholder of American Tobaceo, seeking recovery of 
$10,000,000 in bonuses allegedly illegally paid to officers of the company. 
No part of the $250,000 loan has been repaid, according to Dewey. 
U.S. Attorney General Frank Murphy stated last Saturday (28) that 
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Film Reviews 





School for Husbands 


(Continued from page 13) 





talky sequences are passed, director 
Andrew Marton does a fairly capa- 
ble job. 

Picture actually contains a passage 
which reads something like this, 
‘What am I doing? Just lying here 
looking at the ceiling. Oh, res, ’m 
alone,’ one wife tells her husband 
over the telephone, There are oth- 
ers like this. The zestful midnight 
tete-a-tete leaves iitiie to the audi- 
ence imagination, except possibly re- 
minding them that about six years 
ago the American producers were 
doing much the same thing. Both 
wives parade for the camera to show 
they have excellent understandings. 
June Clyde is pictured in a bathtub 
surrounded by bubbles, with three 
in the cast getting a good eyeful 
and one husband pulling out the tub 








rounded by soap bubbles. It’s a sort 
of borrowing from the Broadway 
legit of last season, ‘The Women.’ 
Production is nicely mounted, and 
neatly photographed. V'ear, 


Orphans of the Street 


Republic release of Herm in Schlom 
duction Directed by Jonun H \uer 
Screenplay, Eric Taylor, Jack Townley. 
| Olive Cooper from original by Earl Fel 
ton; production manager, Al Wilson: .« ime 
era, Ernest Miller; editor, Murr 3 
4t Tivoli, NWN. Y¥., dual, Jan ; 
ning time: 64 MINS, 


proe 





stopper to force the girl from the 


tub. Director thought better of it, | 
however, and left La Clyde sur- | 


Trailer-Made, Inc, In 





$300,000 Damage Suit 
Vs: Nat’l Screen Service | 


A $300,000 damage suit was filed 
in N. Y. federal district court yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Trailer-Made, 
Inc., against the National Screen | 
Service, Inc., alleging illegal inter- 
ference with performance of con- 
tracts entered into between Trailer- 
Made, Inc., and a number of large 
theatre circuits. 

Six causes of action are listed in 
the complaint against National Screen 
Service, Inc., for alleged pressure 
brought against various circuits to 
cancel servicing of trailers by 
Trailer-Made and substituting in- 
stead those produced by National 
Screen. Causes of action are in con- 
nection with interference on con- 
tracts with Fox Wesco Circuit, 
Skouras Bros., Intermountain Cir- 
cuit, Fox Midwesco Circuit, Skouras 
N. Y. and N. J. chains, Warner Bros. 
Circuit, and a general cause of 
action charging unfair trade com- 
petition which prevented plaintiffs 
from getting business from other 
circuits, after above-named circuits 
cancelled their Trailer-Made con- 
tracts. 

Litigants were previously at odds 
through suit for copyright infringe- 
ment filed last December in the Dis- 
trict Court by National Screen 
against Trailer-Made, alleging use of 
copyrighted music by Trailer-Made, 


NERB Cites 


(Continued from page 5) 




















under the Wagner Act, and partici- 
pated in a ‘plan of interference.’ 
Conspiracy to block the self-organ- 
ization and free choice of repre- 
sentatives by workers since July 5, 
1935, ‘and particularly between 
March 1, 1936, and Feb. 10, 1937,’ the 
true bill said, 

The studios also were charged 
with conspiring with Screen Play- 
wrights, rival faction, and of extend- 
ing recognition and encouragement 
to this group when they knew or 
should have known SP did not rep- 
resent the majority of writing em- 
ployees. 

The Charges 

Assorted charges—not filed against 
all studios—included (1) soliciting 
employees to quit the Guild, even to 
furnishing them with stereotyped 
resignation forms; (2) speeches and 
propaganda to discourage member- 
ship in SWG; (3) advising members 
to vote. against changes in Guild 
constitution; (4) referring to Guild 
leaders in ‘opprobrious, vile and de- 


| out. 
| especially for dog-lovers. 
|mantic interest is submerged as an 





return to military school 





ton 

RAT. sede ge cccchn sales ahade od June rey 
PINS . cnkcnpeeeccedeedhen vies Ralph Morgan 
ee EY, 0's « candidevss Harry Davenport 
TS ere sadenmes James Burke 
PURSUE os bab ethesceoest sr Sidney Blackmer 
DRUM s ob bedecleks tees ce vedédns Victor Kilian 
SITRE be tnctcdevcnacewens cc Hobart Cavanaugh 
AGOMEB. ccccccccceeesces: Herbert Rawlinson 
EAMOR. 6 ot cccgwatncccccsic Ro e Gleckler 
EOE «0 0 sdpabeaéeces cepndecs > lan Wolfe 
BEG 0.0 9:4 GbOS ROMS 6.006 d6b Seu red Hadley 
Cs, MUBUOE Re. chicas o000deeeess Don Douglas 
GEES «0:s a glabitebas 00 0sSben stb Paul Everton 
 . 6cBeReeus + ckcctboons. » Ace 
Essentially a boys’ story and ought 


to do good business on the weekend 
trade when the youngstcrs can get 

It also has adult appeal, 
The ro- 


incidental feature of the develop- 
ment of the plot, but there is plenty 
of humor, most of it furnished by 
Harry Davenport, as a kindly veteri- 
nary. A trained police dog is amaz- 
ing. 

The picture can top most any 
double bill in the neighborhood 


spots. 


The dramatic developments begin 
when Tommy Ryan is informed that 
he must leave military school and 
go to a state home because his 
father’s inheritance has been ex- 
hausted. The boy escapes from the 
agent for the home, flees in a re- 
frigerator car, and tries to enter the 
dog in a dog show in a strange town. 
An old veterinary tries to help him, 
but some of the show dogs escape 
and Tommy flees with his pooch. 
The heavy, Victor Kilian, is found 
a and the dog is tried for mur- 

er. 

This lacks all elements of prob- 
ability, but it is built up nicely, 
with the sympathy of the audience 
concentrated on the boy and the dog. 
The animal is sentenced to death, 
but in an escape sequence Tommy 
solves the murder and frees his dog. 
He is given a scholarship so he can 
by the 
newspaper that built up the mur- 
der trial. 

The love interest is carried by 
June Storey, as the niece of the old 
doctor, and Robert Livingston,’ as 
the newspaper man. 


HOTEL DU NORD 


(‘North Hotel’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Jan. 19. 
Sedif release of Imperial production. 
Stars Annabella; features, Louis Jouvet 
Jean-Sienne, Aumont, Arletty. Directed 
by reel Carne. Original, Eugene Dabit; 
scenario, dialog, Henri Jeanson; music, 
Maurice Jaubert; camera, Armand Thiraud, 


L. Nee. At Marivaux, Paris. Running 
time, 110 MENS. 


Cast: Annabella, Louis Jouvet, Jeane 
Pierre Aumont, Arletty, Jeanne Marken 
Andrex, Bernard Blier, Henri Bose, Marcel 
Andre, Francois Perier, Liirville, Andre 
Brunot, Louvigny, Paulette Dubbost, Genie 
Vaury, Raymone, 


‘Hotel du Nord,’ Annabella’s first 
French film after a long absence 
from Gallic pictures, is one of the 
best she has ever done here. Film is 
an outstander among 1938 produc- 
tions in this country and is set for 
high mark here and possesses good 
chance abroad, due to Annabella’s 
name value, 

Many of the good points lie in the 
French underworld  a*:nosphere, 
which Marcel Carne has truthfully 
captured in his direction. Story is 
rather sordid and leaves an unsavory 
taste, but one that smacks of reality. 
Main faults lie in a couple of cast 
weaknesses and in long dialog 
sketches and irrelevant scenes. 

Plot sees young couple, Annabella 
and Jean-Pierre Aumont, agree on a 
suicide pact as life’s rigors seem too 
difficult for them. They choose the 
Hotel du Nord in which to end their 
lives. Aumont shoots his sweet- 
heart, but fails to carry out his end 
of the agreement. He’s allowed to 
escape by Louis Jouvet, underworl 
character, who lives in the hotel 





Binzo Back in Syracuse 
Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 31. 


the D. of J. has been investigating charges of misconduct against Manton. 
Dewey has aiso hinted that there will be other disclosures, presumably in 
connection with Manton’s affairs, that cannot be fully set forth at the 


with Arletty and hides behind the 
pose of a photographer. 
Annabeila, however, lives and Au- 


famatory language’; (5) displaying 
hostility toward the Guild; (6) 


As mysteriously as they were 
banned on the first of the year, bingo 
and bango games are back in Syra- 
cuse’s neighborhood film houses this 
week. Apparently anxious to dodge 
any squawk from the Syracuse 
Council of Churches which publicly 
praised Mayor Marvin and Chief of 
Police Rapp when the ban was first 
announced, house owners played 
dumb when queried on the resump- 


present time. 


tomorrow. 





Alec Moss, on advertising, and Al Wilkie, on publicity, will be in charge 
of the Paramount home office during the expected protracted absence .on 
the Coast of Bob Gillham, department’s head, who is scheduled to go out 


Present plans are for Gillham to remain at the studio two months or 
longer on this trip. Whether or not he will eventually spend the majority 
of his time on the western end as Charlie Einfeld does for WB, with Mort 
Blumenstock at the home office, is said to be undecided as yet. 





threatening to fire or blacklist card- 
holders; and (7) threatening to close 
plants. 

Newest development unquestion- 
ably will lead to more rows—and 
probably more significant—possibly 
to court proceedings. The producers 
last year waged strong fight against 
the Guild’s petition for certification 
as spokesman for scribblers but did 
not contest the final outcome of the 


mont gives himself up. Recovered, 
Annabella lodges no complaint 
against Aumont, and after numerous 
prison visits, during which she fails 
to convince Aumont, she still loves 
and wants to marry him, she agrees 
to go away with Jouvet to escape 
the past. A start for India gets no 
farther than Marseille, where she 
realizes she can never go through 
with it, and she returns to Paris. 
Another visit to Aumont convinces 











balloting, which they refused to as- 
sist. If—as is almost sure—the 
NLRB finds its charges are justified, 
the order directing the studios to ne- 
gotiate is likely to spur the majors 
into a court test of the Federal Gev- 
ernment’s jurisdiction over employ- 
er-worker relations in the produc- 
tion end of the business, 


tion of the games. 

In all cases they replied, ‘Games 
going now. No comment.’ 

Story is that some of the theatre 
men went to the D. A. and got a de- 
cision from his office ruling the city 
had no right to shut down bingo. 
An opinion prepared by Assistant D. 


Fight fans around the studios are looking forward to a return match 
when an actor, now doing a personal appearance tour of the east, comes 
back and learns that his producer-director is the same guy he clinched 
with a year ago. Their parting was a hurricane of knuckles on the set, the 
actor filing a breach of contract suit against the studio after he had been 
handed a dismissal notice for hitting in the clinches. Ringsiders are con- 
templating fireworks when the belligerent thesp finds out that he is as- 
signed to work for his old enemy. - 


him they can live happily together 
so he agrees to marry her upon his 
release. Jouvet returns to forgive 
Annabella, walks into a known trap 
set by his enemies and is shot. 
Aumont is no match for Anna- 
bella. Jouvet, coupled with Arletty, 
furnish some good, droll comedy. 
Support,“ photography and dialog 
are moguy sound. Hugo. 
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wes Picket Theatre's ‘Jesse J. 
Club’: Grow Whiskers and Crash Gate 


| timed to appear about the middle 
of January. The Jan. 30 issue of 
Life carried four pages of pictures, 
one in color. 

Pre-release showings were staged 





Claremore, Okla., Jan. 31. | 

The local barbers are picketing, 
Turner Morrisett’s Yale theaire. fol- 
lowing organization on Turner’s 
part of a ‘Jesse James Gang’ as a 





promotion stunt for the 20th-Fox in 22 cities Jan. 20, one week bei re 
film of that name. Applicanis for| the national release date, under the 
‘gang’ membership had to promise | plan worked out by Charles E. Mc- 
not to shave or have their haircut} Carthy. i 
until debut of the picture Feb. 9| One of the campaign novelties 
an’, in return, had freedom of the! was a new type of four-color stills 
he >» til then. in two sizes with big blowups. 
The idea went over with a bang} eae 
an :.5 Claremore men immediaiely | ‘ly. P.’ Preem in Omaha 


joined the club. The barbers began Omaha, Jan. 31. 


losing business so they started to World premiere of Cecil B. De- 
picket the theatre, carrying SI3NS,' wille’s ‘Union Pacific’ will be held 


‘This Theatre Unfair to Local Bar- 
bers.’ 


week following a conference among 
officials of the local Tri-States or- 
ganization and Cliff Lewis, studio 


‘James’ $100,000 Campaign 
With the national release o° ‘Jesse 
James’ Friday (27), 20th-Fox tied its 
former record for advertising costs 
on a feature. ‘James’ ccs’ $100.000; 
a similar amount was spent on 20th’s 


Paramount. Preem will be 
time in April, and will bring De- 
Mille and several members of the 
cast to Omaha, General headquar- 


‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ Only ters of the Union Pacific railroad 
firm to spend more this year WAS | ;, jocated here. 
RKO, which layed out $200,000 for Omaha saw its first premiere last 


‘Gunga Din.’ 

Bulk of advertising space was in 
trade papers, 14 fan magazines and 
newspapers in 59 cities. This news- 
paper advertising was what 20th- 
Fox calls ‘assist?’ ads, meaning the 
cost is shared with local exhibitors. 

Releases of the picture Jan. 13 in 


fall when ‘Boys Town’ was unveiled. 
of the picture, is located here. 


Art Students Aid Stunt 


Hartford, Jan. 31. 
First exploitation tieup with any 
Jew York and Los Angeles were of the local high schools was con- 
val the effect of advance show- | test staged among art students by 
ings. The N. Y. campaign was timed | Hollis Sweeney, of the Palace. Stunt 
two weeks in advance with a 75-ft.x | Was to plug “Peck’s Bad Boy with 
38-ft. banner on the back of the | the Circus.’ Drawings ranged — 
Roxy and a big lobby display with | water colors to crayons and depic v0 
a relief map of the United States Boog: bord students visualized circus 
ri laces where the | *##€ to De. ‘ 
woes txatahee whe lived or robbed. Winning eight were given free du- 
Twe hundred lines were taken in | 
each of the New York dailies the | 
Mondey (9) before the Friday (13) | 





place having his drawing reproduced 
in The Hartford a ee 

: : : 50 posters were arrang in a window 
ope Tuccday (10). 425 on Wednesday | “isPlay in a leading downstore store. 
(11) and 900 on’ Thursday (12) and | Contest and display rated quite a bit 
Friday (13). of comment and space in the Times. 


In Greater New York 170 24-sheets 
were posted for a month and 480 
one-sheets were used in BMT and 
Eighth avenue subway stations. The 
Roxy distributed 10,000 reprints of 
the first Jesse James dime novel, and | 
10 horsemen on Manhattan streets 
were part of the ballyhoo. In the 
first two weeks of an expected four- 
week run the feature grossed $140,- 
422 and was seen by 309,577 persons. 

All the magazine advertising was 


New York Theatres 





‘Pygmalion’ Plug 

Loew’s staged a stunt on ‘Pyg- 
malion’ in Dayton, O., in which ‘Miss 
Peg Maleon’ was transferred from 
an unattractive into an aristocratic, 
stylishly-dressed person. The papers 
followed the process all the way 
through the beauty parlors and 
shops until she was turned out in 
evening wraps. 
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' which the Cinderella theme of the 


advertising and publicity director for | 
some | 


Father Flanagan’s Boys Home, theme 


cats by house with holder of first | 


In the advertising approach two 
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with a 60-piece fife and drum corps 
|} and men carrying banners inscribed, 
| ‘Wake Up America Before It’s Too 
in Omaha, it was announced here last | 
| campaign put on by Paul E. Glase, 








WALLACE 
JOHN GARFIELD 
THE DEAD END KIDS 


THEY MADE ME 


ROBERT in ‘STAND UP 


TAYLOR and FIGHT’ 


HURS. 
SHEARER % CLARK GABLE 


vt * “4DI0T'S DELIGHT” 





} Cad 
SS PLUS AN ALL STAR REVUE 


riday—“‘WINGS OF THE WAVY” 
vanes Fersona—ART SHAW ORCH. 


angles were used—small ads with 
caricatures of George Bernard 
Shaw, to impress those who admire 
his literary output, and large ads in 


story was emphasized, These were 
intended to put over the mass en- 
tertainment values of the picture. 


Par Tieup Gets Started 


Paramount’s Pan-American Petro- 
leum tieup gets startea today (Wed.) 
in four states with ‘Cafe Society’ the 
first picture to benefit. Five hun- 
dred 24-sheets will be used, the pic- | 
ture title will appear in all Pan-| 
American newspaper ads and in 
500,000 copies of Movie News, a four- 
page picture sheet distributed in fill- 
ing stations. 

Similar campaigns are scheduled 
for other pictures each month. 











Stages ‘Spy Ring’ Parade 


Veterans of Foreign Wars parade, 


Late,’ was the principal feature of a 


manager of the Embassy, Reading | 
Pa., for ‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ 
(Col). 


Trailer was run two weeks in ad- 
vanee. Restaurants and lunchrooms. 
distributed 3,000 napkins and a five- 
and-ten used 3,000 paper bags with 


the theatre’s imprint. Forty-eight 
neon signs, with 11 x 14-inch stills, 
were used in store windows, a 


classified contest was staged in the 
Reading Times and daily announce- 
|} ments for four days were used on | 
WEEU and WRAW. In the lobby 
two 40 x 60’s and two 60 x 80’s were 
Set up. 


| 


UA’s ‘Stagecoach’ Stunt 
United Artists is testing a new! 
stunt for ‘Stagecoach.’ Double size | 
| car cards are to be used in 117 cities 


in 32 states and the District of Co- 
| lumbia, and also in Toronto and Mon- 
| treal. 

| Under the agreement with the Bar- 
ron Collier organization, theatre 
names and playdates can be inserted 
in each city. Cards will appear dur- 
ing the week of Feb. 17. Figured 
there are 23,090,000 rides daily in the 
territory covered. 


Pick M-G Contest Winners 


Winners have been chose:. for two 
contests staged by Metro in co-oper- 
ation with theatres on ‘Test Pilot.’ 
In the contest for theatre managers, 
exploitation and publicity men, H. H. 
Maloney, Loew’s Poli, Worcester, 
won first prize, $70. Second went to 
Dave Weshner and associates, from 
the Stanley, Philadelphia, and third 
to Leonard Worley, manager of the 
Madison, Peoria, Il. 

‘First prize in the essay contest for 
theatre patrons went to Roger F. 
Parkhill, private in the Air Corps 
Technical School, Lowry Field, 
Denver. This was a free roundtrip 
American Air Lines ticket to the 
Coast. Second prize, also a round 
trip by air to the Coast, was won by 
Walter Johnson, Jr., Wayne, Ii. 
Third, a_ Pilot radio, was won by 
Quintin E. McCredie, Milwaukee. 








Six Openings for ‘Wings’ 

_Charlie Einfeld has arranged a 
cix-ply F ary mma of ‘Wings of the 
Navy iday (3) in Washington, 
Pensacola, San Diego, New York, 
Los Angeles and on board the U.S.S. 
Lexington in the Caribbean sea. 
Naval officials will attend each 
showing, and featured members of 
the cast will be present at the San 
Diego and Washington screenings. 
A radio hookup also is being ar- 
ranged. The picture is scheduled for 
national release Feb. 11, ‘National 
Defense Week.’ Many of the scenes 
in the film were made at the Pen- 
sacola air station, so last week the 
fliers there cooperated in the crown- 
ing of Shirley Sexton, 18, as ‘Miss 
Wings of the Navy.’ Mayor Connor 
Hagler officiated. 


Vitaphone Contest 


: Philadelphia. 

Nine Warner theatres here, Philly 
Daily News and WFIL will cooper- 
ate in a 10-week contest to select a 
‘Vitaphone Boy and Girl.’ Following 
eliminations in each of the nabe 
houses, final choice will be made on 
the stage of the Earle. Winners— 











LESLIE NOWARD in Bernard Shaw's 
PyGmaLion 





















who may exhib talent along any 
lines—will get a contract for a cou- 
ple Vitaphone shorts and a 10-week 
cuffo sustainer on WFIL. Radio sta- 
tion plugs the contest with 10 spot 
announcements a week; News runs 
a daily column, and other WB houses 
use trailers promoting it. 
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Koff Forced Out of House 
Philadelphia. | 
Dispossess notice has been served 
on Mel Koff, operator of the Darby. | 
Theatre has been bought out from) 


under him and, despite the fact that! under 
his lease has two years to run, he} pop Leonard, 


He has a plea} 


is being forced out. 
for an injunction pending in U, 
District Court. 

In the meantime Koff is making | 
plans to build another house in op-| 
position to his present one when he| 
He has a site, but is 
having difficuity obtaining pictur Sj 
Also competing is Warners’ Parker, | 
across the street. 

Koff claims that Henry Robinson, | 
a real estate man, was unfairly al- 
lowed to purchase the second mort- | 
gage at the low price of $1,000 from | 
a closed bank in the hands of receiv- 
He then forced holders of the 
mortgage, who include Harry 
Waxman, Kofi’s brother-in-law, to 
sell, and obtained control. Kof? | 
maintains that he should have becn 
given first opportunity to purchase | 
the second mortgage. Arcadia, enly | 


first 


midtown house not operated by 
Warners, may shortly be foreed to 
change its policy to foreign pix be- 


cause of its inability to get product. 
In the midst of its worst season in 11 


to convince owners Abe 
Sablosky and Charles Segall of the 
switch to linguals. 
Some almost phenomenal biz re- 
cenily hit by the arty 350-seat Studio 
here has caught the eye of all exhibs 
in town. 
Areadia gets Paramount 


half of 


second run and half of Metro second | cpot 
run, plus some Monogram and other | 


indie product on initial showing. | 


L. A. Exhib Matters 


Los . Angeles. 
James Edwards, Jr., refurnishing 


his Fillmore theatre, damaged by 
fire two weeks ago. 
M. D. (Doc); Howe new manager 


of Herb Rosener’s Portland theatre. 
Earl Peterson, manager of Fox 
Inglewood theatre, won first of three 
weekly prizes for house exploitation 
on Fox West Coast circuit. 

E. D. Harris, recently of Chicago, 
new manager of Fox Glendale, suc- 
ceeding John Carroll, resigned. 


Excessive Assessment 


Hartford, Jan. 31. 

Claiming the valuation is exces- 
sive, Ernest M. Buck of East Hart- 
ford has taken an appeal, from an 
asssessed valuation of $785,750 given 
the Palace Theatre Bidg. here, to the 
superior court. Action is returnable 
Tuesday (7). 

Building was valued at $365,000 
and land $420,750 by the Board of 





Reduction in assessment was refused 
by the Board of Relief. 


Par, Frisco, Shifts 

San Francisco. 
Warren Pechner, publicity man- 
ager at Paramount here, named 
manager of Varsity, Palo Altu, Fox- 
West Coast house. Al Dunn succeeds 
Pechner at Paramount, where he for- 
merly was treasurer. Operation of 
the El Rey, swank 1,200-seat nabe, 
taken over by Golden State Theatres, 
bringing the latter chain to 13 houses. 
L. J. Williams remains as house man- 
ager of El] Theatre which was for- 
merly operated by San Francisco 
Theatres, Inc. 








Pat McGee’s Spot 


: Syracuse, N. Y. 
Appointment of Patrick McGee of 
ton as manager of the Eckel the- 
atre announced by Gus Lampe, g.m. 
of RKO-Schine in Syracuse. McGee, 
formerly operator of string of sec- 
ond-run house in Oklahoma City, 
went to Boston year ago. William 
Freeman, formerly Eckel headman, 
moves to RKO Strand. 





Black’s S. I. Berth 


Troy, N. Y. 

Harry Black will leave his man- 
agerial post at Proctor’s here this 
week to supervise operations of a 
newly acquired chain of Fabian The- 
atres on Staten Island. Irving Liner, 
manager of Harmanus Bleecker Hall, 
Albany, will sueceei Black. 


Max Stahl Feted 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 

‘Let Freedom Ring’ is release title 
on “Dusty Road,’ nee ‘Song of the 
West,’ at Metro. 
Twentieth-Fox switched from ‘Big 
Drum’ to ‘News Is Made at Night.’ 
‘Code of Secret Service’ is final tag 
on ‘Smashing the Money Ring’ (WB). 
‘Susannah’ at 20th-Fox went back 








to its original title, ‘Susannah of the 





Honeymoon” | ..5 mis orcn 
meuwete HRA NMETISITC HALL 


COLBERT 


Herbert Marshall & 


‘ZAZA’ 


TODAY ONLY 
Norma Tyrone 


Shearer - Power 
Marie Antoinette 


HELD OVER 


"GUNGA 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





Pius Siage Show 


Mounties.’ 

‘The Gambler and the Lady’ is 
final handle for ‘The Lady’s from 
Kentucky’ at Paramcunt. 

‘Six-Gun Rhythm’ is release title 
|for ‘Rhythm Rides the Range’ at 
| Grand National. 





| call over ‘Fly Away Home’ at War- 


| ‘American Family’ gets the final 


; Cincinnati. 

Film row tendered a banquet to 
Max Stahl, retiring branch manager 
for United Artists, in the Variety 
club Jan. 30. Stahl recently opened 
a new theatre in Shelbyville, Ind. 
Harris Dudelson succeeds him here, 
moving up from the sales staff. 


Billing Tiff 
’ Des Moines, Ia. 
The Singer-Waterloo Corp. will 
appeal to the supreme court against 
enforcement of temporary injunc- 
tion prohibiting its use of the word 





H. Singer Iowa theatre interests in 
Waterloo, according to announce- 








ners, 








ment by John Dostal, manager. The 


Assessors in the 1938 Grand List. | 


-| den, and E. I. Peterson, former as. 
| sistant at the P: 


| the shopping to be done by 


| salesman, to Kansas City exchange. 


|years. Larry Mackey, manager, is at- | 
| Jacobs, chief poster clerk, fills va- 


i W. 


| 
| 
| 


Rosenthal Bros., Inc., operators of 


2 41. : sarill woreiun a re 
Oi ine winher wii receive a complete 


wa. 

Following changes made in Tri. 
States managerial setup: Henry 
Plude, former manager of the Gar. 
den here, goes to the Paramount, 
Cedar Rapids, as house manager 
Hal Sheridan, city manager. 
former manager of 
Uptown, becomes manager of Gar- 
aramount, now man- 
ager of Uptown. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp. launched 
new managers’ drive from Jan. 27 
through April 6 in which the wife 
spring outfit from head to toe, with 
A. H 
Blank, G. Ralph Branton and the 
lucky ‘Madame Tristaco.’ 


Genter Upped to K. C. 
Pittsburgh. 
Flock of promotions announced by 
Burt Bishop, Jr., Metro chief here. 
with transfer of H. W. Genter, city 


Saul Gottlieb moves up from Main 
Line to Center’s post; Milt Brau- 
man, office manager, takes over 
Main Line territory, and Eddie Mori- 
arity, chief booker, gets Brauman’s 
old job. John Zomnir from assist- 
ant to chief booker; Max Shabason 
becomes his assistant, and Irving 


cancy in booking department. 


James McHugh, formerly asst. 
manager WB Enright, just named 
manager of circuit’s Regal in Wil- 


kinsburg, Pa., succeeding Art Braun, 
resigned. McHugh was in Fairmont, 
Va., for Warners several weeks 
before being assigned to Wilkinsburg 





Norfolk Switches 
Norfolk, Va. 

Leo Greenwood returned to the- 
atrical biz as manager of the War- 
wick, Newport News, succeeding Jay 
Kimmell, who took over the Gates, 
Portsmouth. Harry Valentine, who 
hed Portsmouth post, comes to Nor- 
folk to become advertising mgr. of 
the Wilder chain. 


OKLA. CITY TALKING 
ORG. OF ALLIED UNIT 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

Much discussion is going about on 
possible formation of an Allied af- 
filiated theatre owners association in 
this state. For several months it’s 
been heard that A. B. Momand of 
Shawnee has been getting set to 
hold an organization meeting, but 
he refuses to make any statement 
to that effect. 

There are a number of exhibitors 
scattered over the state, not MPTO 
members, who would look favor- 
ably upon such an organization, al- 
though ratio of membership to 
MPTO would probably be 8 to 1 at 
the lowest figure. 

Griffith Amus. Co. is charged with 
having domination of the MPTO, 
Most officials of the MPTOA affili- 
ated organization at present ure in- 
dependent operators, some in tough 
competition with the Griffith group. 














HEAT UNDER ‘HOT’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
‘Some Like It Hot’ went into pro- 
duction at Paramount yesterday 
(Mon.), with George Archainbaud 
replacing Kurt Neumann as director. 
Neumann has another assignment. 
Studio recently won an argument 
with the Hays office over the title. 


STORY BUYS 


Holiywood, Jan. 31. 
RKO purchased “The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame’ from Metro. 
William Wyler took an option on 
John Huston’s historical story, ‘Pre- 
lude to Freedom.’ 


Paramount bought ‘Tenderloin,’ 
original by Charles Emmett Rogers 
and James E. Grant. 

Leo Birinski sold his original 
yarn, ‘Full Confession,’ to RKO. 


Walt Disney closed for “The Sword 
in the Stone,’ novel by T. H. White, 
published by Putnam. Story has to 
do with ae Arthur and his Knights 
of the Round Table. 

B. 


Universal purchased James . 
Lowell's original, ‘They Asked for It. 


Robert Thoeren sold his yarn, “The 








‘Iowa’ in connection with the Mort | 


injunction was issued last week to | 


| Prisoner,’ to Solar Films for produc- 
= in France. 
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MAJOR HOPE I 
LENGTH OF SESH 


(Continued from page 1) 











pow ae: ce 


went into the session with three 
things in mind: (1) To avoid a 
strike if possible; (2) to dicker 
adamantly for a pay scale less 
than the one AFRA had de- 
manded; and (3) to denounce a 
‘closed shop’. AFRA, on the other 
hand, also went in with three 
salient purposes in mind: (1) To 
avoid a sirike; (2) to stick to pay 
demands; and (3) to bat for a 
‘federation shop’. By evening the 
conflicting views were far from 





Hummerts Vs. Dumas 





New York Post on Monday 
(30) carried a feature article by 
Michael Mok dealing with Frank 

~and Anne Hummert’s ‘mass pro- 
duction’ radio script writing. 

Compared their system and 
rate of output to the fabulous 
Alexander Dumas, pere, who in 
his day operated a one-man liter- 
ary factory (with anonymous as- 
sistants) in Paris. 





, ——— 


settled, but the huddlers dog~ 
gedly kept up their session. 


The fact that the meetings 
continued, and did not imme- 
diately fly to pieces, was deemed 
a ray of hope in a situation that 
otherwise looked very gloomy. 
But, as the protracted sessions 
wore on, it became apparent that 
—as always in such situations— 
war or peace hung by a hair. 
The sponsors, whose views the 
agency men largely represent, 
are known te be dead set in 
favor of lower pay scales and 
‘open shop.’ That point, there- 
fore, remains the principal hitch 
in the situation. It is also 
known that lawyers have in‘er- 
posed all sorts of queries and 
points, this way and that, fur- 
ther disturbing the troubled 
waters. Another all-night ses- 
sion at press time last night 
(Tuesday) looked imminent, un- 
less frayed nerves and a com- 
plete conflict over pay, etc., 
would end the meeting abruptly, 
after its lengthy run, and pre- 
cipitate a strike. 


Although some of them had been 
up all Monday night (30) in con- 
ference, the agency men held a 
closed meeting yesterday morning 
to discuss their policies and plans in 
preparation for the huddle with the 
unionists in the afternoon. Similar 
session took place Monday morning 
before the initial meeting that after- 
noon. Representatives of the spon- 
sors and the networks attended the 
conferences with AFRA. Also Ken- 
neth Thomson and Laurence Beilin- 
son, cf the Screen Actors Guild, 
planed in from the Coast to sit in 
with the AFRA execs. 


Wax Standbys 


It was learned that the agencies, 
momentarily anticipating a strike 
call last Thursday (26) and Friday 
(27) had office boys standing by at 
the studios with transcriptions for 
broadcasting on the commercial net- 
work time in case the performers 
walked out. Network officials did 
not reveal their attitude in regard 
to the possible use of waxed shows, 
but it was presumed that the admen 
must have received assurance that 
they could go ahead with ethering 
of recorded programs, or they 
wouldn’t have been so obviously 
Prepared to do so. Doubted that 
the move was a gesture to bluff the 
union, 


Although the network regulations 
ban the use of recordings, it was 
conceded that the rules might be re- 
laxed in case of a strike emergency. 
Pointed out that if a strike were to 
force commercials off the air, the 
broadcasters would not only lose the 
income from time sales but (unless 
they used wax programs) would be 
faced with a staggering bill for tal- 








works. 


disquieting. 


or hereafter. 


in the early days. 
overcome. 


always played a part. 


ONE EXTREME 


(ACTORS) 


1 

The admen have deliberately 
stalled us, still are not sincere, 
are taking counsel from a labor- 
breaking lawyer, and are playing 
for time to chill the actors’ ardor 
for aggressive action. It’s old stuff 
in strike tactics and there is no 
real open-mindedness on the ad- 
men’s side. They have refused to 
get down to cases and have 
brushed aside our grievances 
with irrelevancies about their 
ideals, love of people and the 
American way. j 


2 

They told us they had no au- 
thority to negotiate but - ihey 
talked for 10 months. After we 
threaten to strike they bob up 
with the statement that they 
have now been authorized by 
70% of the advertisers. They 
presented a proposed scale of 
wages that seemed to say one 
thing, but the payments were 
whittled away by an ingenious 
system of frequency discounts. 
The Four A’s offer amounted to 
less than the existing averages at 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert. It’s 
a question of our scale versus 
theirs, and theirs is ‘ridiculous’. 


Ss . 

There’s a tide in the affairs of 
a ‘union that must be taken at its 
crest. Now is the obvious time to 
strike. Time is precious to our 
prestige. Our membership is 
behind us now; we have the ad- 
vantage of being mentally pre- 
pared for a struggle and con- 
vinced that delay is fatal to our 
interests. 


The business man comes into the entertain- 
ment world reluctantly, and against every nor- 
mal instinct he has as a business man. This 
was an important handicap to the networks 
It has never been entirely 
Nor do the actors and show people 
on their part like some of the hicks and visiting 
firemen that are periodically identified as Mr. 
Big Works, himself, in the flesh. These under- 
lying and rather personalized frictions have 
They have prevented 


fortnight. 


all it is. 
show-down 


reined. 





the entertainer understanding advertising and 
the advertiser understanding entertainment. 
A certain ‘ready contempt’ (working beth 
ways) may be regarded as a conditioning fac- 
tor in the flare-ups of temper on both sides, and 
the charges of duplicity and insincerity that 
have been tossed about rather loosely the past 


Either or both sides, and probably both, are 
no doubt indulging in a little old-fashioned 
poker. Which is pretty good American horse- 
trading and nobody will take it amiss if that’s 
Unfortunately, this whole question 
has been approached obliquely and comes to a 
under circumstances 
compromise difficult unless tempers are tightly 


that makes 


The sponsors who are meanwhile angry at 
the networks (and some of them at their ad| 
agencies, too) are harking back to a very old 


+ 


‘AVOID STRIKE’-RADIO BIZ 


CONTRASTING VIEWPOINTS 


One thing stands out at this point concern- 
ing the relationship of employing sponsor and 
employed actor in radio: neither really knows 
the other. They are separated by the interven- 
ing elements, advertising agencies and net- 
To the average sponsor an actor is 
some sort of a clown or mountebank not very 
high in the social scale, who is already hand- 
somely paid for what seems to be very simple 
work indeed. To the performer the sponsor is 
a mysterious millionaire, about as real as Mr. 
Crex of Monte Carlo, who could pay him more 
and therefore should do so. A conspicuous lack 
of sympathy, one for the other, is manifest. 
This may very well be the dominant psy- 
chological factor behind whatever happens. 

Already the bitterness behind-the-scenes is 
That is why those who deplore 
a solar plexus blow for radio hope that drastic 
action of a strike can be avoided either now 


AGENCIES-WEBS 
LESS WORRIED 


Feeling earlier yesterday (Tues- 
day) among advertising agencies 
was that the conferees had found 


the key to the controversy’s solution 
and that the possibility of a walkout 
had appreciably been dimmed. The 
{suggestion that the networks be 
made the other party to an AFRA 
agreement had been advanced by 
the agency side of the table. Senti- 
| ment here was that this compromise 
| granted the fundamental demands of 
{the actors’ union, the closed shop, 
|and at the same time relieved the 








Audience Subs 


showmanship question often made in past] — 


IN-BETWEEN 


1 

Radio is a good advertising me- 
dium. The admen need it and the 
actors should appreciate it. Spon- 
sors accept a closed shor ia mu- 
sic as a matter of course. Why 
the big hitch over the Guild 
shop? If both sides will give a 
little a strike will not be reces- 
sary. 


2 

Emotionalism is beginning to 
dominate both sides. A _ strike 
would be most unfortunate. It is 
an ugly head-on clash that will 
harm radio. There must be com- 
mon ground for compromise. 
Once the strike is called all sorts 
of bitter results may ensue. 


3 

Both sides are partly to blame. 
The actors’ union naively expect- 
ed the Four A’s to clear the path, 
to do the union’s work for it. 
At the same time the sponsors 
were apparently shockingly unin- 
formed on what was going on, 
what might happen. States of 
mind have been created which 
are probably the greatest barrier 
at the moment to an amicable 
settlement. 


4 
Some of the agency men feel 
that if the situation had been 
tackled three or four months ago 
the employer camp might have 
been able to effect a much more 
favorable compromise. 


years (and no further away than these col-| 
umns) that the logical responsibility for radio 
entertainment seemed to 
works. That’s dim history now and not ger- 
mane to the present crisis. It does serve as one 
new reminder that, in the light of the way 
things did develop rather than mere theorizing, 
the sponsor cannot ignore all the inter-play - 
within entertainment, save at the risk of abrupt | advertiser of directly accepting or 
unhappiness such as has descended upon him 
in the last two weeks. 


rest with the net- 


OTHER EXTREME 


(SPONSORS) 
1 

The actors’ union lost the only 
real test of strength they ever 
faced (KWK, St. Louis). They are 
not fair. They want to coerce us. 
They will not listen to what we 
have to say. They are indifferent 
to the rising costs and think we 
are kidding them. Their leaders 
have been emotional and badly 
informed; when serious matters 
have been brought up they have 
acted like vaudevillians, brushing 
aside serious points with flip- 
pancies. 


2 

The actors are demanding $185 
a week for radio but accept much 
less for same work on sustaining 
programs, and the Equity min- 
imum is only $40 a week, with 
five days free rehearsal. We are 
bludgeoned into a choice between 
an impossibly high scale and a 
threatened walk-out. Our rela- 
tionship with our clients is al- 
ways a delicate one. We had to 
proceed with the utmost caution. 
Sponsors would pin our ears back 
plenty fast if we didn’t. 


3 

They are trying to stampede 
us. This is a complex question. 
They demand signatures, refuse 
to change any clause, say they 
won't accept a tentative agree- 
ment in principle to allow details 
to be worked out. Most of the 
sponsors have just recently 
learned of this matter. As for 
our stalling them, this again 
comes back to their emotional 
bias against us. We’re always 
wrong, always scheming, never 
business men with legitimate mo- 
tives. 





SOOO FF44 44444 ttt e tot 


Admen’s Statement 


94444444644446444444444444- 


Committee for Advertisers re- 
leased the following statement in 
New York Sunday (29) in advance 
of the Monday meeting with AFRA: 

‘Members of the Committee for 
Advertisers who will begin negotia- 
tions tomorrow (30) with the Radio 
Actors Union on the threatened strike 
of radio artists will enter the meet- 
ings with a determination to elim- 
inate any abuses in commercial 
broadcasting, but with the realiza- 
tion that radio broadcasting already 
is the highest paid industry in the 
world. : 

‘There may be some justification 
for a drastic general pay increase in 
broadcasting, but so far no one has 
produced any convincing evidence 





ent for sustaining shows. 


(Cc ed on page 22) 





SAG, AMG MEET 
ON AFRA STAND 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


Board of the directors of the 
Screen Actors Guild was in session 
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Union’s Statement 


4444444 444444444444464544- 

In comment upon the Monday 
meeting AFRA issued the following 
statement in advance of the event: 


The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists has agreed to meet be- 


until early this morning (Tuesday) |8'""ing Monday (30) with a newly- 
laying plans in the event of a strike | appointed committee from the Amer- 


call on the part of AFRA. At mid- 
night a call went out for Eddie Can- 


board for several hours. 


Artists Managers Guild also wert reached. The request for a meeting 


ican Association of Advertising 


| Agencies, empowered to act for 80% 
tor and other AFRA leaders, who | of the commercially-sponsored net- 
stayed in session with the Guild|W°k programs, and confer without 
|recess until a conclusion has been 


on record in favor of full support |c#me from Chester LaRoche, chair- 


for the union in case of a walkout, |™an of the agency committee, 
The AMG announced that no con- | eve of 


tracts . for network 


would be signatured with advertis- | "ational commercial programs. It 
ers unless the agreement contained , WS followed by an urgent appeal 


a clause releasing the actor in the 
event of a strike. 


| from officials of CBS and NBC with 


(Continued on page 22) 


Several of the agencies yester- 
day (Tuesday) continued taking 
precautions against a walkout of 
performers by scouting around 
for likely replacement material. 

Most of the inquiries directed 
at talent agents were for audi- 
ence participation shows. 








aligning himself with this principle. 
Many of these svonsors have local 
labor policies which are comovletely 
inimical to this union principle. 

These agency officials considered 
this way out as both logical and 
sound. Though they hire their own 
musicians, the avencies are under 
compulsion to abide by wage scales 
| and working conditions embodied in 
| contracts existing only between the 
| networks and the musiciars union. 
| If there is a question of a violation, 
) it is the network that steps in and 
linsists that the svonsor or agency 
adiust the complaint. 

Network executives had not been 
participants in the parley between 
the agency coterie and the AFRA 
delegation until the proposal that 
the webs assume the sole signatory 
obligation to an AFRA contract had 
| been broached. Succeedinz meet- 
ings found Mark Wood, NBC V.p., 
serving as liaison officer for his or- 
ganization, and Lawrence Lowman, 
CBS v.p., on hand to do the listen- 
ing and suggesting on Columbia’s 
behalf, 

Writers and Producers Next? 


By the time the initial session had 
broken up in the small hours of 
Tuesday morning, the conferees had 
hardly touched on the question of 
price scales or conditions. After 
the agency reps on the svecial com- 
mittee had reported to their offices 
around mid-day on the progress of 
the parley up to the time of early 
am. adjournment, a defeatist feel- 
ing spread among the higher-ups 
in these quarters. Belief was voiced 
that the union would get practically 
ali it demanded and that the em- 
ployer camp would have to reconcile 
itself to a similar sally from writers 
and production men. 

In network ranks there was a 
tendency to belittle the agency 
men’s predictions for dire after-nf- 
fects for the business of commercial 
broadcasting. Network officials 
pointed out that the additional tal- 
ent costs deriving from an AFRA 
agreement would prove insi¢nificant 
to an advertiser when comnvared to 
the total time and talent bill. These 
web sources were confident that the 
value of the medium had become too 
deeply ingrained in the economy of 
advertisers for them to turn else- 
where with their budgets because 
of this increase in talent costs. 


FOR MOTORISTS 


Program Aimed at Drivers on Way 
To Day’s Job 














Cleveland, Jan. 31. 

By recognizing the fact that mae 
jority of auto!sts turn on their dash- 
| board radios while driving to work, 





agenc on the |WHK sold Jack Cresson’s morning 
| a nationwide walkout of radio | program to an auto-and-body repair- 
commercials | 4ctors, singers and announcers on | ing company at the first try. 


| Cresson putting on a five-minute 


“resume of all the previous night's 
sport activities five times weekly 
lnow at 8:30 a.m. for road dialers. 
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NBC Mikemen Vote 
Against AFRA Tie: 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 
Asserting that they have ‘every- | 
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'LOG OF THE AFRA CONFLICT 


| AFRA and a Four A’s ‘fact-finding’ committee began negotiations in 
| January, 1938, at about the same time that the union started dickering 
| with the networks. Huddles were sporadic through last summer, but were 
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Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Science and invention have 
done much for farmers to make 
life easier and less monotonous. 
But tops has been reached. 
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AFRA 


American Communications Associ- 
ation, technicians union and _ affili- 
ate of CIO, has entered the radio- 
actor fray. Union wired Eddie Can- 
tor, prez of the AFL-affiliated Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Actors, on 
Saturday (28) a declaration of sup- 
port in event of a walkout. 


Under signature of Mervyn Rath- | 


borne, prez of ACA, following tele- 
gram was sent: “The American Com- 


munications Association, which num- | 


bers among its membership radio 
technicians in radio broadcast sta- 
tions, wishes to convey to the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Radio Actors, its 
fullest support in the fight of radio 
actors for increased wages and im- 
proved conditions. Please feel ready 
to call on us for any help we may 
be able to give.’ 
dressed care of the Screen Actors 
Guild. 

The ACA when queried on ex- 
tent aid would reach stated that any 
action on its part would be con- 
tingent on stand taken by the actor 
union. Wire only signifies a will- 
ingness to lend aid when and if de- 
sired, despite that the two parent 
unions are at war. 

ACA recently lost out in CBS 
election which was to decide whether 
er not panelmen wanted ACA to 
represent them or their union, the 
Associated Broadcast Technicians. 
An election is coming up at NBC on 
same situation. ACA still claims 
heavy membership in all three net- 
works. 
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which AFRA concluded amicable 
agreements over six months ago, that 
nothing be left undone to effect a 
settlement without strife. 


AFRA Strategy Committee then 
consented to confer with the agency 
committee. Although AFRA had 
been negotiating with a committee 
from the American Association of 
Advertising Agencies for over a year 
before it decided that strike action 
must be taken to win its demands, 
the new agency committee, according 
to a release of the American Asso- 
ciation of Advertising Agencies to 
the newspapers, is the first committee 
that has actually been empowered 
to conclude an agreement. Mrs. 
Emily Holt, national executive sec- 
retary of AFRA, made this statement 
in connection with the impending 
conferences with the agency com- 
mittee. 

‘Our preparations for action are 
complete. We hold a mandate from 
our entire membership with respect 
to the scales and working conditions 
and the action to be taken to estab- 
lish them. At the eleventh hour we 
have been approached by the new 
agency committee which informs us 
that. it desires to conclude an agree- 
ment. 


‘In spite of our readiness for im- 
mediate action our Strategy Com- 
mittee has felt that it must take into 
aecount the possibility of avoiding 
a strike, especially in view of the 
fact that we have no quarrel with 
the public or the network companies, 
and desire to consider their inter- 
ests. 


‘We are confident of our record of 
efforts made in good faith during the 
last 12 months to stabilize working 
conditions for our members. During 
this period we have carefully an- 
alyzed our problems and those of the 
industry and have formulated a Code 
of Fair Practice embracing minimum 
wage and working conditions which 
we know to be fair. 

‘This Code has received the en- 
dorsement of all performer unions 
affiliated with AFRA. These unions 
are the Associated Actors and Ar- 
tists of America, the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, the American Federation of 
Actors, and the American Guild of 
Musica] Artists. 

‘If the committee appointed today 
by the sponsors has a sincere desire 
to dispose of this issue amicably we 
are prepared to sign with them.’ 


Cantor was ad-| 


thing to lose and nothing to gain’ 
by becoming members of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, an- 
nouncers on the staff of KPO and 
KGO (NBC) voted against joining 
the nationwide union at a midnight 





meeting here last Thursday (26) 
| night. 
| The KPO-KGO mikemen are 


|}members of the Associated Radio 
| Employees, an organization of NBC 
| workers. Under A.R.E. agreements 
| the announcers are paid $25 
| commercial programs on 1 
| networks, whereas AFRA is 
ing a fee of $15 plus $5 for re- 
|hearsals. The KPO-KGQ boys also 
| have a higher wage scale than that 
| demanded by AFRA. 


According to prexy John B. 
Hughes and secretary Vic Connors 
| of the local AFRA chapter, KFRC is 
| the only local station whose spielers 
}are not 100% AFRA members, with 
the exception of the two NBC out- 
llets. Attempt will probably be 
made in March to force KPO-KGO 
mikemen to join AFRA by prohibit- 
ing artists from working on com- 
| mercial shows announced by non- 
members, if AFRA’s present dif- 
ficulties with agencies over fees are 
settled by that time. 


REBROADCASTS 
TO COAST IN 
JEOPARDY? 


As the negotiations between 
AFRA and the special Four A’s 
committee proceeded yesterday 
(Tuesday), the fear spread among 
West Coast broadcasters and their 
sales reps that the Pacific area’s in- 
come from network commercial 
broadcasting was becoming seriously 
jeopardized. Some of these reps 
had become convinced that if the 
agencies yielded to the union’s de- 
mand for payment of an additional 
two-thirds salary on re-broadcast 
programs there would follow a 
wholesale cancellation of all day- 
time rebroadcasts to the Coast. 

This gloomy forecast was predi- 
cated on what the reps described as 
simple arithmetic. The area west of 
Denver represents but 15% of the 
country’s potential retail sales, and, 
as they reasoned it, the chances of 
an advertiser paying an additional 
66 2/3% for this potential 15% in 
sales couldn’t be figured as espe- 
cially broad. 

Same extra rate would prevail for 
transcribed versions taken off the 
network line. 


| 
} 

















Ross Trio on WHK-WCLE 
Cleveland, Jan. 31. 
Ross Trio, New York nitery vocal 
team, stepped into three WHK- 
WCLE spots as the result of twin- 
stations’ staff reorganization and 
search for new talent. Singers from 
WJZ were picked up by R. W. Rich- 
mond, program director, for two 
programs per week over WCLE. 
Also will do one mutual weekly 
and a new Friday 9:30 p.m. show 
over WHK, with hefty build-ups for 
sponsorship. 


Minneapolis - Moline tractors 
have been introduced on which 
a Philco radio is standard equip- 
ment. 


actively resumed in the fall. 


} 





Revised wage-scale was approved by the union membership at its na- 
tional convention at St. Louis in mid-November and was submitted to t! 


| Four A’s committee Dec. 15. 





answer from the committee. 





SAMPLE ON 


BSH STAND! 


for | 
regional | 
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Editor, VARIETY: Chicago. 

| With regard to the American Fed- 
‘eration of Radio Artists, our agency 
has not been represented in the ne- 
a between the American As- 


sociation of Advertising Agencies | 


| and the American Federation of 
| Radio Artists, and I notified the 
| American Association of Advertising 
| Agencies to that effect the first part 
of September, 1938, 
| not feel that any Association of Ad- 
|vertising Agencies or our advertis- 
|ing agency has any authority to ne- 
| potiate a matter of this kind with- 
| out first securing the authority of the 
| advertisers whom they represent to 
act in this capacity. 

We have always been and are 
willing at all times to discuss the 
matter with any authorized repre- 


| sentative of the American Federa- 


tion of Radio Artists. However, due 
to the fact that the AFRA told us 
that in negotiating with the Amer- 
ican Association of Advertising 
Agencies they thought they were ne- 
gotiating with all of the principal 
agencies, no one from the AFRA ap- 
proached us until last week, when 
their autho-ized representatives 
talked with Mr. Hummert in New 
York and with me in Chicago. 

Our agencies in New York, Green- 
wich and Chicago are one corpora- 
tion. However, Mr. Hummert, vice- 
president of our company, is in 
charge of New York and Greenwich 
agencies and represents the adver- 
tisers whose accounts we handle in 
those offices. 

Mr. Blackett and I are in charge 
of the Chicago agency of our com- 
pany and we represent the clients 
whose accounts we handle here. 

However, we do not have any au- 
thority to negotiate for the clients 
whose accounts we handle from our 
Chiccgo agency, but our attitude has 
been that we are willing at all times 
to confer with the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists and be of as 
much constructive help as possible, 
and when their plans have been fi- 
nally decided upon we will take 
their proposals to the advertisers rep- 
resented by our Chicago agency and 
carry out the instructions of each in- 
dividual advertiser. 

In my discussion Saturday with 
Messrs. Heller, Jaffe and Jones, of 
the AFRA, we merely went over the 
various points involved, and no final 
conclusions were reached and I 
have heard nothing further from the 
AFRA since that meeting. 

We feel that anything that will 
hurt the radio industry will, at the 
same time, hurt the radio adver- 
tiser, the AFRA and ourselves—so 
we have a very selfish motive in 
trying to be of as much construc- 
tive help as possible before the final 
proposal of the AFRA is decided 
upon. 

BLACKETT - SAMPLE-HUMMERT, 
Inc, 


J. G. Sample, 
President. 








THE HUMMERT PROGRAMS 





SHOWS 
JUST PLAIN BILL 
DAVID HARUM 
JOHN’S OTHER WIFE 
OUR GAL SUNDAY 
ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT 
STELLA DALLAS 
BACKSTAGE WIFE 
YOUNG WIDDER BROWN 
LORENZO JONES 
MR. KEEN 
SECOND HUSBAND 
ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE 


AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMILIAR 
MUSIC 


WALTZ TIME 
MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND 














1. Contractor: Air Features, Inc. 


INCEPTION DATE 
Sept. 19, 1932. 
Jan. 17, 1936. 
Sept. 14, 1936. 
March 29, 1937, 
July 24, 1933. 
Oct. 25, 1937. 
Feb, 15, 1935. 
Sept. 22, 1937. 
April 26, 1937. 
Oct. 12, 1937. 
April 14, 1937. 
June 22, 1937. 


oe 


2. Contractor: Gustave Haenschen 


Oct. 11, 1931. 


3. Contractor: Abe Lyman Enterprises 


Sept. 27, 1933, 
Nov. 6, 1932. 


because we do} 


AFRA set a deadline of Dec. 22 for a ‘finar 





Several postponements followed and finally the Four A’s ‘fact-finding’ 
; Committee offered its counter views Jan. 10, 1939. Union turned them down 


flat and walked out of the meeting. 


ther negotiations. 





further dickering. 





AFRA national board passed a resolution Jan. 12 favoring a nationwide 
strike and the New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Franci 
endorsed it in the ensuing few days. 


Sanam F 7 
isCG i0Cais 





With the union on the verge of issuing a formal strike call, the net- 
works interceded Friday (27) to bring the two groups together for fur- 
Agency committee ‘representing 70% of all radio ad- 
vertisers’ (thus working in coordination with sponsors) went into a hud- 
dle with AFRA reps at 2 p.m. Monday (30), conferred continuously until] 
5 a.m. yesterday (Tuesday) and reconvened at 2 o’clock that afternoon for 
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(Continued from page 21) 
to that effect, said Chet LaRoche, 
chairman of the Committee. 

‘Our investigations show very few 
instances of low pay, and in those 
instances pay is not low in compari- 
son with other entertainment fields, 
but only when compared to other 
pay in broadcasting. 

‘In our own inquiries on this pay 
question, the minimum rate now 
prevailing for an actor was found 
to be $24.00 for five hours’ work. 
This is the type of low pay ‘abuse’ 
about which the AFRA organizers 
have complained. Yet the artist 
who earns $24.00 for five hours’ 
work is free to engage in other pro- 
grams. Many actors do engage in 
five or six programs a week and 
obtain comparabie pay on all of 
them. 

‘In this instance of the lowest pre- 
vailing pay rate disclosed, the actor 
obtained much better pay than the 
minimum for performance on Broad- 
way. Working in broadcasting, he 
could make $48.00 for only 10 hours’ 
work, and on Broadway has to work 
a full week, including six evening 
performances and two matinees to 
make $40.00. 

‘It is well known that top per- 
formers get from $10,000.00 to $15,- 
000.00 weekly in radio. Nowhere 
else in the world is there a parallel 
for the pay rates that have grown 
up in commercial broadcasting.’ 


An Actor’s Views 


The following letter, whose views 
and opinions are naturally entirely 
those of the writer, is still another 
contrasting view on AFRA and the 
possible strike. 











New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I want to tell you what I think 
about this radio strike business. I 
am not a featured star like Eddie 
Cantor, or Benny, or Tibbett, or 
Fred Allen, but I am making a liv- 
ing because of radio, which is more 
than I could do on Broadway. 

Now it’s all right for Cantor and 
his crowd to form a union and start 
a strike because they haven’t got a 
thing to lose. They won't get fired 
and they can stand the time off. But 
it’s entirely another matier for me— 
and there are thousands like me. By 
changing his show, my sponsor can 
cut me out entirely and I’m not kid- 
ding myself that he won’t. In fact, 
he’d be a sucker if he didn’t—and 
I don’t think he is a sucker. 

I’m satisfied, I tell you, and I’m 
tired of being blackjacked into a 
union just to pay dues to support 
Jaffe and Holt and that crowd. And 
I am not willing to be sacrificed just 
to build up Cantor and Tibbett and 
their bunch as great saviors of the 
working class. Nuts! It’s publicity 
they want, and money that Jaffe and 
Holt want—my money. 

Tm not going to sign this for ob- 
vious reasons and I can’t blame you 
if you don’t publish unsigned let- 
ters, but, believe you me, if I lose 
my job because of a lot of crack- 
pots, I’m going to be the sorest guy 
on the relief rolls, 

A Radio Artist. 





Robert T. Engles, junior at Brown 
University and son of George En- 
gles, executive (on leave) of NBC, 
had a role in ‘Fall of the House of 
Usher,’ second production of ‘Play- 


house of the Air,’ on WPRO, Provi- 
dence. 





ACA MOVES IN 
ON SOCIALIST 
WEVD 


Having lost its appeal for an elec- 
tion on station WEVD, New York, 
the American Communications As- 
sociation, CIO technicians union, is 
preparing further evidence to pre- 
sent to National Labor Relations 
Board for claim to represent men 
on the station. 

WEVD (Socialist affiliated) is al- 
ready signed with the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and has been for several years. Con- 
tract runs to December, 1939. ACA 
claims men are without protection 
and working under poor conditions 
and wages despite the present union 
setup. ACA also claims that it has 
a majority of the panelmen, etc., 
willing: to switch but needs more 
evidence, now being gathered. 

ACA’s contract with WBNX was 
renewed last week. WBNX, Bronx 
station, was first in New York to sign 
up with the union about three years 
ago, They were silenced by a strike 
for a couple of hours before okaying 
agreement. It is also nearing con- 
clusion of negotiations with station 
WQXR, high fidelity outlet. In- 
creases, time off, vacations, overtime, 
etc., have already been secured for 
men though an agreement has not 
yet been signatured. 


BOB BURNS’ BROTHER 
PUTS SELF ON BLOCK 


Seattle, Jan. 31. 

Farrar Burn, brother of Bob 
Burns, has gone commercial. In his 
paper, the Puget Sounder, Burn car- 
ries an 8-inch single display with his 
pan and a guitar with ‘This is Farr 
with his mellow guitar’ and cap- 
tioned under the picture of the 
brother of the famous bazooka 
player is ‘clubs, schools, churches. 
Farrar Burn is now available for 
speaking engagements anywhere on 
Puget Sound. 

Price: ‘In Seattle, $10; outside of 
Seattle, $14; for overnight distances, 
expenses should be added.’ 


Jolson’s $15,000 Radio 
Rap Upheld in Pennsy 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

The $15,000 verdict against Nation- 
al Broadcasting Co. for allegedly 
slanderous comment made by Al Jol- 
son on a radio program three years 
ago regarding the Summit hotel of 
Uniontown, Pa., was sustained by 
three judges today (Tuesday) sitting 
in common pleas court. Verdict was 
returned last fall when jury found 
NBC responsible for remarks of 
its entertainers. Plaintiff originally 
sought $100,000 damages. 

Derogatory remark attributed to 
Jolson was made during an interview 
with Sam Parks, former national 
open golf champ, then a golf pro 
at Summit hotel. 




















Selon at WFIL 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Additional news commentator was 
put on the WFIL staff this week. He 
is Jack Solon, graduate last June 
from Notre Dame. While at South 





Bend he did some airing on WSBT. 
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Washington State Law Has Flaws; 
Broadcasters Hope ASCAP Will Get 
Of Its Perch, Show Sympathy 


Seattle, Jan. 31. 


Pacific Northwest station owners 
don’t want to continue war with 
ASCAP if latter will meet the air 
moguls half way. Following the 
meeting of the radio execs with 
Neville Miller in Portland, broad- 
casters expressed themselves as cer- 
tain ASCAP could save itself’ plenty 
of grief and trial charges if the or- 
ganization would get off it’s ‘holier 
than thou’ stance and come down to 
earth with some constructive ideas 
for a ‘fair peace’ 


Radio chiefs who visited with 
Miller in Portland, and incidentally 
heard Claude Mills of ASCAP spiel 
while there, are waiting for ASCAP 
to make a gesture. However, they 
feel they have an abundance of 
friends in both houses of the state 
legislature who will do their bidding 
as a part of an obligation which the 
station feels the lawmakers owe 
them. State politicians, ‘tis said, 
might want something from the air 
lanes when they run for office again, 
and ASCAP couldn’t help them in 
that. 


Motion picture people in this state 
are saying nothing one way or the 
other. 

Alfred J. Schweppe, attorney, was 
present at the Portland session and 
brought up the matter of repealing 
the present state law and legalizing 
an ASCAP measure that would be 
beneficial to both the radio boys 
and copyright owners. (Schweppe’s 
law firm, McMicken, Rupp & 
Schweppe, is also legal representa- 
tives of the Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co.) 

Radio heads do not deny that if 
compelled to follow the present 
Washington law, the final cost in 
carrying out its provisions would 
add up to a greater sum than orig- 
inally exacted by ASCAP before the 
act was passed. The matter is in 
such a ticklish state, it is hard to 
even surmise what the final result 
will be. 

If the radio owners in the state 
finally decide to fight and hold 
ASCAP to the present provisions of 
the law, in case they win in the 
higher court, they are going into 
the open market for music in a big 
way with a view of proving to 
ASCAP it would be money in their 
pockets to play ball. They admit 
Policing of air music through 
ASCAP would be much better for 
all concerned provided the copy- 
right owners will scratch the radio 
boys’ backs. 





Competition Oddities 


Move among major radio stations 
in Washington State to repeal the 
local statute against the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers finds sympathy in the 
ranks of the larger Portland-Tacoma 
outlets. This anomaly of charging 
ASCAP to be a menace in one breath 
and in another urging that the or- 
ganization’s right to do business be 
re-legalized carries a curious expla- 
nation. The major siations figure 
that it is easier to compete with the 
100-watters when all have to pay 
music fees. 

Issue of music fees served as the 
dominant topic of discussion when 
40 reps from Pacific northwest sta- 
tions met in a district conclave last 
week with Neville Miller, president 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters. The broadcasters again com- 
plained about ASCAP’s system of 
collecting on all commercial busi- 
ness when only 60% of it used music. 

Impression garnered from com- 
ments of major station operators was 
that the system was okay so long 
as it helped them keep down the 
Opposition from small stations, but 
once this competition was well un- 
der contro] they would like to do 
away with the nuisance of music fees 
altogether. 

Meanwhile E. C. Mills, of ASCAP’s 
home office, has also been in Port- 
jand to see what support could be 
won in repealing the Washington 
State law which outlaws his organi- 
zation. He has for the past three 
weeks been popping in and out of 
Olympia, Washington State capital, 
keeping tabs on a repeal measure 
which is before the senate. 





Jack Louis opening quarters in 
Hollywood for Needham, Louis & 
Brorby to handle Fibber McGee and 
Molly show. 
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Bowes’ Influence 





Middletown, O., Jan. 31. 

George Culpepper, nine-year- 
old Negro boy, missing from his 
home in Cincinnati for more 
than two days, was located by 
police near the city limits here 
propelling a scooter. On his 
back he displayed a sign: ‘Major 
Bowes, New York, please.’ 

He told officers that he had 
negotiated practically the entire 
distance from his home on small 
conveyance which he was op- 
erating with one foot. - 


FAIR TO REG. 
RADIO STUNTS 


N. Y. World’s Fair radio dept. has 
established a two-fold system to reg- 
l|ulate broadcasts from the expo 
grounds this summer. On the one 
hand, the expo itself will concoct 
various special events and stunts 
which will be announced four weeks 
ahead. Stations or networks may 
apply up to three weeks ahead. Lat- 
ter date becomes deadline. Stunt 
then belongs to whoever has re- 
quested permission for the pick-up. 
As few, or as many, as ask will 
share the program. 

To protect those who think up 
novel stunts, an ‘idea registry’ will 
be established to give broadcasters 
a clear field against imitators. 

Clearance system of assigning pro- 
grams to those that express an ad- 
vance interest is modelled after the 
policy of the British Broadcasting 
Co., which treats all American webs 
on a par. 

Expo will provide free office space 
for any radio station. 


STIRTON WITH NBC 
AS CHI HEAD BOOKER 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

James Stirton has been brought 
in by Sidney Strotz, NBC midwest 
chieftain, to take over the guidance 
of the local artists bureau. 

Stirton was formerly with NBC 
in New York, and locally will take 
over job recently vacated by Alex. 
Robb, who went to NBC on coast. 


Pedroso Heads S. A. 
Programs for W3XAU 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Nicholas Pedroso, San Salvadorian 
consul to Philly and former public 
relations director, has been named 
chief of South American programs 
on W3XAU, short-waver operated 
by WCAU. Pedroso also does all the 
gabbing. 

Spieler is a native American, born 
in Tampa, Fla. He has traveled ex- 
tensively through Europe and South 
America and directed publicity for 
American utilities in Central and 
South America. He presently op- 
erates a trading organization here. 

W3XAU beams towards the Equa- 
tor from 1 to 2:30 p.m. and 3 to 7 
p.m. daily. 


Sanforized on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
































Coast series of Nancy Dixon shop- 
ping talks about March 1. Sam 
Cherr, Young & Rubicam account 
exec, and Bob Dowling, Sanforized 
advertising manager, are here to lay 
out the program and set the net- 
work. 

Auditions are under way for the 
femme narrator. 


WKY Man Is Winner 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

When the winner of the RKO 
‘Search for Talent’ contest conducted 
in the studios of KOMA here was 
announced he was found to be Ben 
Morris, WKY staff announcer. 

Mary Jane Barnes was the lucky 
lady. 








Sanforized-Shrunk will start a! 











VARIETY 











FOR FARM STATIONS 


Dupent Hen-Ceop Material Invading 
Spet Radio 





Cello-Glass, a TPupont structural 
material for chicken houses, is enter- 
ing the spot field the middle of 
February with a spot campaign. Sta- 
tions with dominantly farm audi- 
ences will be used. List calls for 50 
stations spread out through New 
England and the northern states ex- 
tending to the Coast, while the 
schedule stipulates a minimum of 
three announcements a. week. 

B.B.D. & O. is the agency. 


MAY NOT HOLD 
N.A.B. CONFAB 
IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Congested condition of San Fran- 
cisco hotels this summer because of 
the exposition on Treasure Isle may 
force the N.A.B. convention to con- 
vene in fashionable Del Monte down 
the California coast rather than in 
Frisco proper. 

Neville Miller canvassed the situa- 
tion while here recently and realized 
that the setup in San Francisco 
might not be ideal. A decision is 
expected on subject after Miller 
confers with his directors. 


Shouse Debuts Market 
Research with College 
Tie-Ins; Study Cereals 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

Crosley’s marketing research di- 
vision kicked off last week with a 
new idea in field surveys. Set-up 
ties in with the commerce depart- 
ments of seven colleges in this sec- 
tion. Each of them has assigned 
three senior students to study whole- 
sale, retail and consumer angles in 
their respective towns. Co-op plan 
displaces conduct of such surveys 
for WLW and WSAI by private 
bureaus. 

Schools in line are the Universi- 
ties of Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio 
State, Morris Harvey, Charleston, 
and Marshall, Huntington, W. Va.; 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
and Butler, Indianapolis. 

Students engaging in the work had 
their first hypo session here over 
the week-end. At a dinner in the 
Netherland Plaza they heard from 
Jim Shouse, general manager; Wil- 
fred Guenther, director of sales pro- 
motion; Bee Starway and Meredith 
Runck, marketing researchers, of 
WLW-WSAI. Next they huddled in 
a local grocery store and were in- 
structed in questionnaire methods. 

Besides receiving subject credits, 
the college trade quizzers are paid 
25 cents for each questionnaire 
turned into the Crosley office. 

Initial study is on cold cereals. 


U. S. Rubber Show 
Finally Gets Title 


After weeks of indecision and at- 
tempts to clear the title ‘100 Men and 
a Girl,’ which is owned by Universal 
Pictures, the new U. S. Rubber show 
with Raymond Paige and Hildegarde 
will be called ‘Raymond Paige, 99 
Men and a Girl.’ Show starts Feb. 
22. This title is acceptable all 
around as free of legal difficulties. 

Following inability to get an ckay 
from U. on the original title there 
was additional trouble over the one 
now set to be used, which was rated 
too close. But that’s settled now. 























King of Standard Radio 





Hints 


Davis-Schwegler Not Offering 


Any True ASCAP Solution 





Paging a Silver Tongue 





NBC is in the market for a 
commentator who can function 
in the H. V. Kaltenborn manner. 
Senior web didn’t fancy the 
show -stealing of CBS in the 
Czech crisis, and when and as 
the next international whoop- 
de-do occurs there will be 
plenty of effort to counteract 
glib stuff by CBS. 

NBC has already considered a 
great number, but the require- 
ments are not easily filled. 


WLW TOURING 
NEARBY ZONES 








Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

In-person shows are being pro- 
duced by WLW here under the di- 
rection of George Biggar to tour 
throughout this territory, plugging 
the WLW advertisers as much as the 
station itself. There will be four 
shows named after each of the main 
counties immediately adjacent to the 
station. They will travel in routes 
that will permit the performers to 
return to the station for their regu- 
lar broadcast periods. 

Original purpose of putting the 
shows out for cash profit has been 
changed, and instead the basic pur- 
pose of the county traveling shows 
will be to build further good-will 
for the advertisers on the station, 
with the audience advised that these 
shows are being brought to them 
through the co-operation of such- 
and-such a product. There will be 
no charge to the sponsors for this 
plugging, the station putting it down 
to promotion and merchandising. 


WHAZ Merger Deal 
With WOKO-WABY 


Troy, N. Y., Jan. 31. 
WHAZ, 16-year-old 1,000-watter 
owned by Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 


stitute, has merged its facilities with 
WOKO-WABY. Deal, which gives 
the Institute a 25% interest in the 
capital stock of WABY, is subject to 
the FCC’s approval. It has been 
agreed that Harold E. Smith, WOKO- 
WABY general manager, will have 
program control of the consolidated 
facilities and that the call letter of 
WABY will be changed ‘if another 
more significant of the new char- 
acter, particularly its Troy partici- 
pation and co-ownership, can be 
found.’ 

WOKO-WABY currently has pend- 
ing in a District of Columbia court 
an appeal from an FCC order au- 
thorizing Harry C. Wilder to con- 
struct a new station (WTRY) in 
Troy. Wilder has a tieup with Rus- 
sell Sage College in that town. 


Bob Jones A 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 
Bob Jennings, chief of the Kastor 

















agency radio department, hops the 
Super-Chief today (Tuesday) for a 
flying visit to the Coast where he 
will huddle on west coast Kastor 


Brush-Moore Has WPAY (activities, particularly the Jimmy 


Akron, Jan. 31. 

Half-interest in WPAY, Ports- 
mouth, O., radio station, has been 
acquired by Brush-Moore Newspa- 
pers, Inc., operators of the Ports- 
mouth Times and other Ohio and 
Maryland newspapers. 

Brush-Moore also controls WHBC, 
Canton, O. 





Martone Vacations WADC 
Akron, Jan. 31. 

Johnny Martoue’s orchesira, siaff 
band with WADC, Akron, for year 
and half, has been given leave from 
Station to fill several we2":s of Day- 
ton, night club engagements. 

He is airing over WSMK, Dayton. 


| 





Fidler and Irene Rich shows. 

Back in about 109 days to organize 
couple of new programs to originate 
in Chi. 


JOINS WIFE IN AGENCY 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 
Bromley House, announcer on 





WTAM, was lured back to ad agency 


business by his own wife last week. 
Honor Gregory Agency is operated 
by Mrs. House. 





A. B. Schillin, vice-president in 


charge of sales at WAAT, New Jer-| 


sey, has been placed in charge of 
new New York office opened this 
week in the RKO building. , 


Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 

Fact-fin’ing junket of National 
Associatio:, of Broadcasters prexy, 
Neville Miller, and public relationer, 
Ed Kirby, stopped over a day here 
last Friday (27) and took on a fresh 
load of info contributed by station 
operators in Southern California, 
Arizona and New Mexico. They 
came here from Frisco and departed 
next day for Dallas. Denald Thorn- 
burgh, district NAB director, pre- 
sided over the local regional, at- 
tended by around 100. 

Nothing much happened, accord- 
ing to the grapevine. Trade press 
was barred from afternoon sesh at 
which time explesives were expected 
to be set off by such setter-offers as 
Harrison Holliway, Gerald King and ~ 
Louis AHen Weiss. It was pretty 
much of a love feast, but then again, 
it was explained that Prexy Miller 
was looking for info and forensics 
were never allowed to get started. 

ASCAP Dilemma 


Understood some of the operators 
got pretty hot under the collar when 
the subject turned to American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers and what may be expected 
when new contracts are drawn up 
for music taxes come Jan. 1, 1941, 
Only unanimous opinion was that 
the boys would like a more tempered 
bite when it comes time to talk 
terms. While the lads were running 
a temperature, ASCAP’s_ exee, 
Claude Mills, was lolling in his hotel 
a few blocks away. 

Only skirmish of the meet was a 
friendly, impromptu debate after the 
evening dinner between King of 
Standard Radio and Cari Haverlin, 
associated with Davis-Schwegler mu- 
sic publishers. Issue was the tax- 
free plan of D-S which was assailed 
by King as a medium of profit with- 
out altruism and not likely to save 
the broadcasters from ASCAP. 


FREE VITAL FACTS 
FOR FREE RADIO TIME 


Twentieth Century Fund, fact- 
finding body operating under the en- 
dowment of the late Edward Filene, 
Boston merchant, has made a test 
recording with World Broadcasting, 
Consisting of a college prof of eco« 
nomics, plus Ernest Chappel and 
other professional actors to drama- 
tize parts of the story, material ig 
strictly serious and non-partisan. 

World is offering the series to its 
197 library service subscribers as an 
item for exchange, free record for 
free time. If enough of the stations 
believe the series is self-justifying 
on the importance of its material 
and the fairness of its viewpoint, 
Fund will then authorize a series of 
recordings. Waxes will deal with 
matters of general seriousness to the 
country and will be based on factual 
surveys made by the Fund. 

Charles Gaires is handling for 
World. 


Harvard Threatened 


New Haven, Jan. 31, 

WBRY’s picking Yale wonders be- 
fore they get out of college. New 
series, ‘Promising Personalities at 
Yale,’ handled by Ferry Lafferty of 
station’s New Haven staff, brings 
outstanding undergraduates to mike 
to tell what they’ve done and hope 
to do. 

Talent intro’d to date includes 
Norman Leyden, whose orchestra- 
tions are used by Al Donahue’s band; 
Owen Dodson, Negro playwright, 
and Bert Shevelove, lyrici.: for Y. 
Dramat show. : 


Doug Beattie to Met 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 
Douglas Beattie, f-:merly with the 
San Francisco and Chicago Civie 


operas, has signed a contract with 
the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., and 
|is scheduled to make his first ap- 
| pearance with the company as the 
King in ‘Aida’ on Feb. 11. 

Beatiie was formerly with NBC 
siations KPO and KGO here. He 
replaces Nicola Moscano who leaveg 
the Met to go to La Scala in Milan. 
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State Laws Would Exempt Stations 


ity for Defamation 








From Co-Liabil 


Seatte, Jan. 31. 

Rep. Edward J. Reilly of Spokane 
pinned angel’s wings on the radio 
industry in the house of representa- 
tives, now in session at Olympia, 
with the intro of a bill on libel to 
replace the libel laws now on the 
statutes. Bill provides ‘any defama- 
tory matter broadcast over the f.- 
cilities of a radio broadcasting sta- 
tion shall be deemed to be libel, and, 
except as otherwise provided in Sec. 
2 of this act any person, corporation 
or association of persons injured 
thereby may maintain a civil action 
as for libel against the person utter- 
ing the defamatory matter so broad- 
cast and if such defamatory matter 
so broadcast is uttered by such per- 
son at the special instance and re- 
quest of and for and on behalf of 
another, then also against such 
other.’ 

Exemption from liability contained 
in Sec. 2 reads: No person, corpora- 
tion or association of persons Owi 
ing, controlling, operating, or as- 
sisting in the operation of any radio 





broadcasting station, shall be liable 
in any civil action for damages for | 
the publication or utterance over the 
facilities of such radio broadcasting 
station of any defamatory matter ut- 
tered by another who is not the 
agent or employee of such person, 
corporation or association of per- 
sons, within the meaning of this act, 
the lease of or permission to use the 
broadcasting facilities of a radio 
broadcasting station granted to any 
person for remuneration or other- 
wise shall not make the person so} 
leasing or using the facilities of such | 
radio broadcasting station, the agent 
or employee of the person, corpora- 
tion or association of persons own- 
ing, controlling or operating such 
radio broadcasting station.’ 

While this bill might not go 
through as is, other acts contem- 





Agin Vote Snoop 





Lincoln, Jan. 31. 

Prying of radio special event- 
ers into the count of ballots on 
election night will get a severe 
setback, if Senator Tv-zdik has 
his way. 

Has set in a bill making it un- 
lawful for either broadcasters or 
special eventers, along with 
newspapermen, . to attempt to 
find out at tallying spots how 
the vote is going. 

_—————————— 
plated to loosen up the libel laws of 
the state will be passed at this ses- 


Lots of Publicity 


Feb. 14 issue of Look Maga- 
zine devotes section of photo- 
graphs to highlighting the radio 
censorship question. Look is 
owned by Cowles syndicate that 
controls KRMT-KSO, Des 
Moines, and WMT, Cedar Rapids, 
and therefore knows the problem 
intimately. 

These persons were said to 
have suffered censorship: Hugh 
Johnson, Walter Winchell, Sen- 
ator Vandenberg, Smedley But- 
ler, Norman Thomas, Earl Brow- 
der, Alexander Woollcott, Boake 
Carter, Father Coughlin. It was 
recalled also (but with no de- 
tails) that Norman Baker, Bob 
Shuler and Doc Brinkley had 
been chased off the air. 

Pictured W. S, Paley, David 
Sarnoff, William Hearst and 
Frank McNinch among the men 
who are ‘radio censors.’ A comic 
beef from W. C. Fields was also 
included. 














sion, possibly by several amendments 
to this one just introduced. 





Earmarked for Charity 


- Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Problem of what to do with con- 
tinuous stream of requests for cuffo 
time from all sorts of charitable or- 
ganizations, civic groups, women’s 
clubs and the like, has been solved 
by WFIL. Half hour each week— 
5:30 to 6 p.m., Saturdays—has been 
set aside as the catch-all for such 
demands for time. It’s called the 
‘Civic Forum.’ 

Any group wanting its say must 
wait its turn on the show. 





G.O.P. Using Radio Big 
Hartford, Jan. 31. 

In an attempt to gain the confi- 
dence o* the Connecticut voters and 
looking ahead to 1940 elections, the 
stratezy committee of the state Re- 
publican party has arranged a sched- 
ule of three broadcasts a week for 
Governor Baldwin and Republican 
legislative leaders. Governor will 
broadcast Mondays at 6:15 p.m. from 
the State capitol] over WTIC, Hart- 
ford, and WICC, New Haven. 

ther leaders will be aired Wed- 
nescays at-6:15 on WNBC, New Brit- 
tain-Hartford, and Fridays at 6:45 on 
WDRC, Hartford. 


Hines Trial Brushoff 


Second Jimmy Hines trial in New 
York is not drawing any nod from 
local radio other than news coverage 
through services. Has to get hot 
first. , 

Newspapers are similarly giving it 
something of a brushoff by devoting 
less space. 











Al Go-“man orchestra gets a sec- 
ond shot ai the Band of the Week 
spot on t'« “" ow of the Week’ pro- 
gram on WOR, Feb. 12. 


Capacity Crowd Of 
2,500 Pays 10c Each 


HOW IT HAPPENED 


Stars’ Biography Basis ef New WLW 
Series 





Chicago, Jan, 31. 

New program originating on WLW 
and riding weekly over the Mutual 
web across-country is tagged ‘Lucky 
Break.’ Deals with an incident in 
the life of some show business star 
that shot that person to headline po- 
sition. 

Written by Ray Wilson and music 
arranged and conducted by Josef 
Cherniavsky. WLW has already 
been assured of complete coopera- 
tion from the various stars, who 
have wired in their congratulations 
on the program and their thanks for 
the national plug. 


‘Life of Christ 
Spectacle Caps 
WLW Lent Series 


Cincinnati, Jan, 31. 
With the Lenten season WLW will 
inaugurate a six-week series on “The 
Life of Christ,’ written especially 
for radio by Ray Wilson of WLW 


| production staff. Presentation will 
| be made each Sunday before a stu- 
| dio audience in various theatres and 
auditoriums in the city, and will 











To See Radio Wedding | culminate on Easter Sunday with a 





Enid, Okla., Jan. 31. 


| monster presentation in the Cincin- 
inati Stadium. 


Prominent men in the city and 


A capacity crowd of 2,500 citizens | state will be invited each week to 


swarmed local Convention Hall to 
see KCRC launch its ‘Barnyard 
Frolic’ Saturday night show with a 
real radio wedding uniting the hill- 
billy band leader Tex Dyer and 
Marie C, Douthit. 

Show features everything from a 
hog calling to barber shop harmony 
and charges customers 10c. 





WHB’s Unit Idea 


Kansas City, Jan. 31. 

Don Davis and John Schilling of 
WHB have enlisted the unit idea 
from vaude to boost their local pro- 
gram, ‘Vine Street Varieties.’ Sta- 
tion has produced two units which 
tour the surrounding territory dur- 
ing the week, staging a Vine Street 
Varieties program. 

Eric Zulong, fire-eater, heads one 
unit, and Jimmy Ruffin, announcer, 
with his comic partner, ‘The Rab- 
bitt,’ heads other cast. 

Shows are offered to various local 
organizations who profit from the 
gate, while station profits from 
listener interest aroused. Units each 
consist of 14 members including both 
visual and audible types of enter- 
tainers. 

Varieties itself is aired Saturday 
afternoons from stage of the Lincoln 
theatre with a gate of 15c per head. 
Show is full hour but broadcasts 
only first half of show. It’s spon- 
sored by spot announcements. Cast 


|make a short address on the pro- 


gram, and to interpret the Life of 
Christ as it has affected their own 
lives and careers. 

Entire series will be conducted on 
a completely non-sectarian basis 
and church officials from all re- 
|ligious groups will be invited to 
participate in the presentations. 





BOB GOLDSTEIN NOW 


SALESMAN AT WMCA 


Bob Goldstein, who formerly had 
a talent booking affiliation (con- 
tractor) with Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert,- Inc.. New York, prior to 
establishment of Air Features, Inc., 
has joined WMCA, N. Y., as a sales- 
man of programs and time. Will 
have title of vice-president, it’s re- 
ported. 

Goldstein will devote much of his 
time to developing program ideas of 
his own to sell to advertising 
agencies. 


Men Like Mechanics, 
Women Personalities 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 
Finding that the majority of those 














is all colored. Saturday broadcasts 
have been sellouts for nearly ten 
months running. 


From Radio to 3d Base 


Detroit, Jan. 31. 
Jimmy Fletcher, juve actor and 
sound man at WXYZ for past two 
years, leaves this week to play third 
base for the Tallahassee (Fla.) Capi- 
tols in the Florida League. 





in the sound department. 


Brooks West will replace Fletcher | 


who looked at window displays 
| showing pictures of radio artists 
were women, KPO decided to try 
pulling male oglers with a display 
of transmitter tubes and photos of 
equipment in the window of the 
Citizens Federal Savings and Loan 
| Association office on Market Street. 
_Check-up revealed 99% of the win- 
|dow-gazers were men. Display 
| stresses power of KPO, which is ten 
| times as powerful as any station in a 
400-mile radius, and power through 
savings accounts. 








WMCA Photographs, Sound Records 
Picket Rendezvous Before Studios 





Station WMCA has taken two 
reels of pictures of pickets parad- 
ing in front of building and that of 
station WOR every Sunday as out- 
growth of Father Coughlin’s silenc- 
ing on former outlet. Has also 
recorded some of the anti-Semitic 
chants and will store both for possi- 
ble evidence in event of serious 
trouble. 

Idea was to get a record of phizzes 
of ringleaders and to get full picture 
of slogan signs crowds carry. Mobs 
have been swelling weekly, reach- 
ing 2,000 past Sunday (22). Toted 
reading matter no longer blasts one 





station only but includes WQXR, 
WEVD, WABC and WOR. Last is 


| also visited after WMCA every Sun- 
| day now. 

| Signs now being carried take up 
nearly every controversial question 
| of the day. Paraders blast presi- 
dent’s Supreme Court appointment 
|of Frankfurter; the Soviet; WMCA’s 
sponsors, and others. 

Recordings of the pickets chants 
were taken by dropping a micro- 
| phone down from fourth story of 
Hollywood theatre building, station’s 
location. Mike rested at marquee 
| level and picked up such tidbits as 
| ‘Heil, Hitler,’ plenty of foreign ac- 
cents and other not exactly pertinent 
remarks. demonstrating turn situa- 
i tion has taken, 





Wednesday, February 1, 1939 








———— 


New Program Policies in Chicago 





Shorter Tickets, Public Hearing of Shows Passed 
After Private Audition by One Sponsor 





VOTE DOWN PETITION 
SLAPPING RADIOITES 


Minneapolis, Jan. 31. 

By a vote of 63 to 53, the lower 
house of the Minnesota state legis- 
lature defeated a resolution which 
its author, L. E. Brophy, Min- 
neapolis, explained was designed to 
banish from the air ‘persons now 
involved in smuggling cases in New 
York.’ (Obviously George Burns, 
Jack Benny.) 

Resolution would have memorial- 
ized FCC to bar from broadcasting 
air radio stars pleading guilty to or 
convicted of any crime carrying a 
maximum penalty of one year im- 
prisonment. 

Strong opposition by Rep. J. W. 
Huhtala, Virginia, Minn., preceded 
the vote rejecting the resolution. He 
contended the proposal was ‘uncon- 
stitutional and in violation of the 
freedom of speech and the freedom 
of the press.” Tom Mooney was 
cited as one who would be subjected 
to its provisions. 

In defending the resolution, its 
author pointed out ‘Al Capone 
served a long term for cheating the 
Federal government out of taxes.’ 

‘I don’t think people ought to 
cheat the government out of taxes 
and then get on a popular radio pro- 
gram and joke about it,’ said 
Brophey. 


KFWB, L. A., Suggests 
Exchange of Anti-Ism 
Waxes with WMCA 


An exchange of semi-editorial 
programs which blast persecutions, 
un-Americanism, etc., is being ar- 
ranged between. station WMCA, 
New York, and KFWB, Hollywood. 
On reading in Variety of former 
station’s ‘Persecutions Must End’ 
program, Harry Maizlish, of Warner 
Bros., wrote Donald Flamm asking 
exchanges with KFWB’s ‘America 
Marches On.’ 

Stations will forward recordings 
of each other’s programs for airing 
in respective areas. 


‘ADMEN SHARE BURDEN 
WITH BROADCASTERS’ 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Radio’s only page is the front page 
and if the broadcasters do not keep 
that fact in mind constantly they 
will have regulation, warned prexy 
Neville Miller of N. A. B. in an ad- 
dress before members of the San 
Francisco Advertising Club at a 
luncheon meéting here last week. 
Pointing out that radio goes into 
the home, direct to the family hearth, 
and that therefore things that are 
proper in newspapers and maga- 
zines are not acceptable on the air, 
Miller expressed the hope that what- 
ever regulation is necessary in radio 
will always be self-regulation. 

He declared that radio now has a 
place equal to that for which the 
newspapers have fought and sug- 
gested that in addition to the con- 
stitutional guarantee of freedom of 
speech and of the press there should 
be a guarantee of freedom of radio. 

‘As long as we are alive to what 
we face,’ Miller told his several hun- 
dred listeners, ‘I don’t think we have 
to worry about radio’s freedom.’ 

‘If you and I fail to try to make a 
better medium out of radio by using 
long commercials, by concentrating 
less and less on the interest of the 
program, you may find that the pub- 
lic will eventually ask the govern- 
ment to take it over. Don’t believe 
we are past all the pitfalls. There 
is a joint work to be done by the 
advertisers and the radio people and 
it is imperative that the two of them 
work together.’ 


Doorman-Humorist 


Bridgeport, Jan. 31. 
Norman Sullivan, former doorman 
at Loew-Poli theatre, Bridgeport, is 
in Hollywood as gagsmith for Bob 

Hope’s Pepsodent show. 
Sullivan left Bridgeport to staff- 
write for WLW, Cincinnati. Has 
free-lanced humor for Satevepost 





























and other mags. 





Chicago, Jan. $1, 

C. L. Menser, newly appointed pro. 
gram director at NBC here, is mak.- 
ing some changes, eliminating for- 
mer type of performer contract. In- 
stead of signaturing people to long- 
term artists’ bureau deals and keep. 
ing on and on, even after they have 
demonstrated complete inability to 
click, the new plan will see radio 
talent signatured to short-term deals, 
with option clauses similar to pic- 
ture contracts. In this way a player 
who fails to make gocd in two or 
three months will be automatically 
dropped. 

Menser has also set up a plan 
whereby shows which are auditioned 
for particular commercial clients and 
not bought after private hearing, will 
be put on air at available times so 
that the performers will get an oppor- 
tunity for a general hearing instead 
of being restricted to a yes or no 
from a single advertiser. 

Plans are also being worked out by 
the program department for a new 
experimental theatre of the air, for 
which Menser now is seeking a suit- 
able label. This experimental theatre 
program will try out new and radi- 
cal ideas on production, script and 
acting, and will serve as the proving 
grounds for ideas which are perhaps 
too new for immediate acceptance by 
advertisers. 

Following the original impetus by 
Sidney Strotz, Menser will continue 
a drive towards the establishment of 
the six-day strip to replace the ac- 
cepted five-day strip. Feeling is that 
the five-day show is merely a tradi- 
tional program idea and that there 
is no basic reason why the six-day 
show should not become the standard 
of across-the-board broadcasting. 


Vaudeville Showcase 


Agreeing that vaudeville is, after 
all, the foundation stone of the names 
in present-day radio and still a mine 
of talent, Menser is mulling an idea 
for a weekly ‘professional preview,’ 
during which hour on the air only 
standard professional variety turns 
will be heard. It will be a variety 
show, built around a strong central 
m.c., with the public informed that 
these people are making their debuts 
on the radio and are being given a 
sort of open audition for advertisers, 
agencies and producers generally. In 
other words, instead of being a show- 
ing of amateur talent, it will present 
established stage talent which pre- 
viously has not been heard on the 
ether waves. 

It is expected that such a show 
would bring to NBC many acts and 
voices which have possibilities. 


GUY HAMILTON RAPS 
GOVERNMENT RADIO 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 

Speaking before the California 
Publishers’ annual convention at 
Fresno last week, Guy C. Hamilton 
of Sacramento, general manager of 
the McClatchy newspapers and radio 
stations, told delegates he urged the 
convention to oppose a congressional 
bill providing for a government- 
owned broadcasting station in the 
Panama Canal Zone, which would 
be used, he said, in fighting Nazi 
and Fascist propaganda in South 
America. 

He warned of the possible prece- 
dent for using government-owned 
radio stations for other propaganda 
work, and said it would be only a 
step from government-owned radio 
to government-owned newspapers. 


June Travis on NBC, Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

June Travis, former picture player 
and now returned to Chicago, has 
been signatured by NBC here under 
a term contract. Figure the Travis 
flicker build-up can be utilized to 
advantage on radio spread. 

Around Chi the girl is known pop- 
ularly as the daughter of Harry 
Grabiner of the White Sox. 

















AMOS ’N’ ANDY ON DESERT 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Amos 'n’ Andy hike to the desert 
for six weeks, broadcasting from El 
Mirador hotel in Palm Springs 
starting Feb. 13. 
Only the organ music remains 
here. 
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-VARIETYS LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 








CANADIAN INDI 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


Cable Address: VARIETY Lo-cDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041.5042 
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BBC Visio Aiming 





London, Jan, 20. 

Latest move in advance of BBC 
visio service is plan to open up in 
the sticks with fully equipped station 
at Manchester. Earlier thought was 
that Birmingham, serving the dense- 
ly populated Midlands, would have 
first extension, but Manchester is in 
the heart of the northern industrial 
belt, so a transmitter there would 
cover a far wider potential market. 

It is unlikely any such station will 
be operating for many months, even 
if this year at all, and, failing any 
way round the snags of cable trans- 
mission from the main London sta- 
tion at Alexandra Palace, the provin- 
cial service would need to handle its 
own programs. A probably alterna- 
tive is that programs from both cen- 
ters will be filmed and shipped back- 
wards and forwards to do double 
service. 

Failing this, the cost of duplicating 
entire BBC television facilities is far 
beyond corporation’s present bank- 
roll, and until government gives the 
all-clear sign on finance, current de- 
velopment plans cannot advance far 
beyond the dream stage. But as there 
is no limit to dreams, BBC sees pos- 
sibility of further stations in the 
sticks—at Birmingham, in the ex- 
treme north of England, and in Scot- 
land—all within a couple of years or 
so, provided first the dough is there. 

One factor which may encourage 
the government to make up its mind 
is undoubted upswing of popularity 
of visio. By all check-ups, the citi- 
zens are more willingly unbuttoning 
their pockets to make the down pay- 
ment on the more or less standard- 
ized visio sets, and advance estimates 
of a look-see audience of around 
1,000,000 persons in this year, at cur- 
rent reckoning, may well be realized. 


SUBURB PROTESTS 
ITS USE FOR RADIO 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 

Application of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. to erect a studio 
at an estimated cost of $750,000 in 
Outremont, suburb of the city of 
Montreal, is meeting with opposition 
from members of the Outremont 
City Council. Under the municipal 
by-laws only construction of dwell- 
ings of a specified type is permitted 
and an amendment to the Outre- 
mont by-laws would be necessary 
before the CBC application could be 
considered. 

Property owners in the neighbor- 
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Fibber’ for Canada? 


Regina, Sask., Jan. 31. 

Time reserved with CBC network 
by Johnson’s Wax for possibly air- 
ing ‘Fibber McGee’ on and after 
April 4 for Canadian listeners. 
‘American Album of Familiar Music’ 
(Bayer), and ‘Manhattan Merry-go- 
Round’ (Dr. Lyons) under negotia- 
tion. 


TO EARMARK 
SHORTWAVE IN 
CANADA 


Toronto, Jan, $1. 

Construction of a high-power 
shortwave system which will pro- 
vide the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. with facilities for program ex- 
changes on a worldwide basis is the 
next step in Canada’s nationalized 
radio setup which will have the 
immediate financial consideration of 
the Federal government. In sub- 
mitting this recommendation, L: W. 
Brockington, chairman of the CBC 
board of governors, will seek a 
short-wave system monopoly in 
Canada and incorporate the CBC 
policy the request that no new 
short-wave licenses under private 
control be issued, pending the clari- 
fication and establishment of CBC’s 
own plans for such a project. 

In his annual report and recom- 
mendations to the Federal govern- 
ment, Chairman Brockington stresses 
the increasing urgency of adequate 
studio facilities in such production 
centres as Toronto, Montreal and 
Halifax, and hopes that finances 
may permit their construction in the 
near future. Plans for a CBC build- 
ing to house Canada’s nationalized 
radio headquarters, this to be erect- 
ed in Toronto, are also in the dis- 
cussion stage. 

With regard to television licenses 
which 
sought, CBC is providing for this 
eventuality by submitting the sug- 
gestion to the Federal government 
that the only applications meriting 
consideration must come from 
parties financially capable of con- 
ducting research and that for experi- 























are expected to be soon. 





PRIVATE. GROUP 
VS. GBC LINEUP 


Govt. Web Affiliates Not 
Eligible for New Associa- 
tion, Which Will Try to 
‘Protect’ Indies—Bally 
Campaign Planned 





PHIL LALONDE, PREZ 





Montreal, Jan. 31. 

Privately-owned radio stations in 
this province last week formed their 
own regional association of broad- 
casters, to be known as the Associa- 
tion of Private Stations of the Prov- 
ince of Quebec. New group is not 
affiliated with the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters although 
local stations retain membership in 
the CAB, the national organization. 


Purpose of the Association is of- 
ficially to improve radio programs 
and establish closer relations with 
listeners through special exploitation 
campaigns. Ostensibly Association 
will seek cooperation of religious 
and social welfare societies. 


Understood that Association of 
Private Stations will launch institu- 
tional radio campaign to impress 
listeners with services rendered by 
the private stations in the broad- 
casting field. Special speeches to be 
written for use of station managers 
who are urged to address listeners 
personally. 


Membership in the new associa- 
tion currently consists of 11 stations. 
In Montreal, stations CKAC, CHLP, 
CFCF; Quebec, stations CHRC, 
CKCV; Hull, CKCH; Rimouski, 
CJBR; New Carlisle, CHNC; Three 
Rivers, CHIN; Sherbrooke, CHLT; 
Rouyn, CKRN. 


New group differs from the CAB 
in that no Government stations or 
transmitters serviced by the CBC 
are eligible for membership. Under- 
stood that campaign to build public 
opinion in favor of independent 
broadcasters is first step in plan to 
protect private stations from further 
Government restrictions. 


Association has support of Hon. 
P. R. Du Tremblay, publisher of La 
Presse, French-language daily with 
circulation of 250,000, operating 
CKAC; and Hon. Jacob Nicol, former 
provincial treasurer, who owns sev- 
eral French-language dailies and 
radio stations. 


Officers of the APRS are: Phil La- 








ond to write, and so on. 





ES ORGANIZE | 


Germany Asks Two British Waves, 
Italy Claims Chief Dutch Spot 





Mexican Talent Union 





Mexico City, Jan. 31. 
Leading radio artists here, includ- 
ing some foreigners, are organizing 
a union, the first of the kind in 
Mexico, for the general protection of 
their rights and interests. 
Union is to be national and affili- 


ated with powerful labor organiza- 
tions. 





BRITISH ARE 


BIG FAN MAIL 
WRITERS 


London, Jan. 22. 

U. K. listeners take their radio 
somewhat seriously, and _. being 
mostly a pretty conservative lot, 
swamp BBC with letters and pro- 
tests each time the least innovation 
is tried on the programs. Instance 
occurred this week in ‘Monday Night 
At Seven’ series when producer 
Douglas Moodie experimentally 
withheld solution of a five-minute 
detective poser, planning to release 
it with next week’s inst#ment—as 
is done with similar item on ‘Band 
Wagon’ program. 

The listeners would have none of 
it, and before the broadcast was 
through dozens of furious listeners 
had called BBC by phone express- 
ing in most vituperative language 
their utter disgust. By next day’s 
mail followed hundreds of abusive 
letters, and throughout the week the 
stream was maintained. 

Corp., in fact, has a total mail in a 
year of 100,000 letters, coming in at 
a rate of three truckloads daily, with 
a weekly average of 2,000 communi- 
cations. Rafe naturally shows heavy 
upsurges as and when controversial 
matter is broadcast; playing of dance 
music on Sundays brought waves of 
abuse from scandalized listeners. 

One phenomenon noted by Broad- 
casting House division handling the 
mails is the ‘snowball’ system, where 
each correspondent writing on a 
given item undertakes to get a sec- 
Striking 
instance of this when BBC began 








| London, Jan. 24. 
Grand free-for-all among radio 
systems for all parts of Europe is 
brewing for next month. Redistri- 
bution of wavelengths on a conti- 
nent, with so many nations sitting 
atop of each other, has international 
problems the U. S. wouldn’t even 
suspect. To handle these there exists 
the International Broadcasting 
Union, which probably approximates 
to a big-scale FCC. 


Division of wavelengths on the 
medium band, between 200 and 550 
metres, is subject to present friction, 
with Germans out to grab two of 
those currently occupied by BBC. 
With expansion of the Reich by in- 
corporation of Austria and slices of 
Czechoslovakia last year, Nazis now 
claim nearly 10,000,000 more listen- 
ers than any other nation, and so 
maintain they should be aliotted a 
bigger segment of the ether. 


Italy, too, is in on the air grab and 
is making passes for the long wave- 
length now occupied by Hilversum, 
princpal Dutch station, claiming it 
for her Rome transmitter. The Dutch 
concern, they suggest, should drop 
down into the medium band. 

French Plan 


Logical French plan for easing 
congestion is to stretch the medium 
band by taking in wavelengths be- 
yond 600 metres, and they will put 
this up as a solution when the na- 
tions wrangle in Switzerland next 
month. BBC is believed ready to 
back this plan. 


Britain’s part in the argument will 
be to stake a claim to more high- 
power transmitters. Under existing 
agreements, BBC is allowed only one 
station working on 100 kilowatt out- 
put, as against nine in Germany and 
seven in France. 


IBU acts as international clearing 
house for over 30 countries, with 
U. S. networks participating in many 
aspects of its aetivity. Seeds of com- 
ing battle were laid by its Technical 
Commission, which met in Brussels, 
Belgium, in the late fall. If the Feb- 
ruary meeting reaches conclusion, its 
decisions will take effect before end 
of this year. 


Maj. Edkins Appeals 
Adverse Verdict in Suit 
Vs. IB on Infringement 
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Lyons’ Discs in Can. 





Montreal, Jan. 31. 
Lyons, tea, restaurant and hotel 


combine of Great Britain, will place | 


Branch, according to complaints 
made to the ministry of communica- 
tions and public works, which rules 
radio affairs in this country, is in- 
volved in station mess because of 
litigation over ownership. Branch 








for its do-nothing policy with .<gard 


have until now offered no opposition 


to encroachment and ever-tightening | to the CBC. 


restrictions of the Government net- 
work. 


| 


Rebels have heretofore been con- | 
fined mostly to Eastern station men | 


Govt. Affiliates 
Independents would like to see the 


vate settlement on his fanfare, which 
was used on two sponsored programs 
over Radio Luxembourg. In that 
case. His Majesty’s Voice (phono- 
|graph) assumed the major liability 





CAB split into two groups with those | in settling the matter for a sum un- 
stations tied to the CBC away from | officially understood to be about $5,- 
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Cote Vandermark, billed as the 
‘Dutch Nightingale,” made _ her 
American air debut on Bing Crosby 
Kraft Music Hall Thursday (26). 
With reputation as coloratura and a 
dramatic style she displayed a pleas- 
antly trained voice. Two numbers, 
an aria from Tosca, ‘When the Stars 
Are Brightly Shining,’ and Shubert’s 
‘Love Message’ gave artist slight op- 
portunity to justify her European 
reputation as an outstanding singer 
of lieder. : 

Lower registers a bit uncertain, 
but upper cadenzas taken in stride. 





John Barrymore and Elaine Bar- 
rie (Mrs. Barrymore) used the Kate 
Smith Calumet Baking Powder pro- 
gram for a springboard last Thurs- 
day (26) for their forthcoming ap- 
pearance in legit show they will do 
in N. Y., ‘My Dear Children.’ If 

urpose was to acquaint public with 

rs. Barrymore’s histrionic ability 
result wasn’t entirely a success. 

Basically, the ten-minute sketch 
chosen for her eastern debut didn’t 
come off. Dealt with party of 
American tourists trapped in cata- 
combs of Rome. Romance develops 
between John and Elaine and pro- 
posal follows. 

Miss Barrie’s delivery is reminis- 
cent of Gypsy Rose Lee, her vocal 
tones provinng hard and brittle. 
Performance showed evidence of 
forcing, in effort to make good im- 
pression. Barrymore was his usual 
flip, swashbuckling self. Neither 
showed to great advantage. Comedy 
touches were few and audience re- 
action negligible. 


Bert Lytell squeezed all the dra- 
matic juice possible out of a pop-ap- 
peal adaptation, ‘The Third Wit- 
ness,’ from a Liberty mag yarn last 
Friday night (27) over NBC Blue for 
Tums. Story dealt with a happy- 
though-married couple who set off 
to meet an old pal at the marriage 
license bureau and be witnesses at 
his wedding. Spying an unwelcome 
old flame waiting there, they give 
her the bum’s rush, only to discover 
she’s the prospective bride. 

Scripting was generally a profi- 
cient job, but the supposedly sur- 
prise payoff could be spotted from 
sleeper jump distance. As the typic- 
ally blind but adoring spouse, Lytell 
gave the writing a lively authen- 
ticity. Story itself was typical mass 
consumption stuff—hokey enough to 
match the taste of potential cure-all 
pills buyers. 

Doubtful if anything on the air 
—_ the pile-driver bludgeoning 
of the Tums commercials. They’re 
overboard on length and stretch the 
limits of credibility, Dwell on the 
dire effects of ‘acid indigestion,’ ‘ex- 
cess stomach acid’ and such hobgob- 
lin stuff and offer the perennial 

tent medicine claims of ‘neutraliz- 

g’ excess acid, ‘contain no harsh 
drugs’ and ‘absolutely guaranteed to 
contain no soda.’ Only thing miss- 
ing is a burp sound effect, 


‘Five Star Final’ last Friday night 
(27) over WMCA, N. Y., offered a 
sort of road company March of Time 
treatment~of three news stories. All 
were fairly well played (except that 
there appeared to be rather obvious 
doubling in the lead parts), but the 
aes and production let the dra- 
matic value of the subjects evapor- 
ate. First topic was last week’s 
burning of the Goudy sho 
| Foe a capsule dramatization of the 

scovery of the blaze, but somehow 
failing to point the dramatic tragedy 
of a lifetime’s labor so quickly 
destroyed, 

Second bit contained a certain 
novelty value, being devoted to the 
recent story of the hen on a Ken- 
tucky farm that laid an egg resem- 
bling an electric light bulb, but the 
third round, dealing with the fall of 
Barcelona, mislaid the vitality of the 
subject behind a mass of wordage 
about trifling incidents and views. 


Jesse L. Lasky for the fourth of 
the Wrigley ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ 
series assembled the contestants of 
the nreceding three weeks in a dra- 
matic. opportunity authored by Peter 
Dixon. The 13th week of the series 
will assemble the semi-final winners 
from the second and third months’ 
eliminations. 

This lap had more temro than the 
teeoff program, although still quite 
verbose, Ken Niles’ address contin- 
ues to eclipse the film executive’s 
cultured but rather high-pitched 
voice, and while it’s natural enough 
for Niles, a professional spieler, to 
have the elocutionary edge, some- 
how the announcing assignments to 
Lasky suffer too much because of 
the vivid contrast. 

George J. Schaefer and Pandro 
Berman, RKO Radio execs; Joe Au- 
gust, RKO photog; Earl Carroll and 
Joan Fontaine (lead in ‘Gunga Din,’ 
or so announced, which dragged in 
a plug for that picture) served as 

in the eliminations. Bowman 
was out front almost unanimously 
but Miss Cooke and Camille Patti 
were tied for the femme honors. 


Fay on ‘This Is New York,’ 
the “CBS Sunday night sustainer, 
made it ep A a trailer for his 


in top vaudeville at 
the Hudson, ee Ml Elsie Janis 











for 12 minutes, comedian hardly at 
all. Fay observed that vaudeville 
had never gone anywhere, and 
never will—that is, the right kind of 
vaudeville. 

Molly Picon’s ‘East Side Rhapso- 
die’ was perhaps the highlight click, 
although Ed Gardner’s Archie is be- 
coming more and more effective as 
a comedy stodge and interrupter. 
Deems Taylor’s conferenciering con- 
tinued, per usual. 





Ben Bernie’s 30 minutes of Half- 
and-Half pleasantries still heavily- 
plated with American Tobacco com- 
mercials. Less of that and more of 
Mary Smaii vocais would be welcome. 
Dual sales chukkers from both the 
ole maestro and regular program an- 


lnouncer, four times during the half 


hour, is much too much. Makes for 
listener resentment. 

Lew Lehr pro and con still rages. 
Some can’t stand him; others like the 
silly stuff. In general, gags and de- 
livery okay for mass consumption, 
and held to proper length. Placed 
at tail end of program when caught, 
Sunday (29), Bob Gibson’s baritoning 
of ‘I Have Eyes’ pleased. Manny 
Prager’s teaming with Bernie on an 
old favorite, ‘Mama Made Me Prac- 
tice,’ helped to sustain showmanship 
pace. 

Mary Small ingratiating as ever 
and a pity program has to bear down 
on feminine touch for fear it won't 
make women pipe-conscious, 





Archie Bleyer gives out nice dansa- 
pation over a national CBS hookup 
from Earl Carroll’s Hollywood 
nitery. Band is tagged the ‘Inner 
Circle Orchestra,’ referring to the 
ritz sector of Carroll’s mammoth 
Hollywood spot. 





Noel Coward’s ‘Red Peppers’ were 
Americanized (and improved) for 
presentation on the Kellogg Circle 
Sunday night. Carole Lombard and 
Cary Grant enacted the song-and- 
dance team from small time vaude 
and Bobby Dolan pinch-hit in the 
Yank materialization of the _ pit 
maestro, Bert Bentley. It all added 
up to a rowdy but enjoyable eight 
minutes. 

Coward himself (pausing on his 
way to the South Seas) talked a lot 
of the tM@@atre as a medium of ex- 
pression as against the screen, which 
Miss Lombard defended. It was 
frightfully something — with a doubt 
that the something was entertain- 
ment, 

Ronald Colman upped to a Shakes- 
peare sonnet which was hard enough 
to follow to start with and badly 
snowed under by the musical accom- 
paniment. It was no wow by any 
standard and completed the hill-and- 
dale impression of the program. 
Coward got away—the right phrase 
—with a falsetto solo toward the 
sign-off. 





"THE LONELY MAN’ 
a ‘Project 
Mins.—Local 


Thursday, 10 p.m. 
WEVD, New York 

Lawrence Levey’s radio version of 
the WPA play by Howard Koch, 
which is credited with 120 perform- 
ances, was better writing than acting 
effort. Often the case with efforts of 


P—| the Federal Theatre Radio Division. 


Either in the casting, directing or 
dearth of acting talent, many punch 
situations of playlet are lost, sloughed 
or played-down. 

‘The Lonely Man,’ which is cred- 
ited to a professor who headed the 
drama department at South Carolina 
U, offers a vivid, if sometimes one- 
sided, study of the struggle between 
the miners in a Kentucky town and 
the ‘vested interests.’ It rings in a 
professor of political economy, who 
espouses the miners’ cause. There is 
an effort to show a romance first be- 
tween a miner’s daughter and then 
the only daughter of the college 
chancellor, but it’s handled in an 
off-hand manner, latter not being on 
until too late. 

From an unusually large cast, it is 
not difficult to single out the people 
who have had sufficient dramatic 
experience to fit them for air work. 
Their performances stand out in 
sharp relief as compared with the 
floundering, exaggerated efforts of a 
large group of neophytes. Role of 
Professor Hildebrand, political econ- 
omy instructor; that of the miner’s 
daughter, the chancellor and also 
one of the trustees were plaved by 
trouvers. Howard Barnes directed 
while Robert Crozier and Thomas 
Anderson helped in producing. Wear 


KATHRYN NEWMAN 
Songs 
15 Mins.—Local 
STREET & DRAPER 
Daily. 6:15 p.m. 
KOCY, Oklahoma City 
This is the former Mary Lou of 
early Show Boat fame. Miss New- 
man, beginning comeback with a 
neat and melodious program, is in 
good voice and her soft renditions 
of ‘Indian Love Call’ and ‘Love the 
Merchant’ were on the nifty side. 
Marvin Krause as announcer fits 





as his initial star. Fay was manager 


- 


program, Funeral house sponsors. 
Soon, 


JESSIE MATTHEWS 
In ‘Star Gazing, No. 16,’ with ‘The 

Playgoer,’ C. B. Cochran, Sonnie 

Hale, Rosie Matthews, Arthur Rig- 
..by, Victor Saville, BBC Revue 

Chorus, Orchestra 
55 Mins. 

Tuesday (10) 
BBC, London 

Program was to have been aired in 
November, but fell down due to Miss 
Matthews’ illness. Was eagerly wait- 
ed by listening public, because she 
is a top picture personality on this 
side and also because her life story 
is a genuine Cinderella romance, be- 
ginning in the back blocks and fin- 
ishing up in lights; her old home 
actuaily backs on Wardour street, 
London’s film row. Program didn’t 
miss any of the glamour, and being 
tricked out with benevolent asides 
from Charles Cochran was both an 
entertainment and a commentary on 
footlight and film life. 

Story of how a little dance-mad 
child, whose father ran a _ fruit 
barrow on the streets, progressed 
from the chorus to a Cochran lead- 
ing lady and then to new fame on 
screen was racily told, with inter- 
polations by the girl herself. Each 
landmark was opportunity to recall 
lovely melodies she sang in Cockey’s 
revues, BBC Chorus on hand for 
background. 

Wind-up was a recording of the 
studio floor during shooting of her 
last picture, ‘Climbing High,’ and 
then a referente to the new stage 
show she is opening this month, with 
Sonnie Hale assisting in a song from 
that forthcoming offering. Show, in- 
cidentally, is to be titled ‘I Can Take 
It,’ and it’s appropriate to its star at 
that. 

Listeners can also take programs 
like this one, because the presenta- 
tion’ devised by Leslie Baily and 
Charles Brewer was based on a 
bright script, with plenty of move- 
ment; the mike manner of the star 
and C. B. Cochran himself becoming 
a radio favorite!—in this instance 
did all the rest. 


‘LES MISERABLES’ 
With Henry Anley, Baliol Holloway, 
C, M. Hallard, Gladys Young, Nor- 
man Shelley and Robert Speaight 
Sundays, 9:50 p. m. 
35 Mins. 
BBC, London 
Sunday night serials are popular 
with BBC listeners, so the Victor 
Hugo classic was timed to begin im- 
mediately the last one finished. In- 
terest is vested in casting of Henr 
Ainley as Jean Valjean, and though 
his fine voice is hardly what would 
be expected of an ex-convict it is 
pleasant to listen to for its own sake. 
Ainley gave grand emphasis to the 
part in. the first episode, “The 
Bishop’s Candlesticks,’ and the sup- 
port from C. M. Hallard as the 
Bishop was excellent. Baliol Hollo- 
way had only a momentary appear- 
ance in the opening chapter, but his 
Javert has sound possibilities. 
Patrick Riddell’s adaptation keeps 
well to Hugo’s yarn, and John 
Cheatle’s production aims obviously 
at expertly spoken dialog as its first 
bid to the ear. This feature is car- 
ried to a logical end by casting Rob- 
ert Speaight as narrator of con- 
necting passages; no other radio or 
stage performer has a voice of 
greater clarity or sheer beauty. 
Again, play is decked with rather 
too much incidental music, and in 
this connection it is pertinent to ask 
why material specially composed by 
Robert Chignell for the play should 
have been put on a disc instead of 
being played in the studio? Record- 
ed music is always thin on the radio 
and this blemish was nearly enough 
to ruin the program. Other criticism 
is that the announcer has no need to 
bellow his introductory lines; it 
doesn’t make Hugo’s masterpiece 
any more dramatic. 


SOUTHWESTERN STARS 
With Allen Clark Orch, Lee Norton, 

Ken Wright, Josephine Alves, 

Polly Taylor, Ben Bezoff, Terry 

O’Sullivan 
30 Mins.; Sat., 4:30 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WKY-NBC, Oklahoma City 

_ For years the WKY gang has been 
aching for a chance to show the webs 
what it has at the plate, and with 
this, their first chain airing, the sta- 
tion’s stock company has done a most 
creditable job. Allan Clark, station 
musical director, aced with his ar- 
rangements of ‘Blue Danube,’ ‘Sum- 
mertime’ and ‘Dream Boat Comes 
Home,” all original and fresh. Bari- 
tone Lee Norton’s rendition of ‘Sum- 
mertime’ and ‘Pretty Girl’ evidence 
he has improved lustily since his 
work with George Hamilton and 
Xavier Cugat’s bands. 

Work of Ken Wright, with organ 
background, trioing with Josephine 
Alves and Polly Taylor, nifty piano 
duo, was indeed ear-pleasing. Terry 
O’Sullivan m.c.’d_ satisfactory, and 
direction by Naiph Abadaher like- 
wise good. 

Low spot was the dramatized news 
story of the week, which, while ac- 
tors and news editor, Ben Bezoff, did 
an okeh job, was weak in narrative 
and underplayed the highly dramatic 
Gov. W. Lee ’O’Daniel story. 

This is first regular web program 
to be originated from Oklahoma City 
and is set for weekly airing indefi- 
nitely. Summed up, this sample of 
what WKY can do is ample proof 








caliber to fill web spots. Soon, 


that station has talent of high enough | k 


|stone’s 








JOHNNY GREEN 

With Genevieve Rese 

Orchestra, Songs, Drama 

30 Mins, 

PHILIP MORRIS 

Saturday, & p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Milton Biow) L 

In replacing the highly stylized 
dansapation of Russ Morgan with the 
sweetishly orchestrated, but em- 
phatic pit music of Johnny Green, 
the Philip Morris Co. has come to 
lean somewhat toward the Luc 
Strike formula. The Green arrang 
ments are nonetheless fetching and 
make a telling blend with the pro- 
gram’s revised vocal department 
which consists of a pleasantly en- 
dowed prima donna, a mixed trio 
and a male chorus. Green intro- 
duces his own numbers. 

The musical repertoire is deftly 
mixed of current and standard tunes, 
with time taken out as is usual for 
this series for one of Jack John- 
dramatic interludes. Last 
Saturday’s (28) item was based on 


Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Telltale 
Heart.’ Luther Adler, currently 
playing in the Group Theatre’s 


‘Rocket to the Moon,’ did the para- 
noiac role. It was a cloudy, off-tem- 
poed recital when compared to the 
treatment given the same part by 
Boris Karloff and Claude Rains in 
their respective air appearances on 
the Rudy Vallee and Kraft shows 
within the past few months. 

Part of the cig's plug smacked of a 
slogan that has heretofore been as- 
sociated with liquor advertising. The 
reminiscent line read: “There are no 
penalties the morning after for the 
pleasures of the night aad P 

ec. 


‘VETERANS OF 1938’ 

With Arthur Askey, Richard Mur- 
doch, Vic Oliver, Terence de Mar- 
ney, S. J. Warmington, Howard 
Marshall, Syd Walker, Judy Shir- 
ley, Lance Fairfax, Cavendish 
Three, Maurice Denham, Ronnie 
Thomas, Percival Mackey and or- 
chestra 

Saturday (Dec. 31). 

60 Mins. 

BBC, London 
Variety Dept. obviously got to- 

gether to see the old year out with 

a rag, and it produced a very bright 

program. Script was a potpourri of 

elements yanked from regular shows 
like ‘Monday Night at Seven,’ ‘Band 

Wagon,’ ‘In Town Tonight,’ et al, and 

mixed characters appearing serially 

in these, the comics, Askey and Mur- 
doch, being permitted to gum up 
proceedings as and when. 

In the result, show heartily bur- 
lesqued many BBC institutions, 
bright thought being that the skits 
in most instances were actually done 
by the individual lampooned. Thus 
de Marney brilliantly took off his 
own melodramatic mouthings in 
such serials as ‘Monte Cristo’ and 
‘Cloister and the Hearth,’ Warming- 
ton guyed his own character of In- 
spector Hornleigh, and Howard Mar- 
shall effectively pilloried his own 
commentaries on England vs. Aus- 
tralia cricket contests. 

Script motivation was to pretend 
the broadcast was being done in 
1968, presenting a flashback of 30 
years before, anc ‘=! worked like a 
charm in providii:< ready gags and 
laugh possibilities. Maybe it was 
significant that the 1968 broadcast 
was announced as a sponsored bill— 
so does this mean BBC may be pre- 
pared sometime to bow to ‘the in- 
evitable?’ 





JAN RUBINI 

30 Mins.—Local 
Braley & Graham 
KOIN, Portiand, Ore. 

Jan Rubini, violinist, was guest ar- 
tist for opening of auto dealer pro- 
gram. Sponsor held open house at 
showrooms with ceremonies from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m. There were talks by 
Oregon’s Governor Sprague, Mayor 
Carson and several Buick officials. 
It was big stuff. 

KOIN’s program had Joseph Sam- 
pietro‘s 12-piece orchestra as a back- 
ground for Rubini, who scored 
heavily both with the mike and 
seen audiences, Vocal support in- 
cluded Dorothy Rolfsness, contralto, 
and Walton McKinney, tenor. 

Only the last half hour of the 
event was broadcast but the entire 
show was staged by KOIN. A very 
impressive local show. Wyatt. 


‘WHAT TYPE ARE YOU?’ 
bide a Margretta Byers 


15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 3:15 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Miss Byers, personality and beauty 
‘adviser,’ is a poor advertisement of 
her own wares on the ether. Does a 
femme Dale Carnegie in drawing 
word picture success stories of plain 
Janes who brought out hidden 
charms. As a broadcaster Miss 
Byers did no’ do much charming. 
Unconvincing, trite dialog. Has some 
little voice appeal, however. 

Best letter writer of the week gets 
an air shot with personal interview 
on how she came out of her shell 
with a new Patou, etc. There are 
none who are beyond hope if all is 
bared and new coating applied. Man 
interviewed was stopped with ‘re- 
member we are on the air, you might 
be offensive,’ when he started tell- 
ing on slovenly wives. Girl foil who 
Keeps saying, ‘well, what about me?’ 
is best left unanswered, Hurl 
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BRENTHOUSE 
Hedda Hopper 

Serial Drama 

30 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Sat., 8:30 Pa m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Ted Sherdeman, who writes and 
produces this one, has apparently 
geared himself to do a ‘One Man’s 
Family’ in opposite sex. Sherdeman 
could appropriately apply the tag 
of ‘One Woman’s Family’ to his 
work, Both deal with middle clasg 
families in the upper cultural stra 
and the problems and tribulations 
that fall upon the head of the house. 
hold as each youngster’s personality 
blooms and cracks up against the 
ways of life. In ‘Brenthouse’ Sherde. 
man has something that most likely 
would fare best if it were split up 
into five quarter hours a week and 
fitted into a di: ytime schedule. Wom. 
en would find its recite: ingratiating 
while putting around with their 
household chores. 

The serial’s title derives from the 
name of the book publishing busi- 
ness which the central character, a 
widow in her late 30’s has inherited 
from her husband and built up. The 
widow has three daughters, ranging 
presumably between 15 ind 19, and 
a boy, around 12. An added figure 
to this family group is the widow’s 
faithful suitor, a toney novelist 
whose junior difference in years 
serves as the woman’s main argu- 
ment against marriage. 

Last Saturday night’s (28) install. 
ment was chockful of platitudes 
about children’s attitude toward par- 
ents and. life, love, war and what- 
not, and with solemn and ‘aboricus 
trend worked up to a what was in- 
tended as a sock fadeout. The tele- 
phone rings and the household is in- 
formed that one of the daughters 
had been injured in an auto crash. 

Hedda Hopper, who has done 
much work in daytime radio on the 
Coast in recent years, invests the 
role of the widow with credibility 
and substance, The supporting cast 
is a good one. The program origi- 
nates from NBC’s Hollywood mee, 

ec. 


‘SO YOU WANT TO BE’ 
Vocational 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 5:30 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

‘So You Want to Be’ is a well- 
planned and diversified vocational 
guidance program presented by CBS 
in co-operation with Young Amer- 
ica, national youth weekly. Aired 
on Wednesday immediately after 
‘March of Games,’ it gives Colum- 
bia two programs in a row which 
are broadly educational and yet 
away from the dust-dry didacticism 
once characteristic of all instruction 


via radio. This one is for older 
youngsters; specifically for high 
schoolers. 


Format is the interview. Men and 
women prominent in their respective 
fields are questioned by interested 
boys or girls. Program ranged over 
a wide occupational territory. The 
three most recently covered were: 
newsbroadcasting (with H. V. Kal- 
tenborn); exploring (with Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd), and accounti 
(Dean John T. Madden of School o 
Commerce, N. Y. University). On 
an earlier shot heard, Richards Vid- 
mer talked about sports writing. All 
four were delivered well. 

Kaltenborn, of course, displayed 
the most mike poise, ad libbing as 
usual. However, to an adult he 
sounded a shade too egotistical, too 
self-satisfied, too consciously impor- 
tant—heavy ballyhoo for ‘the first 
broadcast from a battlefield’ (in 
Spain) and for commentary on Eu- 
ropean crisis. Experiences and opin- 
ions were interesting, the latter even 
for the trade. Two lads interviewed 
Kaltenborn; one ssemed to be ex- 
perienced. 

Admiral Byrd’s remarks, from 
Boston, were in a quieter, less Bar- 
numlike vein, but plenty punchy. 
Kid quizzer in Beantown was Grade 
A for the assignment. Jaco. 


CARL BYOIR 
Propaganda 
15 Mins.—Local 
WGY, Schenectady 

Carl Byoir, press agent for A & P, 
delivered a smartly - conceived, 
adroitly-worded 15-minute defense 
of chain stores on General Electrics 
WGY Farm Forum. It came after 
Charles G. Daughters, national di- 
rector of the Freedom of Opportu- 
nity Foundation, had on a previous 
block made a slashing attack upon 
A & P and chains generally, with @ 
plea for the Patman tax bill. . 

Byoir’s thesis: chain stores big 
brothered farmers through efficient 
distribution of their products, minus 
middleman’s profits, and through 4 
concerted effort to move their sur- 
pluses. For most part, the p. 4 
used salve, while Daughters poured 
vinegar, although Byoir once di 
characterize an argument of chain 
store opponents as ‘most dishonest. 
There seemed to be several weak 
spots in his reasoning and ambigu- 
ity in sentence construction at two 
or three points, but talk as a whole 
fell in the ‘smooth stuff’ classifica 
tion, Byoir, a clear if not a bril- 
liant speaker, played wise at out- 
set by admitting he was a paid prop- 
azandist. He conceded listeners bow 








nght to question his opinions, 
that reason, Jaco. 
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permission. The settlements so far have ranged from $100 to $1,200. In 
a roundup made by the AMC several months ago over 60 stations were 
found, it was alleged, to have infringed on copyrighted maps, with the 
company charging that many of the outlets had gone so far as to remove 
the copyright notices. American Map got its evidence by inducing the 
broadcasters to answer an inquiry about signal coverage, with the letter 
suggesting that there was a spot account in the offing. P 

The AMC recognized 82 of the allegedly infringed maps as belonging 
to its own catalog, and distributed the others among four other companies 
in the same field. Many of the broadcasters affected still are of the 





opinion that they could have used plain ordinary Government maps such 
as are issued as a public document to anyone upon request. 





Worries of ASCAP in Nebraska will probably go on for a long time, | 
Senator Frank Brady, the Atkinson (Neb.) rancher, laying for the an- 
nouncement of the court action (federal—three judges), which, if sour | 
on the anti-ASCAP bill Brady authored last session (1937), will be the| 
signal for new harrying legislation dodging around the court dislikes. | 
Brady doesn’t care whether or not the court action comes before or after | 
the time limit for ordinary introduction of legislation, because any bill 
can be offered with 29 votes up to the last week of the session, and 29 
votes are easy to get. Brady has expert counsel, too, in Barlow Nye, the 
legislature’s legal brain, who was formerly No. 1 deputy attorney general 
for his ASCAP-baiting boss, Richard Hunter, toppled last election. Nye 
was preparing the attorney general’s fight favoring anti-ASCAP, when 
the vote-eviction stopped him. Brady has said he can make Nebraska a 
very unattractive place for ASCAP to try to do biz—and intends to. 





Chief among the complaints, which last week rent asunder the United 
Auto Workers union, was President Homer Martin’s weekly radio chats 
over WJR. Detroit. UAW is temporarily a dual union, with anti-Martin 
forces directing one branch and Martin himself in charge of the other. 

Opposish international executive board, called together to probe Mar- 
tin’s dealings with Ford Motor Co. and usurp his power, discovered that 
Martin’s half-hour ether talks, which have been running for many months, 
had proved a powerful weapon with the rank-and-file union members, and 
promptly forbade him to go on air again using UAW funds. 

Defiant, Martin spoke as usual same day he was prohibited and carried 
his case before rank and file workers. Added to charges that Martin was 
trying to form a Ford company union at expense of UAW, radio chat next 
day led to his suspension by board and his subsequent suspension of board. 





William Esty agency expressed itself last week as puzzled over the 
reports that Bob Crosby’s orchestra was being considered for the Benny 
Goodman aggregation’s Camel assignment and that Goodman was dicker- 
ing with another sponsor. Esty stated that Goodman’s obligation has five 
months to go and that nothing has been said from either quarter about 
calling off the commitment. : 

Report, however, persists that the agency has indicated an interest in 
Crosby, and that Goodman himself is inclined toward making a change of 
paycheck signatories. 





Six-year-old daughter of William B. Ryan, KPO-KGO, San Francisco, 
sales manager, saved the life of her two-year-old brother Jimmy last week 
but was seriously injured herself when struck by an automobile. The 
girl, Barbara Ann, saw her brother dash into the path of the oncoming 
car, ran after him and pushed him safely out of the way but was hit by 
the rear end of the auto as it swerved to avoid the children. She sus- 
tained a skull injury. Ryan himself has been on the sick list for several 
days. 





In the story last week tabulating talent costs for commercial programs 
emanating from Hollywood, the Burns and Allen (Chesterfield) figure was 
given as $8,500. It should have been $12,500, this including Ray Noble’s 
band, Frank Parker, authors, etc., B&A paying for everything. List also 
omitted the Joe Penner show (Thursday night) for Huskies. Program cost 
for this one is $7,000. 


Telecast Corp.’s Idea 





MIXING THE BEERS 


Kids Identified with One Brew Ap- 





Of Wax Distribution 
A La Film Method 


Hollywood, Jan, 31. 

Telecast Corp. of America, organ- 
ized here as a distributor of tran- 
scribed air shows, has closed with 
KFWB, Warner Bros. station, for the 
sale nationally of the station’s Wil- 
liam: Farnum starrer, ‘The Adven- 
tures of Uncle Jimmy. KFWB 
initiated the show in the form of 
live broadcasts. 

Charles A. Browne, Elliott Fisher 
and Dave Davidson are the incor- 
porators of Telecast. Davidson is re- 
signing as sales promotion head of 
Transco (C. C. Pyle) to step into 
Telecast. 

Telecast’s intention is transcrip- 
tion sales based on the motion pic- 
ture method of distribution, on a na- 
tional basis. Key city exchanges will 
be established, with main offices in 
the two principal air production cen- 
ters, New York and Hollywood. Ap- 
plication of film distribution pro- 
cedure to radio is expected to 
eventually replace the present catch- 
as-catch-can method of transcription 
sales, by which the show producers 
mostly stage and sell their own 
discs. 

Telecast’s setup calls only for dis- 
tributing, for other producers, with- 
out engaging in production except 
on a participating or financing basis, 
in the manner of United Artists and 
other primarily distributing com- 
Panies in the film field. 








DICK MORENUS SET 

Dick Morenus is directing the new 
Enna Jettick show for Marschalk & 
Pratt. Program starts on Columbia 
Broadcasting, Feb. 18, running from 
9:30 to 10 p.m. D’Artega’s band, 
Jimmy Shields, Ed Small’s Seven and 
Budd Hulick, m.c., make up broad- 
cast as presently outlined. 





pear on Other’s Show 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

There was embarrassment on both 
sides here last week when Karl 
Krug, gossiper on WJAS for Iron 
City Brewing Co., had as his guests 
the team of Chick and Lee, couple 
of kids who work here for a rival 
beer concern. Seems neither Chick 
and Lee, who were appearing at 
Stanley theatre in a Major Bowes 
unit, nor Krug knew that the other 
was tied up in any way with a foam 
outfit. 

Chick and Lee were salesmen for 
the Victor Brewing Co., had enter- 
tained at sales meetings on behalf 
of this product, worked in a lot of 
amateur shows and subsequently 
won an audition with Bowes, who 
sent them on here to join Stanley 
unit last week night after they ap- 
peared on Major’s broadcast. 





Sacramento Baseball 
Sponsored by Lorillard 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 


Lorillard last week gave KFBK, 
Sacramento, a contract to broadcast 
the games of the Sacramento base-. 
ball team during the 1939 season. 
Similar deal prevailed last year. 

Lennen & Mitchell is the agency. 





WRC Has New Program 


Washington, Jan. 31. 

Pushing its resolution to provide 
more live talent shows, WRC put on 
a Thursday program last week which 
will occupy the 7:30-8 p.m. period. 
Tagged ‘Dreams Come True.’ 

Includes El Gary, tenor; Lynn 
Allison, soprano; the ‘singing strings’ 
directed by Morgan Baer, and Bill 
Crago, NBC announcer, as narrator. 
P. J. Nee, local furniture store, is 
angel. 


VARIETY 








‘ TU TI ? 
are being tapped by the American Map Co. and other such firms for using ' 
copyrighted county outline maps without having obtained the required 
seagate aceasta 4 


Web Tells FCC That News Cost $140,000 in Lost 


Commercials—Arrtists 


Profit 


Activities Gave $94,037 





Washington, Jan. 31. 
Extent of Columbia Broadcasting 


| System’s culture and education ef- 
forts, and of the web's position in 


the concert field were examined last 
week during the FCC chain- 
monopoly inquiry. Web hopes to 
wind up this week with testimony 
concerning duplication and engineer- 
ing phases, two weeks behind esti- 
mates. 


General explanation of the pro- 
gram policies was supplied by Wil- 
liam B. Lewis, vice-president in 
charge of production, who laid down 
the general platform as_ being 
obedient to public preferences but 
still trying to raise the general taste 
His concept of the web’s responsi- 
bility was: 

‘We have got to provide the pub- 
lic with the greatest variety of en- 
tertainment and information that we 
possibly can and try to give the pub- 
lic what it wants to hear. We try 
also to give*the pub.ic what we think 
it would like if it had the opportun- 
ity to hear it.’ 

Constant check is maintained on 
listener desires, through surveys and 
analysis of program letters, supple- 
mented by close attention for re- 
views and columnists’ cracks. Di- 
versification is the prime objective, 
with sustainings providing’ the 
necessary degree of flexibility and 
being in a sense an experimental 
laboratory. Lewis insisted the net 


does not wish to sell all available | 
time, pointing that certain hours are | 


not on the market and that all pro- 
grams are subject to cancellation if 
spot developments are hot enough 
to justify such drastic action. Any 
commercial is liable to be cut under 
pressure of big news breaks, dis- 
aster, etc. 


Lewis Cites Rising 
Production Expense 


Growing complexity of production 
was highlighted. Insistence on 
faithful reproductions now requires 
more time and effort, raising operat- 
ing costs. More rehearsing, which 
was one of the chief reasons for 
building the new Hollywood plant. 

Growth of the web was empha- 
sized by Lewis’ figures. In 1927, 
CBS had only seven regular spon- 
sored programs and eight regular 
sustainers; last year the log showed 
2,362 commercial hours, 7,469 indi- 
vidual broadcasts, and 4,300 sustain- 
ers, 11,605 features. Ratio generally 
is about 2 to 1 between commercial 
and sustaining categories. 


Stressing the public service angles, 
Lewis told the committee the educa- 
tional budget ran to 254% sustaining 
hours in 1938. School of the Air is 
a major enterprise, with survey 
showing about 121,000 teachers use 
it occasionally or regularly in in- 
structing an estimated 3,190,000 stu- 
dents. 

Policy phases were ogled closely, 
with the v.p. giving a long account 
of the consultations with advisory 
boards, division of duties and re- 
sponsibilities, and standards. He 
reviewed again the stand on kid fea- 
tures, with the effort to eliminate 
the hair-raisers by presenting edu- 
cational stuff. Sugar-coated culture 
is the rage. 

On the public events side, Lewis 
was questioned comprehensively af- 
ter telling how CBS last year de- 
voted 90% hours, shooting out 284 
separate broadcasts, all on a sustain- 
ing basis. Has to turn down many 


requests for time in order to main- | 


tain right balance, he said, but as 


far as he knows the web never has | 


; Seemed to hold promise, while 2,573 
}unsolicited letters were received. 
Necessary to require all persons to 
sign waivers 
| hold-up geniuses. 

Commish suspicion that networks 
schedule sustainers only for unsala- 
ble spots came to light, but Lewis 
emphatically _denied this practice. 
|Some sustainers go on at more de- 
sirable hours, 
withheld from sale, 
|Philharmonic. In 1937, 
passed up $140,000 in potential -av- 


| worth of it at night. 


Considerable ribbing followed 
mention of the Orson Welles Mars 
program, which Lewis had listed as 
educational. It was that to CBS, he 
jested, although members were in- 
clined to quibble over the character- 
| ization and realism. 


CBS’ $90,000 For 


Shortwave to S. A. 


The short-wave activities in the 
foreign field are increasing rapidly, 
Frederic A. Willis, assistant to Presi- 
dent William S. Paley, related. Ex- 
penditures this coming year will run 
beyond $90,000 for international op- 
erations aimed at Europe and South 
America. Web allows independent 





| programs for the benefit of foreign 
| listeners, he testified, noting the co- 
operation with WXAL and WI1XK, 
Boston. With two plants, the chain 
can fire simultaneously at Europe 
and South America. But it needs 
more wattage, 10 kw being insuffi- 
cient to do a bang-up job below the 
equator. 


In defending democracy and dab- 
bling in world politics, CBS last year 
originated 449 special features for 
South America, 404 in Spanish. Good 
proportion of the regular network 
shows go over the _ short-wavers, 
with various repeat broadcasts. 
Originations particularly planned for 
the bilingual trade are growing 
more numerous, however, as well as 
more important, 


Schedule exceeds 90 hours weekly. 
Willis’ breakdown showed W2XE 
sending 53 hours to Europe and 39% 
to South America with W3XAU 
shooting 28 to Europe and 52% to the 
Latin-Americans. Between May 12, 
1937, and May 12, 1938—first year of 
operation with 10 kw—W2XE aired 


trade. 


Picture of the talent management 
activities was elicited from Arthur 
Judson, president of Columbia Con- 


Counsel George B. Porter was reined 
in by his superiors after several 
hours of digging into non-broadcast 
matters. Virtual monopoly in the 
community concert field was spot- 
lighted, however. 


Judson Bookings 
Heaviest on NBC 


Denying CBS gives any special 
break to artists under management 
contracts, Judson told how the sub- 
sidiary peddled services of its stable 
to anyone desiring them. In the 
1938-39 season, CCC is raking in 
$230,000 from bookings on the rival 
NBC webs, as against only $133,000 
'from its own parent, There is no 





| divvy with the NBC artist service, | 


| however, he maintained. 

After picturing the sort of work 
done in developing talent, Judson 
declared CCC has found it impos- 


with blocks of time | 
notably the) 
the web/| 
| which 
| enue by cutting commercials for out- | 
standing news developments, $65,000 | 


Stations to rebroadcast many of its | 


11,607 programs for the overseas, 


certs Corp., but Assistant General | 





been guilty of biased discrimination. | sible to adopt a standard contract. 
Record showing 51 separate spielers | varying conditions in the multitudi- 
were allowed to debate the President's | nous relationships prevent uniform- 
Supreme Court reform plan was! jty Many of the intimate personal 
cited as proof of the lengths to which | oontacts cannot be reduced to writ- 
the younger web goes in giving all ing 
sides a chance to use its facilities. | ; Ree red ; 
Use of transcriptions for network| Summarizing the financial experi- 
programs was cold-watered. Exec’s| nce, Judson was quizzed at great 
comment was ‘it would seem a shame | /ength about the Community Con- 
to build up this vast network and | Cert Service division, which he pro- 
then turn it into a super victrola.’| moted a decade ago before the web 
Headaches of a production man look-| went into the management field. 
ing for ideas were outlined during | This has a hang-over deficit of $94,- 
Lewis’ explanation of the constant | 000, the remainder of amounts ad- 
endeavor to develop new techniques. | vanced some years back. He said 
Last year the hunters interviewed | CBS paid $400,000 for its 55% share 
979 persons with thoughts that! of Columbia Concerts, which was 








formed by the promoters of Com- 
munity to facilitate the tieup. 
Operations of Comn.unity have 
been made possible by willingness 
of numerous performers to receive 
a smaller fee than usual, allowing 
the booking outfit to keep the spread 
well as take its 20% commission. 


Average difference between the 
gross to the artist and the amount 
collected from the locai promoters is 
$447 based on operation: in 375 


towns where the CBS offshoot has 
orgcnized groups to parent the ac- 
tivities. Judson confessed Commu- 
nity does not compete with NBC’s 
subsidiary, Civic, but denied there 
is any formal understanding or un- 
usual cooperation. Merely good busi- 
ness not to raid the her stable, 
would bring retaliatory 
moves, or to get into a rivalry that 
might cut down the gate in the vari- 
ous towns. 

Financial details were supplied by 

A-thur S. Padgett, network auditor. 
Advances to CCC by the web which 
had not been repaid on July 1, 1938, 
aggregated $548,340. Since creation, 
| the corporation has paid a total of 
| $72,000 in interest and dividends, a 
yield of 2% on the invest.nent. In 
the fiscal year ended last June, CBS 
received a profit of $94,037 on its 
|talent management operation:. Sub- 
sid had a gross of $426,412, expenses 
| of $332,374, with Community con- 
tributing $20,412 of the gravy. Three 
| years of red ink figures in the his- 
| tory. 


CBS’ 42-32 Score 
| In Wooing Sponsors 


| The web’s sales policies were dis- 
|cussed by Paul W. Keésten, v.p. in 
| charge of this activity. Describing 
| the wide scope of research activi- 
| ties, Kesten insisted there. is con- 
fecomny competitive pressure on spon- 
| sors, agencies, and potential adver- 
| tisers by the rival chains. Few ac- 
| tual dealings direct with manufac- 
turers of product propagandized via 
| radio, with 99% of the contracts be- 
jing negotiated with agencies. In ex- 
plaining the hot feud between NBC 
and CBS, Kesten revealed that a re- 
cent check on experiences over a 
series of years shows Columbia 
wooed 42 accounts and lost 32. 


SCHUDT’S AMERICANISM 
SERIES STARTS FEB. 22 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

Plans have been set by Bill Schudt 
vf WKRC here for a whirlwind se- 
| ties of Americanism broadcasts to in- 
culcate the principles of American 
democracy through the radio biog- 
raphies of founders of the nation. 

Starting on Feb. 12 and running 
through to Feb. 22, he will broadcast 
on each of the 13 days a program dc- 
_voted to the leading historical fig- 
‘ures of each of the original 13 
states, 
Tie-up has been arranged for the 
|participation of grade and high 
| schools in Cincinnati in this series, 
'and WKRC will present the winning 
‘school with a huge American flag 
for the best presentation of the bio- 
| graphy of one of the founders of the 
‘country. Other prizes will be repro- 
,ductions of the Gilbert Stuart por- 
| trait of George Washington. 














‘Smilin’ Jack’ Strip 
For Mutual Sponsor 


‘Smilin’ Jack,’ Chicago Tribune- 
, Daily News syndicated strip, will be 
| dramatized and aired for Sweets Co. 
of America, Hoboken, N. J., starting 
either Feb. 6 or 13 several stations of 
| the Mutual net, 
| Airs Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
| day 5:30 to 5:45 p.m. Biow agency 
| handling. 








| 


Cooper for Tums 


Jerry Cooper’s ‘Vocal Varieties’ 
| program from Cincinnati for Tums 
|replaced the William Stoess Singers 
|(The Smoothies) with the Jimmy 
| James WLW staff orchestra with last 
|night’s (Tuesday) broadcast. Proe- 
|sram will be renamed, 

Shift increases Cooper’s duties te 
three tunes on each of the two 15- 
minute programs a’ week. 
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something new- 
: novelty swing? ; 
featured with .... 
Phil Baker 
Dole Hawaiian Pineapple Radio Pro- 
gram New York to Honolulu on CBS 
Saturdays at 9 p. m. E.S.T. 








Within the period of only four months Eddie DeLange 
and his orchestra have zoomed to nation-wide popu- 
farity and a spot on a major radio show with their 
unique interpretation of novelty music! In addition, 


the young leader is scoring a personal triumph with 





his original radio comedy! 


writer of these hits! 
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WASHINGTON SEES CONGRESS PROBE OF! 


FCC; ROOSEVELTS DISGUST A FACTOR 





Just What Will Happen 


censed at Colleagues and It’s Mutual—Congress- 
men Wear ‘Told You So’ Smiles 


Not Clear—McNinch In- 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Scant chance that Congress will | 
alter the Communications act—either 
to lay down more specific regulatory 
policies or overhaul the administra- 
tive machinery—without a_ thor- 
ough study of the whole broadcast- | 
ing picture was seen in political cir- 
cles this week. President Roose- | 
velt’s announcement that he is ‘thor- 
oughly dissatisfied’ with the way the 
FCC has been functioning has not 
only turned attention to the strife- 
ridden agency but has also revived | 
demands for a comprehensive airing 


of the industry’s needs, public de- 
sires, and control methods. 
Preliminary moves were made 


with unusual promptness last week 
after Roosevelt requested immedi- 
ate legislative action, but the out-/ 
look now is for considerable dis-| 
cussion and study before any results | 
become visible. 

The President’s plea—embodied in 
a letter (Varrety Jan. 25)—was sym- 
pathetically received but differences 
of opinion immediately cropped out 
concerning the way to reach the ob- | 
jective. Uncertainty also seemed to} 
exist in Roosevelt’s mind, inasmuch | 
as he placed emphasis at a press 
conference on the urgent need for 
clearer policies while his communi- 
cation stressed primarily the idea of 
carrying out ‘a satisfactory reorgan- 
ization’ of the regulatory unit. 

On the heels of the President’s 
letters to Senator Burton K. Wheel- 
er and Rep. Clarence F. Lea, chair- 
men of the Interstate commerce com- 
mittees, the following developments 
took place: 

1. Disclosure ‘that a special ad- 
visory committee has been survey- 
ing the situation secretly for sever- 
al months but. is in no position yet 
to present any recommendations for 
remedial action. 

2. Offer of complete cooperation 
from the NAB, with President Ne- 
ville Miller pleased at the request 
for policies ‘so clear that the new 
administrative body will have no 
difficulty in interpreting or admin- 
istering them.’ 

3. Introduction of a sharply-word- 
ed resolution—far broader than any 
ever presented before—calling for 
a special House committee to delve 
int> the record of the FCC as well 
as into s-cial and economic phases 
of broadcasting and the industry’s 
conduct. 

4. Persistent rumors that the Pres- 
ident contemplates a full house- 
cleaning, with none of the present 
recu'ators continued in office after 
the legislative changes occur. 

5. Favorable action on the nomina- 
tion of Commissioner Norman S. 
Case to a seven-year term despite 
the plan to scrap the present set-up. 


McNinch Favors Three 
Regulators Instead of 7 


Substitution of a three-man Com- 
mission for the present group of 
seven bosses was urged on Senator 
Wheeler and Representative Lea last 
week by Chairman MecNinch within 














148-hours after the President’s letter 


| not disclosed, however, as the White 


| eral reasons, no matter how strong 


had come to light. What policy 
ideas the FCC whiperacker thinks 


weeaea 


should be embodied in the law were 


House favorite refused to make any 
statement going beyond the matter 
of reorganization. 

The President’s move appeared in 
the light of later disclosures to have 
been premature. Reportedly pre- 
cipitated by McNinch, who rushed 
to the White House in anger over 
the failure of the FCC’s own rules 
committee to consult him before re- 
leasing its lengthy report recom- 
mending new allocation policies and 
practices. 


Delay seemed inevitable for sev- 


the Chairman’s yen for haste. Sev- 
eral reasons for expecting Congress 
will take its time, among them a 
disagreement between Wheeler and 
Lea about how to tackle the chore, 
the political situation, and the more 
pressing business already on the fire. 
While the Senate committee chair- 
man is inclined to hurry, the leader 
of the House group showed no in- 
tention of sprinting. 


Agreement was reached by 
Wheeler and McNinch about the de- 
sirability of pruning the FCC, but 
Lea felt the best procedure was to 
move cautiously. Although the 
Chairman is impatient to have the 
agency sliced to three men, the 
House member was sure it will be 
imperative to hold hearings and 








voiced his belief that members of 
Congress will want to know all the 
reasons for making such a move. 
Furthermore, considerable time must 
pass before his group—now up to its 
ears in transportation legislation— 
can get around to communications. 
Wheeler said, however, he might in- 
troduce a bill this week, as soon as 
MeNinch submits a draft and he can 
study it in company with Senator 
Wallace E. White, Jr., of Maine, one 
of the co-authors of the original 
Radio Act. 


Corcoran-Cohen Looking 
Into Regulation History 


The policy side of the problem— 
which seemed uppermost in the 
President’s mind at his press con- 
ference late Tuesday (24)—apparent- 
ly cannot be tackled for some time. 
Brain-trust group, including Thomas 
Corcoran and Benjamin Cohen, has 
not finished a far-reaching survey 
which goes deeply into the past 
troubles of the Commish. Eventually 





they are expected to present a de- 
tailed report to the President, who 
probably will shoot it along to Con- 
gress for consideration in making 
substantive alterations in the statute. 

Disputes over the method of ap- 
proach already are developing. In 
the minds of many legislators, to ask 
for different administrative ma- 
chinery first is a case of putting the 
cart before the horse. In addition 
there have been expressions of won- 
der why a reorganization cannot be 





accomplished within the limits of 














HOT STOVE LEAGUERS 


the present law. Furthermore, there 
are conflicting opinions within the 
Corcoran-Cohen cirele, majority of 
whom favor a solution radically 
different from that advanced by 
McNinch. 


The idea in greatest favor with 
the brain-trusters unquestionably 
will complicate the work of getting 
any legislation to the White House. 
Principal feature of the scheme 
tentatively worked out and still be- 
ing discussed among the inner cir- 
cle calls for complete scrapping of 
the FCC and creation of a far dif- 
ferent regulatory machine. At pres- 
ent, these thinkers believe all ad- 
ministrative work—issuing licenses, 
promulgating technical standards, 
passing on applications, research, 
and checking on rates of wire com- 
munications—should be turned over 
to a novel bureau of the Commerce 
Department. The semi-judicial and 
legislative functions would be en- 
trusted to a separate policy-making 
board which would entertain appeals 
from the actions of the adminis- 
trator, who probably would be a new 
assistant secretary of commerce. 


Political Motives Sure 
To Be Scented by G.O.P. 


Any proposal of this sort is sure 
to cause controversy. It is pat- 
terned after the general recommen- 
dations of the committee which 
framed the government reorganiza- 
tion program that Congress wouldn’t 
swallow last year. Even the pre- 
liminary disclosures have stirred up 
opposition already with Republicans 
taking the view the brain-trusters 
want to grab more power and are 
trying to put radio more completely 
under Roosevelt’s thumb in antici- 
pation of the 1940 Presidential elec- 
tion. Industry observers who heard 
about such a possibility were hos- 
tile, fearing the result will be virtual 
dictation and more, not less, po- 
litical influence. 


With MecNinch no hero in many 
parts of the Capitol, his scheme can 
hardly get through without close 
ogling. Mention already has been 
made of the fact that he has put 
over two different reorganizations— 
first abolishing the three-man radio, 
telephone, and telegraph divisions 
and later wiping out the examining 
department—without fixing things to 
suit him. Some observers think the 
Commish now is violating the law, 
which contemplates the agency will 
‘divide the members thereof into not 
more than three divisions.’ 


The slant taken by Wheeler is that 
a smaller body will work more har- 
moniously and with greater speed, 
particularly if it delegates detailed 
tasks and routine work to competent 
subordinates. But except for the 
difference in numbers, such a solu- 
tion would be more or less a mat- 
ter of going back to the setup that 
MeNinch felt it was necessary to 
wipe out within a few weeks after 
he took the helm, 

MecNinch has expressed the gen- 
eralized thought the law should be 
more precise, but he never has seen 
fit to state in what connection. The 
President wants Congress to give 
the regulators some rigid yardsticks 
but he is leaving up to Congress the 
exact nature. 


More Power to Existing 


Ownership Draws Frown 


Idea which the brain-trusters feel 
ought to be concisely stated in the 
act is that the regulators shall not 
take any action or adopt any policy 
which would tend toward further 
concentration of power and owner- 
ship in the broadcasting field. De- 
sire is to prohibit newspapers, net- 
works and proprietors of more than 
one station from acquiring any ad- 
ditional outlets in order to put 
meaning into the anti-monopoly 
declaration now embodied in the 
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Horror in Mimeograph 


Washington, Jan. 31. 

Newfangled ideas of the FCC 
in mimeographing decisions, ap- 
plications and other data from 
the docket section, short-cir- 
cuited last week to produce most 
confusing document yet released. 

Always sloppy about punctua- 
tion, paragraphing and general 
makeup, mimeograph section 
turned out a 17-page muddle in 
which a list of applications set 
for hearing skipped from page 
2 to page 15, where it was con- 
tinued without any identification 
as to the type of action. Inter- 
vening pages were filled with a 
scramble of license renewals 
which were split up into two 
parts, one of which was headed 
‘hearing docket.’ Usual batch of 
‘temporary’ renewels—dated for 
the regular sixmonth period— 
reappeared, but in a new form 
with the nature of the applica- 
tion buried in the text. 








become an open forum for both mud- 
slingers and sincere critics. Lea said 
he is aware of reports the FCC has 
been filled with strife and dissen- 
tion but also indicated he cannot see 
how fewer persons can handle the 
load. 


While McNinch is playing a lead- 
ing role, his standing in the Admin- 
istration is a matter of speculation. 
At the Capitol, he made a distinctly 
unfavorable impression on members 
of the House Appropriations Com- 
mission a week ago—so bad, it is 
said, that one Democrat promptly 
telephoned President Roosevelt that 
he cannot longer defend the agency 
and that he feels McNinch has fallen 
down on the job—and there are re- 
curring rumors he has lost caste at 
the White House. While the latter 
are difficult to reconcile with Roose- 
velt’s actions, listeners kept hearing 
the President does not plan to keep 
McNinch at the helm much longer. 
In some quarters, it is felt, Roose- 
velt in asking Congress to tackle the 
matter of improving the FCC sought 
to get rid of a difficult delemma., 

Whether other members of the 
Commish will sit back and allow 
MecNinch to reorganize them out of 
their jobs is doubtful: Before any 
final draft of legislation is agreed 
upon, some of them, at least, are ex- 
pected to do some talking about what 
has happened behind the scenes. If 
they do not want to take the initia- 
tive, several lawmakers are ready 
to have themselves ‘invited’ to tes- 
tify and give their views as to what 
is wrong and the best remedies, ° 


Appropriations Bill Coming 
Up; Promises Fireworks 


Political situation at the Capitol is 
not encouraging for advocates of a 
quick house-cleaning. The day 
after the President’s request became 
known, Rep. Lawrence D. Connery, 
Massachusetts Democrat—he led the 
unsuccessful fight for an investiga- 
tion last spring—came out with a 
resolution which was a blistering in- 
dictment of the Commish and re- 
newed his demands for a top-to- 
bottom probe. In another week, the 
House will have before it the Inde- 
pendent Offices Appropriation Bill, 
which carries money for the FCC, 
and debate is sure to draw attention 
to the secret hearings at which sev- 
eral members subjected McNinch to 
a stern grilling, 


The newest Connery resolution 
hits an all-time high in criticism of 


——.» § 
the Commish. 
agitation, he pointed to the ‘numer. 
ous charges of inefficiency, neglect — 
and misuse of official power,’ spoke 
about ‘undenied allegations of cor. 
ruption of public officials, directly 
or indirectly, by individuals, com. 
panies, and cerporations,’ directed 
Congressional attention to Admin. 
istration ‘promises that the situation 
would be cleaned up by the Com. 
mission itself,’ brought up the ‘purge’ 
by charging that ‘an attempt has 
been made to destroy ail or a por- 
tion of the civil service status of 
employees,” and warned that the 
present chain-monopoly investiga. 
tion ‘if ever completed is expected 
to result in a whitewash of very se- 
rious charges.’ 
In addition ts these reasons Con. 
nery and Rep. Richard B. Wizgzgles- 
worth, Bay State Republican who 
has been the most relentless FCC 
critic, repeated last year’s reasons 
for an inquiry. Wigglesworth. a 
member of the Appropriations unit 
which quizzed the Commish mem- 
bers a week ago, reintroduced the 
resolution originally written by Sen- 
ator White in an attempt to bring 
about a dispassionate fact-finding 
study to see about rewriting the law. 


F.D.R.’s Annoyance Is 
Pleasant to Connery 


President’s confession he is dis- 
gusted with FCC conditions was en- 
couragement to Connery. Request 
for overhauling ‘is a strong endorse- 
ment of my continued demand for a 
Congressional investigation of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and their promotion of a radio 
monopoly,” he said, although regret- 
ting ‘the President did not elaborate 
on the trafficking in licenses nor the 
sale of radio properties for huge 
sums of money for the benefit of a 
few radio racketeers.’ 


Regardless of what is in mind or 
in prospect, Governor Case received 
formal pat on the back from the Sen- 
ate Interstate Commerce Committee 
Friday (27). Without conducting the 
anticipated hearings, the group rec- 
ommended that his nomination be 
confirmed even though he may be 
marked for replacement and reput- 
edly is on MeNinch’s blacklist, Sen- 
ator Wheeler gave up the idea of 
quizzing Case after the President 
brought matters to a. head with his 
letters. 


ANNOUNCER LOSES 
TULSA LIBEL CASE 


9 Tulsa, Okla., Jan. 31. 

Jury in Judge Harry Halley’s dis- 
trict court here rendered an unani- 
mous verdict to the World Publish- 
ing Co., which had been sued for 
$7,500 damages in a libel action 
brought by John W. Harrison, for- 
mer Tulsa radio announcer, now un- 
employed. 

Action resulted from the erroneous 
identification of a John A, Harrison, 
arrested for drunken driving, as & 
radio announcer, 


Patsy Kelly Signed 


Patsy Kelly replaces Honey Chile 
(Patricia Wilder) on the Bob Hope- 
Pepsodent show (NBC), starting 
with this Tuesday’s (7) broadcast, 
It’s a 13-week assignment. 

The comedienne has done several 
guest appearances on the series 














within recent weeks. 





LOOK reveals 
the facts of RADIO 








Recalling last year’s Fh 











ARE HOT SALES PROSPECTS! 


New Yorkers are sports fans — and buyers of 
merchandise! That's why WHN's up-to-the-minute 
program of sports news, gossip, and guest ce- 
lebrities, directed by populor DICK FISHELL, is 
a great bet for your product. Here is a sports 
resume thot has a following...on the air nightly 
at 6:45 p.m. Write or wire for details, 


WV) 1010 


SALES 
COWARD PERRY 8 COL eS 


1934 act. They are searching for a 
way to express their feeling that 
profits in station sales should be lim- 
ited rigidly, and are hostile to the 
idea of superpower. Also think 
more vigorous supervision neces- 
sary over the rate structure of tele- 
phone, telegraph, cable and point-to- 
point carriers. 

Any move in the House to amend 
the law is virtually certain to blow 
the lid off the FCC. Animosity tow- 
ard the Commish is deeper-rooted in 
the junior chamber, which last year 
heard repeated criticism of the reg- 
ulators and the industry. If Lea 
goes ahead with his determination 
to hold hearings, the sessions will 





CENSORSHIP 


FUEL government censorship ef radic is the aim of thirty congressmen 

whe will try to push bills through during the present session, declares 

the newest issue of LOOK MAGAZINE. Ewerybody in radio should read 

this vital article, which alse presents the facts of censorship incidents in 

connection with Father Coughlin, Walter Winchell, Fred Allen, General 

Johnson, W. C. Fields, Jimmie Fidler, Tommy Dorsey, Mac West, Alexander 
Woollcott and others. Ask the nearest newsdealer for the latest 


LOOK MAGAZINE sowis- 
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Regulating Specialists oan 








Washington, Jan. 31. 


Special kitchen cabinet advising President Roosevelt on communica- 
tions problems has a distinct regulate-to-the-hilt tinge. Group includes: 
Frank Murphy, attorney-general; Robert Jackson, solicitor general 
and former head of the anti-trust division; Frank R. McNinch, FCC 
- chairman’ Thomas Corcoran and Benjamin Cohen, members of the 

prain-trust and unofficial White House secretariat. 
In company with Senator Burton K, Wheeler, chairman of the Senate 


Interstate Commerce Committee, and 


supposedly other solons not 


identified, President had a serious chat about the matter last Sunday 


night with some of the group. 











CHURCH ASKS AUDIT 
OF KFXR’S LAST YEARS 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

Ghost of old KFXR isn’t buried 
yet. Up in district court here has 
popped a suit on behalf of the Ex- 
change Avenue Baptist Church, ask- 
ing that B. C. Thomason, former op- 
erator of KFXR, produce books on 
expenses and net income of the sta- 
tion during the three years it was 
under his management, ending in 
May 30, 1938. 

Church insists that Thomason has 
not paid it 10% of the net income as 
agreed under the lease, and hasn’t 
shown audits or statements of the 
expenses and income. 

KFXR was, before being sold to 
the Plaza Court Broadcasting Co., 
which changed its call letters to 
KOCY, had the highest percentage 
of corn, high-pressure gospel and 
mediocre talent of any in the south- 
west. 


Snedden Weir Off WOKO; 


Joins Music Conservatory 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 31. 

Snedden Weir, for several years 
studio manager of WOKO and more 
recently director of its Troy studio, 
resigned to join the faculty of Mor- 
tis-Hummel Conservatory of Music 
in Albany. A baritone and one-time 
member of Roxy’s Gang, he had 
broadcast over New York City key 
stations before coming to Albany 
with transfer of WOKO in 1931. 

His wife, Betty Roberge Weir, 
former WOKO pianist, teaches at the 
Conservatory. 


Staff Shifts at WDAP 


Kansas City, Jan. 31. 

WDAF has Guy Runnion as an- 
nouncer. Formerly with WIBW, 
Topeka. 

Don Paul, member of the WDAF 
staff past three years, has resigned, 
going to Denver. 

John Gaunt has been assigned to 
the Music Box Revue program daily, 
subbing for Gene Crum, who has 
handled broadcasts from _ the 
Muehlebach hotel. Crum has taken 
leave of absence for trip to Cali- 
fornia, 

Dean Fitzer, station boss, has can- 
celled an intended vacation and rest 
cure to Florida. Following a siege 
of strep throat, station manager was 
ordered to sunnier climes, but rapid 
recovery keeps him in K. C. 

At KCMO John Harrison has 
taken a position in dual capacity of 
announcer and vocalist, bringing an- 


nouncing staff to membership of 
five, 


DUCHIN B’CASTS FROM TOUR 
For the next 12 weeks the Eddy 
Duchin-Pall Mall show emanates 
from out of town due to a theatre tour 
for which Duchin had been com- 
mitted. Duchin opens in Detroit 
this week with Pittsburgh to follow. 
Morton Downey, who recently 
joined Duchin on the program, will 
train out of New York each week to 
Perer city the program is to air 
m. 
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WFIL’s ‘Highlight’ 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Daily News here carries no high- 
light box on its radio page, so WFIL 
today began simulating one in paid 
space. Ad is set up to look just like 
similar boxes in other papers, but 
searcher for top programs finds noth- 
ing but those aired on WFIL. 

Box is carried on the radio page 
and is identified from news copy 
only by an agate ‘Adv.’ 








WOWO TAKES A BOW 


Ft. Wayne’s 142 Days Without Acci- 
dent Linked te Program 





Fort Wayne, Jan. 31. 

‘Hey! Mr. Motorist, WOWO’'s 
safety series, has been instrumental 
in improving Fort Wayne’s traffic 
record since the start of the series 
in August, 1937. The climax was 
reached recently when the city 
completed 142 days without a traf- 
fic fatality, exceeding by a great 
margin the previous national record 
held by Providence, R. I. 

Local police officials have ex- 
pressed appreciation for the coopera- 
tion of the station in the city’s safe- 
ty drive. 





Edith Perron Joins NBC 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

Shift in the NBC press department 
locally brings in Edith Perron from 
the Howard Mayer indie press of- 
fices. 

Appointment made by p.a. chief- 
tain Bill Ray to replace vacancy 
caused by scram of Marge Kerr to 


| New York to join the Fizdale outfit. 


STATION SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, Ideas) 





‘Convention’ By Radio 
Providence. 
An all-radio convention originating 
in the studios of WPRO is being 
organized by Steve Willis, station 
manager. Over a period of years 
the Rhode Island Department of 





Agriculiure has held conventions and 
{conferences which have drawn dairy- 


|men, cattlemen and farmers from all | 
In recent years | 


|parts of the State. 
\there has been a diminishing re- 
sponse and last year radio was used 
to broadcast some of the proceedings. 


Instantaneous favorable comment 
on the procedure brought about a 
change in plans and this year an all- 
radio conference has been arranged. 
All delegates and other members of 
the Association will be sent a com- 
plete radio program. 

Two broadcasts per day, each 
varying between 15 to 45 minutes 
for a period of seven days, will com- 
pose the convention program. Talks 
are scheduled by Gov. William H. 
Vanderbilt, who is considered one of 











the State’s most successful farmers; 
dairymen, cattlemen, fruit growers, 
bee-keepers, farm women, Granges 
and 4-H Clubs. 


Roaring Forties 

Los Angeles. 
Jobs for those of middle age is the 
purpose of ‘Are We Through at 40?’ 
airing over KEHE, Frank Johnsva 
hatched the idea and presides at the 
half-hour broadcasts. You’ve got to 

be over 40 to get on the program. 








Nut Stuff at WOWO 
Ft. Wayne. 

WOWO’'s billboard, featuring the 
nut stuff of John Hackett, station’s 
chief sports gabber, has become top 
mail puller. Typical stunt is a 
weekly interview with Filbert the 
Fly, staged by playing a 33 1-3 r.p.m. 
transcription at 78 r.p.m. The re- 
sult—a solemn Memorial Day speech 
becomes a tirade in super-soprano, 
absolutely unintelligible and ur.c- 
countable clever. 
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sl Today, WLW Originates 200% More Network Programs 
than in 


WE THINK this is significant because it proves that 
more and more national advertisers are turning to 
the Nation’s Station for aetwork originations at 
decidedly lower costs. Great network shows such as 
“Peter Grant’s Sunday Evening News Review” for 
Boscul Coffee, “Plantation Party” for Bugler Smok- 
ing Tobacco, “Avalon Time” for Avalon Cigarettes, 
“True Detective Mysteries” for Listerine, and “Vo- 
cal Varieties” for Tums are the result of careful 


planning, judicious selection of talent and PRO- 
DUCTION as found only at The Nation’s Station. 


If you are planning a radio campaign whether 


NETWORK PROGRAMS 


INCLUDE... 


Tums, Ballard & Ballard, 
Acme White Lead and Color 
Works, Bugler Smoking 
Tobacco, Big Ben Smoking 
Tobacco, Boscul Coffee, 
Listerine, Avaion Cigarettes. 


ONLY 


national or regional , . . learn just how much WLW 
can offer at decidedly lower production costs. 


WINNER OF 
Ems A? 


AVATAR 


SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS 
FOR PROGRAM ORIGINATIONS 


1936 


1938 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 








ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR A 
"SPOT PROGRAM 
IN BALTIMORE? 


Here are 4 surefire “hit 
shows’ available for 
sponsorship on WFBR 


“FU MANCHU” 
6.45 to 7 p.m., Mon., Wed., Fri. 
A thrilling transcribed show of 
the adventures of one of the most 
famous characters of current 
magazine literature. 39 thrilling 
15 minute episodes. A tremen- 
dous -audience awaits this show. 
Numerous tie-ins and publicity 
devices available. Transcription 
cost $35 per program. 


“PARADE OF YOUTH” 
7.30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday 


A program. of, for and by 
YOUTH. Through the coopera- 
tion of the Baltimore YMCA, 
their membership of 1500 boys 
is available as a nucleus for this 
broadcast. Brent Gunts, master 
of ceremonies, puts on a fast- 
moving, entertaining 1 hour 
show. Music by Joseph Imbro- 
gulio’s NBC orchestra. Talent 
cost: $100 per broadcast, includ- 
ing music, 


““SMILE-A-MINUTE” 
LIMERICKS 

5 minutes --day or night time 
A snappy 5 minute show based 
on a series of nonsensical lim- 
ericks—all original—with piano 
accompaniment. Climaxed by 
unfinished limerick with prizes 
for best last line. Pulled 2,026 
pieces of mail in 19 broadcasts. 
Talent cost per program $15, (5 
weekly for $50) prizes extra. 


““SONG-MAKERS” 

15 minutes, day time 
15 minute program with pianist 
and vocalist who are also well- 
known composers, actually com- 
posing original songs on the air. 
During each program, words and 
music of a song are written 
around the best title submitted by 
listeners.. Prizes are given for 
best titles. Talent cost: $50 per 
broadcast, prizes extra. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washingeon, Jan. 31. 
North Carolina: (i) New smallie for Goldsboro last week 
received Commish okay, when it was developed that needa 
for additional service existed in the tobacco and cotton- 
growing community. Request for 1370 ke with 100 watts 
was made by the Eastern Carolina Broadcasting Co., with 
eight residents of the town, headed by A. T. Hawkins, form- 


ing the board of directors. Deal will give Jonas Weiland, 
owner of WFTC, Kinston, 30 shares of the authorized capital 
stock of 250 shares common with a par value of $100 per 
share. 

Goldsboro and surrounding Wayne County described as 
‘growing community’ by FCC Commissioners, who pointed 


to an increase of 10,000 in the population of the county from 
1920 to 1930 and a boost of nearly 4,000 in the town during 


the same period. Retail trade in Goldsboro also has grown 
to a point where the proposed transmitter could be self- 
supporting. No primary service in the town at present, 
Commish declared. 

With $14,369 im the treasury, corporation is in a position 
to start construction, it was found. Estimated cost of the 


station was placed at $10,370. 

Applicant was represented by Arthur W. Scharfeld, Philip 
G. Loucks and Joseph F. Zias. 

(2) Plea of WMFD, Wilmington, for operation nights as 
well as days and a daytime power boost from 100 to 260 
watts granted by the Commish, in order that the transmitter 
may serve a more extensive erea than before ‘except possibly 
in the direction of Goldsboro.’ 

Daytime smallie, which has been getting by with an an- 
nual net profit of $1,423 could raise its monthly revenues 
$1,500 per month—partly through an increase in advertising 
rates and partly through new night accounts. Operating ex- 


penses would be raised approximately $225 monthly, and 
estimated cost of proposed improvements was set at $3,500. 
Station is in good financial condition, Commish found, with 


assets of $8,387 and no Hiabilities. 
Austin Dunlea, applicant, 
the WMFD bankroll. 

Granting of the application 


Personal assets of Richard 
were set at $20,547—-apart from 


involves interference from a 
new station at Goldsboro (see above) to WMFD’s approxi- 
mate 1.3 millivolt per meter contour, daytimes, and the 
Goldsboro station is expected to receive interference to its 
approximate 1.4 millivolt per meter contour during the 
same hours. Interference would fall in an elliptical shape, 
limiting WMFD in the direction of Goldsboro to a distance 
of approximately 14 miles, Commish admitted, but through 
the increase in day power the station will be able to serve 
approximately the same area which it now covers. 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared for applicant. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, granted extension of tempo- 
rary license to March 1, pending action on regular renewal 
application. 

Arizona: KUMA, Albert H. Schermann, Yuma, granted 


extension of temporary license to March 1, pending de- 
termination upon pending application for renewal. 


Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce, 
Hot Springs National Park, granted extensio” f special ex- 
perimental authority to operate on 1060 kr with 10 kw, 


simultaneously with WBAL, Baltimore, from t a.m. to local 
sunset, suspend until 8 p.m. and limited time from then until 
midnight, for the period ending Aug. 1. 

California: KTRB, Thomas R. McTammany and William 
H. Bates, Jr., Modesto, granted license on temporary license 
only (although from Feb. 1 to Aug. 1 was specified) pending 
action on renewal application. 

Connecticut: WTIC, Hartford, granted extension of special 
experimental authority to operate simul**neously with 
KRLD, Dallas, Tex., on 1040 ke with 60 kw, to Aug. 1. 

Illinois: WMAQ (NBC), Chicago, granted temporary 
license subject to Commish action on pending renewal license 
and on application of University of Wisconsin (WHA) for 
construction permit. For period no longer than Aug. 1; 
WAAF, Corn Belt Publishers, Inc., Chicago, granted petition 
for leave to amend the application for consent to transfer 
eontrol of station to Ralph W. Dawson, transferee. 

Maryland: WBAL, Baltimore, granted exteasion of special 
experimental authority to operate simultaneously with KTHS, 
Hot Springs, Ark., on 1060 ke with 10 kw, from 6 a.m. to 
local sunset at Hot Springs, and from then to 9 p.m., EST, 
and to operate synchronously with WJZ, New York, on 760 
ke with 2% kw, using directional antenna after 9 p.m., to 
Aug. 1. t 

Massachusetts: WIXOK, Yankee Network, In¢., Boston, 
granted application for reinstatement of a construction per- 
mit as modified for new fixed relay broadcast station on 
an experimental basfs; frequencies 130000, 135000, 140000 and 
145000. ke, subject to change without. prior notice, 250 watts 
to be used to relay high fidelity programs using frequency 
modulation from a site in Boston for a new multiplex broad- 
east service to be transmitted from a 59 kw experimental 
high frequency broadcast station located at Paxton. 

Michigan: WHULS, Harmon LeRoy Stevens and Herman 
LeRoy Stevens, doing business as the Port Huron Broad- 
casting Co., Port Huron, granted extension of license on a 
temporary basis only, in no event longer than March 1, 

Nebraska: WdJAG, Norfolk Daily News, Norfolk, present 


license extended temporarily te Aug. 1, pending Commish 
action on regular renewal. 
New York: W2XAF, General Electric Co., Schenectady, 


granted addition of frequencies 6190 and 21590 ke to present 
assignment of (530 ke, on temporary. basis only; WESG, 
Cornell University, Elmira, granted extension of special ex- 
perimental authority to opverate on 850 ke with 1 kw, from 
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daylight to sunset at New Orleans, to Aug. 1 (also granted 
renewal of license on a ‘temporary’ basis to Aug. 1). 
Ohie: Crosley Corp., Cincinnati, granted license for new 
facsimile broadcast station on an experimental basis under 
the provisions of Rules 980-987 and 1040-1045 to operate on 
frequency 26000 kc on an experimental basis only condi- 
tionally, 1 kw; WHKC, Associated Radiocasting Corp., Co- 
lumbus,* granted temporary extension of license to Aug. 1, 
pending action on regular renewal application and on appli- 
cation of WKBN for modification of license; WLW, Crosley 


Corp., Cincinnati, granted extension of special experimental 
authorization to operate with 500 ke, using directional 
antenna nights, temporarily only pending action on WLW’s 
renewal application. 

Oregon: KWJJ, Portland, granted extension of special 
temporary authority to operate on 1040 kc, limited time, and 
resume operation from 9$ p.m. to 3 a.m., PST, to Aug. 1 
(also granted extension of license on temporary basis to 
Aug. 1). 

South Dakota: KUSD, University of South Dakota, Ver- 
million, granted further extension of license to March 1, 
pending determination on application for regular renewal. 

Tennessee: \WAPO, W. A. Patterson, Chattanooga, further 


temporary extension of license to March 1, pending action 
on regular renewal application; WREC, WREC, Inc., Memphis, 
granted voluntary assignment of license from WREC, Inc., 
to Hoyt B. Wooten, doing business as WREC Broadcasting 
Service. 

Virginia: WGH, Newport News, granted petition to re- 
consider and grant without hearing application for consent 
to transfer control of corporation from James W. Baldwin 
to the Daily Press, Inc. 

Washington: KVOS, Bellingham, license further extended 
on temporary basis only, pending action on renewal ap- 
plication and that of Bellingham Broadcasting Co., Inc., for 


construction permit. 

Alabama: WHMA, Harry M. Ayers, Anniston, tncrease 
time of operation from 100 watts days to 100 watts un- 
limited. 

Arizona: M. C. Reese, Phoenix, new station to be operated 


on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 
California: KFVD, Standard Broadcasting Co., 
Angeles, change power and time of 
limited to 600 watts nights, 1 kw days. 
the Commish.) 
Florida: WMBR, Jacksonville, change frequency from 1370 
to 1120 ke and boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 


Inc., Los 
operation from 1 kw 
(To be heard before 


days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, using directional 
antenna nights, 
Kansas: W. B. Greenwald, Topeka, new station to be 


operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days; 
WTSW, Emporia Broadcasting Co., Inc., Emporia, increase 
time of operation from days to unlimited, with 100 watts. 

Massachusetts: CC. T. Sherer Co., Inc., Worcester, new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

North Carolina: Cabarrus Broadcasting Co., Concord, new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

North Dakota: KOVC, Valley City, change frequency from 
1500 to 1340 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 259 
watts days, to 500 kw nights, 1 kw days. 

Texas: KPLT, Paris, increase power and time of operation 
from 250 watts days only to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days; KRBA, Red Lands Broadcasting Association, Lufkin, 
jump day power from 160 to 250 watts. 


Vermont: WQDM, St. Albans, change time of operation 
from days only to daytimes until local sunset at WHK, 
Cleveland. 

Washington: Bellingham Broadcasting Co., Inc., Belling- 


ham, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days (requests facilities of KVOS, Belling- 
ham). 


Wisconsin: WdJMS, Ashland, construction permit already 
in hearing docket, amended to request operation on 1370 
ke with 100 watts; WEAU, Central Broadcasting Co., Eau 


Claire, boost power from 1 to 5 kw 
of possible interference with 
winter months). 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alaska: KINY, Edwin A. Kraft, 
from 250 watts to 1 kw 
to 740 ke, 

New York: General Electric Co., Schenectady, 
experimental broadcast station on 40300, 41200, 
41800 ke, with 50 watts (superseding application 
41800 ke with 50 watts). 

Tennessee: WkXA, National Life and Accident Insurance 
Co., Inc., Nashville, requesting 26150 ke instead of present 
authorized frequencies; WSM, National Life and Accident 
Insurance Co., Nashville, extension of special experimental 
authorization to operate a facsimile station from 12 mid- 
night to 6 a.m., CST, on 650 ke with 50 kw. 

Texas: KRBC, Reporter Broadcasting Co., Abilene, in- 
crease night power from 100 to 250 watts; KONO, Mission 
Broadcasting Co., San Antonio, change hours of operation 
from sharing with KMAC, San Antonio (contingent on KMAC 
being granted new frequency); Brown County Broadcasting 


(set for hearing because 
Canadian station CBM during 


Juneau, increase power 
and change frequency from 1430 


new relay 
41600 and 
requesting 


Co., Brownwood, new daytime station to be operated ‘on 
990 ke with 1 kw. 
Virginia: Patrick Henry Broadcasting Co., ‘Martinsville, 


new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 





Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 


Roger Baker, with WGR, Buffalo, 
for the past several years, was sig- 
natured today (Tuesday) to succeed 
Red Barber on WSAT as announcer 
of the Reds’ National League ball 
games. 

Jim Shouse, g.m. of the Crosley 


-Y | Dubuque 
stations, closed the Baker deal via 


BAKER IN BARBER’S = (7 — ; 
lees WSAI | Washington Lobby | 


Washington, Jan. 31. 
Novel approach to the problem of 
broadcast regulation was taken re- 
cently by the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals in reversing the 
FCC decision under which the 
(Ia.) Telegraph Herald 


oral arguments before any final con- 
sideration was given the recom- 
mendations. 





Another phase of Justice Miller’s 
decision that held deep interest for 
radio lawyers was his discussion of 
WKBB complaint the Commish was 
influenced by unpublished memo- 
randa from its staff. If any peeved 
applicant can prove the secret 
recommendations played part in the 
final decision, he can get a reversal 
under the principle set forth in the 


phone. Barber, who had aired the 
Reds’ games since 1934, recently 
signed with General Mills to intro- 
duce big league broadcasting in 
New York this season. 





Web Engineers Install 


Clipper’s Transmitter 
Seattle, Jan. 31. 

C. J. Houldson, CBS engineer from 
New York, now here installing a 
special 100 watt transmitter in the 
Pan American Clipper for the pro- 
posed trans-Atlantic service. He has 
been on the ground since Jan. 14, 
but has been unable to get to his 
work in the ship because of the 
many test flights and experimenting 
by the airplane people. 

James Hatfield, KIRO chief en- 
gineer, is assisting in the installation. 
NBC also has a man on the ground 
and it is understood that both nets 





will work on a share-alike basis. 














won permit to build a transmitter. 
Semi public utility angle used by 
Justice Justin Miller. While Con- 
gress hasn’t touched the matter of 
station rates, radio involves the pub- 
lic interest in such a manner that 
the Commish must consider the eco- 
nomic effects of competition, he said. 


Efforts of the three-man rules 
committee to prevent repetition of 
the leaks which characterized 
presentation of its report on WLW’s 
superpower application caused more 
FCC strife. Trio enjoined the 
mimeographing force not to’ reveal 
what they were stenciling and or- 
dered the document to be released’ 
as soon as it was reproduced. Re- 





membering how many lobbyists and 
lawyers had inside tips last October | 
on the WLW findings, Chairman | 
MecNinch promptly went through the | 
roof, though the committee had in- | 
formed all parties they would be en- | 
titled to siudy the report, file ex- | 
ceptions, and ask leave to present 


decision. Justice Miller said while 
administrative officiency may justify 
consultation, an order would be void 
if based on facts not in the visible 
record. Every applicant is entitled 
to an open hearing and star cham- 
ber proceedings are indefensible, he 
remarked. 
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WLW EQUIPMENT 
GETS GOING-OVER 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

Several improvements have been 
mapped out for the Crosley radio 
properties. These include the build. 
ing of two new 50,000-watt transmit. 
ters for the short wave station, 
W8XAL, and perfection of W8XNU, 
ultra-high frequency station, which 
is now operating on an experimental] 
basis. Latter has a regular sched. 
ule of daily broadcasts, running from 
8 a. m. to 1 a. m., and consisting 
largely of network sustainers not 
available to local audiences through 
other Cincy outlets. 

Crosley’s technical supervisor, R, 
James Rockwell, declared last week 
that WLW has just completed a two- 
year program to make the station an 
ultra-modern high fidelity sound- 
caster. Not only is its efficiency con- 
siderably beyond the FCC standards 
but the possibility of a broadcast be- 
ing interrupted is only 1/12 as great 
as previously, due to the addition of 
elaborate automatic switching equip- 
ment, 








Symons’ Irksome Imitator 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 31. 

To add to the troubles of Thomas 
W. Symons, owner of KXL, a click 
check artist has been forging his 
name around the burg. He special- 
izes in hotels and apartments for 
victims. The forger rents a room, 
pays by check bearing Symons’ 
name, and gets $15-$20 in change. 
Then he disappears. 

There have been 18 such cases re- 
ported. 





———— 


It Speaks 
Their 


Language 


CKAC 


MONTREAL 

















1. Every salesman 
knows that the 
best way to sell 
goods is to talk 
in the custom- 
ers’ language. 


Three-fourths of 
your customers 
in Montreal 
speak French. 


CKAC speaks 
French. 





Canada's 
Busiest 
Siation 
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Sales are soaring while I'm dipping. We're on WRC. 


























en 
dio 
Ide 
iit. 


on, 
VU, 
ich 
ital 
ed. 
om 
ing 
not 
igh 


eek 
NO- 

an 
nd- 
on- 
rds 
be- 
‘eat 
1 of 
1ip- 








he 








Wednesday, February 1, 1939 


VARIETY 





—— 











Itis February 1, 1929...at NBC 
Headquarters in New York a 
young announcer, with more 
than a trace of excitement in 
his voice, speaks to the audi- 
ence of the 30-station NBC Net- 
work: “NBC today brings you 
a surprise...a programjcoming 
to you by short wave direct 
from England!” 


Following this startling announce- 
ment, listeners of ten years ago were 
amazed to hear part of a symphony 
concert coming into their homes right 
from London’s famous Queen’s Hall, 
via BBC Station 5SW, Chelmsford, 
England. It was a great event—her- 
alded by newspapers from Maine to 
Mexico as an outstanding achieve- 


National Broadcasting Company 


ment. Millions spoke of it in awed 
tones. It was NEWS! 

But the news of a decade ago has 
become the nation’s news servant of 
today. For since that first short wave 
broadcast of 1929—covering 3300 
miles— NBC has brought listeners 
on-the-spot short wave broadcasts 
in ever-increasing number (556 of 
them in 1938)—and from such far- 
away lands as Kenya, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Russia, Greenland, Australia, Canton 
Island, and countless others. As many 
as 9800 miles have been spanned 
by radio. 

NBC takes pride in the great pub- 
lic service its short wave pick-ups per- 
form. For this is another of its many 
services that make life as we know it 
today fuller, happier, and more thor- 
oughly informative than ever before! 





THE WORLD’S GREATEST BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 





Ten Years Ago Short Wave was 


a ..- Loday it Sills News 


ae OT 
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NBC Short Wave Pick-ups Write History 
in the Skies! 






© National Geographic Society, 1987 

ADVENTURE... in 1937, one of the historic NBC short wave 

— came from the distant South Seas, where in tropic 

eat NBC painted a 15-minute word picture of the longest 
total eclipse in 1200 years. 













oa oy j i 5 alge Be 
THRILLS . . . last year NBC t a thrill to millions, when, 
for = ~~ time ; omen, Arabe and ay sie — 
cast from the base of the Gizeh Pyramid in t—an m 
within the tomb of Cheops, 


oe 







ka 


NEWS... . in 1938 when Europe tottered on the brink of world- 
wide catastrophe, NBC brought listeners the news as it hap- 
pened, through eye-witness, first-hand accounts — keeping 
Americans better informed about vonditions “over there” than 
the Europeans themselves. 


ENTERTAINMENT. .. only recently, Charles Laughton and 
Elsa Lanchester... stars of the Paramount Picture, “The 
Beachcomber”. . . were separated by the Atlantic Ocean. But 
with one in NBC’s New York studios and the other in London 
—they enacted scenes from their picture on the “Magic Key 
of RCA”—without a flaw! 
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Fulton Lewis, Jr., Reopens Fight 


For Radio 


Admish to Capitol 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Radio’s right of admission to ed, 
U. S. Capitol may be laid before the | 
Senate Rules Committee, said to be 


veering toward lower barriers. Hot 
potato currently is worrying the 
standing committee of corre- 


spondents who administer the press 
galleries and in the past have kept | 
microphone reporters on the outside. | 

Initial session of the new corre- 
spondents’ committee to pass on raft | 
of membership papers last week | 
found the five scribes ducking the | 
petition of an ex-colleague, Fulton | 
Lewis, Jr., now commentating for | 
WOL and the Mutual web. All of | 
the pencil pushers were unwilling | 
to take a definite stand, with most 
of them reported embarrassed by the | 
logic used by Lewis in backing up | 











SUT THE 


RHAPSODY IM BLUE 


Fevorite of the 
Southland 


PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


* and his 
All-American Band 
Feb. 6th—Cotillion Club, 





Savannah, Ga. 
Feb. %Ith—Gasparilla Ball, 
Feb. 
Tampa, Fila. 
%th—University of Fierida, 
Jacksonrille, Fla. 
‘Broadcasting for 


Tampa, Fia. 
Feb. 
Gainesville, Fila. 
CHESTERFIELD 


8th—Gasparilla Hall, 
Feb. 10th-—‘‘Ye Mystic Revelers,” 
TBS Coast-te-Coast, Wed. 8:30 p.m. 


“ARTISTS 


his request. 
feared. 


Publisher pressure is 





If his former pals insist on the} 
| tradition that only reporters for} Park bankrolled such programs over 


newspapers and wire services merit | 
use of the galleries, Lewis plans to | 
lay the issue before the Rules Com- | 
mittee, which includes two pub- 
lishers, Senators Harry Flood Byrd 


{of Virginia and Arthur H, Vanden- | 


berg of Michigan. 
is disposed to give radio the same} 
privileges as the press. 

Taking high rank as a logician, 
Lewis in his application told the cor- 
respondents he has ‘studied care- | 
fully the rules’ and is in a position | 
‘to comply fully with all the pro- 
visions’ relating to eligibility. Only 
question is whether the corre- 
spondents appreciate ‘the broad and 
true purpose that Congress had in 
mind when the press gallery was 
established’ or adheres to the horse- 
and-buggy concept that only news- 
papers were ever intended to keep 
an eye on the legislative operations. 

‘It would be very simple to cir- 
cumvent this entire problem by 
merely assuming a newspaper con- 
nection, thus becoming eligible to 
the gallery on that score,’ Lewis 
wrote, ‘but I feel that is mere eva- 
sion of a question which sooner or 
later must be met squarely and 
honestly.’ 

Only matter that must be seitied, 
he added, is whether radio legmen 
are to have the same facilities as 
press gatherers. No thought that all 
newscasters who read bulletins ob- 
tained from a regular news service 
should be admitted. Lewis em- 
phasized that he gathers his own 
facts in exactly the same way he 

ed to while working for the Hearst 
wire services. Committee was asked 
to determine: 


1. Whether the press gallery ‘was 
set up as a facility of free and honest 





government, to keep the American 
people informed on the develop- 
ments of their servants in Congress.’ 

2. Whether the printing business 
received ‘an exclusive charter’ and 
a perpetual monopoly, regardless of 


later developments in methods of 








carrying news to the public. 
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SOUTH WITH TEAMS 


St. Leuis Sperteasters Fellew Ball 
Players te Camps 








St. Louis, Jan. 31. 
Hyde Park Brewing Co. has signed 
a contract with KWK for sponsor- 
ship of baseball training camp activ- 
ities of the Cardinals and Browns 
and is dickering with KMOX for a 
like sponsorship. Last year Hyde 


both stations. John O’Hara and Ray 
Schmidt will make southern jaunt 
late next month while KMOX will 


send France Laux and Charles Cas- | 


per for a similar stint. 
Laux and Casper will 


field activities and pipe them to 


gram. Following the training 
O’Hara and Schmidt will team 
in the pre-game, play-by-play and 
post-game broadcasts from Sports- 
man’s Park, home of both clubs, and 
Laux and Casper will do likewise 
for KMOX. Casper was p.a. for the 
Browns before joining KMOX. 


FRISCO NBC COPS A 
COUPLE FROM RIVAL 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Shifting back to the Coast NBC- 
Red network after a stretch on the 
Columbia web, the Cardinet Candy 
quarter-hour ‘Night Editor’ program 
with Hal Burdick as author-narrator 
begins a new series tonight from the 
local NBC studies. Show debuted 
in 1933 over NBC, and moved to 
CBS last September. Tomaschke- 
Elliott agency handles the account. 
Incidentally, agency also represents 
KSFO, local CBS outlet. 


KPO, NBC-Red key station here, 
gets another former KSFO program 
next Monday, Feb. 6, when the Hol- 
sum Bakery’s ‘Sidewalk Reporter’ 
half-hour programs shift to the 50,- 
000 watter, with Dean Maddux and 
Helen Morgan continuing as inter- 
viewers on the twice-weekly broad- 
casts. Account is serviced by Leon 
Livingston agency. 

Third new commercial program, 
‘Oh, Teacher,’ sponsored by Rough 
Rider Mfg. Co., bowed on KPO Fri- 
day (27), with Gene Clark conduct- 
ing a quiz type of show in which 
questions are asked by school pupils 
and answered by a group of teach- 
ers. Pupils get prizes of Rough 
Rider cords or slacks if teachers fail 
to answer correctly. Agency is Emil 
Brisacher and Staff. 


Philly Subs for Chi 
On Birthday B’cast 


Chicago portion of the President’s 
Birthday Ball broadcast Monday 
night (30) was cancelled because of 
the blizzard and a substitute session 
was ethered from Philadelphia. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Wayne Mor- 
ris and Fred Waring’s orchestra took 
part. Last minute switch was han- 
dled by Fredericka Millet, radio di- 
rector of the President’s Ball cele- 
bration. 

Original plan was to broadcast 
portions of the program from New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Chicago and Los Angeles. All but 
the Chicago part went through as 
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during rehearsals. 
This agency has known scores of 





Production head of one of the top ad agencies in radio has come to 
the conclusion that a program producer cannot function successfully 
unless he has some felicity for script doctoring. The producer, opines 
this exec, must not only have a keen sense of construction values but 
be able to fit the script to the exigencies of the program before or 


program directors but he can recall] 


only a couple who could sit down and under pressure rewhip a script 
into the shape that it should be. In his opinion the sparsity of script 
doctors is as pronounced in Hollywood radio as it is in New York. 

He contrasts this situation with the one which prevails in the legit 
field where the majority of producers or directors are adept at doctor- 


ing a script and where such ambidexterousness is taken for granted, 
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BIG STANDARD ACCT. 


Syracuse, Jan. 31. 

Believed to be largest commercial 
radio contract ever signed in Syra- 
cuse became operative last week 
when Standard Oil of New York be- 
gan presentation of its Socony news 
broadcasts over WFBL. Contract 
calls for six news broadcasts each 
day, 
utes. Most of the station news- 
gathering and writing personnel is 
engaged in preparing matter for the 
broadcasts. 

Program was launched with wide 
ballyhoo including house-to-house 
distribution of tabloid newspaper 
giving details of program, sketches 
of various announcers and pix show- 
ing studio setups. Show heralded, 
also, by half-hour broadcast in which 
studio and company officials partici- 
pated. 


CBS Adds WRBL 


CBS is adding one station and 
dropping one from its list next 
month. Newcomer will be WRBL, 
Columbus, Ga., which is to be at- 
tached to the Southcentral Group. 
oe operates on 250 and 100 
| watts with a nighttime base rate of 
| $125. 

Meantime WBRK, Pittsfield, leaves 
the chain (and the CBS New Eng- 
land setup) on March 1. 


KOCY’s Baseball Setup 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 31. 

General Mills sponsorship of the 
Oklahoma City Texas League base- 
ball games will be heard on KOCY 
during the forthcoming year. Both 
the home and road games of the 
Oklahoma City Indians will be car- 
ried. 

Ted Andrews will announce, 




















Follow Cleveland Ball Team 
Cleveland, Jan. 31. 

Jack Graney and ‘Pinky’ Hunter, 
WHK’s baseball announcers, are 
giving to New Orleans March 6 
with the Cleveland Indians to cover 
team’s training period for home- 
station and Soconoy via transcrip- 
tions. 

Duo will use WWL in New Or- 
leans as a recording studio, putting 
resumes of practice games, inter- 
views with baseball players, etc., in 
wax. Soconoy Oil okayed novel idea 
for 26 transcriptions, beginning March 
10, which are to be air-mailed up to 
Cleveland one day in advance. 

Same baseball setup as last year 
will be in effect when season opens. 
Socony sponsoring half of broad- 
casts via WCLE and WHK the Sun- 
day out-of-town games. 
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NBC 


Tues. 
Thurs. 


| Sat. 
JOSEPH RINES 


and His Orchestra 
HARRY RICHMAN’S 
ROAD TO MANDALAY 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





























A Young Man of Thirty-five 


10 Years Radio Background 
Seeks Ad Agency Affiliation 


Presently employed New York City... 
Major network experience . . . Unusual 
knowledge, understanding of taient; its 
costs, contracts, usefulness ... Metro- 
politan newspaper training; advertis- 
ing and _ writing - Radio scripts 
° . Production work with radio’s im- 
portant hours... Expert knowledge 
of music and musicians, . . And, above 
all, a keen, broad view” of the adver- 
tiser’s problems in radio (and many of 
the answers) gained from years of closé 
association with the country’s largest 
radio advertisers and agencies. 

Correspondence invited to arrange for 
personal interview. Address Box 74, 


Variety, New York. 
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"9383 Kids Name Radio Faves 





Eddie Cantor and Kate Smith proved to be the top air favorites 
with 49,343 boys and girls between ages of six and 16 polled in the 


jatest Children’s Preference Study 


ague of 
eee they like Miss Smith most. 


No. 1 with the boys, while Cantor was the girls’ ace choice. 
followups with the boys this year were Jack Benny, Penner, ‘The Lone 


Ranger’ and Edward G. Robinson. 
In 1937 the poll gave the boys’ 


‘Ranger,’ Benny and Bing Crosby. Four followups with the girls this 
year are Crosby, Cantor, Billy House and Penner. The 1937 poll showed 
the girls’ next four best to be Benny, Crosby, Burns and Allen and 
Deanna Durbin. The poll this year made no mention of screen favorites. 

Billy House’s standing was deemed significant by radio trade. 


that only two programs 


Shadow’ and ‘Let’s Pretend.’ 


New York. The boys gave Cantor No. 1 place and the girls 


——s.3 2+, | = i 4: ° 
piencu vy nKias were daytimers, V1Z 


conducted by the Boys Athletic: 


In last year’s poll Joe Penner was 
Four 


Charlie McCarthy was sixth. 
next four preferences as Cantor, 





Also 
The 











FRISCO PIE CHARTED 
FOR LAST 2 MONTHS 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Comparison of total time sold on 
the four leading local stations during 
December and January, released last 
week by KSFO, Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System outlet, reveals that KPO 
ranks first, KSFO second, KFRC 
third, and KGO fourth in the amount 
of total network and non-network 
commercial quarter-hours sold. Spot 
announcements were not included in 
the tabulation. 


KPO, the NBC-Red network out- 
let, had a total for the two months 
of 2,333 commercial quarter-hours, 
with an increase in both network 
and local divisions during January. 
KSFO’s total for the two months was 
1,986, with an increase in network 
commercials and a drop in local 
sponsored time this month. KFRC, 
with 834 quarter-hours sold for the 
two-month period, also showed a 
gain in network and a decline in 
local commercials in January. This 
month’s sales for KGO showed a 
heavy increase in the network divi- 
sion and a slight decline in local 





sales, with a total of 221 commer- 
cial quarter-hours for the two 
months. 





J. Walter Thompson Gets 
California Wine Acct. 


Sacramento, Jan. 31. 

Selection of J. Walter Thompson 
Company to direct the California 
wine industry’s $2,000,000 national 
advertising program was made Jan. 
26, by the Wine Advisory Board 
through Albert Haentze, chairman, 
following approval by State Director 
of Agriculture A. A. Brock, who ad- 
ministers the program under the 
State marketing order for wine. 

Advertising subcommittee inter- 
viewed eight of the nation’s prin- 
cipal advertising agencies. Haentze 
said plans will be developed imme- 
diately and actual advertising of 
wine will begin in February on a 
national scale, 

‘This is the first time, in all the 
170-year history of the California 
wine industry,’ Haentze said, ‘that 
it has ever embarked on a national 
advertising program to place wine 


in its rightful place as a table 
beverage.’ 





NBC Airing Hockey 


NEC started broadcasting the pro- 
mal hockey games from Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., last night 
(Tuesday ). Ice battles will only be 
aired on Tuesday and Thursday as 
Sunday eves are too clogged to per- 
mit games being carried. Play by 
Play is called by Bill Stern. 
net has arranged to pick up 
only the last period of each session, 
80ing on the air at 10:45 and remain- 
ing until game completion. Games 
are on sustaining basis. 
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KEEN Must Defend 


Seattle, Jan. 31. 
Superior Judge James Lawler} 
overruled a demurrer of radio sta-| 
tion KEEN, local small watt re-| 
corder, defendant in a $25,000 libel | 
suit filed by E. B. Fish, local labor | 
negotiator Fish sued the station, 
claiming damages to his rep because 
of a broadcast. : 
No date has been set for further | 
hearings in the suit. 





Sacramento, Jan. 31. 


Columbia Broadcasting System, 
Inc., has been granted listing on the 
San Francisco Stock Exchange. 
Application covers 964,296 shares 
of Class A stock and 948,674 shares 
of Class B stock, both with a par of 
$2.50. 


,complete detail at the 1939 Golden | 


|} erection of two short-wave 


| quarters, 


| Union 
| months. 


CBS on Frisco Exchange | 


RCA, GE. at Frisco Expo 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 
Television will be exhibited in 





Gate International Exposition. RCA 
has signed contract calling for 15,- 
000 square feet of floor space on 
Treasure Island. Will be the first 
West Coast showing of RCA experi- 
mental television. RCA also will 
show radio fascimile and other new 
developments in the field of ultra- | 
short-wave transmission and recep- 
tion 
General 





the 
(radio) 
70-foot towers at the fair. } 


WSAI’s Downtown Spot 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 

A downtown sales office for WSAI 
was opened Monday (30) in the 
Netherland Plaza hotel. At the same 
time the station and its big brother, 
WLW, took over the broadcasting 
studio in the same hospice for re- 
newal of pipings to Crosley’s home 
studios on Arlington street, several 
miles from the burg’s business 
center. 

Dewey Long, WSAI manager, will | 
retain an office in the Crosley head- 


Electric has started 








Until a year ago WLW-WSAI had 
a downtown office and studios in the 
Central annex for many} 

With that setup it relin- 
|quished the Netherland Plaza stu- 
| dio to WCKY, which this week 
| opened a studio in the Hote] Gibson, 
| where the L. B. Wilson station’s 
| business office has been located for 
| some months, 

The Netherland Plaza studio, quite 
small, will be used mainly for con- 


| ments 





| vention and visiting celeb interview 
| programs on Crosley’s stations. 


Agencies—Sponsors 





B. T. Babbitt, Inc. (Babo), through 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert, New 
York, placed with KPO, San Fran- 
cisco, its transcribed serial, ‘David 
Harum.’ 





Rumford Chemical Werks, Provi- 


dence, R. I. (baking powder), airing | 


two daily live announcements over 
KPO, San Francisco, for one year. 








Agency, Atherton & Currier, Inc., 
New York. 

Flamingo Sales Co. (nail polish), 
through Buchanan & Co., Los 
Angeles, has signed with KSFO, San 
Francisco, for time _ signals six 
nights weekly for 13 weeks. 

Chamberlain Laberateries (hand 


lotion), through John H. Dunham 
Co., Chicago, on KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco, with -65 transcribed spot an- 
nouncements through April 15. 





Peter Paul, Inc., 
Brisacher & Staff, 
Crown Gum ii 100-word announce- 
an newscasts three nights 
weekly over Don Lee web. 


through Emil 
is plugging Ten 





Minnesota Censolidated Canneries 
(Butter Kernal Corn), through Long 
Advertising Service, is bankrolling 
the Thursday broadcasts of ‘Bess 
Bye, the Market Scout,’ on KFRC, 
San Francisco, through May 25. 





Standard Beverages, Inc (Par-T- 
Pak beverages), through Emil Rein- 
hardt agency, Oakland, has renewed 
through Aug. 27 its contract with 
KPO, San Francisco, for weekly live 


announcements. Also spotted four 
quarter-hour live programs during 
January on KJBS, San Francisco. 





White King Sep, through Ray- 


iuzond Morgan Co., Hollywood, 
| spotting announcements’ through 
March 31. 





Burnham & Morrill, Portland, Me., 
packers of B & M baked beans and 
|B & M brown bread, has turned its 
|} advertising account over to the 
| Sherman K. Ellis agency. 


'Ruppel Shakes Up 
| CBS Photog Dept. 





Lou Ruppel, CBS’ new chief p. a., 
last week extended his shakeup to 
the network’s photograph studio. 
Mike Fish, who worked with Ruppel 
on the Chicago Times, was brought 
in to replace Joe McElliott as boss 
cameraman. 

McElliott came to the network 
eight years ago and built up its pho: 
tography plant from scratch. This 
setup now employs 10 persons. El- 
liott was the first among radio 
photogs to introduce the leg and 
| decollete pose. 








Paul Brenner, special night an- 
nouncer of WNEW, N. Y¥., was 
rushed to the hospital from the stu- 
dio last week following a hemorr- 
| hage. He was taken to Post Grad- 
|uate Hospital where a blood trans- 
|fusion was given. Trouble has not 
yet been diagnosed. 
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a single admission price. 


vox pop. Active on all fronts 
places.” 


For those who come early to 
animal acts and the jugglers 





A curtsy to Variety for five punch-laden 
words in its December 14, 1938 issue: “WKY 
remains the regional Barnum.” 

But this is not the first time the top journal 
of show business has pointed to WKY’s 
ability to put on a full three-ring circus at 
: Back in 1936 
Variety singled out WKY and said, “WKY 
by a mile in Oklahoma City. 
grams, spawns ideas. Stunts, news, sports, 


What are a few of these WKY Barnumisms? 


time that Gene Autry’s horse moved into 
WKY ’s main studio and neighed into a mike 
... or the time Maxie Baer clowned through 


President. Down in 


Builds pro- 


and out to get 


get in on the 
there was the 


an interview. The next ring appealed to the 
more serious, featuring every detail of the 
first visit to Oklahoma of a living U. S. 


music lovers’ delight . . . the Festival of the 
Southwestern High School band competition. 


WEY (Mlahona City 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 
THE FARMER-STOCKMAN & 
RADIO STATION KLZ, DENVER (AFFILIATED MANAGEMENT) & REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC, 











the end ring was the 





That’s why there’s never a dull moment in 
any of WKY’s rings. Neither is there ever 
a dull moment at counters where WKY- 
exploited products are being sold. WKY 
remains the regional Barnum... and Barnum 
knew how to pack ’em in! 
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NO MORE HOOKY’ 
FOR PITT. CATS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 
There'll be no more hooky here 
for school-age jitterbugs to see open- 





ing Friday shows of name bands at 
Stanley theatre, the WB deluxer. 
School board has stepped in and 
called a halt. 

For past few months, truants in 
14-i7-year-oid ciass have been 
mounting by leaps and bounds in 
local high schools, particularly on 
Fridays, and investigation revealed 


that most of them were taking in the 
two-bit early-bird mats at Stanley, 
only house in town with stage shows, 
usually some more or less celebrated 
swing outfit. 

Balcony invariably packed 
with kids carrying books under their 


vas 


arms and they used to stay for a 
| couple of shows, as result missing 
school practically all day long. | 
Teachers complained about the | 
steady depletion in the ranks, par- 
ticularly Friday afternoons, and dur- 
ing remainder of week as well, with | 
| result that school authorities here 
| asked theatre managers to do some- 
thing about it. 

Result was an agreement by film 


houses permitting attendance of! 
youngsters under 17 only after 
school has been dismissed for the 
day. Managers, ticket-sellers and 
doormen have been urged to keep a 
close watch on audiences during 
class hours and report anything that 
looks like a truant. 

Makes it tough on shows’ opening 
performance because kids always 
used to be a great audience and 
even occasionally influenced  re- 
viewers with their wild enthusiasm. | 





Johnny Burke and James Monaco 
turned in ‘I’m in Love With a Jitter- 
bug, But I Can’t Swing,’ to be sung | 


in Universal’s ‘Eastside of Heaven.’ 


‘Union Ousts Melvin 


For Non-Scale Pay 


Jack Melvin has been expelled | 
New York Musicians 


from the 
| Union for failing to collect the re- 
quired scale for his band at NTG’s 
Midnight Sun, Times Square nitery. 
Nils T. Granlund himself was or- 
dered by the union to pay 
$1,500 in salary differences for the 
men in Melvin’s unit. 
were fined by the local’s 
and it was decided to 
penalties against them in 
Budd Wagner’s band opens at 
NTG’s spot tonight (Wednesday) 
with the understanding that it 
there and 


night basis 
tart- 


trial board, 
hold other 
abeyance. 


on a night to 
the men are to be paid before s 
ing to play each night. 


Bernie Cummins at William Penn 
hotel Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, has 
added a femme vocalist, Connie Ber- 
leau. Sharing singing chores with 
maestro’s brother, Walter Cummins. 


Three Sophisticates, vocal trio, out. 
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—and these songs are moving up fast: 














ROBBINS. M 


From HARMS— 


I WANT MY SHARE OF LOVE 
THEN CAME THE RAIN 


BY CANDLE LIGHT 


and the sensational ARTIE SHAW arrangement of 


BEGIN THE BEGUINE | 


HARMS INC. @ 1250 SIXTH AVENUE « NEW YORK « MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 


From REMICK — 


HEAVEN CAN WAIT 
LET’S STOP THE CLOCK 


OLD FOLKS 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. e 1250 SIXTH AVENUE « NEW YORK e CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 


From WITMARK — 
GOOD FOR NOTHING 


{But Love) 


SAY IT WITH A KISS 


M. WITMARK & SONS « 1250 SIXTH AVENUE « NEW YORK « NORMAN FOLEY, Prof, Mgr. 
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| Noel Coward musical opened in America. 
over | 


The latter | 


and the current ‘Leave It to Me,’ 





SEVENTH 





Inside Stuf—Music 





The His Master’s Voice (British Victor company ) recording of ‘Stately 
Homes of England,’ out of ‘Operette’-—and now in ‘Set to Music’ on Broad. 
way—was withdrawn from American sale about four months before the 
This tune, waxed by Hugh 
French, Ross Landon, John Gatrell and Kenneth Carten, half of whom 
are currently in the Beatrice Lillie musical—accompanied by the Hig 
Majesty’s Theatre orchestra, conducted by Ben Frankel—has been ex. 
purgated in several respects. One major reason was a line, ‘and with 
assistance from the Jews,’ referring to the penniless nobility who must 
sell their collections of paintings in order to meet current expenses. The 
line was in the Lillie-Coward musical when it opened in Boston and while 
the author, ever sensitive to those things, was assured by newspaper pals 
that ae would be no resentment, it was eventually taken out of the 
show, alth still retained in the American editions published by 
Chappell. 

For radio purposes, as aired by Coward personally this last Sunday 
on the ‘The Circle’-Kellogg program, the above phrase is elided along with 
the ‘lavatory’ line, which was changed to ‘plumbing,’ and the phrase, ‘we’l] 
scrimp and screw and save’ became ‘scrimp and work and save,’ a con- 
cession to American amenities. 

The only other revived tune in ‘Set to Music’ is ‘Mad About the Boy,’ 
an even older number than the ‘Operette’ excerpt, which only dates back 
two seasons. ‘Boy’ harks back to ‘Words and Music,’ a five or six-year-old 
Coward revue, and this, like ‘Stately Homes,’ will mean little for U. S, 
sales. ‘Boy’ has passed its peak, about 75,000 copies, and ‘Stately Homes’ 
will only get a very limited sale from disciples of the good lyrics. Chap- 
pell is banking more on ‘Never Again,’ new Coward song in the Lillie 
show, for any important sales. 


(29) 


as 


First it was the two Cole Porter musicals, ‘You'll Never Know’ (defunct) 
and now it’s the incoming Jimmy Durante- 
Ethel Merman show, ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ (Arthur Schwartz score) which 
is setting back ‘Dream Dust’ as a Chappell plug. This latter tune by 
J. Fred Coots and Haven Gillespie is being kept from a real ride because 
of Chappell’s production scores and the necessity to concentrate on those, 
With the Schwartz musical on its way, however, Henry Spitzer, Chappell 
g.m., will concentrate on what will be more a ‘popular’ catalog, and 
‘Dream Dust’ is then slated for an intensive exploitation campaign. So far 
Dick Himber chiefly has been keeping it in the air, and Chappell also slips 
in a couple of plugs here and there just to keep the tune warmed over, 
until the proper time for plugging. 





Metro-Robbins publishing group has rented the basement of the building 
in which the Robbins Music Corp. is housed and as soon as the necessary 
alterations have been completed all three firms, including Leo Feist, Inc., 
and Miller Music, Inc., will start shipping from this point. Combine has 
also leased the rest of the floor now occupied by the Robbins catalog, 
Miller will be moved over to the same location when its lease is up in 
the RKO building. 

Because of a long term obligation the Feist office setup will remain in 
its present quarters. 





Artie Shaw has completed a group of eight special arrangements for 
Harms, Inc. Six of them deal with oider tunes in the Harms catalog, while 
the other two are originals. Former comprise ‘Begin the Beguine,’ ‘What 
Is This Thing Called Love,’ ‘Softly as the Morning Sunrise,’ ‘I Cover the 
Waterfront,’ ‘Lover Come Back to Me’ and ‘Night and Day.’ ‘Beguine,’ 
originally published in 1935, last week sold 3,000 sheet copies. Sales re- 
vival of this tune is credited to Shaw’s recent phonograph record (Victor) 
version, 





‘Love in Swingtime,’ King Features serial by Tommy Dorsey and George 
D. Lottman, is being published by Mills in book form. Supplementing the 
fiction story, which was illustrated for the Hearst syndication by stills of 
Dorsey, his band, and Edythe Wright, his featured songstress, will be a 
treatise on swing plus biogs and caricatures, by Frank Karr, of the top 
10 bandsmen. Glossary of swing terms, part of the newspaper serial, also 
incorporated into the book. 





Miller Music has published an album, ‘Kay Kyser’s Musical Class,’ cone 
taining 15 pop reprints and liberally illustrated with stills of Kyser and his 
personnel. Compiled and edited by Irving Lehrer, includes some interest- 
ing biographical data on the maestro in addition to other fan stuff. Listed 
at 50c., it’s a plug for Kyser and also a showmanly way of merchan- 
dising some of the better oldies, 





Something of a record for advance booking goes to Larry Clinton who’s 
set for a return at the New York Paramount for two weeks with options 
opening Labor Day. 





ing Lesson,’ ‘The Bird Ballet,’ ‘Song 
of the Autumn Winds,’ ‘Two Winds 
Have a Song’ and ‘The Night Sym- 
phony.’ 


Music Notes 





Norman Spencer, former WB mu- 
sical director, has started his own 
publishing house in New York. 





Herbert Stothart and Edward 
Ward wrote ‘Rhapsody’ for Metro’s 
‘Broadway Serenade.’ 








Joseph Gilbert, London publisher, 
has turned over the American rights 
to ‘Meet Me in Sunset Valley’ to 
Jack Mills. Gilbert is also the tune’s 
writer. 


Sam Wineland scoring ‘Sudden 


Money’ at Paramount. 





Andrea Setaro doing the scoring 
job. on Paramount's ‘Night Spot 
Hostess.’ 


-—- 


Jimmy Durkin has become a con- 
— for the Joe Morris Music 
0. 





George Antheil scoring ‘Union 
Pacific’ for Paramount, 





Frank Skinner cleffed ‘You Are 
the Words to a Song’ for use in ‘The 
Spirit of Culver’ at Universal. 





Russ Morgan into Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, March 4, replacing current Lou 
Breese, 








Frank Churchill and Larry Morey 
cleffed eight songs for Walt Dis- 
ney’s feature-length cartoon, ‘Bambi.’ 
Same team did numbers for ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.’ 


New ditties are ‘Song of the 


Nat Finston recording complete 
album of Metro’s ‘Wizard of O7 
music for Victor, 





Louis Prima’s orchestra signed to 








Brook,’ ‘The Rainbow Song,’ ‘Bam- 


rs appear in ‘Rose of Washington 
bi’s Walking Song,’ ‘The Bird’s Sing- 


Square’ at 20th-Fox. 
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“ake pe ia tea RS cana: |Siees seviieet. & Gvaeerees| jaerareeec esas sen io oe ae a 
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| 
centages are against him in this to their chagrin, the boom in recent 
: sort of reciprocity. years has come from sources be- 
ai er oug as ours or American Record Co., now the : yond their own dning. In other 
| child of the Columbia Broadcasting words, the swing vogue has done 
e System, will shortly move its record- 3 more to stimulate phonograph rec- 
Newsstands; Convinced Idea Good = v"veeuy"Seq" ves cceaete 
; ; on oadway, New York, to | discers did of their own doing. 
ja site conveniently near the Madison They have contributed, however 
Rabie + | avenue “ge of its a parent, In- ALL THE WAY by such stimuli as more 35c. record- 
: creasingly close integration of the ings; that $14 attachment which 
_ Encouraged by the way the Amer-| Creen-Davis Deal | phonograph company and the net- RCA Victor has for phonograph rec- 
ican News Co.’s experiment with | work will gradually be achieved. ords, attached to the average radio; 
, sheet cues, Se turned a end arene |First step was noted last week, when the cut-pricing and installment seil- 
. Hartford, onn., ae alter | Green Bros. & Knight closed with publicity matter concerning phono- ing of combo phonograph-radios; 
e Se, eee ive Ateoeaten i pact D. D. Davis & Co., Ltd. for the| 8Taph Sa oF was sent out in the Victer, again, with its $9 worth of 
ishers Protectiv ss , is now), i , . |Mimeograph of the radi g. wicipi is i 
/ trying to figure out how and where Haare waae Sormes's catalog ik eudieeeun Gaovelinae je being ee onthe’ Settedas ‘tvair Pak test 
. a Lae eotabiteh 9. aris oh Be ae roses gt hogs prestues by the new Alfred Waller- Warner Bros. music companies | week saw fit to editorially cover the 
| ‘vic ce Ci - | OV e agency) stien regime. One experi : r : ae 
; ment, Douglas, accompanied by Sol | agreement includes ‘Day After Day,’| week had Kay ra crt ann walked off with first, second and phonograph prone Se at | 
: Immerman and Fred Juergens, of | ‘Million Dreams Ago,’ ‘10 Little Miles| ed simultaneously on both iene fe ee ee ee In 1921 some 100,000,000 phono- if 
Music Sales Corp., made a tour last| from Town,’ ‘Tom, Tom, the Piper’s| lation acetate wax and on portable Hit Parade program Saturday (28)| raph records were sala vr the . 
g ron be ype pies stands a San abrmgpnayn ds <arad and | film sound track. ARC will do more | night, the first time it's ever been| United States. That was the 
y gtr jont ina tei Te ere’s a Ranch in the Rockies. | along the sound track on celluloid done by one combine. | Tunes were peak. The next year the radio } : 
” are : ere ‘d that what | lines. This is in anticipatioii of new | Jeepers Creepers,’ which leads the} began to take hold. By the late iB 
s was ite gpl an at what was | technical developments of the trade. | Current Variety list, ‘Beautiful Baby’| 1920’s, when all else flourished, 
: primarily needed was some sort of | Celluloid has editing simplicities and | @%4 ‘Deep in a Dream.’ the phonograph industry was 
n econemical display racks that these | conveni : . i Precedent-setting activity also ex- ; ‘ 
Radi asia ny - t e| eniences not inherent in wax. Oe given up for dead. Actually, it 
Stationary an magazines stores John H : + : _ | tends to best sellers; the first six in- : : 
aii wie dor the heat sic. It n Hammond, who is now a re 2 continued to sell records in the 
n _ ~ageage he ine Pear Coenen Sent ed cording executive for the revised | Udes five WB numbers. WB titles | millions, if fewer and fewer ma- 
was disclosed that the sales were best 9 Roms. tite tina’ tren: taael | Brabbed the first four slots and the dileee whe ‘ow’ dual weaeune 
in those stores where the music got eigen -aall Sanam Ogle | sixth spot. nes. m reacne 
r a halfway merchandising break. age a ng $1. —— — - a a oquat 7 woes had 
Douglas stated that his tour of in- in or . ore oO 1s seem a ooming usiness in 
. spection hes convinced him that the type of merchandise will emerge 13 SWINGSTERS UNITE 1907. 
- Hartford idea offered a logical and from the house. This threesome Last year about 35,000,000 rec- 
€ sound way to increase sheet sales was recorded by Albert Ammons, ords were sold, equal to 1912, 
“i throughout the country. Pete Johnson and Meade Lux Lewis, ON ONE SUPER-DISC and all makers were far behind 
ae gh a respectively. Meantime, Jimmy their orders. The three best- 
r) —_—_—— , 
Lunceford’s first release under the selling Christmas gifts national- 
DET SYMPH T0 MOVE King Henly Fair and Theoplus | jabel is reported out front, with the A super-disc has been recorded by} jy in December were records, 
s@ * McGee, both members of the South- | pressing department behind the rather A page sn is moticn picture cameras and pro- 
ne INTO MASONIC TEMPLE ern Michigan Prison’s ‘Brown Bud- | Sls pace. ers by RCA-Victor. Royalties will eT ea eee 
of dies’ swing band, have signatured a go to unemployment fund of Local business mane than doubted the 
. : : 
: royalty contract with the Crosley 802 (New York) of American Fed- arte 
»p Detroit, Jan. 31. ; A Busse Back to MCA eration of Musicians from sales of > ig . oe oe. 
$0 After 20 years, Detroit Sym-j Radio Corp. owners of WLW, Cin-| Henry Busse quits Consolidated | waxed jam session cones eaeee: Sane: Oe Se 
phony orchestra next season will|cinnati, for a song they composed, | Radio Artists after one year with| Release. includes ‘Blue Lou’ and| ‘70Ush 1938 identically with the 
abandon 2,000-seat orchestra hall,| ‘In All My Dreams.’ The song was | that offi d wi ‘ , rising curve ‘1907-12. 
: at office and will return to man-| ‘The Blues,’ by Edgar Sampson and ta 4? F 
ne heretofore the 5,000-seat Masonic | selected from a batch of 10,000 sub- | agement Music Corp. of America.| Benny Goodman, respectively. Per- What did it? The combination 
iis Temple, thereby acceding to bond-| mitted, according to information | Ticket with CRA is up Feb. 20 when| sonnel of super platter included | ‘"edle-Phonograph, the portable 
. — foreclosure on hall. Switch | given prison authorities by the Cros- | band switches. Benny Goodman, Hymie Shertzer, rape, om heli Ae oom 
uring local symphony’s 25th an-| ley officials. Another change in CRA setup is | Eddie Miller and Arthur Rollini pgp rad begets - 
. " ‘ on z 
» niversary will move it from second) Fair wrote the lyrics and McGee |switch of Ben Zucker to Chicago | saxophones; Bunny Berigan, Harry i wente ©) buying oon 
smallest aud occupied by major | set them to music, The ‘Brown Bud- | office from managership of Cleve- | James, Charles Spivak and Sonny by Nepean a os naiio 
’ symph in U. S. to the second largest | dies,’ five Negro entertainers, have |land branch. Don Haynes replaces | Dunham, trumpets; Tommy Dorsey m the one bend, es 
pied in country. Also reduces symph’s| appeared outside the prison at many | Zucker, who will become assistant | Jack Teagarden, trombones; Bob Sealed, & SAS 
ns rental costs from $32,000 to $19,000! state functions. Fair plays the/|to his brother S man iano; Mastren the West music. On the offer, 
annuall ; isi Ae ‘le yc oe Seer ee ees + | Zurke, piano; Carmen >| it roused a rebellion with its 
oe y, permits raising of symph trumpet, while McGee twangs a | ager and v.-p. of CRA, headquarter- | guitar; Bobby Haggart, bass, and} overlong and blatant co “ 
§: sant fall aod sllows considers ine] Oa meh nig Beastie, Coes cals. ee 
ng crease in number of low-pri The portable phonograph is a 
-priced seats. —— Pp 
nds A more attract'v. ege" m °@ . fashion with youth and - 
ive guest list is Pubs R Sit Chi ‘ 0 y and vaca 
me . 7 , . : 
planned, with Fritz Kreisler, Rach- e-dite tioners. And swing is a cult 
maninoff, Marian Anderson, John ll hid 0 p r - - our Its devotees collect the records 
sal ae Thomas, Lotte Lehmann, Chicago, Jan. 31. SIC Nl a on of ragga na <r 
A yra Hess, Georges Enesco, Raya Exodus of the music publishers ee © Je maesers 66 SO Oe 
os Garbousova and Monte Carlo ballet | , . the Wood eth inn . a library of symphonies. The 
already signed. Symph also will — , ae CISION; es nl rete Sn 6 See 
continue on Ford Sunday evening they have ali been housed for many ber within a few months. ‘Bei 
jen hour broadcasts. years is now under way. First to Tinh + ro ages du Fane god Sgr ‘The 
move are Crawford and Chappell i usie Goes und and Around 
3 : tek tee telat in the Mer-|_ American Federation of Musicians} CALM ASCAP ELECTIONS are already as dead as ‘Ta, ra, 
9 1 which have taken space in the Me om , , 
‘ing ngsmiths Fim Bid chandise Mart will appeal the adverse decision it ha ra, boom de ay,’ but an inter- 
pot However, the Mart looks cold to got from Justice Kenneth O’Brien; Ne Moves Against Bernstein or esting recording of, say, ‘St. 
most of the other publishers who| i” the N. Y. supreme court last week Robbins Develop Louis Blues’ sells as steadily as 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. | cannot see shifting to a building so|/™ the Opera-on-Tour, Inc., case. The one of a Brahms symphony. 
Lion Clay Boland, Philly dentist who! far out of the center of things. The | C°U't enjoined both the AFM and} All officers and directors of the 
eaters tunes for the University of| Mart is near the NBC studios the eg hands’ union from doing | american Society of Composers, Au- 
Pennsylvania Mask and Wig Club, | only, but completely in a bad loca-| 29¥thing to prevent the members of | 14... and Publishers were re-elected HARRY WARREN WILL 
“hie is negotiating two deals with RKO. tion for the other radio outlets and | “ther organization to render service ; ° © rae 
Lou He was out to the Coast studios in show spots | to ie epee Sngranario on ni 4 Mains Pee PROBABLY REN W 
cet on an invite from music andl oe likely for many of the | round we canned music violates a| board of directors last Thursday E WB 
xecs ghee - . ‘union rule. : 
: blishers is the Oriental the- (26). Extensions included Gene 
One of the deals is for Boland and prong ey | Wh ticularly dis : 
Pain + atre building as a better all-around hat particularly disturbs the fed- | Buck as president, Louis Bernstei Harry Warren is due i 
r a2 lyric-writing partner, S. Bichley| jocation, while others are thinking | ¢ration is Justice O’Brien’s dicta that ay pie Gust ge Nig from Hollywood provcotry Fe is t0 
meg esak to go west on a one-pic- | of the Wrigley building and the Lon- | 5!nce there was no labor dispute ex- 43 wai yrs ngs, discuss a new Warner Bros writing 
ure contract. Dr. Boland refuses| gon Guaranty building on Michigan | isting between Opera-on-Tour and treasurer. Terms are for a year. contract with Edwin B. Morris, head 
ae fm longer than that because of | avenue. the musicians’ union the stage hands’| There had been rumors that an/ of the WB music publishing combine 
poe Profitable dental practice here. union had no justification for acced- | attempt would be made to depose) Warren had figured to come in 
~ ae: confab is on the use of one ing to the former’s request that it| Bernstein as v.p. and deprive Jack! sooner but he had agreed to appear 
tie is tunes in a film now in produc- Riccardi Is Victor withdraw its member from the trav-| Robbins of his directorship but! Feb. 9 on the ‘Good News’ prozram 
on. If it is used, name of the pic ; : eling venture. The AFM has a kin-| neither of these materialized at the’ (NBC) in connection with the fil 
till be changed to coincide with the Philadelphia, Jan. 31. | dred situation facing it in the in-| meeting. The Metro-Robbins pub-| musical, ‘Honolulu’ (Metro). He 
itle of the number. A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of the | stance of Vaude-Vision, Inc. Latter|lishing group remains the only| wrote the score for this production 
Musicians Loca We. eee cul. | Wat, orwanized to furnish sound-|mejor member thet hes fafled toi on a loateut arsingement 
: - | trac music for traveling vaude/turn in a renewal of its member-! ff nsion is wor 
MARIO BAND’S DATE tous meeting last week. A. F. of M. | units but the enterprise became | ship contraet. x. = — win 7 as sed 
Mario, NBC singer, who’s| stoup was in the vanguard of a/| stymied when the federation refused take under consideration the choi 
also i ith If-styled ‘liberal’ unions it i e er ice 
@ songwriter, opens with a new | bloc of self-sty to permit its members to have any- of a Ivric writer for teaming with 
band at the Firenze, New York, to-| Which was successful in unseating | thing to do with it. Vaude-Vision, it HIS OWN OPPOSISH him. That assignment may again go 
night (Wed.), less progressive officers of long | was later reported, had filed a com-| Bob Causer is leading a band at/ to Johnny Mercer, even though the 
— new formerly in Hollywood | standing. | plaint against the AFM with the U.S.| the Syracuse Hotel, Syracuse, N. Y./| latter is due to write the score of a 
and for Metro, Columbia, Par Tooter secretary ‘ declared the | Depariment of Justice, charging the| Less than 60 miles away is the | Shubcrt musical with Jimmy 
N.Y ey maestroed at Yumuri, group was out to ‘streamline the |; union with conspiring to prevent it | Ithaca Hotel, at Ithaca, which hej and Al Dub.n under the banner of 
x, fall CLU. ’ from continuing with its business. owns. the Robbins Music Corp. 








* Indicates filmusical song. 
The others 


* Indicates stage production song. 
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tend such events. 

Leaders insist that he bring 
along ‘at least one companion. 
The barber finds that the per- 
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pressings. 

Phonograph people have been 
scientifically trying to step up pub- 
lic interest in the wax works, and, 
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bad.) 


(Only the unusual will be reviewed henceforth. Including the unusually 








‘Unusual reissue by Vocalion on 
No. ..is ‘Dinah’ and ‘Indiana,’ by Red 
Nichols and his Five Pennies, now 
justly famed as swingo pioneers, es- 


pecially when it’s divulged that the 
supporting quintet comprised such 
present-day swing luminaries as 
Benny Goodman, Gene Krupa, Jack- 
son Teagarden, Artie Bernstein and 
Carl Kress, The first three, of course, 
are maestros on their own, and 
Bernstein-Kress are stili in the big 


leagues with topflight organizations 

Ella Logan’s swingo ‘Adios Mucha- 
chos’ merited an encore, so Bri - 
wick 8300 sees the Mexican Salind, 
‘Cielito Lindo’ (‘Beautiful Heaven’) 
vocalized in the 52d street idiom, 
paired with ‘Phil the Fluter’s Ball,’ 
Irish novelty. The first side is the 
highlight. 

More decorously vocal are Connie 
Boswell’s quartet of ‘Umbrella Man’- 
‘They Say’ and ‘Thanks for Every- 
thing’ ‘Deep in a Dream’ on Decca 
2258-9, with Woody Herman’s band 
accompanying. This is the old Isham 
Jones combination, and, while 
ordinated to the sole active Boswell 
Sister, the Hermanites know how to 
beat it out for the hoof as well. 

Binz Crosby, with his ever allied 
John Scott Trotter, likewise cuts up 
vocally on Decca 2257 with ‘Just a 
Kid Named Joe’ and “The Lonsome 
Road’ (Shilkret-Austin), now a bit 
of a ballad classic, barytoned with 
distinction by Crosby. 

Slim and Slam have been trying 
ever since their ‘Flat Foot Floogie,’ 
and have yet to repeat. 
fronia’ and ‘It’s Gettin’ Kinda Chilly’ 
(both by Gaillard, who is half’ of 
S&S) don’t quite achieve it, although 
rhythmically novel in their vocal 
hotcha, Vocalion 4594. 

A gorgeous Miliza Korjus set of 
recording are Victor 4410-11, Johann 
Strauss excerpts from: the 
filmization of ‘Great Waltz.’ They’re 
the sound-track recording by Nat 
Finston with Toscha Seidel giving 
out with a highly artistic violin ob- 
bligato to Miss Korjus’ effective so- 
pranoing. Selections are ‘Tales from 
the Vienna Woods’ 
‘One Day’ When We Were Young’- 
‘There Will Come a Time,’ Dimitri 
Tiomkin adaptations of the Strauss 


sub- 


originals with lyrics by Oscar Ham-| 


merstein IT. 

Richard Himber and his Rhythmic 
Pyramids Orchestra, to give it its full 
billing, justifiably features the new 
style which the maestro and his ar- 
ranger, Mac Green, have -evolved. | 
Himber is essaying a new style of 
swinging the classics, calling his 
rhythmic Saint-Saens’ adaptation, | 
en the Swan,’ paired with! 


‘Sweet Sa-| 


Metro | 


(two sides) and| 


;ducted by Ben Frankel. It’s a gem of | 
a lyric and expertly done. 
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HAVE A HEART 


By Mickey Rooney 
* 


Irving Berlin’s New Song 


WE’LL NEVER KNOW 


Arranged for Waltz—Also Fox Trot 


Just Released TWO DYNAMITE SONGS 
By Walter Donaldson and Johnny Mercer 


Gotta Get Some SHUT-EYE 


CUCKOO Inthe CLOCK 


IT’S A LONELY TRAIL 


Nick, Chas. Kenny and Vaughn de Leath 





IT’S NEVER TOO LATE | 


By Carmen Lombardo and Johnny Loeb 


JOE SANTLEY, Prof. Mgr. 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc 





, 799 Seventh Ave NN. t.. 























Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and cas 


(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Jan. 23-29). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a, m. to 1 a, m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 


tunes, and “pop” speaks for itsel/. 








closed seven weeks at Adelphia ho- 
tel, Philadelphia. 

Ozzie Nelson, theatring at Palace, 
Chicago, Jan.. 27; Shubert, Cincin- 
nati, Feb. 3, and Palace, Dayton, O., 
Feb. 10. 

Keoki, Hawaiian crew, 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., Jan. 26. 

Paul Whiteman at Southwestern 
Expo., Ft. Worth, for week Feb. 10- 
18. Will originate two Chesterfield 
(CBS) broadcasts from there. 

Jimmy Dorsey, State, Hartford, 
March 8; Paramount, Newark, N. J., 
March 17 for R-o’k. 

Frank Dailey, Netherland Plaza 
hotel, Cincinnati, Feb. 7, four weeks. 

Bill Bardo, Blackhawk hotel, Dav- 
enport, Ia., Feb. 5. 

Joe Venuti theatring for R-OK. 

Carlos Molina replaces Joseph 
Sudy at the Sir Francis Drake hotel, 
San Francisco, Feb. 16. Sudy moves 
to Cosmopolitan hotel, Denver, 
Feb. 24. 

Four Top Hatters, 
Gibson hotel, Cincinnati, 

Kings Jesters, Claridge 
Memphis, Tenn., Feb. 1. 

Ferde Grofe, Lord Baltimore hotel, 
Baltimore, Feb. 25 for CRA. 

Isham Jones playing college proms 
in east. 

Andy Kirk and Don Reaman bat- 
tle at Rockland Palace, N. Y.,, 
Feb. 25. 

Chauncey Cromwell, Paxton hotel, 
Omaha, Neb., Feb. 6, six weeks. 

Eddie Camden, Southern Man- 
sions, Kansas City, Feb. 22, four 
weeks. 

Charlie Barnet recording for Vic- 
tor. 

George Olsen extended at Lamar 
hotel, Houston, Tex., till Feb. 16. 

Versatilians held cver at Montele- 


Barbizon- 


troubadors, 
Feb. 17. 
hotel, 








one hotel, New Orleans. 
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Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee 

Bardo is a newcomer to Milwaukee | 
but management has signed to hold 
him for at least a month. Bardo’s 
idea is to compound all the elements 
of nitery entertainment into one bal- 
anced organization, and he offers a 
fast moving variety show for locais. 
Crew gives out combo sweet and 
swing, uses comedy songs, a glee 
club and a choir. Band has two dis- 
tinctions. All male members of his 
crew are over six feet tall, and eight 
of the band are former orchestra 
leaders... They are Johnny Cook, Hal 
Lansberry, Johnny Denton, Truman 
Boardman, Phil Inglima, Lee Hul- 
bert, Billy Straub, Art Gibbons. 

Bardo himself served as concert 
master for George Olsen and plays 
violin, trumpet, trombone and piano. 
Four Ahn Sisters, new to the band 
this stanza, are a good investment 


harmony arrangements. They were 
formerly with Harold Stokes and 
Herbie Kay 

Emile Parra does an okay job of 
vocalizing but rates more with a 
jitterbug routine of ‘Flat Foot Floo- 
gee, Weber. 


JOHN KIRBY ORCHESTRA (6) 
Famous Door, N. Y. 

This is one of the cleverest six- 
piece crews to be found anywhere, 
if not the tops in curtailed comple- 
ment. Individually each member is 
an ace performer, and as a whole 
band dces things with six pieces that 
an ordinary larger crew couldn't ap- 
proach. Made up of Kirby on the 
bass, O’Neill Spencer, drums; Buster 
Bailey, clarinet; George Schaeder. 
trumpet; Russell Proco, sax, and 
Billy Kyle, piano, They go to town 
or do dreamy rhythm equally as well. 

Spencer on the skins stands out 
often. He also vocals pleasantly. 

Colored sextet are a personable ag- 
gregation. They first came to atten- 
tion with Maxine Sullivan on 52d 
— Latter is Mrs. Kirby in private 
ife. 





and satisfy customers with smooth | 





GRAND 
: TITLE. PUBLISHER. SOURCE. TOTAL, 
‘You Call It Madness’ on Victor Jeepers Creepers.........ccececcecceees o's WHRERRIEE Sis0s ccdencncs a a eee i wis kc cas 7 
26142, latter a pop. ‘Sweet and High’) IT Have Eyes.........cccccaccuceccecees RRP *Paris Honeymoon................... 42 > 
and ‘Jeannie Swings Out’ (Green-| This Cant Be Love.............ecsceees a ee bee aa chh ese eees +Boys from Syracuse.......-......... 36 
Himber-Weinstein arrangements of| You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby ..o. REMICK ccccocscccsccscescs PUR SE CROLL 5 645 obs & dab Codes coce = aa 
two respectively ‘Sweet and Low’! Thanks for BeMe Wem ets ele cpekcees MODES Sbcebbdccenccateye *Thanks for Everything. ih fae ela ee ig 33 
and ‘Jeanie — a Light Brown’ Between a Kiss and-a Sigh.............e- MEE CLE Sic d won 0é05GR Vg Be ESSE aay chek la Pe pe 31 
Hair’), Sc ytch cl further feature; I Go for That............cccscecese occ MMBOUR 6b cs scccsbeacscces ONE, Saale Mies. eo co oe 
the crescendo py ramid siyle which! Get Out of Town............... » Chappell cccccsccvcccccnes TRMEVG EG 20 BORG o60sa vce wine 28 
the maestro developed this past sea-| Could Be. _. Santly ETS CEE I Lg ator Pop - 12 
son This is Victor 26146, Stuart Hurry Home = = OE acca GD de ceedaceeaqeqess g: SRE CES peer rrrte c. 22 
Allen is featured vocally. De ep in a Dream NESS re rae Pop 27 
A swing classic on Victor 26144 is, Umbrella Man......... EE ct chan kincekon tas PO ha 0c Ang So Avels wre lo-ec adn be ee 26 
‘Blue Lou’ and ‘The Blues,” latter a| Room with a V iew COS ear 2 a REM ee PEI ccnccctbavcsactnt PEE, ine 2OAd pas ciledu ar oa ae del ae 
it-off jam session, recorded by the; Two Sleepy People oe BQMOUS cocsccsccscsccccens *Thanks for the Memory..... » ae 
All Star Band, co! npr sing a ‘dream | I Must See Annie Tonight oc eo MRORIMOM ec cccicsicecs . Pop gia EGA es Fee's « 22 
orchestra,’ with such stellar artists as| It’s a Lonely. Trail (cc Eo Sb Nt Odeo deen P. ciad Meee erate ee ee bs bas ae 
Benny Goodman on clarinet, Arthur | F.D.R. Jones............. eves CHRAPDell cc cccecsacescocses Sing Out the News........ Bh ce - oe 
Rellini and Eddie Miller On tenor! They Sav... ....cccoccccocccvcccucecccee, I i ek in on ane Rg, ia" a ee ae age Rs 21 
sax; Bunny Berigan, Sonny Dunham! My Reverie................. se 5 ai Eola aos re a aie: ve Aaa SPAR ride enn Nera aa 21 
and Harry James on the_horns;| I Long to Belong to You.............c.e:. RE, Barnes Ss Se | Rey eats Sele, Cleo 20 
Tommy Dorsey and Jackson Teagar- | I SONI, 5 es wi aaig-v ine dn 00 cso tcc ¢ MERU SE bation euewes vsen on Pe ik a 4s Dace es ths OSS ion 19 
| gen, trombones; Carmen Mastren on | You're a Sweet Little Headache........... Paramount..............-- *Paris HoneymoOoM. ...icccc cc ccclccccce 18 
guitar; Bobby Haggart, bass; Ray | I Promise You....... peRRV AN Abae ahaeadedl a See EN a geeOS Wee heres hud ethos s¢i000 000 13 
Bauduc, on drums, and Bob Zurke at) Singin’ in the Saddle...................0+ POW@]). cccccceeecceeeeeees IR SERS ie ae CRS eee eal soe « 17 
the upright. All strut their stuff in| Let’s Stop the Clock................ceees PRE Te Perr re RN ee Sepang Sa, ae 17 
brilliant solo passages, and they work! I Cried for You............... er: TPA ee Spe) 8h ae Se ee 16 
surprisingly well for a band culled) Swingin’ Nursery Rhymes. SEE a awet<ds sedan sekee tHollywood Revue 1939........... 16 
from such divers sources. This All-| Masquerade Is Over............ GRE odo. c eudecccteces | REE AERP are Eee 15 
American Rand is the result of a| We’ll Never Know........ ote Ere Tre eh TE era et 14 
trade mag's poll. ‘Blue Lou’ is a| Never Felt Better............ pEIOE. 5 are vba, ebsasmceee PU Sg acca irk ck + keudiek bau > 14 
tempo number, but “Ihe Blues’ is; Ferdinand the Bull..................eeece BS bis cand Abc Conn h *Ferdinand the Bull.................. 14 
really dirty in its swing-out. eRe GM ee us ik a seh ee paneee CREST bo iic'c vs aces cededs +Leave It to Me. AR Oe es Rae F 
The swingophiles will go for) Just a Kid Named Joe..............ee008. SHADITO . ccccdesessssovvics POP: 25x TE EST ES aioe Y 
‘Comin’ on with the Come On,’ in What Have You Got That Gets Me?.. ppp... iene es tan deeews as *Artists and Models... Pee Ce Pe Tae 13 
two parts, first of a series of wax-| You’re Gonna See a Lot of Me............ ASOD. cceeccceeeeeeereeeees gee Ee Oe ae ME ee ea 13 
ings supervised by the French swing | Begin the Beguine. .................ceeees SERED. | CdSe eons sn ca sess exe MME -cb Tah s 65's 5 hae de 6000hs 00984 abe 13 
savant, Hugues Panassie, autbor of After Looking Oe RS ok ockacekas bake oes END: oon nt beet oe0bcee% Pop “UDREEEEWLERETE CCT LTTE TT ts 12 
“Le date. Bot: whe made his Grseti Va Get Me sie ea Soe nce RNIN 5 6 6000dsGe0000% e008 *U. of Penn. Mask and Wig........... 12 
visit to America recently and whose| You Look Good to Me..........-..-..scee- BreBMan ceccccesccccceces i, OCR Re Oe Red a ee ae s 32 
{erudite jazzique discussions and | Sh Ng oid Ps Wok SA CEA OCERES couse es vceced SRR eerie Wire e Ms $0 RRs eee LK seHebebebbstekecescecs 12 
writings in France have been solely| Deep Purple..............cccccecccccccece DNR <4 casa ts C05 000 oeEs on EES OP EOE eat eS: - ~82 
gleaned from the sundry recordings. | Chopsticks ...........c.cecccceccccccccues SOD ova iikceerdepeseese Pa. S44 SER LEAS bok code deeasvass kseas 12 
With Milton ‘Mez’ Mezzrow maestro-/| Your Eyes Are Bigger Than Your Heart...Shapiro ............-000008 EES de atce Med cghais 6-00 Oba ha: 64.4% 94's 11 
me from is LIceTise Stick, OTM 0) ABCD 6v.s.cc.c i ccc wcdcecévessupececces WU. Hixaeksehe comeneeena ts ag PRA EE e es Mea Senos chad Kciu il 
team including Tommy Ladnier and} | EE ETO 6 o's Feae esd 5 ocele eb tae ed PRLOMOUME « 004i ccvcccesecs *Paris Honey moon, oe 
Sidney De Paris on trumpets, and al Song of Old Hawaii................ccceee Sar rere rs. PA Shas THU. cee AAEET Ob een go Ua * 11 
rhythm section comprising James P. | My Heart Belongs to Daddy.............. CRUE on 0cccebebacss eqns i hg ee | SR rrr eee oe 11 
Johnson (piano), Elmer Janes (bass), Sing NS ona ork COEHK bNio ta 6000406 CAMO, so oc 6 0.0008 5100008 es *Boys from Syracuse. .......s.ecececs 10 
Teddy Bunn (guitar) and Zutty Among Those Sailing eye ee oe OS Pera re me Re RR ees Or ee eee 10 
Singleton (drums), this is ultra ‘New| Lovely Debutante.................ccncees Cg Sere er ree ret a. Mrs PEP eS eo pea traee 10 
Orleans Style’ rhythmpation., Blue-| It ‘Serves You Right...................00. ET 6 osc vousets cacetan eae > ee RL Sa 10 
bird 10085. FT Me, ee esc okekceseebee NE iia oe a and ag ha Bards sis 44> ander beatles <n bd xoaeeaas 10 
With Noel Coward-Bea Lillie back | ROU -GUSPRORED “SETIONNS 655 60k bod chee occesdie WNS > bi 5 50's cha RG OS asi Pak Caen tase an aeeedes ioeo 6 kan 10 
on Broadway, Victor has reissued| Little King of Toy ME: sein et hesadwace’ WO dewg 0s twos act soksce cs DMN de bes acted SRREN Yao eK e600 10 
Ray Noble’s ‘Mad About the Boy,’ as| Blame it On My Last Affai’............... WEIS 5 Lene a Wokd ciboee« €e 0 NS ink Wks Us EPR Rhine d 64 bs.0'o caw cheng 10 
a foxtrot, paired with the newer} Good for et WUE. 6 xburd v0) 6bo 00000 0 2 ee eae ig ee ee 10 
‘Stately Homes of England,’ origi-| It Took a Million Years................... SOON ok aan chao 04084045 TR Eee 004s ns en Ren b vérbe seeee 10 
nally in ‘Operette,’ and now i: the| I Won’t Believe It Till I Hear From You... Ager...... oe cines as 6 ae bax MN SF Conk te Sete RN wc 56D ake a 10 
current ‘Set to Music’ revue. Simi-| Patty Cake............. ccc ccc ee cece cece WO 4 0 dk aaetad «t0eknd 6 PO: Cikek 26555 Ciwas CedeE Re 0 hes COTRL 10 
mee ‘Boy’. was first in an old Cow- sme PRR » emerge —— 
ard revue in London, titled ‘Words ’ 
and Music,’ but likewise resurrected Ba d Bo kin 
|for the new show. The male quartet, n 0 gs B d R - ‘On the Upbeat 
‘comprising Hugh French, Ross Lan- all eviews 
idon, Kenneth Carten and John : 
Gatrell, vocalize this satirical lyric, Howard Woods, Laurel-in-the- | | Carman Parlante, first trumpet in 
having waxed it in London with His | Pines, Lakewood, N. J., Jan. 27. Gets| p47) parpo ORCHESTRA (18) | Jeno Donath’s crew at Jack Lynch's 
Majesty‘s theatre orchestra, con-|three NBC shots weekly. Just) with Emile Parra, Ahn Sisters | Walton Roof, Philadelphia, switched 


jlast week to Baltimore Symphony 
under Werner Janssen, 





Manuel Contreras, tangoists at Ho- 
tel Henry, Pittsburgh, stay additional 
eight weeks. Placed by Ralph Har- 
rison. 





Emerson Gill has reorganized his 
band and switches from MCA to 
CRA which has booked his crew 
into Van Cleve hotel, Dayton, open- 
ing Feb. 2. 





Aaron Gonzales, currently playing 
at the Club Serape in Los Angeles, 
goes to work with his orchestra in 
Republic’s Gene Autry picture, 


| ‘Mexicali Rose.’ 
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Our New No. 1 Ballad 


AMONG THOSE SAILING ; 


Standard Novelties Always 
in Demand 

Mama Don’t Want No Peas 

an’ Rice an’ Cocoanut Oil 


The Cockeyed Mayor of 


Kaunakakai 
(From Hellzapoppin’) 


TATOOED LADY 
Pepito and His Violin 
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Open St. L. Fund Drive 


St. Louis, Jan. 31. 

Campaign to raise $151,000 to 
maintain the St. Louis Symph So- 
ciety for 1939-40 gets under way 
Tuesday (7) and will continue for 
two weeks, 

Asserting that sale of seats ac- 
counts for only 55% of the revenue, 
Clifford Greve, Jr., chairman of the 
campaign committee, said balance 
must be met by citizens. 


‘SHAW-GOODMAN BAND 
BATTLE LOOKS COLD 


PEpresenta- | Scheduled date which would pit 
Artie Shaw and Benny Goodman, 
|two crews alike in style and cur- 


Joe Weber Appeals To 
Senator Giass For 
WPA Music Break 


Washington, Jan. 31, 

Plea for approximately 40,000 un- 
employed musicians was forwarded 
last week to Senator Carter Glass, 
chairman of the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee, by Joseph N. 
Weber, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians prexy. Claiming that he rep- 
resented about 140,000 musicians— 











rT <¢ 
VU. wv. 


virtually the entire 
tion of ‘commercial’ musicians— 
Weber pointed out to the peppery 
Virginia Senator—a foe of the New 
Deal—that any shortage of relief 
funds would bear ‘most heavily upon 
the ‘white collar’ class.’ Musicians, 
he added, are referred to (‘it would 
seem a bit contemptuously’) as be- 
longing to the white collar group. 
Agreeing that Congress helped to 
remedy the plight of the American 
musician in 1932, Weber pointed to 
the relative unadjustability of musi- 
cians to other occupations. Also re- 
ferred to the common practice of 
most social, professional, cultural or 
‘patriotic’ organizations of any prom- 
inence, when a ‘great biowout’ is 


than three blocks apart, might not 
come off. Two were set for the 
faceoff week of Feb. 17, Goodman 
at the Shubert and Shaw at the Par- 
amount, both Newark. 

Shaw’s date stays on, while Good- 
man might cancel because of a prior 
date calling for him to be in Detroit 
the morning after closing at the 
Paramount. Long jump in_ such} 
short time might be the killer. 


MONDELLO’S OWN BAND 


Toots Mondello, ace studio sax 








TEAGARDEN PATH CLEARED 


MCA te Manage New Orchestra— 
Art Michaud withdraws 





After several weeks of dickering, 
the new Jackson Teagarden band has 
been signed with Music Corporation 
of America. Inked last week, the 
pact ties Teagarden to MCA for five 
years. Ironing out of a prior ar- 
rangement with Arthur Michaud, 
manager of Gene Krupa, allowed 
Teagarden to sign with MCA. 


Michaud had the ex-Paul White- 
man trombonist tied to a booking 


contract, under a license to book re- | 


cently granted him by the American 
Federation .,;of Musicians. Release 


| calls for Michaud to get a percentage 
|of Teagarden’s gross earnings over 


irently battling for a top band spot, | 
|against each other in theatres less | 





player with various program crews, 


necessary, to add to its prestige by | | . 
is set for a buildup as an orchestra | 


getting ‘the use of one of the many 
service bands, usually and more 
easily a Navy band.’ 

‘Such organizations will pay money 
for everything but music,’ Weber 
complained. ‘Music a generous gov- 
ernment will supply free by furnish- 
ing musicians who are paid their 
salaries as part of our military es- 
tablishment, thus putting govern- 


time and is now ready to congeal. 
Mondello has recorded for Victor 
with a pickup studio crew under his 
name for the past few years. New 
arrangement will have him cutting 
for Brunswick with a like crew, 
while selecting men for his outfit. 


a period of three years. 


120-Piece Femme Band 
Greets Phil Soitalny’s 
Orchestra in Atianta 


Atlanta, Jan. 31. 
When Phil Spitalny and his all- 








girl ‘Hour of Charm’ orchestra choo- 


chooed into Atlanta 40 minutes late 
Thursday (26) they were greeted by 
musie from horns of Atlanta’s 120- 
piece all-girl band. Local femme 


tooters then headed a parade from | 
pilot by Music Corp. of America. | Terminal Station to Lucas & Jen- 
Idea has been in the works for some | kins’ Paramount, where Spitalny and 


his crew debarked, from where the 
maestro aired remotely over WSB. 

Spitalny that night opened seven- 
day engagement on Paramount’s 
stage. During his stay here he is 
conducing a talent search, tying up 
with WSB. 


Painless Music—No Sharps or Flats— 





Whiteman, Dorsey Give 








‘ 


Louisville, Jan. 31. 
This town, without name bands for 
|past few months, will be back on 
|his orchestra, following a $5,000 date 
at Atlanta for the Coca Cola Co. 
Feb. 16, will play for a sponsored 


\dance at the Jefferson County Ar- | 
On March 11,| 


| mory for WHAS. 
| Tommy Dorsey with his orchestra 


jand show will play a one-night per- 
|formance in the Horse Show Pa- 
|vilion at the State Fair Grounds, 
|with accommodations for 16,000. 


| Appearance will be in connection 
‘with Infantile Paralysis campaign, 
jand special trains are being arranged 
|from various parts of Kentucky and 
|Southern Indiana. President’s Bali, 
jusually held in January, will be set 
lfor the Dorsey date, and arrange- 
iments for the Dorsey appearance 
were made by T. V. Hartnett, exec- 
utive v. p. of Brown & Williamson, 
Dorsey’s tobacco sponsors. Admish 
for the show will be 25c, sponsor to 
stand actual expense of the show, 
with all other services, publicity, 
etc. donated. Half of proceeds will 
|be turned over to national founda- 
jtion and balance donated to local in- 
fantile paralysis cause. 





L’ville Top Band Breaks 


\the map when Paul Whiteman and | 


Seeks Tie-Ups with Piano Trade 


Orders for sheet music with the 
new ‘symprovision’ system is ex- 
pected to run into the hundreds of 
thousands per composition as the re- 
| sult of a tieup which a newly formed 
| organization is trying to effect with 
American piano manufacturers. Idea 
that this new enterprise has is to 
|publish some 250 non-copyrighted 
works in the new ‘symplified’ note 
method. In this keynoting system 
red color marks: eliminate the need 
|for sharps and flats as far as ama- 
teurs are concerned. 

Alberto Columbo, RKO and Re- 
public Pictures musical director, is 
| affiliated with David L. O'Sullivan 
{in this publishing venture. O’Sulli- 
|van comes from D. H. Ahred, Inc., 
direct mail advertising agency. 





PICKET ARGENTINITA 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Argentinita, aesthetic terper, was 


| picketed during her appearance at 


the Academy of Music here Thurs- 
day night (26). Pickets charged the 
dancer is a Franco sympathizer. 

They declared Argentinita backed 
out of an agreement to dance in New 
York this week at benefits for Span- 
ish Loyalist children. Terper ex- 
plained that schedule changes made 
the cancellations necessary. 





Kay Kyser breaks in his act at the 
State, Hartford, next week, before 
opening Feb. 17 at Broadway Strand, 











ment musicians to a use which Con- 
gress never intended and at the same 
time putting civilian musicians on 
the relief rolls.’ 

With the U. S. Senate in an econo- 
my-minded mood, and likely to cut 
President Roosevelt’s recommended 
relief figure lower than the $725,000,- 
000 to which the House reduced it, 
chances for extra benefits to indigent 
musicians this week were regarded 
slim. 


Pittsburgh’s Poison 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

Dance promoters here will never 
learn, despite the fact that Pitts- 
burgh’s been b.o. poison for one- 
night impresarios for more than a 
year now. Latest to take it on the 
chin was a new group known as the 
Tempo Club, which brought Rich- 
ard Himber to Bryn Mawr ballroom 
here last Tuesday (24) and dropped 
close to a grand on the venture. 
Affair drew only around 200 cou- 
ples at $1.70 per pair, and this after 
best newspaper publicity any simi- 
lar promotion has ever had locally. 

Figured the boys in these parts 
learned their lesson at holiday time 
when Winsum Club's first annual 
Snow Ball brought on Russ Mor- 
gan, Tommy Tucker and_ station 
WCAE Airliners and flopped dis- 
mally. Cost backers of this one 
around $3,500. It’s been the same 
story since summer before last, and 
unlikely that Tempo Club, which 
originally announced it would bring 
in name outfits every month or so, 
will try again. 














Yank Lawton, trumpet tooter with 
Tommy Dorsey, has been unable to 
play with the band since the middle 
of last week. Hc has an infected 
tooth. Trouble started when the 
crew was at the Shubert, Newark. 
Now at the Earle, Philly. 
bitsttstsstneseeeeeee 
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OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 
“THANK YOU FOR 

A LOVELY EVENING” 


ROBBINS MUSIC COLP. 
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An acknowledgment to Mr. Charles Green of CRA. 
and Mr. Charles Yates for a series of most successful 
bookings the past twelve months. 


HENRY BUSSE and his Orchestra—Enroute. 
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PALOMAR 


(LOS ANGELES) 





Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Gilbert & Howe, Gabby Durise, 
Nicholas Boys, Hudson-Metzger girls 
(10), Clyde McCoy erch (14). 





Home of the jitterbug and biggest 
ballroom west of Chicago (16,000 
square feet), Palomar has been sen- 
sationally successful since taken out 
of receivership five years ago by 
Ray Lewis, construction magnate. 
Weekly grosses have run anywhere 
from $20,000 to $35,000, which allows 
for a neat take off on operating cost 
of around $10,000. There have been 
as many as 8,000 dancers and diners 
in the spot on one night. 

Policy of name bands has made 
this dancery a popular with the 
younger set. lyde McCoy’s Sugar 
Blues crew is current, starting the 
second stretch of a 12-week engage- 
ment, one of the longest ever given 
a band. Deal is on to bring in Artie 
Shaw. Biltmore also wants him, so 
it’s a case of bargaining. Shaw is 
holding out for $3,750, which is. the 
top price paid top swingers, Benny 
Goodman, Glenn Gray, et al, at the 
Palomar. 

It’s pretty generally known around 
town that for dancing the Palomar 
is the spot. Young bucks really go 
to town here, with plenty of room 
for a whirling dervish takeoff and 
no holds barred.- Lambeth Walk is 
child’s play with this mob. Fast 
and tricky swing is their meat. Ad- 
mish for men is 75c; for the gals, 
40c. That gives them the floor for 
the night, inners are 90c and mos* 
drinks priced at a quarter. That 
tariff sets pretty well with a big 
majority of the young ’uns- and: they 
get a. good run for’ their outlay. 
Spot is pretty much the town’s com- 
mon denominator insofar as luxury 
spending goes, and when biz sags 
here it’s a fairly good sign that 
there’s a recession about. 

Acrobats and tap dancers can gen- 
erally get a booking here. Night 
caught it was Gilbert and Howe, 
hand balancers, who reprise with a 
drunk turn that is rowdy and rou7h: 
Nicholas Boys, taopers who are fast 
and dexterous but offer nothing else. 

Straussiana production, with 

als and five men, 


Waltzes are all right for breathers, 
but a 15-minute cavalcade of waltz 
tunes by- the master; to the aecom- 
paniment of gaily bedecked dancing 
girls, is not up their alley. Toe 
dancing by Gabby Darise broucht 
iggles from the rqned-off mob. She 
Earabe avoided a couple of headers 
due to the slick floor. Even if it had 
been good they wouldn’t have liked 
it. If it hasn’t a jitter it hasn’t a 
chance. Hudson-Metzger line is a 
little more ragged than usual. Helm. 


COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, N. Y.) 





Chick Webb orch, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Bardou Ali, Four Inkspots, Derby 
Wilson. 





Park Central follows the lead of 
other N. Y. hotels in switching from 
the softer, sweeter style of musical 
fare to jitterbug rhythms, and indi- 
cations point to Chick Webb being 
a hypo for the Grove. His crew is 
popular in New York, and its sched- 
uled five-weekly air shots will help 
its. draw. 


Only thing which can_ possibly 
stymie the success of the four-week 
date with options is the upped cover, 
which amounts to 75c. after 11 p.m. 
weekdays and $1.50 per on-weekends. 


However, some of the other spots 


should never 
ave been tossed at this clientele. 


in ~ town, 
trade, 
claim to be doing okay. 

Insertion of Webb in the Grove, a 
spot where softly lighted, serene sur- 
roundings seemingly call for less 


catering to the younger 


are getting that figure and 


only to the bible as worthwhile 
reading matter. 
were around, but the heavy bulge 
| was due to the middle-agers. When 
the band broke from a slow waltz to 
a brisker tempo, half of the terpers 
shuffled back to their tables on the 
| downbeat. 
Floor show and dancing are inci- 
‘dental to the provender served and 
the room has been a virtual sellout 
since opening three weeks ago. 
There are accommodations for 950. 


robust music, is a radical departure. | Dinners run from $1.50 to $2 and any 


Crew is situated in an alcove, OF! kind of a drink brings 35c. 


| shell-like spot, which tends towards 
amplifying the output, and when 
mike pickup is added it reaches 
thunderous proportions. Good idea 
| would be to cut off all amplifiers 
lentirely, except for arrangements 
| calling for an instrument to stand 
cut, while the outfit is in the groove. 
Webb’s jive is smartly handled, 
however. During the dinner hours 
the jamming is curbed to smooth, 


almost ordinary conversation over 
the a lacarie. 
it’s ‘palm whacking 
room.’ 
and solid, with Webb situated out 
front at his skins. He beats ’em fast 
and furious, and the work of the 13 
men behind him is aces. Instrumen- 
tal setup of 14 pieces is split into 
| four saxes, six brass and four rhythm 
and as a whole rates up there with 
the best in swing. 

Ella Fitzgerald, who gets equal 
billing with the outfit, is tops. Her 
handling of any tune in any tempo 
seems so effortless, yet so much bet- 
ter than most of her contemporaries, 
that comparisons are impossible. This 
goes especially in her handling of 
the sequel to ‘A-Tisket,’ labeled ‘I 
Found My Yellow Basket’. Delivered 
by Miss Fitzgerald, it’s a sock tune. 
Same applies to the inevitable ‘A- 
Tisket’, It’s dated, but her interpre- 
tation, which was a best-seller rec- 
ord, gives it new life. ‘Heart and 
Soul’, ‘FDR Jones,’.‘What Do You 
Know About Love?’ and ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ also click handsomely. 


Four Inkspots, Derby Wilson, and 
a quintet from the band complete 
the short floor offering. Inkspots 
have been around and do an okay 
job here. Two of the four plunk a 
guitar and bass viol and add har- 
mony while the other two handle 
main portion of the tunes. Mix ’em 
for variety and when caught clicked 
with exceptional arrangements of 
‘Timber’, ‘Who Stole My Heart 
Away’, ‘Beautiful Baby,’ and ‘Thanks 
for Everything’. First and last are 
done solo by one. Impromptu terps 
and other spontaneous - appearing 
touches help. ——* 


Taps of Derby Wilson, augmented 
with announced attempts at Bill 
Robinson style, also clicks. Hoofer’s 
work is acceptable, clear, and nicely 
varied in rhythm and pace. Robinson 
takeoff,-though, could be slowed for 
better effect. 


Bardou Ali waves the baton and 
m.c.’s. Does the latter smoothly 
and with dispatch and impresses 
favorably in front of the band. Fine 
cuisine, Webb’s crew, and the natural 
appeal of a tastefully decorated room 
should combine to make this booking 
a profitable one all around, 


in the palm 

















Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWOOD) 








Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Line (8), Patricia Lee, Betty At- 
kinson, Emil Baffa orch (10). 





Life begins at 40 here, If the 
waltz ever makes a comeback it wili 
owe its impetus locally to this 
‘powder blue and gold’ spot. L. A. 
Times’ Harry Chandler is said to 
have sunk around 0,000 in this 
grotto and its clientele is largely of 





| 
} 
| 


| 
| 


lisvenable rhythm, which allows for | 


After dinner, though, 


Outfit sends in jump style, | 


A bottle 
of wine fetches 60c and champagne 
comes with the bucket at $1.45. No 
couvert or minimum at any time. 

Entertainment is nothing to excite 
talent scouts. Line of eight girls go 
through ordinary routines; Betty At- 
kinson, cute drum 
while she juggles the stick, and Pa- 
tricia Lee is just another singer. 
Emil Baffa’s dance crew also plays 
the show and does both jobs com- 
mendably. New talent is run in 
every two weeks. 

Type of ad copy run in the Times 
exclusively has the natives amused. 
In half page spreads (Chandler’s con- 
tribution of $4.62 an inch), such 
phrases as ‘management will ap- 
preciate if each customer will spend 
an extra 50c during the evening,’ 
‘Monday we rest’ and ‘we hope you 
will stay for the floor show and 
spend a little more’ are scattered 
through the text. Guido Braccini, 
formerly of Lucca’s Italian eateries 
on the Coast, runs the place. 
Gardens is off the beaten path, on 
Hollywood blvd. four blocks east of 
Vine street. A few blocks away is 
Earl Carroll’s theatre - restaurant. 
Between the two they’re getting the 
bulk of the night play. While Car- 
roll’s is playing havoc with the class 
joints, the Gardens deepest inroad is 
on the Palomar, home of the jitter- 
bug, but a point of curiosity to the 
oldsters, _ _ Helm. 


CLUB CONTINENTAL 


(HOTEL JEFFERSON, ST. L.) 


tanec 





St. Louis, Jan. 27. 
Line (6), Dale Rhodes, Ondrea & 
Michel, Motter _.& Davis, Shirley 
aaah Tommy Ports, Carl Leorch’s 
orch. 





‘this spot has done oodles to main- 
tain what class night life there is 
in the downtown sector. Addition- 
ally, with a swell rep for its cui- 
sine, club is a rendezvous for the 
tails and decollete crowd from the 


giter, and out of towners stopping 
in the downtown ‘district. It cops 
a swell play, particularly Saturday 
nights. 

To keep in the vanguard of the 
downtown parade, management 
keeps its shows on a lofty plane. 
House line of six lookers has a 
large stock of routines learned 
while serving in the Municipal 
Opera chorus. Carl Lorch and his 
—— orch are in their fourth 
week. 


Current show opens sluggishly 
with Dale Rhodes as m.c., his gags 
and quips being pretty ancient. 
However, when Rhodes does his im- 
personations of w.k.s., winding up 
with a swell Fred Astaire dance hit, 
he really wows. He should bring 
his gags up to date. 

The line, with changes of costume, 
do two routines, the last with Shir- 
ley Dean, blues canary. Lena On- 
dread and Elliott Michel, exponents 
of ballroomology, are a very nim- 
ble pair. Tommy Ports, baritone, 
scores with his interpretation of 
‘Umbrella Man.’ Motter and Davis, 
hand balancers, work with precision 
and several of their tricks are socko. 


Club has a seating capacity of 
500, attractive multicolored indirect 








the solid, stout and staid.set, the| lighting and a 50c weekday and 75c 
crowd that rates the Times second! Saturday couvert. 


Sahu. 












Meet me at your 
favorite bar-r-r...an’ V'll 
show ye how good 


a Scotch can be! 


It’s sensible to stich with 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 













BORN 1820... 
still going strong 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 





A few jitterbugs 


mainratta 
lia jvi ette, tapes | 


“Afferican theatre, town’s” sote~ le- |~ 
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JACK DEMPSEY’S 


(MIAMI BEACB) 





Miami Beach, Jan. 26. 


Sterner Sisters (2), Joan Abbott, 
Moore & Revel, Harry Stevens, 
| Vaughn Munroe’s orch. 





Catering to the theatrical and 
sporting element, the ex-champ’s 
bistro is proving one of the most 
popular spots on the beach. It’s 
one of those intimate places where 
everybody seems to know every- 
| body else, although the room itself 
|is large and roomy. 
| New show is topped by two sock 
lacts. Joan Abbott, recently returned 
from a tour of Australia, and Moore 
and Revel, expert dance satirists. 
Completing the bill are the Sterner 
Sisters and Harry Stevens, latter a 
holdover. 

The Sterners, two tall, lithesome 
| blondes, wriggle and squirm their 
|way through some unusual and 
clever routines. Garbed in flowing, 
puffed sleeved creations, their work 
is a mixture of hot and slow hoofing. 
They have an infectious style and 
contagious personality. 

Joan Abbott, flaxen haired looker, 
has plenty class and much anima- 
tion. She warbles in a clear, well- 
modulated tone, delivering her stuff 
with sophistication while still retain- 
ing warmth. 

Moore and Revel are one of the 
top dance acts of their type. Miss 
Moore, besides being a clever hoofer, 
is a comedienne of no mean ability. 
Her body postures and facial con- 
tortions mark her as a natural laugh- 
getter. Revel also possesses a good 
flair for comedy. Like other acts 
of this type, they come on straight 
and then go into the roughhouse. 

Harry Stevens continues plunking 
his banjo and has increased his pop- 
ularity since opening here. Still us- 
ing same material, but his stuff 
would be hard to change. Com- 
munity sing remains forte. Vaughn 
Munroe’s orch also stays on and 
does a bangup job both for the 
show and hoofing. Thom. 


BENNY THE BUM’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 








Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 
Jackie Heller’s Orch, Louanne 
Hogan, Arnie Curvall, Joe & Betty 
Lee, Serge Flash, DeLloyd McKay, 
Lucille Randerson Girls (6). 





sweet and swing for a style which is 
appealing to the nitery patron. 
Eleven-man set-up, consisting of four 
saxes, one trombone, three trumpets 
and three rhythm, depends mainly 
on the maestro’s personality to get 
by—-and that will take it a long way. 
Tiny, he wisely takes advantage of 
his stature to appeal, clicking solidly, 
particularly with the femmes. Ex- 
pressive smile and beaucoup energy 
| help him win the audience, plus his 
capable m.c.’ing. 

Vocals handled by Louanne Hogan 
and Arnie Curvall, latter putting 
aside trombone to chirp. Miss Ho- 
gan’s a nice looker and has fairish 

ipes, but is stiff and fails to sell. 

urvall’s nothing much in appear- 
ance, but is a satisfactory singer. 
Heller himself does the major part 
of the warbling, and well, too, al- 
though he could handily eliminate a 
couple of choruses from each of his 
numbers, 

Terning is provided by Joe and 
Betty Lee, Nice looking and youth- 
ful, they’re only so-so on standard 
ballroomology. Really only come 
into their element at the end with 
their jitterburg number. Could do 
more of the latter. Serge Flash’s jug- 
gling is routine stuff. 

DeLloyd McKay winds up 20 
months at Benny’s to go into the 
Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, with 
Ben Bernie’s band next week. Her 
work at the minny piano, accom- 
panying her torchy piping, has long 
been standout, never failing to stop 
shows here. She’s attractive, middle- 
aged colored gal. Two appearances 
of the line, Lucille Randerson Girls 
(6), wind up the floor presentation: 
Do a jade routine that’s nifty.” 

Herb. 





Club Internationale 
(MIAMI BEACH) 





Jackie Heller’s crew mixes. up, 


————=2 


mest stuff comes through this chan. 
nel, 

Suzanne and Christine, only hold. 
over act in the revue, open with a 
lively series of acrobatic and swing 
numbers. Kids are cute arid taj. 
ented and work with a mad frenzy 
that leaves them breathless. Lillian 
Carmen, another fave here last sea- 
son, dispenses blues songs in excel. 
lent arrangements. She possesses a 
powerful pair of pipes and it seems 
her numbers would hit home better 
sans the mike. A brunet looker 
with a frame to match, she radiates 
personality and delivers her stuff 
in socko fashion. 

Enrico and Novello succeeded the 
D’Ivons for the terp portion of the 
show, mixing up slow and fast 
rhythms for a nice change of pace 
Routines include waltzes, tangos and 
rhumbas, executing all faultlessly, 

Alex Batkin’s orch continues for 
show and dancing. Jose Tomaseo’s 
crew plays the rhumbas. Thom, 


ROSE BOWL 


(CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Jan. 27. 

Willie Shore, 3 Orchids, Olive 
Faye, Yvonne Monoff, Winnie Hav- 
ler girls, Solly Wagner orch. 





New near - northside spot, with 
Frankie Howard as the general 
hand-shaker and operator, looks for 
a successful stay in Chicago nite life, 
Location is excellent and intimate 
room has enough attractions to sat- 
isfy the run of sun-dodgers. 

Circular bar shuts off from the 
main room by a glass window, but 
barflies can still see and hear the 
floor show proceedings. Room seats 
around 100. 

Cafe has brought in Willie Shore, 
long a favorite in Chicago, who has 
taken over the mantle of Joe Lewis 
as Chi’s own cafe entertainer now 
that Lewis has hit the road. It’s a 
smart buy, since Shore has a_ great 
local following and is guaranteed 
audience-satisfier. He is a fast 
thinker and knows all the rules of 
handling customers. 

Shore works throughout the room 
and has a great memory for people 
and names, On the floor he turns in 
a splendid m.c. job and has a wealth 
of comedy material. Does parodies, 
manages well-rounded dance rou- 
tines, has a long series of comedy 
bits and many special material items. 
He is definitely an entertainer. 

Three Orchids comprise a good 
group of femme singers with plenty 
of appearance and solid tonsils. They 
deliver their tunes well. The songs, 
however, are a bit over-arranged, 
More simplicity might help matters, 
Olive Faye comes through with a 
fine solo dance routine, finishing with 
a Russian sequence that has plenty 
of punch, 

For a nitery entertainer, Yvonne 
Monoff is highly satisfying fare with 
her adult special material lyrics and 
songs. She indicates great possibil- 
ities and can be built to headline 
proportions. 

Line is good, as is Solly Wagner's 
orch. Leader has been around town 
for many years and knows nitery 
dansapation. Plays show neatly. 

old 


CASINO RUSSE, N. Y. 


Ashim-Khan, Cornelius Codoblan 
Orch (8), Misha Novy Orch (8), 
Alexander Bunchuk, Marusia George, 
Mira Gregor, Matvienko, Sherokoff, 
Daria Sokolskaya, Continental Trio 
(Moranz, Bunchuk, Codoblan), 
Francir.e farrell. 











Casino Russe, in the Carnegie Hall 
building, is the latest spot to adopt 
the White Russian aura. Its decor 1s 
in keeping and the atmosphere is 
informal. 

_Sasha Maeff, operator of the Rus- 
sian Tea Room on 57th street, is 
running the spot. which,  inci- 
dentally, has ‘an adjoining corridor 
to his tea room. ‘ 
The entertainment leans heavily 
on the Russe, but there’s sufficient 
American music to appease the fre- 
quenters. There’s Cornelius Co- 


(Continued on page 42) 





——— 








BILLY DE WOOLF 


Dressed by 





; Miami Beach, Jan. 26. 
Joe E. Lewis, Suzanne & Christine, 

Lillian Carmen, Enrico & Novello, 

Alex Batkin and Jose Tomaseo orchs. 





Only four acts comprise the show 
here, but for this type of room it’s | 
an ideal setup. New show is headed | 
by Joe E. Lewis, and a capacity 
house greeted the funster, who has | 
been a fave here for the past two | 
years, opening night (25). Miami is | 
a sort of alma mater to Lewis, any- | 
way, because it was here at the 
Hollywood Yacht Club that he 
realized success while traveling the 
come-back trail. From that time on 
he’s been head man of the comic 
department in these diggin’s. His | 
clownish antics, mugging and paro- 
dies are funny, and, although at | 
times he borders on the off side, 
his Stuff is not offensive. A parody 
on Lady Is a Tramp’ wows, as does 
Sam, | You Made the Pants Too | 
Long.’ A natural at ad lib, his fun- | 





SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 
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“WHY HOLD THE BAG? 





Closing of the straight-vaudeville policy at the Majestic, New 
York, with all of the acts holding the bag for the majority por- 
tions of their salaries, happens all too often to vaudeville per- 


6 A PEO 
yorimicrs. 





The American Federation of Actors made sure that the 


Majestic’s show was 100% AFA. 


But the union apparently 


did not make sure of the responsibility of those behind the ven- 
ture. It did not ask Vaudeville Artists, Inc., the operators, to 
ost a bond. Kurt Robitschek is president and producer of 
Viedeville Artists, Inc.; Benjamin M. Weinberg, treasurer; 


Albert Clurman, secretary. 


As the venture turned out, the re- 


sponsibility of these men ended in the contracts at the word 


‘Incorporated.’ 


Weinberg is in the banking 


business; Clurman is a lawyer. 


One knows money, the other knows law—two elements about 


which many performers are ignorant. 


The actors johnhan- 


cocked the contracts and the AFA union apparently felt it was 
sufficient to just close the door to non-AFA members and estab- 


lish minimum wages. 


The musicians and stagehands unions, however, demanded 
that Vaudeville Artists, Inc., post bonds for the salaries of their 
menibers. They were paid to the penny for their services. The 
performers were offered and accepted fractions. Then the AFA 


got busy, but probably a little 


too late. The technical respon- 


sibilities of Robitschek, Weinberg and Clurman end with the 
bank balance of the corporation, of which they were merely 


stockholders and officials. 





Equity protects its members 


bonds covering salaries of legit casts in full. 


by insisting that producers post 
It tries and most 


times succeeds in also protecting members signed for shows 


outside the United States, as 


case of the London company of ‘Golden Boy.’ 


was illustrated recently in the 
The AFA is 


Equity’s sister-union in the Four A’s; it hasn’t got far to go 


for a pattern of procedure. 


AFA now is the or!y recourse for actors suffering from no- 


payoffs, except, naturaiiy, the civil courts, 


Latter procedure is 


usually a long, drawn out affair, whereas arbitration by the 
union is immediate, though not always effective in cases, such 
as tlie Robitschek show, where the responsibility rests only 


upon a corporation. 


The 68 surefire protection for performers, therefore, is the 


bonding o 


every new vaudeville and nitery venture. Only the 


financially irresponsible would object to this. 





NAME BANDS AT 
INTL CASINO, 
NEW POLICY? 


A name-band policy for the Inter- 
national Casino, converting it into a 
m, will probably result fol- 
lowing huddles with Robert K. 
berry, just back in New 

York from a Florida vacation. He’s 
managing director of both the Hotel 
Astor, Sad and the International, 
yy ey g the City Farmers Bank 





Details for financial reorganization 
must be worked out before the 
name-band idea, long being mulled, 
80€s into effect, with especial eye to 
lure the Fair crowds. 

It's na midtown location in the 

imes Sq. makes this policy 
— according to management 





Suspend Cafe License, 
Fine 2 for Hiring of Minor 


p Detroit, Jan. 31. 
Dae license of the Hippodrome 
b ry here was suspended last week 

¥ state rum board for hiring a 


nyear-old girl entertainer and 
ess. 





Pw Curtis was fined $100 with 
native of 30 days in jail, while 
fnry Browe got $100 fine or 90 
S for booking the minor. Hear- 
toh had been pending some time 
Owing complaint several months 


CASS-OWEN-TOPSY SET 
FOR LONDON REVUE 


Cass, Owen and Topsy have been 
set for George Black’s Revue at the 
Hippodrome, London. Open for a 
tryout first in Brighton, England, 
Feb. 20 for two weeks before going 
to the metropolis for a run. 

Max Tishman agented. 


MCA, Morris in Joint 
Deal on Int’l’s Tour 


William Morris office and Music 
Corp. of America are jointly han- 
dling the vaude tour of the Inter- 
national Casino, New York, show. 
It’s called ‘Folies Bergere’ now. 

Clffiord C. Fischer revue opened 
at the State, Hartford, Jan. 25, and 
works westward to the San Fran- 
cisco Fair for a run there. 


‘Ice Follies’ Does Big 
$45,000 in Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 

‘Ice Follies of 1939, with Bess Ehr- 
hart and cast of 60, nearly filled the 
9,000 seats of Forum here Thursday- 
Saturday (25-26), with Saturday 
(28), for $45,000, slightly off Sonja 
Henie show of a month ago. 

Latter had three nights. 

















Dersey’s Vaude Airer 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Arrangements have been made by 
the Earle theatre to shift shows to- 
morrow (Wednesday) night so that 
poth of Tommy Dorsey’s broadcasts 
can be made from the stage. First 





of KYW. 


+ 
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MORE CLOSINGS 


Fold of Robitschek’s N. Y. 
Venture, Retreat of Brook- 
lyn Strand, RKO Shubert, 
Cincy; Palace, Chicago; 
N. Y. Beacon, Indicative 
That ‘Revival’ Was Just a 
Myth 


GLOOMY SPRING 


The vaude ‘revival’ appears to be 
gaining acceleration in reverse. Clos- 
ings are becoming more frequent 
than openings, and if this situation 
continues stage talent wil! find itself 
with iess playing time by spring than 
it had during the corresponding 
period a year ago. 


First important fold was Kurt Ro- 
bitschek’s straight-vaude policy at 
the Majestic, New York, which end- 
ed Jan. 22 with all of the acts failing 
to collect the majority portions of 
their salaries. Strand, Brooklyn, 
drops stage shows Friday (3) and 
RKO has set the Shubert, Cincin- 
nati, to go into a straight picture 
policy on Feb. 10, and also has given 
notice its Palace, Chicago, will fold 
in three weeks. 

Just prior to the folding of the 
Robitschek show, the Skourases put 
a vaudfilm policy into the Beacon, 
New York, but yanked it after five 
days. Resumption of vaude being 
held in abeyance. In the same vein, 
the Brandts, whe anpounced three 
weeks ago they would siage flesh in 
several of their NN. Y. theatres, have 
failed to materialize that plan. 
They've talked to several vaude 
bookers, but the budgets the Brandts 
advanced were decreed too low to 
give vaude a fair chance. 

Brooklyn Strand’s stage show pol- 
icy, counting the current stanza, was 
of 20 weeks duration. After folding 
it Friday for duals, ho<e sticks to 
straight films till week of Feb. 17, 
when it must fulfill a contract with 
Ted Lewis’ orchestra, but after that 
the straight picture diet sticks. 

House was reported to have only 
a $10,000 nut with stage shows, and 
the grosses were over that figure 
weekly, but apparently the opera- 


(Continued on page 42) 


DET. NUDIST HOOFER’S 
$500 CONTRACT AWARD 


Detroit, Jan. 31. 


Zorine, nudist hoofer, won $500 
damages yesterday (Monday) from 
her former manager and publicist, 
Frederick Merrill, who was sued 
for breaking a contract with her. 
Dancer claimed that Merrill left her 
to pilot Dorothy Henry, a milk- 
bather, when she was ill and un- 
able to work last fall. 


Claim against Merrill specified 
that Miss Henry was a nudist act, 
in violation of the contract between 
Zorine and Merrill, which stipu- 
lated he couldn't manage another 
suck turn. 

Judge Rubiner had deferred his 
decision last week pending perusal 
of Miss Henry’s act. In rendering 
his decision he called the latter ‘a 
99% nude dance.’ 











Harry Richman, Out Of 
N. Y. Cafe, Goes South 


Harry Richman closed last night 
(Tuesday) at the Road to Mandalay, 
new New York nitery in the Hotel 
Delmonico. Richman is going to the 
Royal Palm, Miami Beach, a previ- 
ous booking. Glen Pope, magician 
with him at the Mandalay, is going 





south with Richman. 
Although the cafe star is said to 


' show is aired from 8:30 to 9 and re- | have a 50% interest in the Mandalay, 
peated for the Coast from 11:30 to 12. he may not return to the spot due 

Second of the Raleigh-Kool airings |to reported differences over policy 
last year was made from the studios with Morton 


Wolf and William 
Sharp, the hotel management. 


THAN OPENINGS 


42 


‘VAUDEVILLE IN REVERSE 





+ 


To Vande After 





KELLY SAYS OKAY 


Miami Operater Agrees i: Respon- 
sibility for Cuban Band 


Miami Beach, Jan. 31. 


Bob Kelly, operator of La Conga 
here, rounded up a senorita rhiumba 
band from Cuba, payed their fares 
and put them to work when Uncle 
Sam informed him they couldn't 
stay here unless he signed an affi- 
davit holding himself responsible for 
them while in this country. 

Kelly signed, but they won’t be 
allowed to work any other spot. 
Unit is known as Las Cubanitas. 








AFA CALLS N. Y. 
MEET ON MGT. 
BONDING 


American Federatior: of Actors has 
called a general membership meet- 
ing for ‘urorrow (Thursday) at 
Edison Haii, Hotel Edison, New 


York, to discuss a bonding system 
for night club and vaudevilie ven- 
tures and establishment of its own 
charity, a Sophie Tucker Fund. 

Bonding idea was sugges:<d: by 
system employed hy Actors “quity 
whereby operators and vaude im- 
presar:os would be obliged to post 
bonds to insure payment of salaries. 
Acts have been left holding the sack 
lateiy with failure in N. Y. of the 
Hollywood Restaurant and Interna- 
tional Casino and Majestic theatre’s 
vaude policy, thus motivating the 
bonding move. 

Tucker Fund would provide for 
hospitalization ‘or sick and needy 
members of the AFA. 


NAMES YANK CLEVE. 
PALACE OUT OF RED 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 


Pulled out of the red by the last 
five weeks of names, RKO’s Palace, 
only vaude spot here, is going after 
film and name bands exclusively for 
the next two months. Although there 
may be a shift of one week in dates, 
Nat Holt, RKO zone manager, has 
Mae West practically set for March 
24, Miss West broke all local at- 
tendance records last season, and 
will tilt theatre’s scale for the first 
time this year. 


Following Ann Sothern, Roger 
Pryor and Eleanore Whitney, Holt is 
building a new unit around Black- 
stone for Fei. 3. Dave Benis pro- 
ducing it for an RKO trek, working 
a line of 16 and three new acts 
around the magician. 


Lineup for next two months is the 
most promising talent house has 
nabbed this winter. Ted Weems 
slated for Feb. 10, ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
Feb. 17; Eddy Duchin, March 3; Vin- 
cent Lopez, March 17; Miss West, 
March 24, with Louis Prima’s band 
and a new unit. Holt also has tenta- 
tive agreement with Burns and Al- 
len, pending outcome of .eir federal 
court rap, for a iate March date. 


Philly’s Cafe-Airers 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Niteries getting a publicity break 
here on a weekly show being airec 
from WIP. Talent from a different 
spot each week is invited to partici- 
pate. Walton Roof, with heaviest 
show in town, takes it about once 
every three weeks. 

Lee Frederick, captain of the line 
at the Walton, m.c.s. She also scripis 
| the show, aided slightly, it is under- 
| stood, by Milt Shapiro, p.a. 
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Two Canton Theatres May Return 


) Years of Pictures 


Canton, Jan. 31. 

After more than five years with- 
; out stage shows, Loew’s and Palace, 
| straight film houses here, may switch 
to flesh shortly, Stage shows at the 
Palace, Akron, which weekly draws 
hundreds from here and nearby 
smaller towns, is believed to have 
prompted theatre operators here to 
consider a change. 

Under a tentative plan, Loew’s and 
the Palace would work on an agree- 
ment whereby the two houses would 
alternate stage shows, leaving each 
house with straight films every other 
| week, 
| The theatres have operated under 
be agreement for more than five 





years not to offer stage shows. 
Alleged unfair demands by musi- 
cians are said to have forced the 
theatres to abandon vaude. Stage- 
nands are reported to have agreed 
to concessions favorable to the op- 
erators of the two houses. 
Name Bands fer Akron 
Akron, Jan. 31. 

Success of stage units at Palace 
here is reflected in bookings for the 
next few weeks. Roger Pryor, Russ 
Morgan, Ted Weems, Eddy Duchin 
and Ted Lewis bands are scheduled. 

Palace has had best run of units in 
several years, few weeks passing 
without the stage being lighted. 


10 S.F. CAFES 
MAY LOSE 0%°S 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Ten leading niteries here face loss 
of their licenses following raids by 
State Board of Equalization agents 
last week. Clubs were cited as the 
first move in the Board’s new pro- 
gram of tighter enforcement of 
lioticr laws. They were directed to 
appear «! a hearing, yet to be set, 
to show cause why their licenses 
should not be suspended or revoked. 

Clubs cited for keeping open after 
the 2 a.m. closing law are the Em- 
bassy, Music Box, Moderne, Tivoli, 
Royal Hawaiian, Breakers, 39er, 245 
Mason and 203 Jefferson. 

Attorneys for the clubs indicated 
that they would base their defense 
on a charge that the 2 a. m. closing 
law is unconstitutional. George 
Reilly, newly elected member of the 
board, has added 14 new agents and 
four prowler cars to watch for liq- 
uor law violations here. 


MAGEE TAKES LEAVE AT 
MORRIS FOR ICKES POST 


Joe Magee, assistant to William 
Mor:.s, Jr. has taken a leave of 
absence from the agency to fill a 
request irom his former boss, Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold L 
Ickes. ; 

Ickes wanted him back as his 
secretary for a short period. 


Elsie Janis With Fay’s 
Vaude Opening Feb. 13 


Elsie Janis, who just folded her 
own Sunday night recitals, has 
signed with,Frank Fay for his new 
| vaudeville venture, one-a-day, $3.20 
os vaude at the Hudson, when it 


























opens Feb. 13. 

The Debonaires and the Merry 
Maes have also been set. 
Santrey Forms Unit For 


Tour; Stars Ed Leonard 


Henry Santrey is producing a 32- 





people unit in New York with Eddie ° 


Leonard starred. Will include San- 
trey’s Soldiers of Fortune band 
' (14). 


| Billy Jackson is setting the dates. 
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Winchell Chorus Girl Chapter in AFA 
Follows Whitehead-Calkins Feuding 





y 


Walter Winchell became an honor- 
ary member and inspirational or- 
ganizer of the American Federation 
of Actors Thursday (26) with the 
naming of a new chorus girl chap- 
ter after him. It followed the 
ouster of the union’s chief organizer, 
Harry R. Caikins. Through his in- 
vestigation of the AFA’s organizing 
of. girls, the columnist was ushered 
into the union activity which is be- 
ing interpreted as a move to keep 
nitery operators in-line and to 
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e015 YEARS AGOece 


(From VARIETY) 











London reported 24 of Britain’s| 
music halls open, with managers | 
complaining old contracts were} 
blocking new ideas and progress. 





Pauline Lord caused San Fran-/| 
cisco sensation when she stopped | 
performance of ‘Anna Christie’ at| 
the Alcazar because she heard snores 
coming from the audience. 








strengthen a weak link in the or- 
ganization. | 


Winchell, apprised of some rough 
tactics in unionization of the girls, | 
called Ralph Whitehead, executive 
secretary of the union, on the mat- 
ter. Whitehead suggested they get 
together. After a trial before the 
council, Calkins was let out for al-| 
legediy using abusive language to} 
the choristers. A Walter Winchell 
Chapter idea was then suggested, 
the N.Y. Mirror’s columnist tracing 
his interest in chorines to his early 
vaudeville days when he was be- 
friended by a dancer after being 
dropped from a show. 


Whitehead has since informed 
nitery operators around town that 
Calkins is no longer connected with 
the organization. Calkins refutes 
the reasons for his ouster, stating 
that Whitehead had been planning 
it for some time and only jumped at 
the opportunity to curry favor with 
the columnist and hypo the chorine 
situation. 
had been feuding for some time be- 
fore the breakup. Break was actu- 
ated by the show at the now defunct 
restaurant. All were called for trial 
after going on with the show when 
the union forbade it recently. 


About 100 girls attended the first 
meet at Edison Hall. Winchell, 
Whitehead, Sophie Tucker, AFA 
prez, and Harry Richman spoke. 
Another meeting will be held to- 
morrow (Thursday) at which wages 
and hours for girls will be discussed. 
With AFA trying to organize the 
Broadway »vresentation 
get stronger grip on nitery situa- 
tion, girls are calculated to be a 
staunch wedge, if eifectively 


grouped. 





Beity “andall, Garden City cebu- 
tante, now «orbtling with Richard 
Warren’s orchestra ai the Stork Club, 


| Revenge’ at San Francisco arrested 


Whitehead and- Calkins / 


heuses and | 


Actor playing in ‘The Bootlegger’s 


for alleged violation of the Volstead 
Act. 








Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, director of | 
the Rivoli, Rialto and Criterion, New | 


York, started a survey to find out | 
how radio was affecting theatre | 
business, 





Senator Lamazelle, crusader 
against nudity on Paris stages, de- 
feated for reelection. 





Vincent Lopez said they needed 
traffic cops backstage at the Hippo- 
drome to point out all the turns, 





U. S. District’ Judge Augustus N. 
Hand dismissed Max Hart’s monop- 
oly suit against B. F. Keith and 
the Orpheum circuit on the ground 
that vaude was not interstate com- 
merce, 





Republicans in Washington prom- 
ised support of Congressman Sol 
Bloom’s bill to control theatre ticket 

speculation. 





Frank Munsey reported to be 
angling for Evening World for esti- 
mated $14,000,000. 





Thirty-eight members of ‘Lightnin’ 
cast in San Francisco made pilgrim- 
age to grave of Frank Bacon at 
Mountain View. 





Steel curtain at Balaban & Katz 
Chicago theatre stuck. Management 
refunded all admissions. 





Rudolph Valentino crowned ‘King 
of the Movies’ at the Astor hotel, N. 
Y. Eddie Cantor clowned through 
embarassing stretch when ‘queen’ 
Marion Davies failed to appear. She 





Neew York. She won an ameteur 
singing contest held there recenily. 


The, THEATRE 





BOOKING 


emerged from the audience later and 
‘ook her seat on the throne. 
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J. Harold Murray, Rags 
Ragland Into N. Y. Nitery 


J. Harold Murray, Rags Ragland 
and Russell Trent, latter two from 
burley, top Leon & Eddie’s (N. Y.) 
new revue opening Friday (3). 





Ragland switches over from the | 


Continental, N. Y., newly opened 
strippery, for the engagement while 
Trent, his straight man and m.c., 
just wound up two weeks at the 
Gaiety, N. Y. It’s a professional 
comeback for Murray, ex-Ziegfeld 
juvenile. 





Frisco Hotel Installs Cafe 


To Cash In on Fair Trade} 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

The Mark Hopkins Hotel here .to 
install a sky room on top of the 
hotel. Top O’ the Mark is the 
moniker given to the room, which, 
it’s estimated, will cost about $100,000. 
Work being rushed on the project in 
order to cash in on the heavy tour- 
ist trade expected for the Fair. 

Management considering Dwight 
Fiske, Eve Symington, Russell 
Swann, Sheila Barrett and Alec 
Templeton to get the room under- 
way. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Frank ‘Dusty’ Rhoades, who was 
here for years, now managing his 
own newsstand in Victoria, B. C. 


Henry ‘Hank’ Hearn and wife now 
hibernating in Atlanta. He made 
the grade up here. 


Hap Ward, Jr., who has been an 
in-and-outer on the bed: routine, is 
now showing improvement. 


Jimmy Cannon feeling okay with 
lotsa added poundage. 


Dick ‘Tiny’ Morse, who spent some 
time here, is now a doorman at a 
local nitery. 

Matt Jones, of the local police 
force (five in all), was formerly a 
bass singer with a tent show quar- 
tet. 

Ray ‘Loew’ Ketchem has mastered 
four stages of his operation. 

The Frank Forsyths who have 
been members of the actors’ colony, 
were here for their annual checkup. 
The okay verdict, they went back to 
Troy. 

This colony can use books for its 
library. All contributions can be 
sent care of Variety, 91 Broadway, 
Saranac Lake. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 





Vaude in Reverse 











(Continued from Page 41) 





tion cost was misquoted. Manage- 
ment now claims it’s dropping the 
stage end because the policy has been 
a losing one. 

One factor in keeping it in the red 
was the employment of a house or- 
chestra, batoned by Teddy King, 
plus the occasional booking of name 
bands. At a 40c. admission top 
weekdays (50c. weekends), theatre 
found the name burden too much. 
Non-name shows, on the other hand, 
didn’t draw. 

Loew’s Century, Baltimore is also 
due for the skids. House drops pit 
band policy this or next week fol- 
lowing an 18-week trial. 


Singers, instrumentalists, etc., 


.| were used on stage apron with band 


during test. 





Mpls. Wants Flesh 

Minneapolis, Jam. 31. 
John J. Friedl, general manager of 
the Paramount Northwest circuit, 
wants stage shows for the Orpheum 
here, but declares he can’t find suf- 
ficient attraction. Back from a quest 
of names in New York he has only 
one offering, a Major Bowes ama- 

teur unit, to show for his efforts. 
Orpheum, pursuing an occasional 
stage show policy, already this sea- 
son has played many of the name 
bands, including Benny 
Horace Heidt, Rudy Vallee, Glenn 
Gray, Hal Kemp and Jimmy Dorsey. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Philadelphia’; two vaude houses 
using Negro name bands and talent 
shuttered last week due to lack of 
biz. They are Nixon’s Grand, which 
opened Thanksgiving, and the Lin- 
coln, which unveiled Christmas Day. 
Houses have been intermittently 
open and closed for years. Talk now 





of bringing the Yiddish stock troupe 


}enough to serve its purpose. 


Goodman, | 
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Night Club Reviews 











(Continued from page 40) 


CASINO RUSSE, N. Y. 


doblan and Misha Novy, whose or- 
chestras dish out American and 
Russian gypsy tunes. Novy is 
strictly for the latter type of mu- 
sic; Codoblan was formerly at the St. 
Regis’ Maisonette Russe. None of 
the music is hot, but it’s danceable 





Spot draws somewhat of a class 
crowd. Its main drawback lies in 
the slow presentation of the show 
despite the excellent touch lent it 





by m.c. Ashim-Khan, who’s a hold- | 
over. Somewhat anamolous in this | 
spot is Francine Farrell, who seems 
a far cry from the Bunchuks, Mat- 
vienkos and Sherokoffs on the same 
roster. Miss Farrell, a_ looker, 
doesn’t deserve so inconspicuous a 
part in the setup. She’s the Co- 
doblan warbler and dishes out the 
American tunes with little distinc- 
tion, but the main fault lies in the 
improper presentation. She gets no 
spot, intro, etc. 

Ashim-Khan heads the card and 
he’s ubiquitously charming, in gypsy 
costume or evening dress, lending 
a lusty voice as part of the floor 
show, or baritoning in the informal 
Continental manner in the cocktail 
lounge. . The Continental show is 
probably the most enjoyable part of 
the evening’s proclivities. There’s 
Alexander Bunchuk, Moranz and 
Codoblan instrumentally entertain- 
ing there towards the curfew hour. 
At this time there are only a hand- 
ful of customers about and the in- 
formality gives the spot its most dis- 
tinctive charm. 

Among the individual acts there’s 
Mira Gregor, a dark-haired looker, 
who does gypsy plaints and Rus- 
sian melodies; Matvienko, dagger 
dancer, who contributes a few en- 
tertaining moments; Sherokoff, a 


Arcadia, Philly, Set 
For Part-Time Show 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 


Arcadia-International, Philadel- 
phia nitery, which was forced to 
shutter 10 days ago, will be re- 
opened, probably at the end of this 
week. Instead of operating on an 
unprofitable nitery policy, however, 
as it has been, plan is to run it 
strictly as a restaurant during the 
week, with a band and show Satur- 
days. That decision wes the out- 
come of confabs last week among 
stockholders, creditors and the man- 
agement, 


Some opposition was voiced to 
continuing management by Arthur 
H. Padula. Confidence in him was 
expressed by a majority, however, 
and he will remain. He is also a 
large stockholder. 


Arcadia closed Jan. 21 when 
kitchen help walked out during the 








| with 





dinner hour, claiining they were 
owed back wages. 





1 


baritone; Daria Sokolskaya, a 
dancer; Marusia George, who ae, 
does Russian and 
The Russe groups are ensembled in 
one spot, in a gypsy ‘Fireside’ num. 
ber that’s very effective. 

Show’s talent nut runs to about 
$1,000 weekly. Minimum, $1.50 
week days; $2 Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays. 


CAFE MARGUERY 


(ADELPHI HOTEL, PHHELLY) 
Philadelphia, Jan, 27, 


Devoid of traveling bands since 
the Arcadia-International gave them 
up last season, Philly in the past few 
weeks has suddenly blossomed out 
such crews in three major 
spots. Two opened last week: Johnny 
Hamp here on Wednesday (25) and 
Little Jackie Heller at Benny’ the 
Bum’s on Friday (27). Red Norvo 
opened the week previous at the 
Benjamin Franklin hotel’s new Gar- 
den Terrace Room. 


Hamp’s 10-:nan outfit sticks pretty 
much to the sugary side, even going 
back a few years for pop senti- 
mental ballads, which are freshened 
up in arrangements and provide a 
steady source of. sweet music. In- 
strumentation is three brass, four 
saxes and three rhythm. Hamp 
opens the show with the- well- 
played-out impressions of other 
bands — Lombardo, Busse, Shep 
Fields, Kay Kyser and a combo of 
them all. Imitations are fair and a 
novelty is added by the band doing 
the audience requests. (Patron who 
kept shouting for mimic of Sousa 
was politely overlooked.) 

Hamp does a fair job as m.c,, 
although acts don’t get a break on 
his pronunciation of their names. 
Vocalizing for the outfit is handled 
by Jayne Whitney and trumpeter 
Gordon Smith. Miss Whitney is an 
attractive looker with a nice set of 
pipes which aren't aided by a creak- 
ing p.a. system, Smith hasn’t much 
voice, getting by mainly on person- 
ality. He’s a romantic cro6ner type, 
who also hoofs. Wins more in latter 
by showmanship than technique. 

John Devant’s magi turn was 
pulled out of the fire when caught 
by two excellent stooges called from 
the audience. Bag of tricks has little 
variation or pace and is rather ama- 
teurish. Dance duo is Bernhardt 
and Graham. Only so-so on looks 
they’re a little too hefty for some of 
the stuff they try. Good, however, 
on a final fast routine and come back 
with a strong encore, “Turkey in the 
Straw.’ 

Frank Rande does a dog baiancing 
routine. Opens standard with a 
moderate-sized pooch doing a one- 
leg balance on Rande’s finger. Rande 
reprises with some of the same 
stunts done by a much larger canine, 
Gine, Duffin and Lewis close with 
a comic ballroom terp burlesque. 
Two guys and a gal go through usual 
knockabout routine, starting off as 
though it were serious, 

Show is principally in need of 
one standout act. Also hampered by 
dull lighting, as is, in fact, the whole 
room, Femme complaint is that the 
orange light automatically removes 

make-up from their faces. 
Herb. 


BYPSy songs well, 






















REMOS 


and His 


TOY BOYS 


This Week and Next Week: 


New York City 
Sole Agent: MR. PHIL BLOOM, 
clo Music Corp. of America 


Perm. Addr. PAUL REMOS 


310 Riverside Drive, N. Y. C. 
Tel.: ACadem,y 4-1700 


PAUL 


The Only Act of Its Kind in the World 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
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DANNY DRAYSON 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 

















HOPE 





that kept it open last year into the 
| Lincoln, | 





MINOR and ROOT 


Opening Tonight (Feb. 1st) 


HARRY RICHMAN’S “ROAD TO MANDALAY” 


HOTEL DELMONICO, NEW YORK 


EDDIE 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 








OF COLLEGE 
INN, Ciil 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

Upheaval at the Sherman hotel 
may close the hostelry’s College Inn 
and reduce the hotel to a small- 
time spot. Hotel has steadily de- 
clined in importance to show biz 
during the past five years, 
dications are that it may follow the 
lead of the Hotel Morrison in scram- 
ming the amusement field entirely. 

Plan is now under way to reduce 
the nitery to about 250 seats in- 
stead of the present capacity of ap- 
proximately 700. Also considered is 
folding the room entirely and keep- 
ing shows only in the cheap-priced 
Old Town room and the cocktail 
lounge known as The Dome. 

Hotel’s direct booking of many 
acts recently has been followed by 
charges that these acts must play 
conventions and private parties even 
though they have been booked on the 
assumption they were only to play 
the College Inn. Trouble arising 
from this is said to be a motivat- 
ing factor in the hotel's considera- 
tion of closing the cafe. 

Also readying to pounce on the 
Sherman is the American Federa- 
tion of Actors due to the hotel’s re- 
fusal to sign an agreement with it. 
Union is understood preparing to 
picket the hotel. 


MEET TO DECIDE FATE 
OF HOLLYWOOD REST. 


Officers and creditors of the again 
defunet Hollywood Restaurant, New 
York, meet Feb. 6 before a judge of 
the Federal Bankruptcy Court, N. Y., 
to decide the future of the spot. 

Creditors are reported inclined not 
to press for bankruptcy if they can 
be reasonably assured the eatery 
can be operated at a sufficient profit 
to insure payoff of outstanding 
debts. 
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FLUSHING CAFE SUED BY 
TRIO FOR CANCELLATION 


Operators of the Camel Cafe, 
Flushing, New York, were sued Sat- 
urday (28) by Ralph Leonard, vio- 
linist; Roy Oliver, accordionist- 
singer, and Carl Pallant, pianist-ac- 
cordionist for cancellation of an en- 
gagement. Trio is asking $100 for 
refusal of nitery to employ them 
after verbally agreeting to a date 
which was cancelled two days be- 
fore it was to start. 

Also concerned in the suit is Bar- 
ney Gillman, who agented the deal. 
This marks the third of such litiga- 
tions in which Gillman has been 
involved. In each case he prompted 
acts into filing, basing his reasons 
on claim that an oral agreement is 
just as binding as a written con- 
tract. 

Other two suits were successful. 
Jack Miller and Janet, skating act, 
won against the Monte Carlo Ca- 
sino, New York, Jan. 10. Leroy 
and Rogers, knockabout turn, col- 
lected out of court in December 
from Oetjen’s, Brooklyn nitery. 








Balto Clamps Down 
On Nitery Strippers 





Baltimore, Jan, 31. 

Under orders from Police Com- 
missioner Robert F. Stanton, local 
police this week clamped down on 
niteries utilizing strippers. Follow- 
ing confab at which law was laid 
down to nitery operators, arrest was 
made in Subway Club, with Jimmie 
Beard, proprietor, and an offending 
peeler, haled before a magistrate. 

They won an aquittal but brought 
further warnings to bonifaces to 
standardize the apparel. 

Biz n.s.g. since New Year’s. Only 
interest seems to be in more in- 
timate spots where policy of soft 
music and no entertainment, plus 
moderately priced menu, seems to 
be the answer. 





Lucille Johnson opened at the 
Glass Hat, New York, last night 





(Tuesday), filling niche vacated by 
the Four McNallie Sisters. 








4 FREED IN B’KLYN ON 
BAIL IN INDECENT SHOW 


Tom Torre, booker, was arrested 
and released in $500 bail Thursday 





decent show in Brooklyn. 


(26) for allegedly arranging an in-| 
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DICTATORIAL RULE OF AFA CHARGED 
VS. WHITEHEAD BY OUSTED ORGANIZER | 





Secretary Dominates 


Letter to 4A’s by Harry R. Calkins Claims Executive 


‘Dummy Council’—Or- 


ganizer Ousted Last Week for ‘Abusing Power’ 








First official charge of one-man 


| 


} that all are employees of the WPA’s 


Three| control of the American Federation |Federal Theatre Project, or paid em- 


ployees of the AFA itself, 


girls on the show were freed in $100 of Actors was lodged against Ralph | *~".-~ ~~ “ 


bail each. 

They were pinched at the Marine 
and Field Club, and are being held 
for Magistrate’s Court, Coney Island, 
for hearing Feb. 14. 





Texas Casa Manana Sions 


Fort Worth, Jan. 31. 

Casa Manana directo-s Saturday 
(28) signed a contract for the 1939 
show here with Stella Tours, Inc., a 
producing subsidiary of the William 
| Morris agency. Contract will go into 
effect as soon as a few minor changes 
have been agreed upon. Corpora- 
tion is to supply the show directors 
with a lineup of talent by April 15. 

Show will consist of a name band, 
a radio star a week, five vaudeville 
acts and 70 Texas chorus girls. Show 
set to open July 25. 


Bankrupt Tuckahoe Cafe 
Asks Deferment of Debts 


Murray’s, Tuckahoe (N., Y.) nitery, 
last week petitioned the N. Y. Fed- 
eral court for permissics to defer 
its debt payments as provided for 
under the Chandler amendment to 
the bankruptcy act. Corporate title 
was Let’s Go to Murray’s, Inc. 

Schedule, which was attached to 
the petition, gave the liabilities as 
$47,732 and assets, $11,146. 











Nonie Mitchell, songstress, opened 
at the Mandalay in Los Angeles. 


Morris Producing Deal 


| Whitehead, executive secretary of 
the AFA, yesterday (Tuesday) by 


Harry R. Calkins, former chief or- | 


| ganizer, in a complaint to the parent 


union, Associated Actors and Ar- 
tistes of America. Reports of similar 
action by others interested have 
been knocking around for some time, 
but this is first time that the mat- 
ter has been brought into the open. 

Calkins was dropped-from AFA 
| last week after a run-in with White- 
head on organizational policies. It 
is alleged that he abused his power 
| in negotiations with chorus girls in 
| Broadway niteries, a charge that was 
aired at a council trial before he 
was dismissed. 

Calkins’ letter to the Four A’s 
states that the writer disclaims per- 
sonal responsibility for fulfilment of 
contracts existing between night 
clubs and the union, adding that he 
no longer has confidence in the 
union. 

Letter outlines series of alleged 
existing evils, charging that White- 
head administers union’s affairs 
without restraint. It points out that 
such executives as Sophie Tucker, 
Harry Richman, Joe Laurie, Jr., 
rarely, if ever, attend executive 
council meetings. It’s also -noted 
that AFA’s constitution says seven 
members constitute a quorum, al- 
though there are 32 members in the 
council, 

Claims the ‘active quorum’ is 
composed of persons. who have not 
been actively engaged in the com- 
mercial theatre for many years and 








AFA cannot extend protection to 
|circus workers (exclusive of per- 
| formers) since same is not covered 
in charter granted by the Four A’s. 
| Yet, letter continues, these same la- 
borers are included in an actors’ 
union, though not given any voice 
in election of officers of either the 
AFA or the Four A’s. 


‘Dummy Council’ 

Calkins accuses union of operat- 

ing under a dummy council whose 
members are dependent on good of- 
fices of Whitehead. He also states 
that monies are carelessly expended 
| after collection. ; 
No copies of the union’s by-laws 
jand constitution are available for 
new members, most of whom are 
compelled to join in order to work in 
closed shops, minus knowledge of 
|rights or benefits gained through 
|membership, it is alleged. Calkins’ 
letter states having urged reform of 
above conditions while employed 
with the union for 18 months until 
last week. His efforts were without 
avail owing to dictatorial character 
of Whitehead, according to com- 
plaint. 

It’s pointed out by Calkins that of 
32 listed council members only Wal- 
ter Diggs, Jed Dooley, Frank Lynch, 
Guy Magley, Eddie Miller, Jessie 
Noble, Thomas D. Senna, Charles 
Mosconi, Mat Shelvey (local WPA 
vaude supervisor) and Whitehead 
attend council meetings regularly. 
Five of foregoing are employees or 
officers receiving salaries. Some are 
located in branches. 

Calkins state. that until two years 


(Continued on page 54) 
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DAVE APOLLON 


Touring Texas Interstate Circuit for his seventh consecutive season 
and playing to S.R.O. at every performance in every theatre with his 
"Varieties of 1939" featuring his new 15-Piece American Orchestra 
With MELISSA MASON - THREE OXFORD BOYS - RUTH PETTY - TOMMY TRENT - SIX HONEY FAMILY - MILDRED LAW 


IVAN THE TERRIBLE - And Many Others 





THE HOUSTON PRESS 
Saturday, January 14, 1939 


Apollon’s New Effort Keeps Him 
On Top of Met’s Stage Show List 


Has Great Cast of Performers Who 
Do Many and Varied Things 

















laughs and entertainment. 


I’ve said it before and I'll say 
book, Dave always heads the 
during the season. This year 


By PAUL HOCHULI 
Dave Apollon’s “Varieties of 1939” on the stage are worth 
the time and money of anybody looking for an armload of 


Personally, I don’t see how he does it, but every time Dave 
hits the Met he has a better show than he had the year before. 


it again, this time for his scrap 
best stage show the Met offers 


THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE 
Sunday, January 15, 1939 


By MILDRED STOCKARD 
—Metropolitan 
Definitely entertaining is the bill 
at the Metropolitan this week. The 
little Russian whirlwind, Dave 
Apollon, is back again with the best 
of all the stage shows he has 
brought to Houston. Besides his 
band, a new and rhythmic swing 
group. 





is no exception, either. 


Worth Despite Bad 


FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 
Monday, January 9, 1939 


Dave Apollon Draws Full House At 


Weather for Theatre 





Outside the Worth Theatre it 


Apollon’s revue packed ‘em in. 
to standing room. 
how to please ’em.” 

He’s right. He does. 

















By BESS STEPHENSON 
Dave Apollon beamed in four languages Sunday afternoon. 


swept around the corner with a low “gloomy Sunday” moan. 


It was a heck of a day for show business, 
Yet, once again (for the seventh time in seven years} Dave 


‘I guess,” said Dave with appropriate modesty, “I must know 


was raining in sheets. Wind 


The Worth was packed even 











Dave Apollon, 
theater, where for 
variety shows. 

Apollon is surrounded by a 
unit, but with the Russian at the 
man is an ace entertainer. 


several years 


naster showman, ; 
"! now he has been a favorite with theat 


roup of good acts that would fill the b 
he pil wheal, a good show becomes a much better one. 


When Apollon opens his mouth the audience 


The Dispatch-Journal, Dallas, Texas, January 2, 1939 


APOLLON HEADS VARIETY SHOW AT MAJESTIC THEATRE 


E. M. B. 


pilot 


does the same... and 


again heads a bang-up variety revue at the Majestic 


ill with any vaudeville 


He dances. 


regoers who like 


The 


out comes frame- 
He sings. He 








The Press-Scimitar, Memphis, Tennessee, Monday, December 26, 1938 


DAVE APOLLON MAKES ANOTHER HIT AT ORPHEUM 


By JACK BRYAN 


The special flash, the breath-catching something that seems to be a basic 
requirement for admission as an entertainer into one of Dave Apollon’s shows is 
more than ever prominent in the lineup of top entertainers that he has brought to 
the Orpheum this week, 

With an excellent swing band setting a new pace in place of the Filipinos, he has 
brought with him in the past, Dave has crowded his stage with a coterie of choice 
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Kids the idieaes. Mie are aimee te be Mriaded by his performers. He's busy every ee Se ce to his reputation as one of the most generous 
inute, 
i 
MANY THANKS TO MR. BOB O'DONNELL FOR BOOKING MY SHOW FOR 1940 peu2iifi""Suexe 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





Wednesday, February 1, 











MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Symphony orch, Rockettes, Ballet 
Corps, Choral Ensemble, ~ Paul Re- 
mos Co., Ruby Mercer, Nicholas 
Daks, Kay, Katya & Kay; ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO), reviewed in VARIETY 
Jan. 25. 


A compact, colorful show under 
the title of ‘The Waltz King,’ dedi- 
cated to the melodies of Johann 
Strauss and skilfully staged by Leon 
Leonidoff, but minus any sock acts, 








forced into an encore, ‘Peckin,’ in 
which he is aided by a fellow-tooter, 
Freddie Stulce. 

Added starters are Winton and 
Diane and Lorraine and Rognran. 
Former are a dance duo well propor- 
tioned for this type show. Instead of 
standard ballroomology, they lean to 
the jitterburg motif, but in moderate 
degree. It’s a nice combo of tapping, 
wiid alligator antics and ballroom. 
Kids are nicely dressed, good lookers 
and mesh well. Lorraine and Rog- 
nan are a youthful looking comedy 





furnishes effective relief for this} 
week’s film, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO). 
Settings of Bruno Maine are not as 
pre.entious as sometimes employed | 
here, but they have been well con- 
ceived and are benefitted by the 
good lighting plot of Eugene Braun. 
Very often the Hall can do a lot with 
simple but coloriul sets, sky back- 
grounds and the like. This week, as 
often also, sets are whirled around 
into position on the mechanical 
stage. 

A brief prelude of Strauss’ music 
is the opener by Hall’s symphonic 
orchestra. As it shortly recedes to 
show-playing position, the stage, 
against a starry sky, lights up with 
a flock of hansom cabs which face 
the audience, the passengers aboard 
being the choral group. For effec- 
tive topping, a hansom drawn by 


| Gal’s double-jointed and has a pecu- 





a horse moves across the wide 
stage. Ruby Mercer, an ingenue type | 
of singer, does ‘Liebeswalzer’ in a 
soprano which has merit. | 

Splitting the action, the acrobatic | 
act of Kay, Katya and Kay (New 
Acts), a very clever turn of its kind, 
comes through with a routine down- 
stage. Act consists of two men and 
a woman. It is very definitely a click 
for picture houses, vaudeville or 
niteries. ‘ 

A pretty garden scene, beautifully 
lit, with a large oak tree centering, 
services for the Polka Militaire of 
the Rockettes, an excellent routine, 
and for the Paul Remos midget of- 
fering. Remos is still working with 
two small midgets, with an acrobatic 
opening followed by the perch ex- 
hibition which has been a part of 
this act for a long time. Midgets are 
cute but on occasion seem a littie 
small-timey for the Hall. This is 
parily through an effort to accentu- 
ate the cuteness. The lilliputs do a 





pair. Get away in standard enough 
style, but quickly turn out to be! 
whammo for this type audience. | 


an anatomi- 
Some of result- 


liar knack of making 
cal mess of herself. 


ing lines are pretty blue, but not 

afanciewn an A emarl guar oll the wav 
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Herb. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 





Boston, Jan. 27. 
Jean Carroll & Buddy Howe, Max- 
ellos (5), Youman Bros., Bob King, 
Farrell, Drew & Ruthmettes (5), 
Eddie Rosenwald’s house orch; ‘Little | 
Orphan Annie’ (Par) and ‘Cipher | 
Bureaw’ (FN), dual. : 








Opening with a good flash act, | 


| Farrell, Drew and Rhythmettes, and | 


closing with the surefire fast risley 
routine of the Maxellos, this week’s 
stage offering maintains a fair pace. 
Opening act gives out an assortment 
of tans by the two boys and the 
girl trio. Good challenge dancing 
by the boys is a highlight. Jean 
Carroll is m.c., doing all right, except 
that she begs too much for applause. 
Same fault is evident in her own 
turn, with Miss Carroll handling the 
gags and Howe feeding. Both show 
off some good hoofing, and in this 
department surpass their efforts in 
the comedy line. 
Youman Bros., with clarinet, fiddle 
and accordion, impersonate Casa 
Loma, Wayne King, Benny Good- 
man, Shep Fields, Ted Lewis, and a 
Dutch band with commendable re- 
sults—and they close with the in- 
evitable ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Except 
for the finale, act has distinction. 











Bob King, new ventriloquist to 
this house, uses two dummies. One 





barrel-roll going off, but fail to sus- 
tain it all the distance from center 
stage to the wings. 

With a choral background, the 
ballet does a valse Viennesse for the 
close which has been prettily rou- 
tined by Florence Rogge. Costumes 
are colorful and gay. 

In addition to the feature picture 
and stage presentation, program this 
week includes an organ solo by 
Richard Leibert, regular at the con- 
sole here, and a few clips of news- 
Teel shots. 

Business good Friday night. Char. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 
Tommy Dorsey’s Orch, Jack Leon- 
ard; Edythe Wright, Skeets Herfut, 
Lorvains i Regman, tou _achtader’ 
orraine n chrader’s 
‘Gees band; “Flirting With Fate’ 


Earle brings Tommy Dorsey back 
this sesh for his second visit in 10 
months. While the reception ac- 
corded him both at the b.o. and in 
the house is considerably quieter 
than when the jitterbugs were at 
their peak last March, it’s no direct 
fault of the combo provided by the 
‘Sentimental Gentleman of Swing.’ 
Vocalists are the same—Jack Leon- 
ard and Edythe Wright—and the 
music’s not different from what it’s 
always been, a mite sweeter, if any- 
thing. To this, however, Dorsey 
has added a clicko comic chirper in 
‘Skeeter’ Herfurt, who toots the 
reeds in his less frantic moments. 

House management, fortunately, 
gives Dorsey plenty of rein on time. 
Only two acts are set into the bill 
with him. so he has full opportunity 
to exhib not on'yv his troupe, but his 
swell music. Tee-off, of course, is 
Dorsey’s theme and tromboning. The 
15 lads are backed by a nifty modern 
New York skyline set, done in phos- 
phorescent paint. It makes an at- 
traciive stage. 

Stick-swisher shows nice variety 
in numbers by quickly switching 
from sweeter ones, with which he 
sizzis, to ‘Eeale Street Blues.’ Edythe 
Wright, quite a marquee name in 
he-self, seems unfairly held down 
with but two numbers, ‘Beautiful 
B->y’ and ‘Mulberry Bush.’ Person- 
ab'e and with a voice that the Earle 
jitterbug trade follows regularly via 
ether, Miss Wright hardly has a 
chence to do right by herself or the 
audience. Got off, after a half-a- 
dozen bows, only by Dorsey starting 
‘Sor.g of India.’ Jack Leonard gets a 
better opportunity to’ peddle his 
wares with ‘Get Out of Town,’ ‘Old 
Folks, ‘Deep in a Dream’ and 
‘Change Partners.’ Also comes in on 
Dorsey’s ‘Marie,’ with usual nifty 
vocal backing from the bandsmen. 

New to the kids here is Herfurt, 
one of the strong points of the show. 
Iniroed as ‘Dopey,’ he’s able to screw 

up his phiz so he looks not too unlike 
Snow White’s little friend. Starts 
with a novelty, ‘Kermit the Hermit,’ 
backed by the pipes of the entire 
crew. Then does a variation of ‘Ding 
Daddy Dumont'’s,’ and is 








is a girl figure, and the other is a 
tiny doll. Second half of the turn 
with Tiny has more laughs then the 
first. Vocal duo by King and Tiny 
gets good response. Fox. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Jan. 28. 
Sisson & Neale, Dare & Yates, 
Don Zelaya, Tess Gardell (Aunt 
Jemima), Hollywood Doubles; ‘Spy 
Ring’ (Col) and ‘Mysterious Miss 
X’ (Rep). 











Two pictures plus a vaudeville 
show at 40c top, and two-bits in the 
afternoon. Is this the ultima thule 
of bargain-hunters? Maybe not. 
The way this town has been going, 
maybe they'll be letting ’em in for 
cigar coupons next to see 16 pic- 
tures plus 90 acts of vaudeville, plus 


a free Junch. 

That the public realizes that this is 
quite a bargain is evidenced by the 
fine business house was enjoying at 
the last show Friday (27). And the 
audience seemed to be enjoying the 
show, so it's a fair deal all around. 

With the adding of the extra 
flicker, the house has dropped the 
house line, always a pretty sight, 
even though it might not have 


Five quick acts run on and off with- 
out too much style or presentation, 
but bargain-hunters’ can’t 
choosers, 

Sisson and Neale have always 
been a good little musical novelty, 
comprising femme duet of harpist 
and whistler. Good delivery and put 
over birds and song routines with 
polish. Dare and Yates are a regu- 
lation comedy hand-to-hand pair 
with standard routines and the 
standard taughs. They could change 
their music, however, to advantage. 
Too quiet, classic and serious for 
their act. 

Zelaya continues to be the best 
seller of soft soap in the vaude busi- 
ness. Gives ’em a handful of balo- 
ney and makes the audiences beg for 
more. He is a lesson in mass psy- 
chology. A smart and clever show- 
man who knows what he’s doing and 
who never misses landing with a 
sock. His gab about jazz rhythms 
and his quick piano bits are surefire 
in any vaude spot. 

Tess Gardell is another vaude 
veteran who is guaranteed entertain- 
ment. With her splendid make-up 
and costuming, plus personality and 
strong voice, she whams home her 
song routine. 

For a while it looked as if the Hol- 
lywood Doubles really were an act. 
But later developments prove that 
it’s strictly a meaningless jumble of 
impersonators. The Herbert and 
Durbin bits are good and solid, but 
then there are Joe E. Brown, Pitts, 
Will Rogers and Mae West to ruin 
the entire illusion. Act stili has a 
chance, but that chance must be 
based on ability of its members and 
not upon the mere label that this is 
an impersonation of Garbo. Turn 
needs plenty of fixing. Gold. 


. 





meant actual cash at the wicket.’ 


COLISEUM, LONDON 


London, Jan. 21. 
Gaillard Four, Smith Bros. (4), 
Archie Eiray, Jack Daly, Dixie Bros. 
(3), Buster Shaver and Olive and 
George, Stanley Proffitt and Norman 
Evans, Florence Desmond, Renee 
Houston and Donald Stewart. 








Search for topliners to head vaude- 
ville bills in London has reached the 
stage where it is causing beaucoup 
headaches. The more recent stand- 
ard tops of bills are apparently not 


drawing. In the Coliseum show there | 


are Renee Houston, supported by 
Donald Stewart, and Florence Des- 
mond. Noi so iong ago either of these 
would have been regarded as a suf- 
ficient headline attraction, supported 
by a well-balanced bill. The man- 
agement found it necessary to top 
the bill with a pair of champion 
table tennis players, who are easily 
the most entertaining act of the per- 
formance. Probably second, in point 
of entertainment value, is Buster 
Shaver with his midgets, Olive and 
George Brosnow. 

Renee Houston and Donald Stew- 
art work together nicely, with Stew- 
art cleverly feeding Miss Houston. 
But it is not the old Houston Sis- 
ters’ brilliancy, because sister Billie 
was far and away the best ‘straight 
man’ in the country. Renee has un- 
consciously become sophisticated, and 
the childish quips which made her 
an outstanding personality are not as 
convincing with her more mature 
dressing. 

Florence Desmond, England’s ace 
mimic, seems to be growing careless 
in the matter of working out new 
material. For example, last year she 
based her turn on a cocktail party 
given by Leslie Henson to a number 
of stage celebrities. Her Henson 
husky voice was an extremely clever 
imitation. She has now changed it to 
Syd Walker, radio performer, using 
the identical vocal mannerisms she 
employed for Henson. The act does 
not register the same verve. 

Table tennis exhibition is given 
by Stanley Proffitt and Norman 
Evans. Proffitt has won practically 
every open tournament in this coun- 
try between 1929 and the present 
day. Evans is a rising young English 
player. Game is augmented by a 
commentator with a running fire of 
chatter that is disconcerting to the 
players and the audience, and un- 
necessary. 

Diminutive Olive Brosnow in the 
Buster Shaver act, with her impish 
face, plus grace and artistry, wins 
the audience wholeheartedly. 

Gaillard Four, two mixed couples, 
comprise a colorful opening turn in 
Hungarian and acrobatic dances. 
Four Smith Bros. deliver modern 
harmony. Attired in dress clothes, 
they bear no resemblance to the 
coughdrop manufacturers. They har- 
monize ‘When We Were Sweet Six- 
teen’ and ‘Silver Threads Amongst 
the Gold,’ but are only fair. 

Archie Elray, ventriloquist, assist- 
ed by a femme, does a neat turn 
with three dummies. Not a fast act, 
judged by modern standards, but 
substantially competent. Jack Daly, 
an Irish singer plus a few stories, 
vocalizes with a pleasing voice that 
sounds as if it would register over 
the radio. Three Dixie Bros.. acro- 
batic. comedy, dancing, knockabout 
trio imported from the continent, are 
faite good, but not particularly orig- 

nal. 

Show closes with Big Bill Camp- 
bell and His Hillbilly band. The act 
has been shortened by the deletion 
of a lot of unnecessary announce- 
ments and now makes a good hokum 
turn. Jolo, 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 





Montreal, Jan. 27. 
Schlepperman, Roberta, Count 
Berni Vici Orch with Lane & Lane, 
aoe Sf. ng i. _ Gene 
0., Edi arler; ‘ i 
Manton’ (RKO). eset: 30 





Problem house of the local first- 
run setup this week makes its 
first strong bid for attention since 
the opening last fall, with a flashy, 
nicely balanced irl show. Film 
Mad Miss Manton’ should hold up 
easily against current fare at the 
straight picture houses. 

With cost of stage show around 
$4,500, Loew’s also jacks up admis- 
sion prices from 40 to 60c¢ in the 
evenings and from 25 to 40c for 
matinees. With vast ground floor at 
capacity for opening show Friday 
afternoon, indications are that high- 
er scale of prices won’t keep the 
customers away providing house can 
line up strong stage shows. An NTG 
presentation is penciled in, but 
whether house wiil be able to get 
enough celluloid is something else. 
Consolidated operates other first- 
runs also. 

Count Berni Vici unit, billed as 
‘Stars Over Broadway,’ clicks with 
spectacular settings on a double 
stage, a smooth, versatile all-girl 
band, and a smart-looking line of 
eight girls. 

_ Edith Tarler scores solidly with 
imitations of w.k.s, and encores 
with a clever piece of business about 
a cockney mother buying a pair of 
shoes. Bill Guthrie, cowboy song- 
ster, registers strongly with two 





numbers, while Larue and Carroll 


| largest opening day crowd house has} 





also do well with an adagio routine. 
Roberta, featured in billing in con- 
nection with a ‘startling Star Dance,’ 
delivers a conventional semi-nude 
walk across the stage, but veiled. 
Gene Gory provides a few laughs 
fooling around with prop violins, but 
does better with musical impressions 
of church chimes and a dog fight. 
Lane and Lane contribute an excel- 
lent acrobatic routine climaxed with 
rope-skipping that lands solidly. 
chlepperman holds next to shut 
with a line of familiar comedy pat- 
ter. Well received. Production is 
strong on scenic effects, the Mis- 
sissippi Boat Race drawing heavy 
applause, as did other efforts along 
the same lines. Femmes are look- 
ers and orch numbers are pleasing 
throughout. Mori, 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Jan. 28. 
Roger Pryor and orch (13), Val 
Setz, Red Hodgeson, Barr & Estes, 
Eleanor Whitney, Ann Sothern; ‘Off 
the Record’ (WB). 








Addition of two new acts turns the 


1939 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton orch, Mauri 
Betty Veclen Winsted Trio; ‘Mare 
Antoinette’ ( -G). 











Vogue of band shows on Broadway 
is bringing something of a boom to 
all-gal orchestras as well as to the 
male outfits. Ina Ray Hutton is cur. 
_rent here, while Rita Rio and her 
crew are at Billy Rose’s Casa Ma. 
nana. 


Since the feature picture rungs 
nearly three hours, Miss Hutton’s 
present appearance is telescoped to 
only about 30 minutes. Even go 
there’s scarcely enough. entertain. 
ment to span that brief route. Band 
doesn’t cut much ice musically and 
the two supporting acts are routine 
stuff. Otherwise there’s only the 
familiar display of Miss Hutton’s 
flashy chassis. 

Although Miss Hutton has changed 
her act a trifle, it’s still built on a 
basic, though obvious and limited, 
formula. Whole idea is visual ap- 
peal to the predatory male. Gal has 
a snappy figger, which she exhibits 





Roger Pryor-Ann Sothern unit into a 
bell-ringer for the Palace, which is 


in a succession of showy, revealing 
gowns. She scarely pretends to be a 
musician, but lends plenty of decora- 
tive effect. To her credit, she mani- 


getting on its vaude feet again. Plus| festly tosses the down-fronters into a 
Eleanor Whitney, Clevelander from! dither and she can draw biz when 


Paramount’s studio, show magnetized | 


had this winter. 

Localite, who was known here as 
Wittenberg until Rae Samuels took 
her under her wing, returns with a 
75% improved act. On the petite 
side, with engaging costume of black- 
laced trousers, she beats out techni- 
cally tricky taps. Comedy style 
doesn’t have much sureness, but she 
puts over a good take-off of a film 
glamour gal. Ribbing of Pryor and 
politicians is okay, although a bit 
brittle. 

Jumping into a late spot, Miss 
Whitney changes show’s pace nicely 
after Pryor’s cleverly delivered im- 
pression of Bert Williams. She steps 
it up properly for band’s grooving 
brasses, which swing from ‘Tiger 
Rag’ to some horseplay convincing- 
ly. Imitations of rival orchestras, 
which might be corny in other hands, 
are handled crisply by maestro, who 
knows his mike stuff. He breaks 
down audience at start with ‘Whis- 
tler and His Dog’ interpretation. 





Val Setz, deucer, galvanizes a 
tough spot with some finely timed 
juggling of balls and Indian clubs, 
but is more skillful with his hands 
than his chatter. Red Hodgson sells 
another interlude by hoking up his 
cornet for a good laugh. 

Show builds up a custom-made 
entrance for Miss Sothern, who fur- 
ther ingratiates herself in amiable 
family banter with husband-band- 
master. Although her gown seems 
too theatrically fussy, her clear so- 
prano and microphone poise in three 
ballads stops any criticism. Clever 
curtains number with Pryor had 
even first matinee crowd clapping 
their mitts long after they had dis- 
appeared. Pullen. 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


—---- 





Atlanta, Jan. 28. 
Roxyettes 6), William and 
Charles, Freddie Craig, Jr., Ray and 
Harrison, Mike Segal house band 
(11); ‘Down in Arkansaw’ (Rep). 





Absence of headliner, Harry Stock- 
well, who did voice of Prince 
Charming in Walt Disney’s ‘Snow 
White and Seven Dwarfs,’ not only 
shortened, but also weakened this 
bill. Show caught was fourth on 
opening day (28), and Stockwell had 
appeared on previous three, but 
backfires in his larynx forced him 
off. With him out, show runs only 
50 minutes. 

Following house band’s overture, 
featuring ‘Girl Friend of waisting 
Dervish,” eight Roxyettes in form 
male attire come on and are joined 
by eight others in flowing gowns for 
forte Swing routine to Von Flotow’s 
Martha.’ William and Charles, in 
clown getup, then proceeded to tie 
up show with their novelty musical 
act. They sit at table and coax ‘Bye 
Bye Blues’ out of dinner things— 
silver, glasses, bottles and even a 
pseudo roast duck. Charles then 
plays “My Gal Sal’ with musical 
discs. Pair then get tunes out of a 
batch of champagne bottles and 
bells. Sock is added when hats, 
gloves and leggings light up and 
they take on appearance of musical 
een trees. They had to beg 
8) 


Roxyettes are back at this point in 
a school days number, doing a kick 
routine to ‘Ten Pretty G' 3.’ Fred- 
die Craig, Jr., upside down writer 
uses four blackboards, answers ques- 
tions from customers and does 
mathematics. Personable, his act is 
smooth, well presented and pleases. 

Six Roxyettes then give a pre- 
view of a snowball routine they’ll 
do next week, dancing atop large 
balls. Naomi Ray and Eddie Harri- 
son, next-to-close, with their non- 
sensical ‘Pain in the Ballet’ turn. 
Femme is a beefy individual and her 
partner is little more than half her 
size. They do a comedy adagio, 
mixing in chatter and hokum. 

Fi a puss in boot illusion 











routine by Roxyettes. It’s neat. Biz 





at show caught was good. Luce, 


shrewdly spotted and ballyhooed. 

A former hoofer, Miss Hutton has 
dropped the last of her terp 
stuff. She now sticks to swishing 
the stick and vocalizing a few num- 
bers. She’s only fair at the latter, 
Little variation in her style of sing- 
ing, so all her numbers sound alike. 

Orchestra also fails to vary its 
style of playing or change its tone. 
That, plus distinctly commonplace 
arrangements, produces a tiresome 
brand of music. 

Two supporting acts with the band 
are the Winsted Trio (New Acts) and 
Maurice and Betty Whalen. Former 
consist of a fairly pert gal and two 
lads with guitars. Whalens, an un- 
usually young looking pair, do one 
fairly presentable adagio_ routine, 
They’re adept, some of their tricks 
are good and they build nicely to a 
flash finale. Hobe. 


RIVERA, BROOKLYN 


Jeanette Hackett & Delovlies (8), ° 
Alyse Cerf, WHN’s Refugees From 
Germany (10), Joe Besser & Lee 
Royce, Gus Van & Harry DeCosta, 
Ted Eddy’s house orch (10); ‘For- 
bidden Territory’ (Rep). 








Vaude experiment in this Brook- 
lyn nabe appears pointed in the 
wrong direction. Instead of a b.o, 
success, continuation of the present 
method of presenting the show in- 
dicates another murder rather than 
revival of stage entertainment, 
House needs a hypo in classy talent, 
stage lighting and production, a bet- 
ter band and correction of a horri- 
ble p.a. system. 

No. 1 killer at the last show Fri- 
day night (27) was the band. Out 
of tune and out of time, and fre- 
quently discordant, it ruined almost 
every performer. Second brutality 
is the presentation of WHN’s ‘Refu- 
gees from Germany’ (New Act), In- 
dictment for this, however, must be 
placed on the station rather than 
the theatre. Evidently little thought 
has been given to production, rou- 
tining and rehearsal, with the re- 
sult that the act, after a break-in 
week in Providence, still looks as 
though it got very little showmanly 
attention. 

If this poison isn’t sufficient to 
murder the patient, there’s the light- 
ing and scenery, dismal and dreary, 
and a p.a. system, which is raspy and 
blasting. 

Show itself is poorly balanced, its 
chief entertainment coming in the 
last two acts, Joe Besser and Gus 
Van. Besser is a comedy smash with 
his zany delivery, getting sock sing- 
ing support from straight-man Lee 
Royce. Van follows immediately for 
another big click, with his familiar 
special session. He’s accompanied 
at the piano by Harry DeCosta, com- 
poser of ‘Tiger Rag.” Both Van and 
Besser had to beg off after several 
encores at this catching. 

Opening the show and interspersed 
elsewhere for a couple of routines 
are Jeanette Hackett and her De- 
lovlies (8). It’s strictly a line of 
girls, with the former topflight vaude 
dancer fronting. She does a butter- 
fly dance in the middle of the show 
and a shag dummy routine at the 
finale, neither of which measure UP 
to her punchy terping of former 
years. Besides the Refugees, only 
other act in the layout is Alyse Cerf, 
a specialty who contributes two bri 
but speedy acro bits early and late 
in the presentation. : 

Show dragged through 90 minutes 
opening night, a long time consider- 
ing that only the last 30 minutes 
held much in the way of entertain- 
ment. M. c. chore is handled by Ted 
Eddy, leader of the nine-piece ban 
set on the stage. This job should 
be taken away from Eddy to give 
him more time to work on the of 
chestra. 

House Friday night (27) was only 
about three-quarters full despite fact 
that the Refugees, billed as Catholic, 
Jewish and Protestant, were play- 
ing in a predominantly Jewish nabe. 
‘Forbidden Territory’ (Rep) ho'ds no 
marquee lure and probably 's the 
b.o. chiller. Scho 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Bob Crosby’s orch, Cass Daley, 
Danny Drayson, ‘arion Mann, 
Franklyn D’Armour; ‘Paris Honey- 
moon’ (Par). 








It's Crosby Week at this cross- 
roads deluxer. The two entertain- 
ing delegates of the Crosby clan 
are dished up for the price of a 
single admission. Bing croons to 
‘em from the screen, while Bob em- 
proiders the stage portion of the 
bill with an adroit exhibit of baton 
wiggling, plus one vocal number. 
Bob, perhaps, would have avoided 
any opportunity for comparison with 
the vocal talents of his older brother 
were it not for the noisily pressed 
demands of the customers at this 
catching. Bob prelude the 
number with something about his 
just recovering from an attack of 
laryngitis, and that was no fooling, 
judging from the way things went 
when he got around the lower regis- 
ters. 

As a stage show, the band and the 
interpolated acts do fairly well in 
maintaining this spot’s traditions. 
The runoff seems to drag, but that’s 
mostly due to the fact that the ele- 
ments of power “and appeal in the 
orchestra still revolve around such 
surviving specialists as Eddie Miller, 
tenor sax; Bob Zurke, piano; Ray 
Bauduc, drums, and Bobby Haggart, 
bass. While the action keeps 
focused on trem individually or col- 
lectively, it’. ‘wing idiom above par. 
Beyond that point it’s just a good 
orchestra. The big moments from 
the band come when the aforesaid 
foursome, referred to as the Bob- 
cats, cuts loose with a sizzling varia- 
tion on the theme of ‘Jeepers 
Creepers,’ and when this same four- 
some, aided and abetted by three 
other instrumentalists, converge into 
@ jam session with Bauduc’s own 
‘Smokey Mirror’ serving as the 
springboard. 


But the big sock of the show is 
the rangy Cass Daley. Hers is a 
case of riding ’em high and turbu- 
lent from the outset. Once she en- 
folds the mike and opens her muf- 
fier wide there’s no such thing as 
inhibition out front. There’s a gen- 
eral letting down of hair, and all 
they know is ‘more.’ When caught 
she came back twice to give ’em 
“Old Man Mose’ and ‘Can’t Dance,’ 
and even that wasn’t enough. She 
tried to beg off, but there was no 
continuing unless she actually fed 
em another. 

As an attache of the band, Marion 
Mann manages to pass muster. The 
girl makes it easy on the eye and 
does amply right by a torch number. 
She also lends her voice to the 
Swing massacre of one of the more 
delightful operatic arias, ‘Martha.’ 

e youngsters in the audience 
treated the item as great stuff. 

Other acts include the slick tap 


one 
Vast 


maneuvering of Danny Drayson 
(New Acts) and Franklyn 
D’Armour’s showmanly acrobatic 


bits. Drayson tickles both the ear 
and the eye with his eccentric tap 
conception to the theme of ‘Minuet 
in Jazz’ and then elects to go knock- 
about comic with a series of pratt 
falls. He scores effectively in both 
departments. Working with a natty 
looker, D’Armour opens in European 
style with both clad in tramp tog- 
ery. <A series of loose-limbed 
nockabouts is climaxed by the girl 
alancing herself on D’Armour’s 
ead, and the pair, \ ile in this 
ose, strip to silks. For the finale 
Armour does the backbending 
levitation bit with a chair as the 
Prop, the girl propper on his hands. 
e€ act well earned its big sendoff, 
Odec. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 27. 
Ted Weems orch, Elmo Tanner, 
Dow’ Como, Red Ingle, Orm 
tga oe, ae atsy Par- 
> y Taylor Trio; ‘Kin 
the Underworld’ (WB). 7 











Ted Weems’ orch i i 
provides nift 

51 minutes of stage fare with men 

omg of the band carrying most of 

e load. With music in the sweet- 
rad Style, seven-piece brass sec- 
= and five-piece rhythm group 

© niftily with the tunes, but spe- 
cialty bits by Red Ingle and Elmo 

pia 4 win the duke slaps. 

, 41 Opens with ‘Jeepers Creep- 
fark with Patsy Parker, cute blonde, 
de Owing into swing-sing ‘Alexan- 

ag and ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart.’ 

€ would sell better if a more in- 
—— frock were substituted for 

e blue and white satin ultra for- 
—_ gown. Band does a medley of 
Cae familiar to record fans, in- 
cluding ‘Somebody Stole My Gil,’ 
Pp an From the South,’ and ‘Piccolo 

aes Beverly Bemis is okay for a 
fennee of diet with three rhythm 

P numbers. 

Perry Como wins a nice round of 
applause with his baritone romanc- 
fy of ‘Two Sleepy People,’ ‘Pocket- 
ie, of Dreams’ and ‘My Reverie.’ 

anner whistles to band’s plaving 
of “You Must Have Been a Beautiful 
Bnby: He then scores solidly with 

Is ,Super-puckering of ‘Stardust’ 
and ‘Canadian Capers.’ Peggy Tay- 
lor Trio follow with comedy adagio. 

et most of their laughs out of 
come-apart clothes and are expert 
in_ the tossing department. 

Ingle is socko with his ma- 


nipulation of a dummy while Tan- 
ner sings ‘Old Apple Tree’ off-stage. 
Encore with dummy supposedly 
whistling ‘Nola,’ with Tanner com- 
ing on stage at end to give audience 
the tipoff. It’s a swell bit well put 
over by Ingle’s mugging. Ingle and 
Tanner then join forces on comedy 
singing and fiddling of ‘Wreck of 
97.’ Ingle’s burlesque of Ted Lewis 
finishing. 

Orm Downs is given spot at the 
drums for some solid beating of the 
skins on ‘Gambler’s Dream. Is fast 
and furious with the sticks, getting 
enough encouragement from_ the 
customers to encore with ‘Dark- 
town Strutter’s Ball.’ Final is ‘Mar- 
tins and the Covs,’ sung behind 
scrim on which hillbilly film is pro- 
jected, a standard fadeout for the} 
band in previous appearances. 





Biz excellent at thira show Fri- | 
day (27), with standees on_ both | 
floors. Kiley. 





Paramount, Newark 





Newark, Jan. 28. 
Will Osborne’s orch, Andrews 
Sisters, Ruthie Burns, Don Rice, 
Dick Rogers, Fenwick & Cook; ‘Paris 
Honeymoon’ (Par). 





Adams’ Paramount has one of the 


|long, they are uninteresting. 





fastest and best balanced stage 


shows seen here in a long time. | 


|Holds excellent music in the form 





of Will Osborne’s orch, from sock 
singing by the Andrews Sisters, | 


rough-house comedy in the capable | 


hands of Don Rice, plus specialties 
in between that blend this program 
ir.to a smash audience-pleaser. 


Paramount has the edge on the | 4 n ; 
Shubert currently, if only for the | tine to tune of ‘Honey. 


trek of the jitterbugs to this house. 
They are here in droves, stamping, 
swaying and clapp’ ‘g to Osborne’s 
slide music. They :nterfered with 
Ruthie Barnes, clever tap dancer, 
who cut short her encores because 
o: their vociferous reaction. She 
does a splendid turn, however, in 
black velvet shorts, high hat and 
cane. 

Andrews Sisters, of ‘Bei Meir Bist 
Du Schoen’ fame, deliver the ‘Um- 
brella Man’ and other pop hits in 
a manner only associated with this 
trio. Their voices are perfectly 
pitched for each other and they 
make any song stand out. Radio 
and disc prestige gave ’em an ova- 
tion on entrance. 

Fenwick and Cook, knockabout 
acrobats in tux, beat each other 
down to the complete satisfaction of 
the patrons and end up with their 
face-slapping peasant dance from 
the ‘White Horse’ production. Don 
Rice, robust comic, tears on with 
burlesque impersonations of Musso- 
lini, Hitler and Roosevelt, among 
others. He got lusty applause, but 
it was evident that the Roosevelt 
bit got subdued appreciation. Might 
be good taste to leave him out of 
that gallery in these times. : 

Osborne rounds out the show with 
several orchestrations featuring Dick 
Rogers, comedy singer. 

Joe Fecher, pit orch leader, gets 
ready acclaim from the jitterbugs 
also. He has a trio that does a good 
job at harmonizing. Dalz. 


HIPP, BALTO 


oo 


Baltimore, Jan. 29. 
Ben Blue, Helen Morgan, 3 Oiym- 
pics, Radio Ramblers (3), Leopard 
Lady (4); ‘Spring Madness’ (RKO). 


Nice layout here with all the ele- 
ments ~ variety skilfully blended 
into a completely entertaining show. 
Fast opening by Three Olympics, 
standard roller skating trio of two 
men and girl working on small ele- 
vated circular platform, set a pace 
which holds throughout. Utilizing 
the usual spins and holds, skaters 
build to sock finish with femme 
hanging by neck in revolving halter 
around one partner’s head. 

Radio Ramblers hold the deuce 
niche with comedy impressions of 
film and radio personalities, splicing 
in some hoofery a la wooden soldier 
and announced as Charley McCar- 
thy. Weaken at the finish, impres- 
sions of Lili Pons, Gigli and Tibbett, 
giving out with opera, arens.h. 

Helen Morgan delivers with dis- 
tinction, ‘You Go to My Head,’ ‘Let 
It Rain,’ ‘Only Make Believe’ and 
‘My Bill.’ orking in one, Miss 
Morgan seguays from one number to 
another announcing only her encore, 
‘That Man of Mine.’ Still a surefire 
song saleswoman, she wins the audi- 
ence from the start. ; 

Ben Blue, on hometown territory | 
here, mops up from his first entrance | 
to his very last beg-off. Does the 
phoney card tricks, dime-a-dance 
business assisted by nice looking 
femme, and finishes strongly with 
hoke Russian hoofery. Encores with 
minuet with femme and male stooge, 
very funny. , 

Flashy finish is supplied by The 
Leopard Lady, adagio worked in 
special full-stage set depicting a 
jungle with femme attired in leopard 
skin and trio of tossers as hindu 
huntsmen. Do the usual throws and 
catches, building nicely to strong 
finishing trick of three men taking 
turns at swinging partner in wide 
and speedy turns. Comprise excel- 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


House line (16), Smiles & Smiles, 
Three Sharps and A Flat, Jimmy 
Baskette, Pigmeat, Vivian Harris, 
Count Basie orch, with James Rush- 
vy Bay Helen Humes; ‘Road Demon’ 








Count Basie carries much of the 
load this week, with house cutting 
nut on acts and applying plenty 
of elastic to production numbers to 
stretch out show. It’s still a rather 
short session (75 mins.), compared 
to usual 90 minutes running time, 
and equally short on acceptable hu- 


| mor and talent with exception of the 


band. 


Production numbers are not only 


First 
one works itself into burley bit with 
Baskette, Pigmeat and line doing 
‘Punch Bowl’ in thoroughly uncouth 
manner. Smiles and Smiles, eccen- 
tric dancers, also work into finale 
of number and then work alone. 


Offer a head-together rhumba-shag | 


which, while novel, is not done well 
enough to mean much. 

Three Sharps and A Fiat, instru- 
mental-harmony quartet, help some- 
what in eradicating bad taste, but 
get going only just before the bow- 
off. Boys were cheered and whistled 
for several minutes into the succeed- 
ing production bit after singing ‘Miss 
Otis Regrets’ and ‘Ride, Red, Ride’ 
in good scat style. Bass player is 
champ doghouse beater, dishing it 
out in ultra speedy fashion, accom- 
panied by hand-held catgut disc and 
brushes, guitar and a solo singer. 

Line in iridescent costumes and 
fronted by Smiles and Smiles, sings 
and dances through nondescript rou- 
Pigmeat 
and Baskette rehash another old 
burley standby in ‘Interrupted Gag’ 
sketch, stretching it out too far. 

The very ‘dressy’ Basie band takes 
the rostrum for finale half of the 
show. Everything about the band 
bespeaks class and dignity, despite 
its brassiness. Good-looking aggre- 
gation, dressed in gray trousers and 
black coats, makes for swell stage 
appearance. It’s also a musically 
good outfit, knowing when and 
where to apply the heat. 

Very smarily, band doesn’t play 
too many songs. Arrangements, 
while out of this world, never com- 
pletely lose basic melody. Vocalists, 
similarily, restrict themselves to do- 
ing fewer and better tunes. Helen 
Humes does two in competent swing 
style to James Rushing’s three, last 
an encore. Hurl. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Significance of the fall of Barce- 
lona, not only to Spain but to other 
European nations, has been deftly 
treated by the newsreels. Embassy 
editing crew has pushed the Spanish 
situation into the limelight, even 
topping the interest in the Cavalier 
flying boat crash. 

Paramount newsreel poses the 
question, ‘After Barcelona What?’ as 
recent scenes from the fighting zone 
in Spain are employed as back- 
ground for more up-to-date narra- 
tion applicable to recent develop- 
ments in the Catalonia province. It’s 
‘alert editorial work. Universal, too, 
handles the Spanish front, being par- 
ticularly effective with battle scenes, 
which, of course, were photographed 
two or three weeks ago. th U 
and Par stress the hardships suf- 
fered by refugees. 

Pathe and Par win spots on the 
program for handling of the Cavalier 
crackup, returning rescue ship, 
Baytown, and arrival of 10 saved 
from the giant airplane. Both 
reached into libraries for graphic 
pictures of the airplane, obtained on 
previous takeoffs. Par secured in- 
terviews with Baytown officers and 
crew, as well as several rescued per- 
sons. 

Early morning shots of five-alarm 
blaze, which gutted uptown N. Y. 
church during frigid weather, is 
smash pictorial work by Paramount. 
Too bad more footage was not al- 
lotted to this graphic story instead 
of trite bathing beauty displays or 
skiing hi-jinks. Pathe did an excel- 
lent job also in handling blaze 
aboard a small craft in Brooklyn 
harbor. 

Louis-Lewis bout in Madison 
Square Garden has been titled, “The 
Big Town Goes to a Title Fight,’ but 
Paramount might have labelled it, 
‘the newsreel goes to a prize fight’ if 
only because of unusual treatment. 
Night scene, outside the Garden, 
with one closeup of a typical fistic 
fan, is followed by a general pan 
shot of the Madison Square interior. 
This is followed by intimate snap- 
shots of celebs at the ringside. News- 
reel shows fighters absut to toss 
their initial blows, the first knock- 
down and subsequent ones, but no 
actual fighting. Windup is an inter- 
view with Joe Louis in his dressing 
room. Topnotch and original cover- 
age for a newsreel. 

Tony Galento, serving and drink- 
ing beer and then his opinion of the 
heavyweight situation, also gets hu- 
man-interest treatment by Par. Has 
réal guffaws for a blowoff. Fox gives 
newsreel fans an idea of what new 
super-pan (high speed) film can ac- 
complish in night photography with 
panorama shots of: Manhattan’s sky- 
scraper line and streets after dark. 





lent chaser for solid bill of standards. 
Biz okay. Burm. 


Ed Thorgersen comments on kid 
tobogganing in Michigan and ski 
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jumping by ambitious athletes near 
New York. 

Lew Lehr, for Movietone, grabs 
scattered chuckles with his droll 
comments about bathing beauty 
models at Venice, Calif., but doesn’t 
do so well with underwater swim- 
mers. Same newsreel] has Ed Sulli- 
van phen, crowns for newspaper 
reader popularity to Tyrone Power 
and Jeanette MacDonald, former 
nearly muffing two of his lines. Par 
delivers a trick fish story, while 
Pathe uses petite models to show 
styles of ‘World of Tomorrow,’ a la 
|N. Y. World’s Fair, with superb re- 
| sults, 
| Remainder is a collection of pub- 
licity blurbs, and stale news oddities. 
‘Madeira,’ Fitzpatrick Traveltalk 
| (Metro), completes full hour show. 
Wear. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 28. 
Roxyettes (16), Phillips & Kohl, 
Randall Sisters, Lionel Stander, Em- 
mett Oldfield & Co.; ‘They Made Me 
A Criminal’ (WB). 











Lionel Stander’s swell p.a., effec- 
tive use of Whiting Filterlites and 
varied assortment of vaude talent 
are worked into a smooth and color- 
ful revue this week. Show hits a new 
high in productionist Harry Anger’s 
policy of utilizing house line for at- 
mosphere, gals not only being 
worked into background for all -but 
Stander’s specialty, but putting 
across clever rhythmic introductions 
of acts. 

Show is in a highschool setting. 
Line, in pleated skirts and blouses, 
troupe on by fours, each quartet 
stepping up to mike to warble four 
lines of “Teacher Don’t Allow’ and 
finishing with name of particular 
hoofing style they demonstrate, menu 
including truckin’, suzy-Q, big apple 
and posin’, Entire line sings “Teacher 
Don’t Allow No Shaggin’ to bring on 
Phillips and Kohl for conventional 
jitterbug routine. Chorus of “Téach- 
er Don’t’ Allow No Swingin’ Here’ 
brings on Randall Sisters in caps and 
gowns for ‘Mutiny in the Nursery’. 
Sisters then tear off ‘Alexander’ and 
hill-billy version of ‘Ole Apple 
Tree’. Sock rhythm arrangements 
and gestures forced ’em to encore. 

Backstage voice introes Lionel 
Stander. Film player goes _ into 
a burlesque monologue showing what 
kind of stage introduction most flick- 
er stars get, egg ft with clever 
version of same introduction if ‘the 
truth were told’. Stooge, who pops 
on twice for incidental gags, means 
nothing to act. Stander’s material is 
good and he does a workmanlike job 
of getting it across, Winds up imi- 
tations of Russian duke making love, 
a London fluff and a serious enact- 
ment of Louis Wolheim’s stoker 
speech. Line decked in white chiffon 
and spangled parasols front the Ran- 
dall Sisters, who warble ‘Umbrella 
Man’. Effect of Filterlites on parasol 
formations, turning ’em into black 
and white, green and white, and 
green and pink, is much more obvi- 
ous than last week’s experiment, and 
= applause. Emmett Oldfield & 

0. go into lengthy hoke acrobatics 


and pantomime and get la . En- 
core, done straight, hand-to-hand 
stunt that scores solidly. 

Line, in smart ballet tap and in- 
terpretation of ‘Poet and Peasant 
Overture’, finale. 

Biz oke. Craig. 





STATE, HARTFORD 


—_——_—— 


Hartford, Jan. 28. 
Duke Ellington Orch, with Ivy 
Anderson, Gene Anderson, Flash & 
Dash, Two Zephyrs, Sam Kaplan 
house orch; ‘Federal Manhunt’ 
(Rep). 


Counting on name bands to bring 
in the pay dirt, State management is 
going light on other stage fare; de- 
pending on the orchs to bring in 
their own specialties. This week it’s 
the topnotch Duke Ellington unit. 

Ellington, at the piano throughout, 
uses a book of old faves, many of 
them his own compositions and prac- 
tically all on the sweet side. Opener 
is a swing medley. Closes with his 
popular ‘I Let a Song Go Out of My 
Heart.’ Registers with an excellent 
arrangement of Rachmaninof?’s ‘Pre- 
lude in C Sharp Minor,’ with the 
crew going heavy on the brass and 
skins. 

Vocal department sells itself to the 
hilt. Gene Eldridge clicks with 
‘Don’t You Know,’ ‘I’m in the Mood 
for Love,’ and ‘You’re the One I 
Care For.’ Encores with ‘Get Out 
of Town.’ Ivy Anderson scores with 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and the 
conversational, ‘He Talks But He 
Never Makes Love,’ in which Sunny 
Greer, trappist, takes :. comedy part. 
Bit with a speaking trumpet, done 
by Rex Stewart of the band, gets re- 
sults. 

Flash and Dash, tap duo, whack 
out solidly with speed hoofery, start- 
ing with slow rhythm stuff and 
working up to a lightning fast chal- 
lenge. Two Zephyrs ring the gong 
with comical soft-shoe terping and 
pantomime. Click with their wash- 
board band. 

Good biz at Friday eve (20) oer. 

ck. 








SHUBERT, NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 28. 
Vincent Lopez orch, Estelle Taylor, 
Betty Hutton, Dr. Hoffman, Abbott 
& Costelio, Freda Sullivan, Vivan 
Dorr, Buddy Page. 








Another vaude lineup that spells 
b.o. is at the Shubert this week. Vin- 


cent Lopez, one of radio’s oldest at- 
tractions, proves that his following 
goes back further than most orch 
leaders today by the older crowds he 
draws. Younger element here, too, 
but their jitterbug activities are 
somewhat subdued. 

A local high school principal had 
to allow classes to close down early 
so that several hundred of his pupils 
could attend Tommy Dorsey’s jitter- 
bug pyrotechnics last week. No such 
request this week. Lopez’ orch bears 
to the sweet and even goes concert 
in his own ‘Paul Revere’s Ride,’ but 
latter slows down the proceedings by 
being misplaced. Should be given 
earlier spot or announced as a special 
encore, As it is, the clever composi- 
tion with the descriptive orch work 
and slow tempo is thrown in unher- 
alded after the hotcha Betty Hutton. 

Estelle Taylor, with more control 
ever her peculiarly -ranged voice 
than when last here three years ago 
at the Mosque, opens the show. High- 
light of her repertoire is ‘Only Make 
Believe’: Dr. Hoffman has the audi- 
ence pop-eyed as, with lightning 
dexterity he produces any number of 
alcoholic concoctions from a pitcher 
of water and an innocent row of 
empty glasses, topping ’em off with 
a bromo-seltzer and a chocolate soda. 
Two good-looking femmes serve the 
audience ‘as fast as he makes the 
drinks, 

Miss Hutton, doing a return en- 
gagement within a few short weeks 
and this time with her mentor, 
Lopez, heats up the proceedings with 
her ‘Ol’ Man Mose’ number. Abbott 
and Costello, anothe: repeat, in a 
short while, also justify their book- 
ing. ‘Their shell game and baseball 
bits score. Freda Sullivan goes over 
nicely with her pinwheel act and 
Vivan Dorr, sweet-singer, rated sev- 
eral encores at this catching. 

Lopez, per usual, solos at the 
piano, throwing in a generous selec- 
tion of tunes. His drummer also gets 
in a specialty. Dalz. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. 
Russ Morgan Orch (18), Marvel- 
ous Marvellos (3), Shea & Ray- 
mond, Larry Collins, Carolyn Clarke, 











Curt Curtis, Claire Martin; ‘The 
Great Man Votes’ (RKO). 
Hitting the deluxe spots after 


winding up long run on Phillip Mor- 
ris air show, all Russ Morgan needs 
is a smart showman to lay out a 
stage routine for him. Musically it’s 
a topnotch outfit, but isn’t rege | 
the most of the opportunities tha 
must be inherent here. 

A 20-minute radio session of ‘mu- 
sic in the Morgan manner,’ which 
means sweet, soft and silken, is 
soothing and okay, but syrupy style 
grows monotonous over presen- 
tation distance and should be mixed 
up a bit. Stylizing it that way even 

the vocals slows down the show 
to a mild trot, 

No question about Mor, having 
what it takes, that’s t at the 
getaway, but continuous emphasis 
on the dulcet side a ex- 
cellent opening impression. There’s 
no contrast in anyteee or tone, vol- 
ume continuously keeps to a muted 
level and orchestrations are all pat- 
terned to type. Solo work is cork- 
ing, but the ensemble work has that 
enervating sameness from curtain to 
curtain. 

It’s so 
acts suffer, one in particular, Mar- 
velous Marvellos, faring so badly 
background music they would 
been better off without any. 
again, it might have been lack of re- 
hearsal, for everyt! went 
at — show, stag 
personal appearances, spots 
cockeyed and soloists appearing 
virtual darkness until booth 
finally managed to pick them out. 
Morgan himself has plenty on the 
ball, orks his head off out front, 
knocking out trombone and piano 
specialties, lightening up the intro- 


5 


: Dying Baritone.’ 
It’s slick lyricizing, telling the tale 
of a vocalist who sings, ‘I Love a 
Parade,’ no matter what the situa- 
tion, locale or time. In Carolyn 
Clark (New Acts), recent addition to 
band, he has a likely-looking femme 
warbler, but romantic duet of Ciaire 
Martin and Curt Curtis, who 
‘Old Heart of Mine’ and ‘Room with 
a View,’ just so-so. Perhaps 
cause they’re poorly spotted right 
after succession of s ow-paced tunes. 

For novelty specialties, Morgan 
has a flashy string ensemble; Larry 
Collins, a trick trombonist who 
winds up doing a crackerjack ‘strip- 
tease’ with the instrument, disman- 
tling it gradually while playing until 
there’s nothing left but the mou‘h- 
piece, and the drummer, unbilled, 
who steps down for a session of sa- 
tirical hoofing that could be worked 
up into something socko. 

Two outside turns are both of con- 
siderable help. Marvelous Mar- 
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VARIETY 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Feb. 3) 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 27) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


- 











Loew 





London 








NEW YORK CITY) 


PITTSBURGH 


| Ted Weems Orc 


State (2) } 
Aiphonse Berg Co 
Trixie | 
Phil Regan 3 
Jay C Flippen j 
Rimacs { 


| 
! 
Stanley (3) 
| 


WASHINGTON 
Capitel (3) 
Knight Sis | 
Drews 
yh Mann | 
Blue Barron Ore 





Paramount 





} 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (1) 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Frankiyvn D’Armor | 
Cass Dales 

Danny 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (3) 
Happy Felton Orc ! 


Drayson 


State Lake (3) | 
Ross & Stone } 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Paul — | 
Frank Payne | 
omg’ x i 
Gus Van 
Zaratten Tr 





| 





RKO 


Week of January 30 


Astoria | 


Robins 
y & LaVallee 
Jack Powell 
CAMDEN TOWN 


Gaument 
Bernardi @rce 
Murray & Mooney 
Jack Joyce i 

CLAPHAM 

Granada } 
McKay & LaVallee j 

EAST HAM j 

Granada | 
Will Hey Jr Co } 
Lovelle ! 
Konyot Tr } 

Premier 
Fiecchi Sis & P 
Cole Bros 


Dennis Fam 
GREENWICH 
Granida 
Will Hay Jr Co 


| Levelle 


Konyot Tr 


| Bryan 


‘Jean & Trixie 


HAMMERS MITH 
Gaumont 
Michie Co 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 

Bernardi Orc 

Jack Joyce 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumoent 


Chris Chariton Co | 


RUGBY ' 
Plaza 
Kaye Co 
Reggie Redcliffe 
Dave Poole | 
Leon & Lucette 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH, 
Pavilion | 
Bryan Michie Co 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Fiocchi Sis & P 
Cole Bros 
Dennis Fam 


WOOLWKCH 


Granada 
Frederique 
3 Winter Sis 


Eddie Sharpe 
Marion Pola 


| Guy 
Hotel Savoy-Piaza 


| 

| Mark Plant 
Duval 

Helen Myers 


| Hotel Park Central | 


hick Webb Orc 
Elia Fitzgerald 


Hotel Park Lane 


c 


| 
| Breede Starr Ore 


Bob Lido 

Al Harris 

| Hotel Pennsylvania 

Ben Bernie Orc 
Hotel Pierre 

Hareld Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 

Jack Marshard Ore 

Bobby Parks Orc 

iP & G Hartman 

|} Adelaide Moffett 

} Hotel Roosevelt 

Lombardo Orc 


Gerry Morton Ore 


! Georges Metaxa 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil fomeen Ore 
June F orrest 
| Pier & Roland 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Roem) 
Charles Baum Ore 
Sam Jarvis 
| Erle Reiter 
Jaue Nicholson 
Den Martin Ore 
slmpson Sis 
| Dorothy Lewis 


Ore 

Bouvier 
Belastozky 
Abagoff 
Taft 
Ore 


Mathes 
¥ vonne 
Boris 
Serge 
Hotel 
Enecna Light 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hetel Waldorf- . 
Astoria 
(Empire Reom) 
Glen Gray Ore 
(Sert Reom) 
Emil Coleman Ore 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hali (2) 
Ruby Mercer 
Kay, Katya & K 
Paul Remos Co 
Nicholas Daks 
‘Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
Memorial (3-6) 
Benny Davis Co 
CHICAGS 
Palace (3) 
Chester Hale Gls 
Pansy the Horse 
Nora Williams 
Lew Parker 
(27) 
Ozzie Nelson. Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Catherine Westfield 
Don Cummings 
Trey & Lynn 





Shubert (3) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriet Hilliard 
Brown & Ames 
Catherine Westfield 
Troy & Lynn 

(27) 
Mattison Co 
Herman Hyde 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Billy House Co 
7 Fredysons 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (3) 
Paul Gordon 
Cass Owen & T 
Blackstone 


CINCINNATI 


Ann Sothern 

Roger Pryor Orc 

Bleanor Whitney 

Val Setz 

Barr & Bstes 
SCHENECTADY 
Proetor’s (2-4) 

Bill Robinson Rev 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 

Strand (3) 

Artie Shaw Ore 

Lowe, Hite & 8 

(27) 

Leo Reisman Ore 

J & L Seiler 

Dick Todd 

Andy Mayo Co 

Toy & Wing 


Merofft Ore 

Wiere Bros 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (3) 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Shea & Raymond 
Marvellos 
. Larry Collins 
(27) 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Winton & Diane 


Shea & Raymond 

Marvellos 

Larry Collins 
READING 
Astor (3-4) 

4 Pranks 

(Three to fill) 


WASHINGTON 
Barle (3 


Gae Gis 
Phillips & Kohl 
YORE 


Strand 
We ee 





Lorraine & R an 
PITTSBURGH 


Stanles @%) 
Russ Morgan Ore 


Stuart & a. 
Farre!l!, Drew Co 
(One te fill) 








a 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (3) 

Nick Lucas 

Del Rios 

3 Swifts 

Sunny Rice 

Len Mence 
ATLANTA 
Roxy (11) 

Beatrice Howell 

Ken & Roy Paige 

The Rutons 


Randall Sis 
Earl Lavere 
Fenwick & Cook 
Bryant, Rains & ¥ 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (3) 
Benny Meroff Ore 
State (2-4) 
Manning & Mitzi 
Fields & Burns 
Victoria Tr 
(5-8) 
Flagg & Arlen 
LaMarr, Lopez & R 
Balabanow 5 
HARTFORD 
State (3) 
Benny Goodman Or 
Teddy Wilson 
Lionel Hampton 
Martha Tilton 
Walter Dare Wahl 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (3) 


Herm'n Timberg Co 
Allen & Kent 
Wells & 4 Fays 
France & LaPell 
Ezra ae Co 


( 

Ted Weems Orc 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (27) 

Stanley Morner 

Maud Hilton 

Jean Austine 

Storms & 

Hai Silver 

Mardo & Kay 

Mignone 

Dare Dault i 


NEWARK 
Shubert (3) 


Ruth ee 

Gil Lamb 

3 Olympics 
Paramount (3) 

Casino Rev 


Clark & Curtis 
Parker & Fred'ricks 
Streamline Rev 
(One to fill) 
(7-9) 
4 Amer Sullys 
Roy Lewis 
4 Jay Sis 
3 Freshmen 
6 Grays 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (3) 
Jack, Silis & C 
Raymond Wilbert 
Milton Dovglas 
Norm'n & McK Rev 
Fay’s (2) 
R & V Pickert 
Burton & Kaye 
Kirby & Duval 
Yorke & Tracey 
Jans & Lynton 
Valerie Deslys 
16 Lonergan Gis 


PITMAN 
Broadway (4 only) 
DePeron Duo 
LaMarr, Lopez & R 
Radio Ramblers 
Dance Var 

STAMFORD 

Palace (3-4) 
Fayne & Foster 
Burns Bros 
Francis & Wally 
Helen Morgan 





Harry Savoy 
5 Cantons 


pease . Sanber Or 
Ben B 











MARK J. 


SUNNY RICE 


ON HER 


6th WEEK 


ROXY, NEW YORK 
VIA 


LEDDY 

















Cabaret Bills 











Armando’s 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Dick Chapman 


Bandbox 


Charles Barber Ore 

Gus Martel Ore 

Roscoe Ails 

Betty Lewis 
Barney Gallant’s 

Angela Velez 

Carter & Bowte 


Nellie Paley 
Terrace Boys 


Bill Bertolctti’s 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Illis Dion 

Bleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen De 

Roberta Kent 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Jim Phillips 
Florence Herbert 
Billy Lorraine 

Furman 

Casa Manana 
Jack Denny Ore 
Rita Rio Orc 
Everett Marshall 
a Roth 


Stooges 
Gomez & Winona 
Dorothy Fox 
Salici Puppets 
Jack Durant 
4 Vespers 
Refugee Rev 

Brick Club 


Don Bruce Ore 
Jack Laurie 
Sylvia Joann 
Dagmar Tilden 
Frances Leslie 
Batty Babette 
Phyllis Merle 
Jack Palmer 
Pat Rogers 


Chateaux Moderne 


Paul Bass Ore 
Gabriel 
Katheleen Byrne 
Waikiki 3 
Walter Lynch 
George Rixon 
Chatter Box 


(Mountainside,N.J.) 
Sammy Deane Orc 
Joe Campo 

Betty Mann 

Pete Marconi 
Madeline Russell 
Ruth Dale 

Joan Fallon 

Grace White 

Ann Mason 

Alice Riley 


Chez Firehouse 


Van Alexander Orc 
Milt Herth Trio 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 
Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Nina Orla 
Tarrant & Dacita 
Teresita 
La Marita 
Pedro, Valll 
Felicia Flores 
3 Gauchos 
Cotien Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Niche as Bros 
Berry Bros 








NEW YORK CITY 


W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Den McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Cly’e Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Famtasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Roniero Gomez 
Paquita Dominguez 
Dorita & Valero 
El Morocce 
Ernie Holst ore 
El Rio 
Johnny Johnson Or 
April 


Niela Goodelle 

Bettine & Fontana 

Dell O'Dell 
Famous Door 

Charley Barnet Orc 

John Kirby Orc 

3 Peppers 

Greenwich Village 

Casino 
Don Ravel Ore 
Dorothy James 


Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito San’bria Or 
Hilda Reyes 
Mextico 3 
Carlos & Carito 
Rosita Ortega 
Diana Del Rio 

Hiekory House 
Joe Marsala Orc 
Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Vincent Bragale Orc 
Dutton & Crook 
Rosalean & Seville 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Lucille Johnson 

Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Larry Cotton 
Bob McCoy 
Art Carney 
Red Ferrington 
Agnes & George 
Bernie Mattinson 
Emily Stephenson 
Jean Farney 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Gray Gordon Orc 
Hotel Exsex House 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Eddy Mavyehoff Orc 
Betty Gale 

Hetel Lincoin 
Artie Shaw Orc 

Hotel McAlipin 
J Messner Orc 
Racimo 3 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Lyda Sve 
Paul Sydell 





| Johnny 
| Teddy 


| Connie 


Alice Marble 
Medrano & Donna 
Grace Drysdale 
Kit Kat Club 
Ray Durante Orc 
Hudgins 
Cook 
Hale 
Curly 
Harris 
Samimy Cortez 
La Marquise 
Edith Roark 
Harold Leonard 
3 Californians 


Mtiz 


Red & 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Don Rodney 
Julienne 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 
Le Mirage 
Lee Shelley Ore 
Audrey Gray 
Fawn & Jordan 
Kajor 
Paul Warner 
Le Ruban Blew 


Herbert Jacoby 
Aileen Cook 

Elsie Houston 
Bowers & Walter 
Palomo 

Mabe! Mercer 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 

Lou Martin Ore 

Iris Adrian 

Rags Ragland 

Russell Trent 

J Harold Murray 
Meyer’s Cellar 

(Heboken) 

Charles Strickland 

Maxi 

Bazooka Bd 
Midnight Sun 

Buddy Wagner Orc 

Joe Kirk 

Jean Landis 

K & R Paige 


Beverly Wilshire 
Harry Owens Ore 
Howard Gerrard 
Bray Sis 

Biltmore Bowl 
Shep Fields Ore 
Annabelle 
Jerry Stewart 
Shirley Rust 
Ronald & Roberta 
6 Danwills 
Bud & His Buddies 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Hal Derwin 

Cafe Caliente 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 

Luis Banuelos 
Julio Cervantes 
Susana 
Leo 
Luz Dasquez 

Cafe La Maze 
Park Ave. Boys 

Clab Bali 
fharles Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 

Club 17 
Joe Frisco 
Pat Rooney III 
Ruth Denning 
Lynn Sterling 

Club Zarape 
Aaron Gonzaloes Or 
Leo Roja 
Felix Martiani 

Coceanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Russell Swann 
9 Abbott Dancers 


41 Cluy 
Ethel Howe 
Harry Lash 
Frank Sebastian's 

Cabapola 
Jose Barros Ore 
Bobby Ramos 
Les Hite Ore 


Hawaiian Paradise 
Andy Ione Ore 
Princess Luana 
Calif Revelers 
Stanley Meehan 
Eddie Albany 
Joy: Williams 
Anita Clark 
Lenore Le Nay 
Billy O' Bryant 
Indigo Cafe 


Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ella « 





Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Virginia Uppercu 
Jimmy Rogers 


| Paradise 

| Vincent Travers Or 
Place Eiegacte 

Bill Farrell 


Tommy 
Joe White 
Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazaro Ore 


Plantation Club 
Skeets Tolbert Ore 
Barrington Guy 
Valda 
Velma oe 
Mok e 
Collins & Be hetey 
Avon Long 
Wallace Bros 
Lillian Fitzseraid 
Conway & Purks 
Ceanie Jackson 
Banjo Bernie 
Lee Simmons 


Pepper fot 
Joe D'Andrea Ore 
Bill Scully 
O'Hanlon & Del R 
, Bob Matzi Orc 
i Iris Raye 
| Barbara Lane 
Queen Mary 
' 


Joe Ellis (rc 
Gwen Williams 


| (Mrisonette Russe) Peggy Ware 


Leda Lombard 
Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Palmer 
Rainbew Grill 


McFarlands Ore 
Judy Abbott 
Marilynn & Michael 


Rainbow Reem 


Ben Cutler Ore 
Mary Martin 
April 
Hacker & Sidell 
Dean Murphy 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Joan Cartier 
Read to Mandalay 
Joe Rines Ore 
Niela Goodelle 
Diosa Costello 
Gienn Pope 
Russian Kretchma 
Misha Uzdanoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Daria Birse 
Marusia Sava 
Hermine Michel 
Claudia Capsllova 
Senia Karavaefft 
Michel Michon 
Serge Ignatenko 
Volodia Katov 
Show Bar 
(Ferest Hills) 
Sleepy Hall Ore 
Carol Horton 
Patricia O'Day 
Marcia Hunt 
Lew Bellin 


Stork Club 


Richard Warren Or 
Jose Lopez Orc 
Betty Randall 
Swing Rendezvous 
Bob Warren Ore 
Jack Laurie 
Vivian Vaughn 
Ronnie King 
Naomi Simone 
Jerry Roberts 
Marjie Radcay 


Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Gertrude Niesen 
D’ Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Larry Funk Ore 
Helen O'Connell 
H’wood Horse 
Iva Kitchell 
Bryant, Rains & Y 
Buddy Hayes 
Hal Windsor 
Texas Jim Lewis 


Yacht Club 


Jack Bocksmith Or 
Lester Allen 

Mills, Starr & T 
Ruth Brent 

Linda March 
Herbert Ertel 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
It Cafe 


Ray West Ore 
Diana Gayle 
Jerry’s Mandalay 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 
Tommy Howard 
Geo Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 
Oliver Alberti 


J Otto’s Steakhouse 


King Coie Ore 
Rose Murphy 
Jitterbug House 
Louis Prima Ore 
La Conga 
LaC’nga Rh’mba Bd 
Don Jeri 
Spike Featherstone 
tle Ciub 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meredith 
Betty Haley 
Walter Dyson 
Little Hungary 
Valesco’s Gypsies 
M LaMaze Kest’u’r’t 
Leonard Keller Orc 
Diane Denise 


Marcus Daly 
Bill Roberts Ore 


Omar's Dome 
Geo Redmond Ore 
Charlie Earl 
Beau Lee 
Eddy & Tours 

Palomar 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Bennett Sis 
Wayne Gregg 
Tayntons 
Bert Lynn & Myla 
Milo & Marion 
Hudson Metzger Gls 


Paris Inn 


Florence Gillette 
G Gis 
Dominic 
Regini 
Rudy La Tosca 
Marsha Noleen 
Thora Mathiason 
Marguerite & M 
Ken Henryson 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Seven Seas 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Silver 
Lillian Gibson 





Wednesday, February 1, 1939 








Charlie Evans Ore | Barney Richards Or 


Al McIntyre Swanee Inn 
Eddie Bush 3 
Slapsy Maxie’s “ Topsy’s 
Slapsy Maxie R mer 
yan 2 
Jack Waldron Arilett Jon 








Virginia Mathews 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reilly Ore 


Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
Nonie Mitchell 
Hal Chancellor 


Stage ‘I’ Cafe 
Cully Richards 


Shemp Howard 
Jackie Brooks Ore 





Jackie Cherry 

Marjorie Raymond 

Marjorie Waldon 

Dolores Gay 

Talia 

Chuck Foster Ore 
Trocadere 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Vietor Hugo 


Charlie Bourne 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 


CHICAGO 


Bali Bali 
Ralph Ccok 
Jimmy Green 
Curley Slade 
Dorothy King 
Roberta Robcris 





Jack & Jill Warner. 


Mildred Jordan 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walffut Room) 


Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Betty Grey 
Darlene O'Day 
Don & S Jennings 
Tony Marks 
Blackhawk 
Jan Garber Orc 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Vickie Allen 
Lois Kaye 
Frederic & Yvonn 
Rudy Rudisill 
Lee Bennett 
Fritz Heilbron 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Maggie McNellis 
Pliner & Earl Ore 
Blus Goose 


Frances Romas 
Loretta Ryan 
Al Lane 
Melody King 


| Buck Hunt 





Marion Ryan 


Reddington Sis 

Murtah Sis 

Alene & Evans 
Dutch’s 


John Biliott 
Carlos & Dvivcres 
jetty Jerome 
Evelyn Harris 


| Lolita 


Mort Lund Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


e 
(Marine Room) 


Herbie Holmes Orc 
Drigo & Francine 
Carlot Meyers Co 
Rhythm Rebels 
Nancy Hutson 


Harriet Smith Gis 


$85 Club 


Eddie Varzos Ors 


| Lucio Garcia 


Johnny Howard 
Bee Baker 


El Dumpo 


Rosita Carmen 
3 Leose Screws 


| Marcella Sherr 


Alice Hansen 


|Sam Badis 


Pegey Lester 

Dot Keith Gls 

V Canova Ore 
Famous Door 

Esther Whittington 
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LOWE, HITE and STANLEY 
2 WEEKS 


STRAND, NEW YORK 
Weeks Feb. 3rd and 10th 
Placed by EDDIE SMITH 
West 48th St., New York 














4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charies Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Kay Marci 
Tonya 
Nonnie Morrison 
Henry Simon 
Bea Jones 
Claire Bougush 
Estelle Bickow 
Helen Dee 
Floe Sole 
Adorables 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl] Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 


Milton Berle 
Gracie Barrie 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Robinson 2 
Everette West 

Bob Hanon 

Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Club Al 


Larry Ross 

Sylvia Tucker 

Jane Jordan 

Mickey Winters 

Oliver Harris Ore 
Club Alabam 

Jackson, Stone & R 

Sadie Moore 

Jack Irving 

Mildred Jordan 

Allen Cole 

Effie Burton 

Bernie Adler 

Dave Unells Ore 

Chalk Robinson Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spantsh 

Fowler & Walsh 

jddie Mark 

Pinky Tracy 

Bob Davis Ore 

Loretta DeBoer 
Celeny Club 

Belle Baker 

Jose Manzanares Or 

Keith Beecher Ore 


Colosimos 


Inga Borg 
Tullah & Miy 
Yvette Rugel 
Gerhart 3 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Lane, Allen & B 
Mary Stone 
Bobby Vanders 
Lyle Foster 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Connie Morrow 
Sam Robinson 
Brown & Brown 
Sandra 
Henriene Barker 
Abbott Sayre 
Wesley Long 
Chips Hill 
Sam Theard 
Charles tsorm 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
R’yal Amb’ss'dor Or 
(Peacock Km) 
Marie Allen Daniels 
(Pompelinn Km) 
Irving Margraff 
Drake Hotel 


Wayne King Ore 





Edna Sedgwick 





(Gold Coast Room) | 


Bryan Wolf 
Jerry Paige 
Terry O'Toole 
Castellanos Ore 


4th Club 
Homer Roberts 
Ruth Barton 
Estelle Ellis 
Jeanne 
Shirley Lucky 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke’s Casino 


Dave Tannen 
Loretta Owens 
Taft & Boone 
Billie Fane 
Connie Ross 
Jean Moore 
Casino Gis 
Dick Hardin 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 906 
Joan Rogers 
Joan Joyce 
Marion Peters 
Vee Ames Gis 
Geo Anderson Ore 
Lew King 
Colleen 
B Danders Jr Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Capt. Perry 
Ted Smith 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gis 
F Henderson Orc 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Bob Given 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry’s N Y Cab'ret 
Roscoe Ails 
Betty Lewis 
Margot Gavin 
Tommy Jones 
Renee Vilion 
Fritzie Luhr 
Betty Robin 
Chas Engels Ore 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 
Derothy Johnson 
Rankin Gls 


Hickory tna 


Dictators Orc 
Fred Casey 
Terry O'Toole 


Hi Hat 


Nat Cherney 
Hennie Youngman 
Jean Mona 
Andre & Michel 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Paulette LaPierre 
Bobby Dunart 
Janet & Loretta 
Billie Banks 
Jerry Girard 
Grover Wiikins 
Ted Pearlman Gls 
Joe Hahn Orc 
tvanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 tMawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Euseblo Concialdi 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 


Hotel La Salle 
(Biue Front Room) 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Gladys Madden 
Jonah Jones 

Liberty Inn 
John Morrison 
Laurene Novelle 
Millie Erdman 
Margie Dale 
Sylvia White 
Tonita 
Charlyne 
Jean Murray 
Earl Wiley Ore 





| 


| 


| 


Limehouse 


McGraws 


Chick Williams 
Al Copeland 
Lania Wheeler 
Avis Doyle 
Dolly Meyers 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 


McLaughlins 


Charlene 
Paty Ruth 
Tonita 
Marita Ryan 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 
Meledy Mill 
Tiny Hill Orc 
Allan DeWitt 
Harold Osborne 
Miami Club 
Belva White 
Alexander 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Millstone 


| Ann Millstone 
Sammy Haas 
Marie Saree 


| 





Evelyn Lee 

Helen Spencer 

Roy Swift Ore 
Minuet Club 

Hal Barber 

Flo Niles 

Saxon Sis 

Mildred Parr 

Art Fisher Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Bostoe Oyster 

House) 


| Manfred Gottheif 


Nameless Cafe 
3 Sophisticates 
Day & Knight 
Marion Miller 
Ed Leon 
RaMundi’s Ore 

Old Heidelberg 
Old Heideiberg Co 
Octet 
Leis Tschappat 
Herr Louie & W 
Herbie Orc 

Paddock Club 
Diane Ray 


| Vietor Graff 


| Mickey 


| Milicent 





Eve Yvon 

Dunn 
Bloor 
Dewitt 
Katherine Cornel 
Doug Groose Orc 
Jerry Frost 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 


Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
Sextette 
Gower & Jeanne 
Titan 3 
Gertrude Simmons 
Beverly Allen 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marie Thomas 
Sarah Tiebold 
Freddie Janis Ore 
Pow Wow 
Bert Nolan 
Marvin & Helene 
Howards 
Gladys Zimmerman 
4 Vagabonds 
Steve Stutland Ore 


Rose Bowl 


Willie Shore 

Olive Fay 

Monoft 

3 Orchids 

Walter Hastings 

Sol Wagner Ore 

Hoveler Gls 
Royale Frolics 

Dolly Kay 

Sid Tomack 

Reis Bros 

Reed & Mele 

Florence Hinlow 

Al Trurk Orc 

Mark Fisher Ore 

Jack Hilliard 

Frolics Ens 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Happy Felton Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
Pat Rooney 
Gibson Gls 
Glee Club 
Eddie Platt 
Billy Galbraith 
Louise Dunn 
Mabel McCane 
Lorraine Barrie 
Carl Marx 
Prince Omar 
Don & A LeMatire 
Dome 
Shirley Lucke 
Spinning Tops 
Tony Marks 
Estelle Creasy 


Patsy 








=p 


Bill Baird 
Sunny Mack 
Louis Tops 
Jimmy Blade 
Jerry Glidden 
Kay Nichols 


Silver Clond 


Jimmy Ames 

Folds & Chaddock 

Moya Anderson 

Gwen Winters 

Claire Latham 

Diane Nixon 

Tom Hales 

Whorley Gls 

Dorothy Burns 

Hazel! Zalus 

Nord Richardson 

3 Tops 

Johnny McFall Cre 
Silver frolics 

Joan Dawn 

3 Talents 

Ealaine Rabey 

Roma Noble 

Fay Wallace 


| Art Freeman 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Mare aber Gis 
Lee Val 
Kay Austin 
Jessie Rosella 
Joan Carson 
June Scott 
Dagmar 
Yvonne Nova 
Marian Peters 
Dolly Sterling 
Ruby Bennett 
Patricia Perry 
Collette 
Carmen 
Joel & Annette 
Mary Jane Brown 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 


Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 


B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Rhythm Boys Ore 
Garron & Bennett 


Stockade inna 

Charles Chaney 
Subway 

Ray King 
Val du Val 
Opal Adair 
Kitty Swanson 
Adeline 
Debs 


Ozzie Jackson Ore 


Susi-Q 
Betty Harris 
Billy Martin 
Moliy Manner 
George Dorenfield 
Olga Hanton 
Virginia Burt 
Edith Principie 
Verne Wilson Oro 

Swingland 


H Henderson Ore 
Viola Jefferson 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Joy Kalese 
Dione Page 
Jane LaVonne 
Dor DeHoghton 
Rita Devere 
Kay Dare 
Helen DuVal 
Joe Conrad Ore 
Three Deuces 
Cleo Brown 
Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Max Miller Ore 
Anita O'Day 
Lill Armstrong 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower inn 


Flo Whitman Rev 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Inez Gonan 
George Arnold 
Sharone 
Patsy DuBrae 
Frank Davis Ore 
Trocadero 


Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circie 

Roy Rankin Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 

Winona Gardens 
Stan Carter 
Gigl Rene 
Doiores Lee 
Diane Lare 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 

Zig Zag 

Sunns Bouche 
Laura Marman 
Sunny Mack 
Larry Lux Ore 


PHILADEPHIA 


Anchorage 
Bill Honey Orc 


Bellevue-Stratforé 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
cliff Hall 

Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 
Red Norvo Ore 
Terry Allan ° 


Benny the Bum’s 
. 


2 Mystics 

Jackie Heller Orc 
L, Randerson Gls 6 
Serge Flash 
Louanne Hogan 
Joe & Betty Lee 


Cadillae Tavern 


Darlene Jones 
Eddie Thomas 
Joyce Henry 
Marcelle March 
Sunny Ray 
H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 
Cleb 15 
Johnny Young's Or 
Jerry Macy 
Jimmy Lackore 
Carl & E Sheldon 
Eleanor Landy 
Princess Helen 
Billie France 
Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Dorothy Payton 
Libby Neid 
Lorraine Wiley 
Jerry Vance 





Peggy, Joan & D 
Isabell Daniels 
Abby Cubler 

Joe Familant Ore 


Club Parakeet 


Leonard Cook 

Emma Stouch 

Betty Fernon 

Frienza & Laurenza 

Miriam Broma 

Mae Burns 

Jack Adcock Ore 
Club 269 

Buster Hewitt 

3 Debs 

Aimee Organ 

Mildred Boyer 

Hal Cal Ore 


El Chico 


Angelita 
Edna Thompson 
Kay Lavery 
Ann Rollins 
Arlett Withers 
Joyanne Shear 
Margaret Marshall 
Muriel Harrison 
El Chico Ore 
Embassy 
Dorothy Dénnis 
Billy Maple 
Roberta Jonay 
Ann Simms 
Kay Toland 
Nina Orla 
Virginia Renault 
Al Moore Orc 
Pedro Bianco Ore 
George Clifford 
Evergreen Casino 


Beth Challies 
Joe Milikopf Orc 


1523 Clob 


Swing King Orc 
Consuela Flowerton 
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ss 


pPunn 
eeoth & Lane 
Frankie Palumbe's 

nrad 

ase & Valerie 
Pops & LeRoy 
Billy Elton 
La Rose & 
Kathiten May 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 


Harris Tavern 


opby Lyons 
reta LaMarr 


Hildebrand’s 


Charlie Neid 

aula 

Penfold Smith 

Frankie Milton 

Leslie Sis 

Lola Claire 

Joan Leslie 

Nicki Galiucel 

Richard Bach 

Bobby Lee re 
Hotel Adeiphisa 
(Cate Marguery) 

Johnny Hamp Ore 

Jayne Whitney 

John Devant 

Gordon Smith 

Bernhardt & G 

Frank Rande 

Gine, Duffen & L 

Don Angelina Ure 


Hotel Philadelphia 


C Wolf Gis (6) 
Bob Magee 
Audrey &- Price 
Girard Ream 
Joe Frasetto Ore 


Jack Lynch's | 


Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 
George Jessel 
Juveilys 
Hoiland & Hart 
Frazee Sis 
Dorothy Tanner 
Dolly Arden 
Helene Heath 
Chas Smith 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gis (16) 
Latimer Club 
(Blue Room) 


Ann Rush 
Virginia Howard 
Barbara Bradley 
Rhumba Orc 
Bubbles Shelby 
Little Rathskeller 
gack Griffin Ore 
Zorita 
Jackie Green 
Byivia Herman 
Neilson & March 
Johnny & George 
Ruth Wayne 
Open Door Cafe 
Bob Ridley 
Pastine & Marilyn 
Desario & Rosalie 
Ethel Maeder 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
” Parrish Cafe 
Flo Gross 
Shorty Sott 
Clarence Ellis 
Chickis Martin 
Carl Waye: Orc 
Purple Derby 
siie White 
ella Belmont 
illie Brill 
obby Carr 
Nan Riley 
Margie Mealie 
Joe Burns 
Ray Allen Ore 


Rendezvous 
Leila Rose 
Winston & Lolette 
Millie & Billie 
Pearl Williams 
Chet Fennis Ore 

Stamp’s Cafe 
Lord & Janis 
Frankie Richards’n 
3 Blossoms 
Doc Dougherty Ore 
Maude O'Malley 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 

Silver Lake inp 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
Michi Taka 
Eleanor Ethridge 
George Reed 
Sky Top Club 
Ruth Kaye 
Niki Nikolai 
Joe McCullough 
Kipple Velez 
Jane Vallmer 


tle Sean Ore 


sly Stone VTE 


Jutkin’s Rathskeller 


Beth Calvert 
Eddie & L Marcotti 
Billie Beck 
Sunny Graser 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Frank Ponti 
20th Century 
Dot Landy 
New Yorkers (3) 
Tommy Cullen Ore 
Venice Grille 
Billy & Kitty DuVal 
Martha Lee 
Tess Hale 
Fay Ray 
Anita Thoma 
Pagana Orc 
Viking Cafe 
Henry Patrick 
4 Rhythmettes 
Grace O'Hara 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Village Barn 
Dave Fox 
Raymondes 
Blackie Johnson 
La Vonne 
Bobby Evans 
Delores O'Neill 
Teddy Oliver Ore 
Wagon Wheel 
Joe O'Shea 
Dottie Winters 
Kay Allen 
Al Wilson 
Tommy Horn 
George Deber 
Al Bastian Ore 
Weber's Hof Brav 
(Camden) 


Karl & Gretchen 
Bavarians 
Ilse Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Ray VY .ller 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Beryle Cooper 
Helen Worthington 
Su-Foo 
Golden Co 
Jackie Moss 
J & T Shellenh’mer 
Ad & Libb 
Artie Brooks 
Margie 

Yacht Club 


Kitty Helmling Ore 
Jimmie Bailey 
Estelle Sloan 

Julia Roth 
Dorothy Bollinger 
Patricia Maggims 
Roberta Ramsey 





DETROIT 


Ambassador Club 
Pinky Tracy 
Margo & Revere 
palmer Gls 

ill Tracy 
Ciel Roberts Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hote! 
(Book Casino) 
Sonny Kendis Ore 

= MacLean 
urice & C 
Paul ieee 


(Moter Bar 
Peter Kent Ore 


Senne Trembley 

mmy Gargano O 

Harry Jarkey 4 
arino & Duval 
itzi Wayne 

Mack & Faye 

Paul Grey Gis 


Commodore Club 
7ing's Jesters 

y R. Mi 
Oldtimers es 
elmar Dancers 


Downtown Casino 
Milt Britton Ore 
Billy Meagher 
Barrett & Smith 
Dion & Dawn 
Sophisticates Co 5 
Club Frontenac 
Amos Jacobs 
arie Kuhlman 
dy Morton 
Brucettes 4 
eo Alfano’s Orc 
Hotel Statler 
x [Terrace Roum) 
avier Cugat Ore 


Castillo 
Judy Lane 


Eddie Ashe 
Castalino Rolom 
Imperial Club 
Congo Gis (6) 
Hert Mortensen 
azie White 
rlene Whitney 
tank Rapp Ore 


Neblolo Cafe 
Leonard See!l Ore 
Star & Maxine 
Sue Lombard 

Northwood Ian 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Lovely Lanettes 
Celia McCoy 
Doris Mae 

Oasis 
Billy Cullen 
Dorothy Henry 
Bertray Sis 
Arlene Marlowe 
Josephine Campbell 
Harry Goodman 
Plantation Club 
Joe Johnson 
Earl & Frances 
Monette Moore 
Dot & Dash 
Geo G Jones 
Mae Diggs 
Pon Albert Ore 
House Line (8) 
Pewatan 
Walker 3 
Winifred Seeley 
Johnny Howard 
Bake 
Woody Mosher 
Buddy Lester 
Texas Rockets (6) 
Geo Kavanagh Ore 
Club Ten-Forty 
Coyle McKay Ore 
June Carson 
10-40 Eyefuls 
Al Gaie 
Agnes Anderson 

Te-Je Farms 
Deeds & McGrath 
Boots Lynn 
Gantschi & Sonnen 
Hal Boorn Orc 

Webster Hall 

(Cecktall Grill) 
Duke’s Duchess Or 
Vicki Lauren 
Delphine’s Popeye 
Dick Tewsley 
Jean Shailor 





PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Orc 
aynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 

Joe Raveil Ore 


Laverne Kidd 
Jack Keller 


Balconades | 
Alex Morgan Ore 
ill Smith 
Bill Green's 
WCAE Airliners 
Jeanne Baxter 
Max Adkins 
Johnny Duffy 
Club Petite 
4 Comiques 
Ted Blake 
Joyce Arden 
ove Shields 
=ete Evans 
Gloria Lamarr 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


| Harlem Casino 
Sherdina Walker Or 
George Gould 
Rose Morgan 
Rhythm Pals 
Gladdess 
Pedro & Dolores 
Dorice Bradley 
Harlemettes (8) 
Larry Steele 
Ozzie Dial 

Hotel Henry 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Raftone Sis & G 
Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ure 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 


Hotel Willlam Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Bernie Cummins Or 
| Connie Sarleau 
| Walter Cummins 





“4 





(Continental Bar) 
Larry Murphy 4 
(Grill) 
Bavarians 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Chickie & Ross 
Phyllis Merle 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 


New Penn 
Mike Riley Ore 
Marion Miller 
Mayrice & Faye 
Betty Hurst 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Kavelin Ore 
Patti Morgan 
Al Shelleday 
Dorothy Wenzel 
Angelo Di Palma 
Mack Bros 
Dawn & Darrow 
Line (6) 

Nut House 


~ Wisi«a 
Joe Kiein 





Cher Clark 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Lenore Rika 
Ted Meredith. 
De Bolo 2 
Mme. Eske 
Billy Cover 
Riviera 
Joe Lee Ore 
Show Beat 
Al Marsico Ore 
Sid Ward 
Buddy Ross 
Wilma Douglas 
Line (5) 
Kay Marie Baird 
Betty Benson 
Webster Hall 
Buzzy Kountz Ore 
Union Grill 
Tony Lombardo 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 


Lew Devine Willows 
Boogy-Woogy Eddie Weitz Ore 
Harry Nosokoff Gerry Richards 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel 


Blatz Palm Garden 
Eddie South Ore 
Louis Mason 
Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal Club 
Bud Vioni Orc 
Chateau Club 
Joe Cumin Ore 
Woodard Sis 
Alyce & Pierre 
Martin Barnett 
Alien Rock 
Buddy Lake 
Al Schenk 
Jack Terry 
Lord & King 
Lorraine DeWood 
Rena Sadler 
Cleone Hays 
Johnny Poat 
Little Laverne 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thornton 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Club Forest 
Helen Kaye 
Edith Rae 
Vera Welsh 
Club Madrid 


Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Helen Savage 

Kay La Salle 
Bert Nolan 

Pierre Calys 

Zita & Annis 
Ames & Vivian 
June Lang 

Bernie & Yovanna 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 

Marie Marsh 
Rose Steffen 
Edith Rae 

Shutta & Kent 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 


. Club Sahara 
Geo Cerwin Orc 
Club Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dotty Norman 
Kathleen Kaye 
Claudia Ferris 
Congo Club 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeift Thomas 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Ore 
Ben Bee Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 
Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Orc 
Johnny Warren Orc 
Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Red Roberts Ore 
Wally Miller Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Lang Thompson Or 
Margie Knapp 
Karl Ratech’s 
Sepple Boch Orc 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Orc 
Last Round Up 
Chubby Weinert Or 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Nita Leenn 
Victor 
leg Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Janet Reed 
Doris Dane 
Nikki Nickall 
tay Wencil 
Gene Emerald 


Harriet Cross 
Georgia Lucky Gls 
Peggy Geary 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Milwaukean 
Bobby Maynard 


Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Mary Beth 
Ginger & Louise 
Sallie Marshall 
Eddie Kube 
Cameo Gls 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPae 
Open Door 
Tinney Liveng’ad Or 
Larry Powell 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Orc 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 
Paris 
Jack Chapman Ore 
Garland Grant Ore 
Casper Reda Ore 
Len Herrick 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Billy & Betty 
Max Coleman 
Betty Taylor 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Simpson 
Rendezvous 


Del Mae 

Donie Rae 
Katherine Kaye 
Ruth Gary 

Diane & Doree 
Alma Grant 

Helen Shulak 

Bob Matheson Orc 
Vera Robsel 


Reno 


Rudy Sager Ore 
Pat Marvin 

Helen Allen 
Romona Brownwell 
Barron Lunchausen 


Scaler’s 


Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Schwartz 
Bob Eherle Ore 
Lee Leighton Ore 
State Gardens 
Florence Bell 
Vendick Sis 
Shirley Little 
Mildred Seeley 
Lady Delilah 
Ann Helene 
Dale & Dale 
Evon Allen 
Irene Schrank 
Flo Smith 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken. Leslie 
Bobbie Cook 
Carlos & Dolores 
Ray Syles 
Curry & Deltre 
Natasha 
Town and Country 
Club 


Robertos 

Luciene 

Virginia Davis 
Betty Harger 

26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 


Trocadero 


Miron Stuart Ore 
Tiny Gorman 
Sally Osmond 
Ruth Phillips 
Ford & Barnes 
Mary Dou Mann 
Jane Rubey 
Frank DeVoe 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Orc 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Koof 
Griff Williams Orc 
Steve Swedish Ore 
M Merrymak.r Ore 
Nie Harper Ore 
Ellen Kaye 
Zunker Gardens 
Skipper Leone Orc 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
3 Castles 
Frank & Alma 
Margaret Aemme: 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
D’Aubour & Rene 
3ert Gilbert 
Carol Chapelle 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Slim Thomas 
Princess Wee-Wee 
Prince Albert 
Susay Brown 

Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Louis Martini 
Raymond & Lee 
Elaine (Castle 
Evans Sis 





Eight O'Clock Club 
Bill Miller Ore 
Sammy Lipman Co 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Yvette Dare 
CHM Winehill 
Myrie Creblo Gls 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Or: 
Philomena Ranello 
Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
C Snyder Debs 
Tasa Schudow 
Hatton's Club 
Sherry Martin 
Lenny Colyer 
Rob Armstrong 
Rose-Marie 
Hanna Gril! 
Betty Jerome 





Gypsy Lee 


Hotel Cleveland 
Manny Landers Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Jules DeVorson 
Jack Webb 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 


Hotel Sterling 


Bonnie Lavonne 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlit 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jacques Pollack Or 
Terese Rudolph 
Berni & Jovanna 
Maunds. Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 


Marty Lake Ore Don Kaye 
Hotel Hollenden Nick Bontemps 
Sammy Watkins Or Ubangi Ciub 


Bernice Parks 
Hibbard, Bird & L 
Hollywood Horse 
Pritikin & Mason 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 


Tommy Barnes Orc 
Poison Gardner Ore 
Betty Clay 

Sonny Carr 

Bessie Brown 











UNIT REVIEW || 
CARNIVAL CAPERS 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 











Atlanta, Jan. 29. 
Harry Sykes, Lee Nichols, Kee &'| 
Tuc, Ted Waldman & Susie Que, | 
Cressonian Troupe (6), Enrico 
Leide’s Capitolians (7), and Frank| 
Ayraud’s unit band (4); ‘In Old 
Mexico’ (Par). 


Harry Clark’s second show under 
his exclusive booking arrangement 
for Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., houses in 
Georgia, steps right along in 48 min- 
utes, with honors going to featured 
Cressonian troupe for their teeter- 
board act. Turn boasts thrills, in- 
cluding Harry Cress’ backward 
somersaults into barrel and Arlene 
Cress’ triple somersault. Kids are son 
and daughter of Cress couple, who 
also work in act. 

Unit works in front of carnival 
setting and show gets under way 
with medley of Italian tunes by 
combined 1l-piece band on Cap’s 
new band car. Harry Sykes, com- 
edy cyclist, opens. His business is 
particularly amusing to kids, who 
are among Cap’s best customers. 

. Les Nichols, one of Robert L. Rip- 
ley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ boys, has a 
combo whistling and ventro act that 
pleases. His main accomplishment 
is his ability to whistle through his 
nose. Kee and Tuc, man and wife, 
follow. They’re Koreans and open 
with native song in front of mike. 
Then femme sings ‘Cross My Heart,’ 


| cores. 





following which she doffs her Ko- 
rean kimona and does a creditable 
tap dance to ‘Bei Mir Bist du 
Schoen.’ Man clicks with his 
rhythm barrel juggling. 

Comedy is provided by Ted Wald- 
man and Susie Que. They’ve got a 
good line of patter and he’s an ex- 
pert on the harmonica, his bag of 
tricks including practically swallow- 
ing the harp and playing it. He 
works in blackface, she in brown- 
skin. Femme strums uke accom- 
paniments to partner’s tunes. 


Capitol, like all other Atlanta 
shows, opens on Sunday, and is op- 
erated by and for Scottish Rite Hos- 
pital for Crippled Children. This 
spot has had vaudfilm policy for 
five years, and has built up regular 
clientele, who get a better-than-av- 
erage pic and some 50 minutes of 
flesh entertainment for 30c top. Earle 
Holden is manager. 

Biz good, there being standees 
back of ropes and in lobby at open- 
er, Sunday (29). Luce. 





Cossacks Set in Frisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 31. 


General Platoff’s Don Cossack 
Choir has been signed for a two- 
week engagement at the Golden Gate | 
International Exposition. The con- 
tract, which starts Feb. 18, the open- 
ing day of the fair, gives the expo 
management an option for another 
week’s performance. 

Admission to the Cossacks’ per- 
formances, which will be directed by 
Nicholas Kostrukoff, will be 50 cents. 


Nitery Notes 


Will Morrisey and Dave Kramer 
took over the Gay White Way, Holly- 
wood, and renamed it the Honky 
Tonk, featuring oldtime vaude. 


Virginia Uppercu, socialite song- 
stress, who’s been warbling with 
Charlie Murray’s band at Mon Paris, | 
N. Y., is now featured as soloist at | 
that Park avenue bistro. 


Cookie Carlisle, swing songstress, 
torching with Harry Rogers orches- 
tra at the Half Moon hotel, Brook- 
lyn. 

Helene Standish, blues chirper, 
replaced Nora Sheridan at Ei Rio, 
New York, Saturday (28). 

Racimo Trio, Hawaiian cocktail 
combo, playing for teatime seshes 
daily at the Hotel McAlpin, New 
York. 

Antoine and DuBarry, ballroom) 
terpers, now a trio with addition of, 
Evlen Bergere, songstress. 

Maxine Sullivan torching at Cafe 
Lamaze, Los Angeles. 

Tommy Wender at La Conga in|, 
Hollywood. } 








NEW 


a+ 


ACTS” 





WHN’S REFUGEES FROM 
GERMANY 

With Joseph Bonner, Myriam Zun- 
ser, Dr. Grotifried Buschak, Mme, 
Toni Neuhaus, Marge Voss, Kath- 
erine Mattern, Ella Roder, Jimmy 
Berg, Fritzi Yokel, Max Hamlich 

Sinzing, Musical 

40 Mins. 

Rivera, Brooklyn 


This notice is for the New Act files 
and also to record how a slovpy, 





thoughtless presentation has ruined 
an exceptional b.o. possibility. The 
talent is here, but showmanship isn’t. | 
Same act was covered recently at} 
Fay’s, Providence, under Unit Re-| 
views, where it was also noted that} 
the act was presented so faultily as} 
to ‘ose everything but its inherent 
basic appeal. 

Cast is made up of 10 males and 
femmes of mixed religious faiths. 
Singing predominates. Joseph Bonner 
m.c.’s, in plain enough English, but 


poorly chosen wordage. He’s not 
sufficiently straightforward, ard, 
perhaps unconsciously, plays too 


much for sympathy for talent which 
can, and should, get by on its own. 

Fact that the performers got very 
little rehearsal is glaringly evident 
when they are called upon for en- 
None cf ’em are prepared, and 
all reprise the song or instrumental 
tune they deliver initially. 

In the order-of their appearance, 
the refugees deliver as _ follows: 
Bonner, m.c.; Myriam Zunser, violin 
solo; Mme. Toni Neuhaus sings “Two 
Hearts in Three-Quarter Time’; 
Katherine Mattern and Ella Roder 
do a sister singing act that’s none too 
forte, with Jimmy Berg, composer, 
aiding at the piano; Max Hamlich, 
accordion solos, only fair; Dr. Gott- 
fried Buschak baritones a Yiddish 
melody that won’t fit in many thea- 
tres, though he has an excellent 
voice; Margo Voss’ piano solo of 
Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ is ably 
done, and Fritzi Yokel is an accom- 
plished opera singer. In the middle 
of the turn, Bonner sings ‘Ferdinand 
the Bull’ pleasingly, and for the 
finale the entire troupe harmonizes 
‘It’s Swell of You’ as an audience 
blessing. The Yiddish air should go 
out, regardless, 

There’s no comedy and very little 
lightness, The performers are merely 
tossed at the audience, with the lat- 
ter asked to be charitable. WHN’s 
production department would find it 
worth its while to visit Billy Rose’s 
Casa Manana, on Broadway. There’s 
a refugee act there, also, but pre- 
sented with such showmanship as to 
lift rather than sink talented exiles. 

Scho. 





LESLIE LITOMY 

Mimic ° 

10 Mins. 

Chez Firehouse, New York 


Leslie Litomy is out of the Max 
Gordon revue, ‘Sing Out the News,’ 
where he was a. minor principal. 
He impresses much more socko on 
a cafe floor and, despite the generally 
hectic environment cf this glorified 
sawdust spot, Litomy holds ’em in a 
manner that bespeaks of consider- 
able promise. The analogy to John 
Hoysradt who made the jump from 
here to the Rainbow Room, and now 
the Grosvenor House, London, is thus 
well in order, because Litomy’s 
mimicry augurs similar lengths. 

He’s a well-poised young man with 
a convincing delivery. That he can 
quiet them in this swingo spot is in 
itself no small achievement. His 
opening discourse on ‘wayward girls’ 
is a bit overboard on length and 
saved chiefly by the freshness of 
topical approach rather than the ma- 
terial itself. 

To prove what Litomy can really 
do with material is well evidenced 
by the productiony manner in which 
he sells ‘Plaza 6-9423,’ the Harold J. 
Rome number from ‘Sing Out the 
News’ satirizing the college escort 
service. Litomy didn’t do this num- 
ber in the show—it was Hiram Sher- 
man’s—but for nitery purposes he 
seems to get even more out of it 
than its originator in the revue. The 
mime makes a cavalcade out of it, 
almost, and whams home a neat per- 
sonal score. He'll go places. Abel. 


WINSTED TRIO 
Singing 
7 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
Pretty much the usual gal-and- 
two-boys harmonizing turn, except 





' careful 


| Acrobatics 


that the lads supply a guitar accom- | 
paniment. Make a fair appearance, 
but have plenty to learn, most of it 





in the direction of subtlety. 

Tunes are too long and greatly 
over-arranged. Tempo and sense of | 
harmony are likewise subject to im- | 
provement. 

They're presentable and, with) 
handling and experience, | 
have the stuff to get places. Hobe. 


KAY. KATYA and KAY 


5 Mins. 
Mn-‘e Hall, N. Y. 

Two men and a woman in a clever | 
acrobatic routine. Costumed in a} 
modern manner and performing va- 
rious acro and allied feats in a skill- 
ful manner, trio is headed for a like- | 
ly stretch of envagements in theatres | 
and niteries. Should prove varticu- | 
larly good for last mentioned. 

Char. 





ROSALEAN and SFVILLE 
Ballroom Dancers 

10 Mins. 

Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. 


Rosalean and Seville aren’t exactly 
new, as they’ve been in and out of 
New York and for the past two years 
working in the midwest hotels, cafes 
and theatres. However, they’re not 
recorded in the New Act files and, 
besides, have so developed and ad- 
vanced in their work that they merit 
extra attention, 


For one thing, Rosalean and Se- 
ville are a type team for whom this 
seems a particularly fortuitous time, 
as there’s a field for some flashy 
newcomers among the ballroomolo- 
gists. The established teams have 
carved their niche, but the new faces, 
while many, have been few as far as 
distinction is concerned. 


This team is an exception—a youth- 
ful appearing, colorful and expert 
combination. She’s a sleek femme 
and he’s an equally polished vis-avis, 
Their waltz opener, maxixe, tango, 
polka and fast finale are well-turned 
routines. She is smartly gowned and 
has a nice knack of utilizing a gay 
bandanna for sundry effects in the 
Latin or the polka routines. He’s 
expert in properly playing up to his 
attractive partner, pointing each pose 
=< posture for best effect on the 

oor. 


Otherwise, the Trianon Room of 
the Hotel Ambassador continues its 
ultra Dick Gasparre dansapation. 
Gasparre is highly regarded by the 
terp teams he works with for his 
svelte manner of musical accomp, 
and his tune tempos are too standard 
for further comment. Eleanor 
French, socialite songstress, and 
Harry Powers handie the vocals. 
Vincent Bragale is the alternating 
South American combo, and a 


new wrinkle are Gertrude Dut- 
ton and William Crook, society 
dance instructors, who conduct 
the now familiar ‘champagne 


hour’ for public dance competition. 
It’s a stunt successfully carried on at 
the Rainbow Grill these past two or 
three seasons, Eugene is the affable 
maitre at the door, and for a $3 table 
d’hote the Ambassador’ deserves 
better than the spotty biz the hotel 
has been getting. The combination 
of Gasparre, the new dance team, 
and the dance instruction idea may 
turn the trick. Abel. 





DANNY DRAYSON 
Dancing 

6 Mins.; One 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Danny Drayson got his start on 
Major Bowes’ amateur hour and 
played around the country in vari- 
ous Bowes units for three years. 
As a refugee from Bowes, Drayson 
shapes exceptionally well and gives 
promise of carving out a niche for 
himself in the hoofing field. 


Drayson’s flair is along eccentric 
lines. He’s got a keen sense of 
rhythm and unusual flexibility of 
his limbs, but needs lots of polish- 
ing. Opens with a smoothly de- 
signed melange of tappery to the 
tune of ‘Minuet in Jazz’ and then, 
in a radical shift of tnood, attempts 
to imitate Will Mahoney’s tradi- 
tional talent for tap-skidding into 
one prattfall after another. - Dray- 
son’s brand falls short of being con- 
sistently funny. Odec. 





MILT HERTH TRIO 
Swing Coiubo 
Chez Firehouse, New York 


Herth has been getting an NBC 
buildup with his swingology on the 
Hammond electric organ, upon 
which he specializes. The other two 
completing the trio are Frank 
Froeba, piano tickler w.k. to the 52d 
street initiates in Swing Lane, and 
Dick Ridgely on the skins. The 
threesome, combined, make for 
plenty of rhythm. 

Here, as a special feature at Chez 
Firehouse, Herth is billed as Omar 
the Swingmaker, a deft tag. He 
constitutes, at one and the same time, 
a specialty feature as well as a re- 
lief orchestra, alternating with Van 
Alexander’s larger combination. 

Milt Herth Trio can go onto an 
rostrum, featured with a name band, 
and click as big in the picture h-vces 
as in this ai fresco nitery. Abel. 





CAROLYN CLARKE 


Stanley, Pittsburgh 


This s.a. femme has_ replaced 
Gloria Whitney as featured chirper 
with Russ Morgan’s crew and owns 
a flock of possibilities. On the vocal 
end, gal has plenty on the ball, a 
rich, thrcaty set of pipes and a 
torchy quality. In looks, too, she’s 
an eyeful. It’s poise and easier man- 
ner Miss Clarke has to develop now. 

Nervousness here was obvious 
even in the back rows, and lass 
doesn’t know how to get on and off 
a stage gracefully. Once she gets in 
front of the mike, however, Miss 
Clarke knows her biz—in spades— 
it’s reaching there and that long exit 
that get her down. That'll come in 
time, however, and when it does, she 
should be a potent factor in Morgan 
outfit. 

Did two numbers here, ‘I Go for 
That’ and ‘Wait Until My Heart 
Finds Out.’ and over big. Cohen. 
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Etc, Muscling In’ 


Inroads on the avocation of drama 
criticism by ‘columnists, cartoonists, 
politicians and society leaders,’ was 
objected to by Sidney B. Whipple, 
reviewer for the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, in his spécial column last 
Saturday (28), scribe figuring they 
‘have muscled in for the sake of free 
tickets.’ Whipple charges that ‘these 





+ 





non-union critics carry into the play- | 
house their fixed prejudices and in| 
variably carry them out again into 

the columns they write. 


‘If the play coincides with and 
confirms their own notions, it is an- 
nointed. If it does not, it is con- 
demned. The fact is that most col- 
umnists are special pleaders, if they 
are at all successful. They adopt a 
certain pose. They dare not step out 
of character and they do not dare 
write objectively lest their public 
penetrate their disguise.’ 

Tely show-coverer’s principal ob- 
jective was to break down the com- 
ments of Heywood Broun, on the 
same daily, anent ‘The American 
Way,’ which Broun also witnessed on 
the first night. Whipple wrote: ‘You 
cannot tell me that he, once an 
eminent drama critic but now turned 
into the lush, green pastures of col- 
umn writing, is not steeped in senti- 
mentality and romantic tenderness. 
Yet, with a bitterness that must be 
assumed, he insists that he ‘dislilces 
intensely’ the new Kauiman-Hart 
pageant of history. 


‘Broun boasts that he left his seat 
and marched up the aisle in a 
dudgeon before the final scene. I 
suspect the real reason for his spec- 
tacular action was that he was over- 
come by patrictie emotion and that 
he might be betrayed into showing 
it. Then, having recovered his poise 
and equilibrium in his sanctum, he 
writes his strange attack on the 
thing that so nearly caused him to 
step out of character.’ Thereupon 
Whipple proceeded to take Broun’s 
article apart, rating some of it as 
‘stuff and nonsense’ and some por- 
tions of the drama as being ‘contrary 
to his creed.’ 


Brooks Atkinson, the Times critic 
who was kidded for referring to 
Oscar Wilde as though he were liv- 
ing, in his notice on “The Importance 
of Being Earnest’ (revival, Vander- 
bilt, N. Y.), again indicated that he 
was._—i bantering. In reviewing 
‘Patience,’ Beck, which is the Gilbert 
and Sullivan show about Wilde, 
Atkinson wrote that that author is 
dead ‘definitely, unquestionably, ir- 
revocably, psychologically.’ The 
notice on ‘Earnest’ appeared Jan. 13. 


EQUITY RESISTS FIP 
LAYOFF OF 23 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 31. 

James Ullman, director of the 
local Federal Theatre Project, was 
notified by Attorney I. B. Kornblum 
that Equity would. fight the dis- 
missal of 23 of its members. Equity 
will go before the newly-appointed 
project anpeal board. 

Equity members were included in 
the recent wholesale reduction in 
personnel. 


FTP Sets 2 Plays 
For Frisco Expesition 


San Francisco, Jan, 31. 

Robert C. Schnitzer, supervisor of 
the Federal Theatre Project at the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion, which opens Feb. 18, is rehears- 
ing a play of migrant and migratory 
problems of the Western States. 
Play written by Howard Hill, for- 
merly with the Farm Security Ad- 
ministration. 

Dennis Murray, former newspaper 
man and radio script writer, is the 
author of a play written around the 
history of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
This also is schedule for presenta- 
tion during the opening days. Both 
plays have been written in the ‘Liv- 














Whipple in Dudgeon at Columnists, 
on Drama Criticism 


, (2): Shrine Aude, Oklahoma City 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Philadelphia Story’—The- 
etre Guild. 

‘Miss Swan Expects’—William 
Harris, Jr. 

‘Five Kings’—Mercury-Guild. 

‘I Must Love Someone’—Jack 
Kirkland. 











WPAS ‘“MIKADO 


PLANS BRING 
SQUAWK 


Having engaged Bill Robinson for 
‘Hot Mikado,’ Michael Todd has pro- 
tested to the WPA Federal Theatre 
Project in New York over the re- 
ported plan to bring the relief troupe 
appearing in the swing ‘Mikado’ in 
Chicago to the Adelphi, N. Y., prior 


to Todd’s version of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan work. Despite the fact that 
the idea originated with WPA, Todd 
contends that the move would place 
the attraction in competition with a 
commercial venture. 

The Adelphi has been dark for 
several months, used only for re- 
hearsals of ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ a 
revue said to be in preparation for 
18 months. Because of the cutting 
down in the FiP, it is stated that 
‘Supper’ is again in an indefinite 
status. WPAers are making no com- 
mitments on whether the show will 
open ‘before or during the World’s 
Fair,’ although it is known that the 
overdue revue must be recast before 
reaching playable form. 

Todd says ‘Hot Mikado’ wiil go 
into rehearsal Monday (6), that 150 
colored players and musicians are 
involved and that the production 
may cost more than $40,000. Joe 
Glick is associated with Todd. 


‘Good Hope’ Revival 
Hinges on Drama Guild 


Revival of ‘The Good Hope,’ Lil- 
lian Saunders’ adaptation of the 
book of the same name, is being 
considered for late this season. For- 
rest Haring, of the Dwight Wiman 
office, would be nominal producer, 
presumably with Wiman backing. 

Deal is understood to hinge on 
royalties and terms for the film 
rights. ‘Hope’ was originally done 
in the U. S. by Eva J.e Gallienne at 
her Civic Repertory Theatre, and 
the actress: still retains 50% of the 











picture rights. Believed she is 
willing to split her share with 
Haring, but possible Dramatists’ 


Guild permission for a reduction in 
the standard minimum basic agree- 
ment royalties is a factor. 


Loeb’s Anti-Nazi Play 
For B’way; McGuire Prod. 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Lee Loeb sold his stage play, ‘I Am 
an American, to William Anthony 
McGuire, who plans a Broadway pro- 
duction. 
Story deals with Nazi activities in 
this country. 








KAYE IN ‘CANDIDA’ 


Chicago, Jan. 31. 

A. P. Kaye, who was originally 
sought for the role of Burgess in 
Cornelia Otis Skinner’s production 
of ‘Candida,’ joins the cast for the 
part this week. 

He replaces Stanley Harrison, who 
took the role temporarily out of 
friendship for Miss Skinner. 





WPA’s G.&S. Co. to Hub 


Boston, Jan. 31. 
WPA Theatre Project of Massachu- 





ing Newspaper’ form under the 
supervision of Dan Totheroh, head 
of the FTP writing division here. 
Other Federal productions in re- 
hearsal for early showing at the 
expo are a dance unit under the di- 
rection of Myra Kinch, and an op- 
eretta supervised by Eric Weiler. 


setts is planning to bring in the New 
York company ‘to play a series of 
Gilbert and Sullivan operas, , begin- 
ning March 7. : 

| ‘*‘HLMLS. Pinafore,’ ‘Mikado,’ ‘Pi- 
| rates of Penzance,’ ‘Gondoliers’ and 
‘Trial by Jury’ are on the slate for 
le run at the Copley theatre. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Jan. 30) 





‘Amphitryon’-‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Muny Aude, Kansas City 
(30-Feb. 1); Forum, Wichita, Kan. 


(3-4). 

‘Angela Is 22’ (Philip Merivale), 
Cecil, Mason City, Ia. (30); Coli- 
seum, Sioux Falls (31); Orpheum, 
Sioux City (1); Iowa, Cedar Rapids 
(2); Orpheum, Dubuque (3); Or- 
pheum, Hannibal, Mo. (4). 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Cox, Cincinnati. 

‘Camille’ (Eva Le Gallienne), 
Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. 

‘Candida’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Harris, 
Chicago (29). 

‘’'d Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Plymouth, Bos- 


ton. 

‘Off to Buffalo,” Shubert, New 
Haven (2-4). 

‘Our Town,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 
Mrs. O’Brien Entertains,” Mary- 
land, Baltimore. 

San Carle Opera Co., War Me- 
morial Aude, San Francisco. 
‘Shadow and Substance’ (Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke), American, St. 
Louis. 

‘Stars in Your Eyes’ (Jimmy 


Durante - Ethel Merman - Tamara 
Toumanova), Shubert, Boston. 
‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Paramount, Toledo (30); 
Hanna, Cleveland (31-Feb. 4). 

‘The Little Foxes’ (Talullah Bank- 
head), Ford’s, Baltimore (2-4). 

‘The Women,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Tobacce Road,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
‘What a Life,’ Locust St., Philadel- 
phio. 

‘What Every Woman Wants’ (Fran- 
cine Larrimore), Wilbur, Boston. 
‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel. Barrymore), 
Hartman, Columbus (30-Feb. 1); Vic- 
tory, Dayton (2); English, Indian- 
apolish (3-4). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Shubert, Brooklyn. 


Hanna Can’t Find Em, 
But 3 Cleve. Little 
Theatres Have 6 Shows 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 


Although the Hanna, sole down- 
town legit spot, is having trouble 
finding new attractions, three of the 
town’s major civic little theatres are 
getting the jump on it in lining up 
six dramas new to Cleveland. 

Lakewood Players is a rapidly 
rising community group with an up- 
to-date theatre of its own. Besides 
doing J. B. Priestley’s ‘Mystery at 
Greenfingers’ currently for initial 
time here, it is next tackling ‘Glori- 
ous Morning,” another London drama 
which missed New York and Cleve- 
land, Authored by Norman Mac- 
Owan, play dealing with a totali- 
tarian state has gone into rehearsals 
for a March 3 opening. ‘Missouri 
Legend,’ by E. B. Ginty, is on sked 
for April 14, followed by Priestley’s 
‘I Have Been Here Before.’ 

Frederic McConnell’s Play House, 
city’s top rep organization, is ex- 
panding by doing the not-locally- 
seen ‘American Landscape’ by Elmer 
Rice Feb. 8. ‘One Hundred in the 
Shade’ is new comedy being pre- 
miered Feb. 6 by Gilpin Players, 
who have the first and oldest com- 
mercial Negro legit theatre in the 
country. It is sponsored by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, which be- 
came interested in Gilpiners’ cul- 
tural Negro drama activities as the 
result of cricks’ hearty support. 
Rockefellers commissioned Ridgely 
Torrence. author of ‘Plays for the 
Negro Theatre,’ to study their work 
for two months. 

Unofficial report is that the foun- 
dation considers theatre’s influence 
so important here in the last 18 
years that it may finance the build- 
ing of a new, model plant, costing 
around $35,000. 


Lenore Ulric Pays Up 


Leonore Ulric, former legit star, 
yesterday satisfied a judgment for 
$2,194 secured against her last April 
in favor of Rose Braden, her former 
secretary and housekeeper. Miss 
Braden claimed she worked for Miss 
Ulric from 1933 until 1936 and that 
she estimated the services worth 
$7,000. 

Miss Ulric paid her $5,555 and the 
secretary sued for the remainder 




















with interest. 
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WPA Restores Some Ousted Actors: 
Guild Protests Cut in 


Playwrights 





Shuberts’ ‘Paris’ Show 


Shuberts have taken advantage of 
N. Y. World Fair officials’ turndown 
of ‘Streets of Paris’ concession and 
have so named a new musical soon 
to go in rehearsal. 

Olsen and Johnson will have an 
interest in the show. Jean Le Sey- 
eux will stage. Writers still not se- 
lected. 


INFERIOR COS. 
RUINING TH 
ROAD 


Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In view of the much-publicized ef- 
forts of the American Theatre Coun- 
cil to ‘revive the road’, I think the 
current engagement of ‘The Women’ 
at the Forrest theatre here is of in- 
terest. Although the causes for the 
decline of the road are undoubtedly 
numerous, varied and complex, it has 
generally been admitted that a con- 
tributing factor has been the poor 
quality of touring productions foist- 
ed on out-of-town audiences, Cer- 
tainly, one of the announced steps by 
which the American Theatre Coun- 
cil hopes to bring back the road is 
the improvement in the caliber of 
touring companies. 

Under the circumstances, then, I 
feel sure some of the learned gentle- 
men who discourse so earnestly on 
building road audiences should see 
this production of ‘The Women’. As 
one who saw the original production 
when the comedy was tried out here 
two years ago, I consider this a ‘road 
company’ with all the stigma that 
term has come to imply. I don’t pro- 
fess to be an expert in stage tech- 
nique, but no one can escape the 
conclusion that not a single one of 
the leading actresses in this com- 
pany compares with the original. Be- 
sides the inadequacy of the company 
the direction has palpably been 
skimped and the performances have 
become so ‘set’ that all the obvious 
‘points’ and laugh lines are by now 
outrageously overplayed. 

When I saw the original produc- 
tion here during the tryout, I was 
told that the frankly unfinished na- 
ture of the performance was due to 
doctoring in preparation for the New 
York run. Yet, even though the play 
was admittedly not ready for a paid 
audience (else why should it have 
been given a pre-Broadway ‘try- 
out’?), I didn’t notice any disposition 
on the part of the management to 
adjust prices to compensate. We 
road audiences are accustomed to be- 
ing used as guinea pigs (at full price) 
for the Broadway engagement, but 
now it seems we are not considered 
worthy of the finished production 
even after the New York run. 

As one who loves the theatre and 
has remained loyal to it, I question 
whether this play in its present form 
is worth $2 top. [It’s since been cut 
to $1 top—Ed.] I would be in- 
clined to say tha: regardless of what 
profit it may bring to the manage- 
ment, this production is a liability 
rather than an asset. 

Who do managers think they are 
fooling? Not us, certainly — or at 
least, not for long. Although we 
are not Broadway audiences, we 
see the New York papers and read 
the reviews. We occasionally go to 
New York to see the shows and we 
consider ourselves sufficiently civil- 
ized to appreciate worthy produc- 
tions and recognize cheap gimcracks. 
Managers who send us shows like 
the current ‘The Women’ are de- 
frauding their customers by charging 
first-class prices for an inferior prod- 
uct. That may bring an immediate 
financial profit, but it is one of the 
very things that destroyed the road 
—and it will do so again, whenever 
it is tried. Instead of spouting high 
ideals and lofty aims, let the Theatre 
Council do something about such in- 














excusable breaches of faith as this, 


7, 


Out of 72 of its members dis. 
missed from the WPA Federal The. 
atre Project in New York as a result 
of the order to reduce the number 
of persons in the relief stage outfit, 
Equity has suceeded in having 15 
reinstated. Equity’s WPA committee 


continues to function at hearings 
heid aimost daily at WPA head- 
quarters in the expectation that 
there will be more members rein- 
stated on the payrolls. 

It is likely that such reinstate- 
ments will result in an equal number, 
who escaped the dismissal wave, 
being let out shortly. 

George Kondolf, production head 
for the relief theatre in N. Y., ap- 
peared before the Equity council 
last week at his own request to 
make clear his position and the or- 
ders for cutting down on the FTP. 
Understood there was not much 
brought out by him that had not 
been explained by J. Howard Miller, 
assistant to Hallie Flanagan, when 
he appeared before council some 
weeks ago. 

However, Kondolf stated that it 
was his desire to keep as many 
Equityites in the WPA as possible, 
pointing out the comparatively small 
number of let-outs among members. 
Previously there seemed to be some 
differences of opinion over amateur- 
ism in the relief theatre ranks, and 
it appears that the professionalism 
of members of stage unions has not 
been accepted as bonafide proof of 
their status. 

It is the intention of the Federa- 
tion of Arts Unions to continue 
sending delegations to Washington 
and possibly station a representative 
there indefinitely tc lobby for addi- 
tional money for the arts projects 
during the current congressional 
session. 

Playwrights’ Position 

Dropping of playwrights from the 
Federal Theatre Project rolls is be- 
ing opposed by the Dramatists Guild 
and most of those involved have 
been replaced for the present. Guild 
is cooperating with the Authors 
League and special committees have 
been handling the matter. 

Of the 19 Authors League mem- 
bers dropped from all types of 
writer projects, 17 have been put 
back.. League protest took the 
ground that since no reduced ap- 
propriaiion has actually- gone into 
effect, all cuts in personnel were 
premature. Certain League and 
Guild committee members feel that 
the whole procedure of personnel 
cuts are simply tactical moves by re- 
lief officials. 

According to the committee view, 
the relief execs always cut the rolls 
before Congressional appropriation 
hearings with the idea of stirring 
up protests and agitation for in- 
creased ,or at least not decreased, 
Federal grants. 


WPA LOPS 62 OFF 
ROLLS OF PHILLY FTP 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Sixty-two members of the Federal 
Theatre Project here have been 
dropped. Execs said the dismissals 
will have no effect on any plans the 
project has for future productions. 
Those lopped off were stenographers, 
ushers, younger dramatic actors and 
part of the Negro company. 
Currently at the WPA’s midtown 
Walnut Street theatre is Rosiyn, L.L, 
group in ‘Playboy of the Western 
World.’ Opened Saturday (28) and 
is slated for two weeks. 


‘Pins’ Scissored 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 
Reports of official police censor- 
ship of ‘Pins and Needles’ here last 
week netted the LL.G.W.U. musical 
considerable space in the dailies, 
though some cancellations of reser- 
vations also resulted due to belief 

that show was radically changed. 
Slight modification of one of the 
skits, ‘Four Little Angels of Peace,’ 
was made following ‘unofficial’ sug- 

gestion from the local gendarmes. 
Although reports: of censorship 
and alleged Fascist demonstrations 
in front of the theatre brought mu- 
sical plenty publicity, questionable 
if exploitation of this type resulted 

















‘The Womer’ Arthur Krewson. 


in any additional business here. 
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‘American Way Soars to Capacity 
In Ist Wk.; B.0. Men Curbing Specs; 
Kaufman-Hart Still Revising Script 














Starting from virtual scratch, The | 


American Way,’ Center, N. Y., built 
to capacity during the first full week, 
Saturday seeing standees at both per- 
fermances for takings of $12,000 on 
that day alone. Biggest boxoffice staff 
on record was installed to handle the 
sale, there being seven men on the 
job, some peing assigned to Sunday 
sessions to fill mail orders stated to 
be coming in from all parts of the 
country. : ; 

Despite the sensational success in- 
dicated, George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart, the play’s authors, kept 
working on the script throughout the 
week, strengthening certain scenes 
which were regarded as inadequate. 
Second night, Monday (23), the finale 
was changed, the flag-draped coffin 
being deleted at the suggestion of 
ene critic (Burns Mantle, 
Following evening the original scene 
was put back, when the reaction was 
distinctly less effective than at the 
premiere. When the show was pre- 
viewed flowers were used on the 
casket, but the authors figured that 
because the hero lost his son in the 
war it was logical] for the flag to be 
used. 

Company -nanagement of ‘Way’ re- 
quires a staff of three, with William 
G. Norton in charge. There are 270 
odd pay envelopes to be made up 
weekly by the attraction alone and 
social security must be deducted. 
This total includes crew and musi- 
cians who are on the production end. 
In addition, the house staff consists 
of 109, these including ushers, engi- 
neers and. the theatre’s share of the 
crew and orchestra. 

Check on Scalpers 

Special provision has been made 
with an idea of keeping tickets from 
unauthorized ticket agencies. 
ter has adoptec a rule that any re- 
quest for more than six tickets is 
carefully investigated before permit- 
ting the tickets to be sold. Expected 
that the usual number of phoney let- 
terheads will be received from con- 
niving specs and all such detected 
will be rejected, with checks and 
money orders returned. 

Sam. H. Harris office has increased 
its publicity force for ‘Way’ and an 
agent has been assigned to handle 
the out-of-town press. Promotional 
department for anticipated parties 


from other cities will be added.- 


Rockefeller end is expected to aid 
in stpplemental promotion, as it did 
Gauri. zg the ‘Great Waltz’ engagement. 
Use of radio for the show has not 
yet been set. 

It has been suggested that the show 
apply to the internal revenue de- 
partment to exempt the admissions 
tax on the grounds that the drama 
is distinctly educational, besides be- 
ing a frankly patriotic play. There 
is no tax on tickets for grand opera 
at the Metropolitan, nor for philhar- 
monic concerts, both being rated 
educational. 

In the center b.o. are Paul Dauer, 
Frankie Frayer, Lep Solomon, Louis 
Berge, Buster Roamer, Richard 
Adams and Charles Bergman. 

Those having lines in ‘Way’ and 
the chorus are getting $40 minimum, 
but there are 126 extras who are 
Paid $15 weekly. Reported that the 
latter proposed asking for more coin 
On the grounds that they are re- 
quired to make eight costume 
changes during the performance. Un- 
derstoou they were advised against 
such a move at this time. 


Pemberton Shelves 2 
Plays, One on Lincoln 


Plans to present another Abraham 
Lincoln play this season on Broad- 
way have been shelved by Brock 
Pemberton, manager saying he is 
unable to find the type of leading 
man desired. Piece by Paul Horgan 
is called ‘Follow Me Ever,’ another 
tentative title being ‘Death, Mr. 
President.’ Producer also announced 
that ‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ also known 
as ‘When Is a Lady,’ is off for the 








Present, but may go on in the spring. | and, at Golden’s direction, Miss Cof- 
Rejection of the lead by Gladys|fee did two complete rewritings. | 


rge is the reason. 
Pemberton, however, 


News). | 


Cen- 





| 


Digging Deep 





Sam H. Harris, who departed 
for Palm Beach after the open- 
ing of “The American Way’ at 
the Center, N. Y., gave instruc- 
tions to keep lower priced 
tickets out of the hands of 
gyps, but one agency specializ- 
ing on upper-floor customers of- 
fered to wager $1,000 it would 
secure at least 400 tickets for 
Washington’s Birthday matinee. 
Diggers are probably being used. 

During ‘The Great Waltz’ en- 
gagement at the same house, po- 
lice were called on to nab side- 
walk specs, with some of the 
later renting space in nearby 
stores to ‘beat the rap.’ 


EQUITY OK'S NY. 
CO-OP THEATRE 











Equity has granted an exception to 
its regulations and a fully co-opera- 
tive venture will be spotted in the 
Mercury, N. Y., under the name of 


the Freeman Theatre. House, for- 
merly the Comedy, was taken over 
by the Mercury group last season for 
a five-year period, but after a bad 
start this season decided to sub-let 
the house. It will be operated by an- 
other group, headed by Joseph Law- 
ren, said to have been connected 
with little theatres. 

Deal calls for presentation of a 
play called “Tell My Story,’ attrac- 
tion to receive 50% of the gross. 
House will defray all operating ex- 
penses, except salaries, which will be 
divided wholly among the players. 
Same applies for stock, radio and 
picture rights. Richard Rohman, the 
author, has waived advance royalties 
and nc outside individuals or agents 
are to participate. 

Because of the co-operative shar- 
ing, no salary bond will be required, 
cast having assented to that condi- 
tion in a signed petition. Equity’s 
minimum of $40 weekly will likewise 
not apply. Beth Cantreau, an actress 
representing the new group, placed 
the project before Equity. 

Mercury is again active, rehears- 
ing ‘Five Kings’, to be presented in 
association with the Theatre Guild. 
Attraction will be played out of town 
before Broadway, presentation to be 
made on two evenings, being too long 
for a single performance. 


GOLDEN QUIETS ‘BIRDS’ 
FOR REWRITING JOB 


‘The Birds Stop Singing,’ which 
was called back by John Golden 
after trying out in Philadelphia last 
week, will probably not reach the 
boards again this season. Play was 
deemed in need of rewriting and re- 
casting. It was slated to open at 
the Morosco, N. Y., this week, but 
house now gets ‘What Every Woman 
Wants,’ Feb. 13. Theatre is dark 
this week, ‘Spring Meeting’ having 
moved to the Little on Monday (30). 

Golden’s next production will be 
‘Skylark,’ which will star Gertrude 
Lawrence, who is winding up a 
high-grossing tour in ‘Susan and 
God.’ New play is due to go into 
rehearsal in two weeks. 

Production of ‘Birds’ caused Len- 
ore Coffee, author, to have sharp 
differences with Golden and William 
Miles, director. Miss Coffee at one 
point absented herself from rehears- 
als and sent a wire demanding that 
no more script changes or cuts be 
made in her absence. Her husband, 
William J. Cowen, attended remain- 
ing rehearsals, but she did not ap- 
pear until the Philadelphia tryout. 

Play was written about a year ago 

















Play was first intended for Gertrude | 


slates re-| Lawrence, but was finally nixed by | 


hearsals of ‘My Dear Children,’ with | her as not suitable. 


John Barrymore and Elaine Barrie, | 


Miss Coffee and Cowen are co-au- 
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MCA Going Ahead 
With Musical Plans 


Music Corp. of America is pro- 
ceeding with plans to produce a legit 
musical next fall. Agency has been 
dickering with composers and 
writers on the Coast, but understood 
nothing is set, 


Active in band, nitery and radio 
booking, MCA is slipping its toe into 
the legit door for the first time. 


PLAN REVISING 
AUTHOR-AGCY. 
SETUP 


Complete revision of the New 
York play brokerage setup is being 
planned by the Dramatists Guild. 


Committee to study the situation 
will be named within the next few 
days by George S. Kaufman, Guild 
vice-president, in the absence of 
Robert E. Sherwood, president, who 
is vacationing. Idea is that the 
Guild’s council will act on the com- 
mittee’s recommendations. 

While some agent abuses against 
authors are thought to have come 
into existence since the last agency 
rules were drafted, it is figured a 
complete study will reveal inequali- 
ties to the agenis as well. One of 
the latter is admittediy the rule that 
in case of an author-agent dispute, 
the author may demand arbitration 
but the agent cannot make a similar 
demand. Explained that in survey- 
ing the whole question, the Guild is 
not seeking to extract any further 
concessions from agents, but hopes 
to set a code of fair dealings satis- 
factory to both groups. 

Although the Guild does not have 
an exclusive deal with the agents, it 
has an agreement defining in general 
the ethics of author-agent relations. 
One of the major points in the pact 
is that the agents must help carry 
out the provisions of the Guild’s 
minimum basic agreement with the 
managers. Most of the leading 
agencies have signed the agreement. 


Erin Moore May Go 
Into ‘Skylark’ After 
Leaving N. Y. Hosp. 


Erin O’Brien-Moore, who was 
painfully injured when her evening 
dress caught fire in a New York 
restaurant after the premiere of ‘The 
American Way’ at the Center thea- 
tre, is still under treatment at the 
Doctors Hospital, where she wil 
probably remain another week or 
more. Up to now visitors have not 
been permitted. Actress’ face will 
not be marred, but she suffered in- 
tensely because of second degree 
burns of the legs. 

Miss Moore, known on Broadway 
as well as in films, made stock ap- 
pearances during the summer and 
fall. Understood she has been cast 
for ‘Skylark,’ which will shortly be 
presented by John Golden. Play is 
designed for Gertrude Lawrence, 
with Miss Moore in the lead sup- 
porting part. 

Injury to Miss Moore called atten- 
tion of showmen.to the habit of some 
theatre-goers of striking matches to 
read programs in theatres. League of 
New York Theatres has advised man- 
agers that Paul Moss, license com- 
missioner, had urged that the rule 
against the use of matches be rigor- 
ously enforced, 

However, there are very few such 
accidents in theatres. Pointed out 
that in vaudfilm houses, where smok- 
ing is permitted in the balconies, 
have reported no fires in years. 


‘Town’ Folding in Chi; 
Com Wrangle Figures 























Chicago, Jan. 31. 
‘Our Town’ has cut run here from 
four to three weeks and will fold 
Feb. 11. 
Understood a financial squabble 
between Jed Harris and Frank 
Craven is important factor in fold, 


for within the month. He will also|thors of ‘Family Portrait, which | with Craven due to get percentage 
ready a third ‘Kiss the Boys Good- Cheryl Crawford intends putting in- | over $10,000 or $11,000, which show 
}to rehearsal in N. Y. in a few days. 


‘bye,’ due to tour the south. 


has been getting on road. 


League Committee 





Studies Central 


Ticket Agcy. Proposal, but Some 
Mgrs. Claim If! Stilt Distribution 





Kiddies Get Rough 





During the League of New 
York Theatres session held last 
week, when certain boxoffice 
men faced Pinkertons who were 
hired in an attempt to find out 
how outside agencies were get- 
ting tickets, fisticuffs were nar- 
rowly averted. Gustay Gerber, 
attorney for the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents & Treasurers Un- 
ion, charged the League’s use of 
private detectives was tanta- 
mount to ‘labor spying.’ James 
F. Reilly, secretary for the 
League, disputed that contention. 
The b.o. men denied violations 
of the code and, as there was no 
actual proof, the League was 
stumped so far as taking action. 

During the discussions, how- 
ever, the TMAT business agents 
assailed the ‘pinks’ and for a 
time it looked like punches 
would be thrown. 


WOMEN’ GOES 











Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 


Following the lead taken at the 
Locust, where all seats for ‘What a 
Life’ sell at $1 for all performances, 
the Shuberts this week extended the 
sarae policy to ‘The Women’ at the 
Forrest. Only variation is that while 
there are no seats reserved at the 
Locust, all will be reserved at the 
Forrest. 


Flat dollar plan has worked out 
well at the Locust, exc-pt that the 
no-reserved seat plan has caused 
some dissatisfaction. To get a good 
séat requires an appearance at the 
house three-quarters or an hour be- 
fore curtain, unless the now-popular 
method of hiring Western Union 
boys to wait in line is employed. 
Reserved-seat advance sale at the 
Forrest is figured to overcome this 
and also hold up biz on bad weather 
nights. 

There is a slight difference In 
prices at the Locust and Forrest, for 
while taxes are included in the dol- 
lar at ‘Life, they are additional for 
the Max Gordon production. 


‘VICTORIA’ FOLDS, PITT; 
HELEN HAYES’ FORECAST 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

‘Victoria Regina’ wound up its 
tour at the Nixon here Saturday 
night (28) after 969 performances, 
company disbanding two days later 
in New York. Star, Helen Hayes, 
plans to rest until next season, when 
she hopes to do a modern comedy. 
Her three featured leading men, 
Werner Bateman, Abraham Sofaer 
and James Gibson, are returning to 
Europe. 

Gilbert Miller expects to use 
Bateman again in a new play next 
fall, but under Equity ruling actor 
must return to Continent for six 
months before doing another play 
in this country. 

Miller office is trying to find a 
script for Miss Hayes, who wants to 
get away from historical characters 
she’s been doing for last six years. 
Play called ‘Dawn at Lyonesse,’ 
modern drama based on Tristan and 
Isolde legend, was forwarded to her 
on road couple of weeks ago, but 
actress said Miller merely wanted to 
get an opinion on it and didn’t in- 
.tend it as a possible vehicle for 
‘Victoria’ star. 

With closing of ‘Regina,’ most suc- 
cessful play Miss Hayes has ever 
done, it’s come to light that orig- 
inally she did not think much of 
its chances, Note sent to Harry Es- 
sex, company manager and close 
friend of actress for years, prior to 

Washington opening in iate 1935, had 
| star telling him he might be wise to 
| hook up *with another show, inas- 
| Hous as she didn’t feel Laurence 























Housman drama would go on Broad- | 


| way. 


a 4 


During an extended evening ses- 
sion last week, manager-members of 
the League of New York Theatres 
considered the advisability of form- 
ing a central ticket agency. A com- 
mittee was appointed to survey the 
situation with that objective in view. 

That a central office idea has the 
okay of some leading showmen, 
however, appears doubtful. One is 
known to have expressed himself as 
opposed to eliminating the smaller 
agencies because that would tend to 
limit distribution. 

The proposal followed a cerefully 
couched letter from Equity, latter 
reminding the managers that when 
the basic agreement was signed, the 
League promised to consider the 
central ticket office plan. Equity is 
said to have also suggested that cer- 
tain moves designed for the better- 
ment of the legit theatre were also 
part of the League’s assignment. 

Known that Equity is not satisfied 
with the application of the ticket 
code. It wants to know if any man- 





| slleg violations and whether 


TO $1 SCALE 


agers have been definitely charged 
such 
alleged charges have been substan- 
tiated. Were any manager dropped 
from League membership, he would 
come within Equity’s set of ticket 
rules, which provide for action such 
|as calling the actors out of such man- 
agement’s attractions. That the as- 
sociation would interrupt the run of 
a hit, however, is believed to be 
doubtful. 
No Equity Threat 
Equity communication is there- 
| fore regarded more of a gesture than 
|a threat. However, there is little 
| doubt that managers generally do 
| not believe the code is working as 
Some want 





| effectively as hoped for. 
the rules changed and in that man- 
‘ner work out an improvement, 
| Stated that the managers should re- 
tain a firmer control of their tickets, 
j;for once the allotments go to the 
| agencies it is virtually impossible to 
| recall the tickets. 
Objection to forcing out the small 
| brokers followed the suggestion that 
| McBride’s, Tyson’s and Leblang’s 
(Continued on page 50) 


Bannister to Pay Off 
Old $1,700 Claim At 
Rate of $25 Per Week 


Harry Bannister has been ordered 
to pay $25 weekly to Equity, latter 
aiming to liquidate claims against 
him dating back to 1930, when he 
produced ‘Late One Evening.’ Al- 
though Bannister made part pay- 
ment, there is still around $1,700 due 
the players. Actor-producer is cur- 
rently rehearsing in ‘I Must Love 
Someone,’ due into the Longacre, 
N. Y., next week. 

Equity’s council ordered Bannister 
so make the payments, requirement 
being that he must reduce the 
claims, especially when appearing on 
the stage. He protested the order 
and it was reconsidered, council 
over-riding the actor’s objections. 

One of the players engaged for 
‘Evening’ was Ursula Jeans, an Eng- 
lish actress who wes guaranteed four 
weeks but was paid for only half 
that period. 


‘OCTOPUS’ CAST TAKES 
CUT ON SLIDING SCALE 


When a player in ‘Dear Octopus’ 
ventured the comment that the 
English comedy would play into 
summer, a Broadwayite came back 
with: ‘You're an optimist, not an 
octopus.’ The import drew favorable 
rating out of town, but when it 
opened at the Broadhurst, N. Y., the 
0 nighters reversed that indica- 
ion. 

Cast appeared before Equity’s cuts 
board last week and assented to a 
salary slice. Understood, however, 
that the arrangement is not a direct 
cut, the players to receive pay ac- 
cording to takings on a sliding scale 
basis. Same plan applied to 
‘Bachelor Born’ last season, which 
accounted for its long N. Y. engage- 
| ment and, with upped provisions, 
| also goes for its current road show- 
ings. ‘What a Life, Mansfield, is 
also on a similar salary basis. 
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Plays Out of Town 





CANDIDA 


(REVIVAL) 
Chicago, Jan. 27. 


Drama in three acts by George Bernard 
Shaw; presented by Cornelia Otis Skinner; 


gtars Miss Skinner; staged by George 
Somnes; settings, Donald Oenslager; cos- 
tumes, Helene Pons. At the Grand, Chi- 
cago, Jan, 24, °39. 

Rev. James Mavor Morell..Onslow Stevens 
Miss Proserpine Garnett..... Dorothy Sands 
Alexander Mill....cceceees Philip Faversham 
Mr. BurgeaS..cccccecsccess Stanley Harrison 
CandiGR. .cccccocccess Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Eugene Marchbanks......... John Cromwell 





Why Cornelia Otis Skinner chose 
this vehicle is a question that per- 
mits no solid answer. Show is rap- 
idly becoming frayed around the 


edges and its bounce has been al- 
most completely lost. 


There is little life imbued in the 
proceedings by the cast. John Crom- 
well, as the lovesick youth who wor- 
ships Candida, the cleric’s wife, acts 
according to formula, posturing for 
each line. It’s pretty difficult to be- 
lieve him. Onslow Stevens is quiet 
and masterful as Rev. Morell. Dor- 
othy Sands turns in a good job as 
the steno. 


Miss Skinner holds the show to- | 


gether almost single-handed. She's 
bright and real, and what success the 
show will have depends almost com- 
letely on her. However, it doesn’t 
ook like a real boxoffice winner, 
though it’s a iow-cost operation. 
Gold 


themselves to Tammany Ha!l and 
the Democratic party. One of Calla- 
han’s importations, Pa’ ‘ick O’Tuole, 
a breast-beating political leader, 
gets into immediate action and or- 
ganizes the -Wigwam 
expected election victory. Patriotic 
fervor runs high and it’s a great 
day for the Iris’ -th Dut, Ger- 
man an Italian, too. 

Brogue and blarney ru: rampant 
throughout, and the Dutch, German 
and Italian dialects are given equal 





What Every Woman 
Wants 


New Haven, Jan. 28. 
Comedy in three _cts by Saxon Kling and 





Mrs. O’Brien Entertains 


Baltimore, Jan. 30. 


Comedy in three acts by Harry Madden; 
presented and staged by George Abbott; 
settings and costumes. Jo Mielziner; at 
Maryland theatre, Baltimore, Jan. 30, '39; 


Esther Forbes; presented by Lee and J. J. 
Shubert; stars Francine Larrimore; fea- 
tures Don Terry, Viola Roache; staged by 
Arthur Sircom; settings, Watson Barratt; 
costumes, Ben Edwards; at the Shubert, 
New Haven, Jan. 27, '38; $2.20 top. 

GOGGr DEVS s ciccccccsosedvsae Viola Roache - 





ASR TMG 6c cciciecervisvecisse Seth Arnold 
PONE DURODs ccidccéovsse Virginia Campbell 
Caleb Whipple.....eeee.-ss Walter Baldwin 
Kate Colman.....cccces Francine Larrimore 
Gideon Hereford. ....cesesceeeess Don Terry 
Jabes Bayne. ..cccccccccccces Hale Norcross 

Previously titled ‘For Proper Bap- 
tism’ and ‘Kate’s Mischief,’ this new 


Fcomedy by Saxon Kling and Esther 





2.22 top. 
Timothy Callahan.......e.++e-. James Lane 
BUsen MerGowan....es..ee Katherine Meskil 
Michaet O’Brien.....cceseceees Kirk Brown 
Marv O’Brien... ...cesecces Margaret Mullen 
Evangeline Van Iseldyke...... Marie Brown 
Terry Flanagan...ccceeesesss John Carmody 
Patrick O’Toocle. .iscavecscss Harry Shannon 
Marta O'’Toole......eee. Maureen McManus 
Thomas Delaney....seeess- Walter Kinsella 
Daniel O’Donnell...cecceees: Robert Conrey% 
MONT ODOR... 0. cn etsdwosesse Gene Tierneya 
Heinrich Wertheimer......Paul Ballantyne 
Barney McFadden..........- Richard Keene 
Annie Dubrinsiy....ccccesss> Aileen Ernest 
\Joseph Muthern...cscccccssss Fred Surnner 
Jerry Madigan.....cccese: Robert Williams 
Guise pnt, . i. eevee cdesseecotoces Daniel Ocko 
Papa Van Iseldyke........../ Ascher Smith 
Mama Van Iseldyke...... Emerin Campbell 
Papa Wertheimer.......-. Ralph Morehouse 
Mama Wertheimer.......... Maidel Turner 





With the New York of 1848 as the 
background, and the immigrants 
who were then stirring the melting 
pot that was to become the Amer- 
ica of today, as the characters, 
George Abbott has a comedy here 
that shows definite possibilities. ‘Mrs. 
O’Brien Entertains’ is a preachment 
on American democracy, but it is a 
preachment dished out in excellent 
comedy, putting over its timely mes- 
sage with good lines and situations, 
skillful casting and playing and the 
practiced hand of Abbott. 


Timothy Callahan is a bright, 
sprightly cld lad, living in his daugh- 
ter’s houce in old N. Y., welcoming 
each arrival of anothe boat loaded 
with kinsmen and planning the fu- 
ture for them as Americans. He 
is completely sold on his adopted 
land anc alive to its possibilities as 
a fusing force to eve ually eradi- 
caie old world hatreds and racial 
barriers. 


Irish shouldn't intermarry and 
intermingle with the Ir’sh exclu- 
sively in this new haven of free- 
dom and ftture is what Tim 
preaches. Nor should th Dutch or 
German or Italian. It’s racial in- 
cest, says Tim. He even makes 
and breaks romanc:s to prove his 
point and he has a great time do- 
ing it. His grandson, well on his 
way toward matrimony and a farm 
out west, with a colleen recently 
met aboard incoming ship, is 
switched to a Dutch maid of the 
neighborhood and the colleen is 

aired with the son of the German 
avern-keeper nearby, and they too 
are going out west to farm. The 
Irish servaat girl of the house 
looks forward to greetin her 
broth of a lad from abroad, but he 


Forbes finally emerges as ‘What 
Every Woman Wants.’ Miss Forbes 
undoubtedly knows her historical 
data and Kling demonstrates he can 
dash off satisfactory dialog when the 
occasion demands, but in this case 
their combined talents add up to 
pretty tame stuff. Unless radically 
revised, the play stands little chance 
on Broadway. There was a time 
when this show might have hung on 


awhile as mild diversion but not in 
these days of quick-hit-or-flop-pro- 
ductions. 

Plot is a colonial version of the 
‘mistress falls in love with her ser- 
vant’ theme. Kate Colman (Fran- 
cine Larrimore), recently widowed, 
buys at public auction Gideon Here- 
ford (Don Terry), who becomes her 
indentured servant. Supposedly, 
Gideon is purchased to become the 
husband of Debby, a servant girl, 
who is ‘with child’ after a brush with 
soldier who later was killed by the 
Indians, Point of the purchase is to 
provide a father for Debby’s child in 
order to save Kaic’s household from 
disgrace and herself from community 

ersecution. The plan fouls when 

ate herself goes for Gideon, to the 
annoyance of Asa Bigelow, village 
sourpuss, who has an eye for Kate 
himself. Caleb Whipple, slow-witted 
neighbor, is also a suitor for Kate. 
en she realizes how desire is 
drawing her to Gideon, though she 
hates him for his arrogance, Kate 
attempts to cut things short by an- 
nouncing her betrothal to Caleb and 
also publishing the banns for Debby’s 
and Gideon’s wedding. At the com- 
munity meeting where the banns are 
to be read, Asa, riled by a beating in- 
flicted upon him by Caleb and also 
the loss of Kate, publicly accuses 
Caleb of being the father of Debby’s 
forthcoming offspring. Kate seizes 
the opportunity of getting the man 
she really wants (Gideon) by buying 
off Caleb to admit falsely the illegal 
parentage, leaving Kate and Gideon 
free to marry. 
In the leads, Miss Larrimore and 





turns out to be a petty thief, so‘) Teddy are capable, although the play 
Callahan has her matched with an 


Italian barber before long. 
Amidst all this there’s the fight 

of the Know Nothing Party of ‘na- 

tive’ Americans against the incom- 





“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 









offers the former little as a starring 
vehicle; uncertainty of lines at preem 
resulted in a halting performance. 
Terry shows ability to carry himself 
througn romantic sequences as well 
as rough-and-ready lines. Several 
good performances are_ sprinkled 
throughout the cast, notably Charles 
Kennedy as Pastor Allin and Frank 
Wilcox as Magistrate Higgins. Viola 
| Roache, Seth Arnold, Virginia Camp- 
bell and Walter Baldwin register in 
| support. : : 
| The play is laid in nice surround- 
ings. The Watson Barratt settings of 
| a colonial kitchen and meeting house 
| are more outstanding than the action 
| that takes place within them. Cos- 
|tumes are attractive. Whether due 
| to direction or writing is not clear 
| but there are too many situations 
| tossed unceremoniously into the laps 
/of the audience without any sem- 
_blarice of a buildup to their partic- 
| ular point. This is a major fault but 
even with this remedied it is doubt- 
ful if the play will get far. Bone, 
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Play on B’way 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 











HENRY IV 


(PART 1) 


Historical comedy in three acts by Wil-| 


liam Shakespeare; presented by Maurice 
| Evans; features Evans, Mady Christians, 
| Henry Edwards; staged by Margaret Web- 


ster; settings, David Ffolkes; costumes, 
| Helene Pons; incidental music, Rupert 
| Graves; at the St. James, N. Y., opening 
i Jan, 30, °39; $3.30 top. 

eet: Wee, Sade catectnasect Henry Edwards 
Earl of Westmoreland...Alexander Scourby | 
John c2 Lancaster.....+..-- William Prince 


Sir Walter BrORt.cceccceees Donald Cameron 
Sir John Falstaff 
PROUT bs 6s dé adn vedubedaqae Edmond O‘Brien 
| PERO. coccecestoecsencceteces George Keane 


workouts. James Lane, as Timothy | Poins................0e00- Emmett Rogers 
| Callahan, takes hold of a lovable Far! of precthemhestand. ., .Chsrias Dates 
| character in highly capable style to pala an on gg pase se ee nae 
|stand out. Equally effective is | First Carrier............----Rhys Williams 
| Harry Shannon, as the oratin‘ pro- | Second Carrier.........+.++ Alfred Paschall 
fessional Irishman, O'Toole. ee ara wer enaneee ks > ros | 
| Smart characterizations are turned | Rardolph......... a sdewctens Reynolds Evans | 
in by Margaret Mullen, as Mrs. J eile Ss PITTTTTTi Tie nc Me tet 
| O’Brien; Marie Brown as the Dutch | A Uyess Quickly ++ +++-reee +. ‘anceme Gheakeas | 
| Evangeline Van Iseldyke, Maureen | Lady Percy...............Mady Christians | 
| McManus, as Mrs. O'Toole, and Gene | Seevant to Heteper ae ae Richard Janaver 
| Tierney, as the Irish co: een. Rest | Gwen Glendower..........,.Rhys Williams 
of the large cast is adequate. Lady Mortimer........... Carmen Mathews 
| Considerable pruning will be nec- | Justice Shallow ’.-1--+17--George Graham 
essary to eliminate talky and inac- | Recruits: ¢ 
| tive portions and climaxes will have | Mouldy.......eseseees. Maury Tuckerman | 
to be built more surely for a real | Shadow........ceseseees. Charies Bowden 
, . " WMG s 0h 60506 680566600490% Frederic Carney 
SOCOM | ete, ete ARE CEL CEU TOI cee eee Everett Ripley | 
are here and Abbott seems headed ET BRA See Alfred Paschall 
| for another hit. Burm. | Farl of Douglas..............Sydney Smith 


Maurice Evans has been attracting 
much attention on Broadway dur- 
ing the past several seasons, his most 
notable success being with ‘King 
Richard II,’ a couple of years ago. 
Recently his full length ‘Hamlet’ was 
withdrawn after a goodly stay. After 
a one-week interval, he has opened 
‘Henry IV,’ previously announcing it 
might be limited to four weeks, after 
which he then was planning to re- 
peat ‘Richard’ or appear in ‘Cyrano 
de Bergerac.’ ‘Henry’ is likely to 
stick longer. 

Part One of ‘Henry’ belongs to a 
cycle of Shakespearean plays dealing 
with England in the middle ages. It 





ceechbeges Maurice Evans | 





=== 
A new producing company with downtown backing is being formed by 
| Jean Rodney, young daughter of Earle Rodney, prominent Wall Streeter 
| Miss Rodney, with support from her father, is said to have a 50% interest 
in ‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse, N.Y., one of the season’s most successful 
revivals, and selected for the ‘command performance’ in Washington Sun- 
day (29) in celebration of the President's birthday. 

Rodney backed a play called ‘Stop Over,’ presented by Chase Produc. 
tions at the Lyceum, about a year ago, with Arthur Byron and Sidney 
' Blackmer in the leads. Show had a brief engagement. Same backer wag 
| among those concerned with ‘All the Living’ also done last season, that 

drama just missing. 





t 





| ‘There was a shindig at the Road to Mandalay, Delmonico’s, New York, 
| Friday night (27), affair being a stunt for ‘Hellzapoppin’ and the Harry 
Richman night spot. Tie-up was arranged by S. Jay Kaufman, press agent 
| for the club. His brother, Harry, is in on ‘Hellz.’ Invitations, which were 
signed by ‘Hellza Olsen and Poppin Johnson,’ stated that: ‘We muggs are 
| giving an alleged cocktail party. We ain’t got nothin’ and we don’t want 
| nothin’.’ 

Guests were given tags for the button holes, reading matter including 
| the legend: ‘Refuge for alcoholics.’ Show was given by the nut comics, 


| supported by some of their human curiosities, 





Although it was reported that Philip Barry, who wrote ‘Here Come the 
| Clowns,’ is not financially concerned with the drama, it is understood that 
| he was involved to the exient of $50,000. That would explain Eddie 
Dowling’s gesture of not accepting salary until the show attained a paying 
basis, if and when. 

‘Clowns’ moved from the Booth to the Golden, N. Y., after being slated 
to close. Dowling’s theory is that the play may be established for the road 
| by continuing the engagement. Grosses have been over-estimated, with 
the actual average takings paced around the $3,500 mark. 

Bela Blau is leaving for New Orleans, thence to the Coast for a rest 
and possible talent hunt. He proposes staging as many as 10 revivals on 
Broadway during the spring and summer, each to play two weeks, at 
$1.10 top. 

Blau was associated with Marc Connelly in the presentation of ‘Every- 
where I Roam,’ which was withdrawn after a brief engagement at the 
National, N.Y. Latter house is due to get “The Little Foxes’ about mid- 
February. 





‘The American Way,’ in which Fredric March is co-starred with his wife, 
Florence Eldridge, is the film star’s first Broadway legit success as a star, 
His last season’s ‘Yr, Obedient Husband’ wasn't a click, wherein he also 
co-starred with Miss Eldridge and wherein he was allied with John Crom- 
well, stage and film director, who had in former years given March his 
first acting opportunities. The actor had appeared successfully in several 
click shows on the road, such as ‘Royal Family,’ etc., but the Kaufman- 
Hart play is his first Broadway legit hit. 





With closing of ‘Victoria Regina’ in Pittsburgh last week, Harry Essex, 





is to be ysed in ‘Five Kings,’ which 
the Mercury Theatre group is ready- 
ing, but the latter venture is much 
more extended and will consume two 
evenings for the full showing. Mer- 
curyites were present at Monday’s 
(30) debut, patently interested in 
how this portion was treated. 

Impression is that despite the 
pageantr achieved in the final 
scenes, Evans’ appearance as Jack 
Falstaff is to display a change of 
pace from the dramatics of ‘Hamlet’ 
and the other classics to which he 
mostly devotes his talents. That he 
succeeded in making the bawdy fat 
man likeable there is no doubt. 


Falstaff in his cups is the butt of 
Hal, Prince of Wales. Early in the 
play, when the prince and his pals 
stage a holdup for a lark and repair 
to the Boar’s Head tavern, the rd 
is antic. There were those who 
laughed freely over the goings-on 
opening night. 

In the latter part of the play, how- 
ever, the performance reverts to 
drama, with the prince swearing al- 
legiance to Kin: Henry, who had 
refused to turn bitter towards the 
son, whom he frankly tells is his 
nearest and dearest enemy. ey 
fight side by side to beat down the 
rebellion, The fanfare of the battle, 
with  flag-bearers attending the 
sworismen, may be a far cry from 
war as now known, but since it’s 
tale of battle in the days of buskin 
and armor it's no sheer fantasy that 
inspired the Bard’s work, : 


; To the student of Shakespeare 
Henry’ will appeal, but in a limited 
way compared to the other Evans 
appearances. He is excellently sup- 
ported by Henry Edwards as the 
King, Edmond O’Brien as the prince 
and Wesley Addy as Henry Percy 
(Hotspur), who leads the rebels and 
is killed. Present, too, is Mady 
Christians, lovely wife of Hotspur. 
Carmen Matthews is Lady Morti- 
mer, the tearful, Welsh bride, while 
Irene Tedrow completes the femme 
end of the cast as Mistress Quickly. 

Production and costuming are 
splendid, with the direction and 
lighting by Margaret Webster again 


counting heavily as in other Evans 
presentations. Ibee. 





German Groups Merge 





Berlin, Jan. 21, 
The three largest legit houses in | 
the rich Sudeten mining district of 
Aussig, Teplitz and Tetschen, all 
city-owned, are to give up their in- 
dividual status and pull together. 
Plan is to merge the Aussig and) 
Teplitz stages, which are within 
calling distance of each other. The 
combo is to provide Tetschen with 
regular performances. 
Raising of artistic standard as well 
as economic reasons were influential 
in the move. Civic administration 


who company-managed Helen Hayes’ hit throughout its long run, takes over 
‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton, N. Y., in similar capacity. He replaces Herman 
Bernstein, who’s going out with Katharine Hepburn show, ‘Philadelphia 
Story.” Hepburn put in a request to Theatre Guild for Bernstein, who 
piloted her about the country couple of seasons ago in ‘Jane Eyre’ and was 
later reported headed for post as star’s personal manager in Hollywood. 

Two legit advance men pulled a reverse radio plug in a joint interview 
on KMOX, St. Louis. Theron Bamberger, ahead of ‘Angela Is Twenty- 
Two,’ and Francis Robinson, ballyhooer for Cornelia Otis Skinner in ‘Cane 
dida,’ went before the mike together for joint interview with Katherine 
Halpin, who does a daily 15-minute commercial. The p.a.’s in the inter- 
view each ignored their own shows, but boosted the other’s, 





Federation of Arts Unions, a committee representing the theatre and 
allied projects in WPA, N.Y., are planning to raise funds by means of @ 
ball and entertainment to be held at the Astor hotel during February. 
Committee has been active in protesting the cuts in the relief rolls and 
several times has sent deputations to Washington. 








Ticket office, yesterday (Tuesday) 
was granted the right by N. Y. sus 
preme court Justice McGeehan te 
examine before trial the League of 
New York Theatres through its ex- 
ecutive secretary. Judge McGeehan 
ruled that a statement from Equity 
would serve Atlas’ request instead 
of a personal quiz of its officers. 
The move was made in connection 
with Acme’s suit for an injunction to 
stop the League and Equity from 
carrying out the theatre ticket code 
rules so far as those brokers who 
failed to sign the code are concerned. 


League on Tix 











(Continued from page 49) 





form the nucleus of a central office. 
Such a combination is scouted by 
ticket men, aware of the antipathy 
of the leading agency heads have for 
each other. Several years ago the 
League had a modified form of cen- 
tral agency in the form of a dis- 
tributing system to the individual 
brokers, but it failed to function | 
properly. 

Central Agency Costly 


Cost of establishing a _ central 
agency to handle all tickets not kept 
for sale at the box-offices is esti- 
mated to be excessive. Financing of 
such a venture would be a major 
problem, hardly solved by the in- 
come from the agencies, which is 
3% cents per ticket sold, Agencies 
have paid the League $9,962 up to a 
recent date. Of that sum, $1,400 was 
expended, partly for policing and 
including some advertising, which 
cost $632. 

Late Joe Leblang offered to set up 
a central agency and offered to 
establish it in the Cuohen theatre 
(now being razed). He became ill 
and lost interest in the proposal, 
friends, too, advising him to drop 
the project on the grounds that it 
would involve much effort and prob- 
ably would be a financial headache. 

Cue, an amusement guide which 
proposes establishing a ticket selling 
service for subscribers, failed to get 
the nod from the League. Mag ar- 
plied for recognition as an agency 
and wished to s‘gn the code, al- 
though planning to dispose of tickets 
at less than the 75° premium limit. 
League’s board, however. cecided to| were hot and cold. Watts (Her- 
table the spplicsticn until after it| ald Trib), ‘Disappointed me sore- 
receives the report of the committee| ly’ Lockridge (Sun), ‘Sheer 





Giveaways Bolster Tent 
Stock Biz in San Antonio 


San Antonio, Jan, 31. 

Briggs-Darling Capitol Players have 
opened under canvas in Harlandale, 
local suburb. Cast of 17 is doing 
plays, with vaude in between the 
acts. It’s town’s only dramatic stock 
company in a tent theatre. 

B. O. inducements are country 
store and ‘hot seats. 


‘Merchant’ 


‘The Merchant of Yonkers’ was 
withdrawn from the Guild, N. Y+« 
Saturday (28) afier playing five 
weeks. Farce averaged between 
$9,000 and $10,000, which provided 
an operating profit, but takings wee 
mostly from the Guild’s subscribers 
There was some idea to move the 
show, but without subscription sup- 
port its chances were figured slim 
and management decided to close, in 
the red for the amount of the pro 
duction nut. 





Quits 








THE MERCHANT OF YONKERS 
Opened Dec, 28, 38. Reviews 





plan also provides for refurbishing 
of houses and installation of mod- 
ern stage equipment, | 





named to consider the central funny business. At all times un 
agency idea. relentingly gay.’ VanietTY (Hobe), 
Mike Atlas, of the Acme Theatre| ‘Moderate run seems likely.’ 
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‘Candida’ Satisfies 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 





VARIE 





in Chi $8,000, 


Town’ OK 126, Kiss Boys’ $16,500 





oreaae, ane 31. P 
new entries last week an 

pot’ having profitable stays. Both 
are in for short session. Our Town 
goes only four weeks, two on Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription, 
while ‘Candida’ sticking only a fort- 


nigytnelia Otis Skinner brought in 
the George Bernard Shaw revival 
and it looks for coin on the Skinner 
Ixer,. 
mSmash here presently is ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ at the Harris. Noth- 
ing much in the offing for the houses, 
with the exception of ‘Bachelor Born, 
following ‘Our Town’ into the Sel- 


withe Mikado’ continuing to be the 
talk of show biz on nightly sellouts 
for the Federal Theatre, while Ian 
Keith is bringing them in to see a 
dated show, “The Copperhead,’ also 
for the FTP. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Candida,’ Grand (2d-final week) 
(1,300; $2.75). Continuing tour after 
breaking show in here on good fort- 
night. Satisfying $8,000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Harris 
(3d week) (1,000; $2.75). A winner, 
with plenty of word-of-mouth draw- 
ing the femmes and convention mob. 
Upped to $16,500, solid. 

‘Our Town,’ Selwyn (2d. week ) 
(1,000; $2.75). ATS subscription held 
down the gross on initia] session 
which was good at $12,000. 


WPA 

‘The Copperhead,’ Blackstone. 
Holding over another week or 80, 
with demand to see Ian Keith keep- 
ing the show going. 

‘The Mikado,’ Great Northern. In 
its 19th week, with the Harry Min- 
turn version of the Gilbert and Sul- 
livan comic opera a sensash. 


HAYES BIG 296 
IN PITT FINALE 


a 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 31. 

Disappointing getaway kept Helen 
Hayes from topping her 1937 Pitts- 
burgh mark in ‘Victoria Regina’ at 
the Nixon Iast week, but great finish 
and an extra Friday matinee ac- 
counted for blistering $29,000, best 
for a straight play here since same 
attraction made first visit year and 
a half ago. At that time, show got 
$30,400 but call for higher-scaled 
seats was more active then. 

Afternoon performances were sold 
out several days before ‘Victoria’ 
opened, and star agreed to an addi- 
tional one upon her arrival here, 
with the three mats alone accounting 
for better than $10,000. ‘Regina 
a up tour here Saturday night 





Nixon has ‘Tobacco Road’ current, 
playing its seventh week here and 
advance sale surprising, indicating 
another solid click, with Bankhead’s 
new one, ‘Little Foxes,’ ‘Bacheior 


. Born’ and ‘What a Life’ following in 


the order named. Cornelia Otis 
Skinner’s ‘Candida’ set back until 
March 13. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Victoria Regina’ (Nixon, 2,100; 
$3.30). Return engagement here got 
great $29,000 in 10 performances, 
extra Friday mat having been tossed 
in following heavy femme demand 
for afternoon tickets. 


Lunts Snare $20,000 
In Click St. Louis Date 


St. Louis, Jan. 31. 

With one of three local crix dis- 
senting from tossing 100% raves, 
Lunt and Fontanne, in ‘Amphitryon 
38,’ did big in six days at the Amer- 
icon, despite blizzard opening night. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke in ‘Shadow 
ard Substance’ opened for one week 
at the American iast nisht (Monday). 

Estimate for Last Week 

,Amphitryon 38,’ American (1,707; 
$3.36). Totaled $20.000 for eight per- 
formances, house being virtually a 
sellout for two matinees and the last 
nicht. American has grossed approx- 
imately $90,000 since ‘I’d Rather Be 
Riht’ engagement, which still holds 


seascn’s record with $35,000 for one 
week, 


‘Unknown’ $1,500, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Jan. 31. 
First time in City of Churches 
didn’t mean muck. for ‘Co-respondent 
Unknown’ at Shubert theatre. San- 
dra Gould, late of ‘Having Wonder- 
ful Time,’ got star billing. 
Meanwhile, Braiticboro Players 
are rehearsing ‘Roads‘de,’ by Lynn 
Riggs, opening at St. Felix Play- 
houce Mondey (6). 
E-t'~a’e for Last Week 
‘Co-resvendent Unknowr.’ 
bert (1,750; 25-85). Dull $1,500. 











Shu- 








‘Bachelor’ Gets Brushoff 


In Wash.,. Does $7,500 


Washington, Jan. 31. 

Critics’ brushoff hurt along with 
one-night stand of ‘Outward Bound’ 
Sunday (30) for President’s Birth- 
day Fund, which brought out Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt and sold out 
24 hours after sale opened. Latter 
particularly took edge off advance 
ballyhoo of ‘Bachelor. 

Current week is blank with ‘Mice 
and Men’ set to arrive Feb. 6. 
George Abbott’s ‘What a Life’ due 
Feb. 13 and third visit of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ is skedded Feb. 20. Both of 
latter will play at pop prices with 
$1.50 top. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Bachelor Bern,’ (National) (1,698; 
$2.20 top). Soe-so reviews and com- 
petition of President's Birthday show 
and ballyhoo kept it to approximate- 
ly $7,500. 


Stars Does Big 
$21,500, Boston: 
Mice’ Nice 126 


Boston, Jan. 31. 

‘What Every Woman Wants,’ star- 
ring Francine Larrimore, opened 
here: last night (Monday) and WPA 
version of ‘Macbeth’ bews tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Copley. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ getting helpful 
bolstering from American Theatre 
Guiid subscription list, tallied a nice 
take for first of its two frames here, 
and ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ finished its 
second week with a hit gross. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Shubert (1,- 
590; $3.30) (2d wk). it’s a hit here 
and the three-week tryout will be 
profitable. Consensus is that both 
Jimmy Durante and Ethel Merman 
have best parts in years. Tamara 
Toumanova, Richard Carlson and 
Mildred Natwick also getting good 
word-of-mouth. Second stanza big 
$21,500. One more week. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Plymouth (1,- 
480; $2.75) (Ist wk). Satisfactory 
$12,000, One more week. 


ROAD’ GOOD $10,000 
IN 4TH CLEVE. VISIT 


Cleveland, Jan. 31. 

Fourth Cleveland visit of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ outgrossed half of the Hanna’s 
winter shows. Heaviest balcony and 
matinee trade seen yet this winter, 
with orchestra seats at $1.50 going 
fast. Sunday holdover was planned, 
and would have been a sellout, but 
Pittsburgh date couldn’t be changed 
to make it possible. ‘ 

‘Susan and God,’ opening Tuesday 
(30), drew biggest advance sale of 
the year at $2.50 top. Nothing in 
sight for the Hanna after current 
date until Feb. 27 when Cornelia Otis 
Skinner arrives in ‘Candida.’ Only 
other definite booking is Walter 
Huston’s . ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ 
May 25 for three days. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacce Road,’ Hanna (1,435; $1.50 
top). Low prices helped boost biz 
for nine performances to $10,000. 














‘Every Woman’ Gets Only 
$1,400 in N. Haven 1-Niter 


New Haven, Jan. 31. 

Town split its theatrical activities 
into three one-night stands last 
week, two of them benefits. Thurs- 
day (26) Ruth Draper was in for 
nice business at a crippled children’s 
charity affair. Friday (27) brought 
the preem of the new Shubert com~- 
edy, ‘What Every Woman Wants, 
starring Francine Larrimore. Satur- 
day (28) was another benefit night, 
with ‘One Third of a Nation’ (WPA) 
being sponsored by local slum clear- 
ance group to so-so t-z. 

Only other show booked for near 
future is ‘Off to Buffalo,’ with Joe 
Cook in the revised version of “The 
Flying Ginzburgs’ set for this week- 
end (Feb. 2-4). D’Oyly Carte troupe 
due in April for full week. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

Ruth Draper, Shubert (1,600; 
$2.50). Carriage trade helped to nice 
$2,100, one performance. 

‘What Every Weman Wants,’ Shu- 
bert (1,600; $2.20). Around $1,400, 


but could have been better. One per- | 


formance. 

‘One-Third of a Nation,” Shubert 
(1,600; $1.10). WPA-er drew only 
fair house, mostly on the shelves. 





‘Whiteoaks’ 146, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Jan. 31. 
‘Bachelor Born’ is in the Cox cur- 
rently, to be followed next week by 
Cedric Hardwicke in ‘Shadow and 
Substance,’ both at $2.75 top. 


Estimate for Last Week 
*‘Whiteoaks’ Cox . (1,350; $2.75). 
Ethel Barrymore magneted as of 
yore for a very good $14,000. Two 
matinees pulled $4,000. Night biz 
in last half suffered from cold and 
snow. 


Philly Off; ‘Birds’ 
Try Poor $4,500, 
Women’ OK 8146 


Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 

Philadelphia’s bookings have been 
completely scrambled again, most 
dates having been put back, which 
will probably mean a number of 
dark weeks. 

Among the shows postponed are 
the Mercury Theatre-Guild tryout 
of ‘Five Kings,’ with Orson Welles; 
‘Married an Angel’ and the premiere 
of Philip Barry’s new play, ‘Phila- 
delphia Story.’ Last-named will 
now likely come in first, being men- 
tioned for Feb. 20; ‘Angel’ will more 
than likely arrive a week later,, or 
perhaps in March, while ‘Five 
Kings,’ which combines five of 
Shakespeare’s Chronicle plays in a 
two-night program, is now set for 
March 20. 

Part of the open time will be 
filled by the Vinton Freedley musi- 
cal, ‘Off to Buffalo,’ which opens 
Monday night (6) at the Chestnut. 
It was originally skedded for a single 
week; with more time open may 
prolong its stay a week if biz war- 
rants. 

Both the Forrest and Locust have 
open time now and although cur- 
rent shows are announcing ‘last 
week,’ either ‘The Women’ (Forrest) 
or ‘What a Life’ (Locust), or both, 
may stay. Current bad weather is 
affecting these shows, but $1 top, 











first-come-first-served policy has 
been avowedly successful. 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ when it 


comes, is listed for the Chestnut and 
‘Angel’ for the Forrest. Locust 
looks left high and dry, together 
with the Erlanger, which hasn’t a 
booking. 

John Golden’s tryout with Ruth 
Gordon, ‘The Birds Stop Singing,’ 
had all the breaks against it. Crix 
were unanimously unflattering and 
Miss Gordon’s illness forced the can- 
cellation of Tuesday’s (24) show. 
The weather did the rest. Half-way 
through the week. Golden an- 
nounced he was withdrawing the 
play indefinitely. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Women,’ Forrest (4th week) 
(2,000: $2). Held up despite ad- 
verse weather to get $8,500. Adopts 
$1 top policy used for last two weeks 
at the Locust, starting this week. An- 
nouncing last week but may hold 
again. 

What a Life,’ Locust (5th week) 
(1,400; $1). Second week of new 
low-price, first-come-first-served pol- 
icy affected by weather but satisfac- 
tory at $5,200. Also announcing last 
week but may hold as house has no 
booking in sight. 

‘The Birds Stop Singing,’ Chestnut 
(1,700; $2). Crix all said thumbs 
down. Tryout down to $4,500 in 
seven performances and producer 
has taken show off boards in- 
definitely. 


‘Shadow’ Has Substance 
In Milwaukee with $8,000 


Milwaukee, Jan. 31. 


‘Shadow and Substance’ did well 
in four days here at the Davidson, 
town’s lone legiter. Mediocre open- 
ing Wednesday eve (25), but two 
mats were good. Crix helped, too. 

‘Candida,’ due Feb. 9, is only show 
booked for remainder of season, but 
Davidson manager, Tony Thinee, is 
dickering for a musical because of 
George M. Cohan’s. recent smash 
here. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Shadew and Substance,’ Davidson 
(1,500; $2.75 top). Satisfactory $8,- 
009 in six performances. Two eves 
were sellouts. 


Pins’ 76, Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 31. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Garment Work- 
ers union production, had trouble 
with fascists here all week, but dis- 
turbers were thwarted by police; 
couple of scenes were censored, 
others modified as result of com- 
plaints. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Pins and Needles’, His Majecsty’s 
(1,600: 55-$2.82). Mob disturbences 
and comp’aints ballyhovsed show inte 
good $7,000 gross. 














Way T ops Bway 
And Still Climbs; 





with $37,000 
Music’ Gets Big 


$26,000, Other Musicals Do Well 





Rarely has a drama topped the | hit capacity plus; $26,000 first full 
takings of Broadway musicals, and | week; should be cinch for balance of 


then only for short periods, but ‘The | 
American Way,’ at the Center, is | 
leading the list. The patriotic play 
went close to $37,000 for its first 
full week. Early this week it was | 
running ahead of corresponding 
evenings last week, and a mark of 
$40,000 is anticipated. 


That’s not capacity, but is sensa- 
tional attendance in New York’s 
largest legit theatre, alluded to as 
the ‘smaller’ of the Radio City the- 
atres. Business in most houses de- 
clined, probably because of inclem- 
ent weather, ‘Way’ being the prin- 
cipal exception. When the show 
drew standees at both Saturday (28) 
performances, indications were that 
it’s ‘in.’ 

‘Set to Music,’ the other outstand- 
er among the recent arrivals, drew 
standee business also, with takings | 
around $26,000. Musical leaders are | 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Leave It to Me,” ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse,’ ‘Music,’ the 
heavily attended D’Oyly Carte (Gil- 
bert and Sullivan) and ‘I Married an | 
Angel.’ Latter, at reduced scale, got 
around $18,500 last week, profitable. 

Rating of other straight plays in 
the order of their b. 0. success: ‘Abe 





Lincoln,’ ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye, |S¢tting around $5,000; 


season. 


‘Spring Meeting,’ Little (8th week) 

(CD-532; $3.30). Moved here from 
| Morosco where takings were quoted 
| at slightly more than $6,000. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (2d 
week) (D-3,483; $3.30). Broadway’s 
new leader; drama topping musicals 
| for first time in many seasons; built 
|to capacity Saturday (28), with 
standees both shows; first full week 
approximately $37,000. 


‘The Birds Step Singing, Morosco, 
Opening cancelled after doubtful 
Philadeiphia debut. 

‘The Merchant of Yonkers,’ Guild. 
Closed Saturday (28) after five 
weeks, with subscriptions the prin- 
cipal revenue. 

‘The Primrese Path,’ Biltmore (5th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Eased off, 
as did most shows, but approached 
$10,000; management expectant of a 
run. 

*The White Steed,’ Cort (4th week) 
(D-1,059; $3.30). _Indications are for 
a run; business picked up to $11,500 
|}and attendance claimed to be stead- 


lily improving. 
‘Tobacce Road,’ Forrest (269th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Run leader 
profitable 


‘The Gentle People,’ ‘Oscar Wilde,’ | through low-operating cost. 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (improved fur- 
ther), ‘Outward Bound,’ ‘The White 


‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (42d week) 
(C-1.050; $3.30). May round out 


Steed’ (climbing) and ‘The Primrose | year’s stay; modest but satisfactory 


Path.’ 
strong 


That division 


leadership cuntender with 


‘Henry IV’ revived this week at the | 


St. James. 


may have a | at $4,500, 


| 


Revivals 


D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Beck (5th 
|; week) (M-1,189; $3.30). Classed 


This week’s openings were cur- | with season’s leading coin-getting 


tailed by the withdrawal of 
Birds Stop Singing.’ 
see the arrival of another major mu- 
sical, ‘Stars in Your Eyes’, at the 
Majestic. Other incomers are ‘Mrs. 
O’Brien Entertains,’ Lyceum, and ‘I 
Must Love Someone,’ Longacre. 

Rehearsal list declined sharply be- 
cause six of the readying attractions 
are opening out of town or on Broad- 
way this week, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Mlinois,’ Plymouth 
(16th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Paces 
dramas; capacity; close to $21,000. 


‘Boys From Syracuse,’ Alvin (11th 
week) (M-1,255; $4.40). Among the 
best of the musicals and should be 
among favorite draws with World’s 
Fair visitors; $30,000. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Broadhurst (4th 
week) (C-1,197; $3.30). Doubt about 
import; cast took cut; house reported 
booked for another play; $5,000 in- 
dicated. 

‘Gentle People,’ Belasco (5th week) 
(CD-1,000; $3.30). Picture names in 
cast doubtless helping with matinees 
especially big; $15,000, excellent for 
a straight play. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(20th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). On a 
nine-performance schedule, with al] 
performances drawing standees and 
the pace around $34,000. 

‘Here Come the Clowns,’ Golden 
(9th week) (D-789; $3.30). Engage- 
ment in doubt and show on week-to- 
week basis; $3,500 estimated. 

‘I Married An Angel,’ (Shubert 
(39th week) (M-1,367; $3.30). Under 
lowered ticket scale, $18,500, some 
profit, and expected to stick regard- 
less of out-of-town pencilled book- 
ings. 

‘Jeremiah,’ Guild (lst week) (D- 
914; $3.30). Presented by Theatre 
Guild; translated from Stefan 
Zweig's original by Eden and Cedar 
Paul; opens Friday (3). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(19th week) (C-944; $3.30). Comedy 
standout selling out most perform- 


ances; playing three matinees; 
$15,600. 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 


more (16th week) (M-1,099; $4.40). 
Not much change from regular 
pace though slightly off with the 
field last week; $17,000; will move to 
the 46th Street, ‘Off to Buffalo’ being 
due here Feb. 13. 

‘Leave It to_Me,’ Imperial (13th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Continues to 
be the top grosser among musicals, 
with the gross again over $34,000. 

*‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire (5th 
week) (D-1,099; $3.30). First colored 
cast drama in long time to attract as 
much attention; $13,000; steadily 
climbing. 

‘One fer the Money,’ Booth (R-708; 


$3.30). Presented by Gertrude Macy, | 


Stanley Gilkey and Robert F. Cutler: 
skits, Nancy Hamilton; songs, Mor- 
#an Lewis; intimate revue due Sat- 
urday (4). 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (17th week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Surprising matinee 
strength keeps hit prosperous; $13.- 
500; among the longest stayers this 
season. 

‘Recket to the Meon,’ Windsor 
(llth week) (D-1,049; $3.30). Mode- 
rate money from start but makinz 
some profit at $7,500. 

‘Set to Music” Music Box (3d 
week) (R-1,000; $4.40). 


New revue | 


‘The | musicals; $20,000, with standees in 
Next week will | some performances. 


‘Henry IV,’ St. James (lst week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Presented by 
Maurice Evans, who appears as Fal- 

| staff; Shakespearean drama present- 
ed in two parts; opened Monday (30). 

‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (7th 
week) (1-873: $3.30). Expected to 
last into the spring; topping $12,000; 
better then original showing. 

‘The Importance of Being Earnest,’ 
Vancerbilt (4th week) (C-900; 

| $3.30). Wilde farce drawing quite 
;modestly; $4,000. 
Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(62d week) (R-500; $2.75). Labor 
unionists’ intimate revue indefinite; 
making some profit right along with 
$5.000. ; 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall. Revival of cabaret meller held 

over second week. 

Elsie Janis, Music Box; Sunday 
nights; discontinued after four show- 


ings. 
WPA 
‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 
‘Andreciles and the Lion,’ Lafay- 


ette, Harlem. 
‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 
P we and Sing,’ Daly’s (Yid- 





COHAN’ DET. 
MARK OF 326 


Detroit, Jan, 31. 


George M. Cohan’s ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right’ hung up a new house record 
of $32,000 last week and is headed 
for ditto gross currently. Play orig- 
inally pencilled in for one stanza 
but stuck for second in face of un- 
precedented advance sale. . 

Scaled at $3.85, Cohan opus eclipsed 
the former record of $28,000 set in 
April. 1937. by the Lunts in ‘Idiot’s 
Delight.’ ‘Delight’ played nine per- 
formances compared with only eight 
for ‘Rieht’ but had a main floor (800- 
odd seats (price of $3.30). Down- 
siairs for ‘Right’ was divided into 
$3.85 and $3.30 seats, with most of 
ihe balcony at $2.75. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Td Rather Be Right,’ Cass (1,500; 
£3.25) (2d week). Heavy advance 
helped srab record $32,000 for eight 
nerformences. With current sesh also 
selling out. 


Merivale Replaces Lewis, 
| ‘Angela’ 8G in Midwest 
| Kansas City, Jan. 31. 

‘Angela Is Twenty-two, with 
Philip Merivale as the draw, re- 
_placing Sinclair Lewis in the lead 
‘role, played three evenings and a 
| mat here Inst week to take of $3,500, 
oor. 

Week's take including one-nighters 
-in Omaha, Des Moines and other 
Jow? enr*r, wes about 72,609. 
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World-Telly’s Manton Expose 


Series of articles charging Federal 
Court Justice Martin T. Manton with 
misconduct in office, first published 
in a copyrighted story by the New 
York World-Telegram Friday (27), 
and written by ste writer S. Bur- 
ton Heath, were the result of a seven- 
month investigation conducted by 
Heath for that newspaper. For:some 
time rumors, with no apparent foun- 





dation, of Judge Manton’s alleged 
impropriety in office had come to| 
the attention of the World-Telegram | 
but it was not until July last that, | 
on two successive days, did sufficient | 
evidence come into the hands of the | 
paper to warrant starting a probe. | 


a ‘stateless German’ and an Aus- 
trian. Meant,according to. Stack- 
pole claim, that Hitler waz not a 
citizen of a country having recipro- 
cal copyright arrangement with the 
U. S., and also had lost his Austrian 
citizenship when enlisting in Ger- 
man army. 





Philly Daily’s Defense 


Philadelphia Record last week 


rinted a refutation of charges—| . - 
'ten along the lines of Time’s own 


first run in Time mag—that a beat it 
got on a Society of Friends mission 
to Germany to aid refugee Jews 
severely hampered the work of the 
group. Both the Philly Bulletin and 


High Time’s Inside Time 


| Privately printed pamphlet pur- 
| porting to reveal the inside workings 
of Time mag, made its appearance 
last week under the title, High Time. 
| Sub-billing on the diatribe stated it 
jis ‘published by the Communist 
Party members at Time, Inc.’ Sheet 
/announced it will publish the ‘injus- 
| tices, inequities and office hazings 
which are seldom known except to 
those immediately concerned.’ Writ- 


style, the paper’s makeup and typog- 


raphy are also similar to that of the 
| mag. 


Traditional anonymity of Time’s 





450 news and commercial depart- 
ment employees. 

Publisher has the right to dismiss 
20% of the staff for economy within 
life of the agreement. Otherwise, 
Guild members get five-day, 40-hour 
week, overtime, vacations and sev- 
| erance pay. Indicated by publisher 
during negotiations that 20% slash in 
personnel would be effected almost 
immediately, on the claim that the 
| paper is greatly overmanned. 








New Publishing Org 
Michael Estrin, active in book 
| publishing, forming a new organiza- 

tion which he’ll call the Herald Book 


<<< 
CHATTER 
Ballyhoo back to its original for. 
mat. 
Tiffany Thayer has gone over tg 
Dial Press. 
Dagobert Runes, 
lisher, ailing. 
College sport News service be. 
gun by Gordon T. Kay. 
True Story magazine will make a 
big thing of its 20th anni. 
Henry Misselwitz sold Eleanor 
Powell's life story to True Story, 
Front Page Detective Magazine hag 
gone monthly. Hugh Lane the eq, 
New N.Y. amusement w eekly, 


the mag pub. 


the New York Times had the story | editorial staff is ripped asunder in | Publishing Co. Moves into new | Manhattan, has made its appearance, 
Following August the evidence se-| pefore the Record, it's said. but | the first issue of High Time, with | quarters within a week, after which Dana and Ginger Lamb getting 
cured by the World-Telegram was} the printing of a list of allegedly | he will begin assembling staff. 
| 


submitted to the N. Y. State Tax | 
Commission which immediately | 
checked the jurist’s income returns | 
and that check is still being con-| 
tinued. 

Practically all information in the 
hands of District Attorney Thomas 
E. Dewey, including six money 
transactions cited by Dewey in his 
letter to the House Judiciary Com- 





abided by the wishes of the Friends 
and didn’t use it. 

Record quoted E. Raymond Wilson, 
exec of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee, to show that the 
publicity didn’t hurt the mission, but 
‘really was a boon.’ Wilson declared, | 
‘Instead of the publicity hurting the | 
mission, it had the splendid effect of 
| 
| 


land and America for its aims.’ 


. o> > ° » | 
| mysterious firings and vitriolic at- 
'tacks upon various officials of the 


company. Among those named as 
having recently been jettisoned are 
Bunny Schroeder, Aaron Stein, 
George Hiltebeitel and A. K. Mills. 
Among those given a raking-over 
are publisher Henry R. Luce, for- 


| arousing sympathy throughout Eng- | eign news editor L. S. Goldsborough, 


research head Fanny Saul, Ralph 


| both fiction and non-fiction. 
| will handle editorial as well as busi- 
| ness matters. 


one So 


Publishing policy of the new house 
| not set as yet, but likely to include 
Estrin 





Here’s Your Chance! 
Rational answer as to how story 


| selectors get that way at last to be 


} 


set for a foray into the Mayan jungle 

Jerome Ellison, an associate ed of 
Readers’ Digest, has written his first 
novel. 

Josephine Johnson, 
Prize novelist, wed 
Smoot. 

Philip Van Doren Stern a book 
designer before turning book writer 
himself. 


the Pulitzer 
to Hurlow 


Lie 





Lew Deitz, the short story writer, 
to Puerto Rico for a couple of 
months, 

Mabel Herbert Urner active in 


: ; “a ; . |provided by Book and Magazine 
— — sg by = ents J Society was ridiculed in the Ger- | Ingersoll, Wilson sen toes gg |Guild. Organization arranging a 
and base upon ndings in its inves- [man press after publication of the | There is a somew hat Similar shee | e« urse on manuscript reading, selec- 
tigation. By using the power Oof| pasorg story and was at first con- | at the New York Times, labeled Bet- | tion and sale to get under way Feb 
subpoena Dewey was able to develop ter Times, while the Brooklyn Eagle | ; 


| 
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a great many more details but, on | 
the whole, credit for the expose and | 
Judge Manton’s subsequent resigna- 
tion rests with the paper. 

Release of the Dewey letter to the 
House Judiciary Committee un-| 
questionably took some of the edge 
off the World-Telegram series and | 
bulk of articles remaining, it is now 
learned, will not be printed. 


Boost British Mag for U. S. 


British weekly mag, Picture Post, | 
went on sale throughout the U. S.| 
last week in an effort to expand into 
an international periodical. Issue on 
sale here was dated Jan. 14 in| 
Britain, but given a cover remake 
with a Jan. 28 date and a price list- 
ing of 10c in piace of the 3c price 
over there. Only remake for Amer- 
ica was the cover. Issue carried the 
Jan. 14 date on each page inside. 

Picture Post, with a cover marked- 
ly similar to that of Life, is a sort 
of combination Life, Satevepost and 
other of our national weeklies. Com- 
paratively new mag, having begun 
publication less than a year ago, it’s 
reputed to have had a remarkable 
success in Britain. Response over 
there said to have been similar to 
that which greeted Life on its in- 
ception here. 

Issue with which Picture Post 
hopes to break into the U. S. has 
an article laudatory to this country 
and a story by an American scrib- 
bler, William Saroyan. Odd note is 
that despite the 10c price, those 
shops here handling foreign mags 
charge tic for the identical British 
edition. 





| siderably riled at the paper. | 








Cal, Assn, in 52d Year 


The California Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association en‘ered its 52d 
year this week under leadership of 
William S. Kellogg of the Glendale 
News-Press. Kellogg was elected 
president at the association’s 5lst 
annual meeting in Fresno. 

Among the speakers were William 
Allen White, of Emporia, Kan., 
editor and president of the Amer- 
ican Society of Newspaper Editors, 
and James A. Stahlman, head of the 
American Newspaper Publishers As- 
sociation. 

Other officers elected are: Neal 
Van Sooy, of Azusa, vice-president 
and chairman of the weeklies’ divi- 
sion; Paul W. Leake, Woodland, 
v.p. and chairman of the dailies, and 
Stanley Larson, Claremont, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Will Rogers, son of the late actor, 
was awarded the Los Angeles 
Times’ trophy for the best weekly 
front page, in his Beverly Hills Citi- 
zen, last year. The Glendale Press- 
Gleaner won a certificate for second 
place, and the Upland News for 
third. 





Row on Hitler’s ‘Kampf’ 


Showdown on American publica- 
tion rights to Hitler’s book, ‘Mein 
Kampf,’ is due shortly as result of 
Federal suit filed by Houghton Mif- 
flin Co. of Boston against Stackpole 
Sons, seeking to halt latter’s pro- 
posed publication of the volume. 

Abridged version of the Hitler 
book published few years ago by 
Houghton Mifflin on assignment of 
American copyright from German 
publishers. Concurrent with plans 


of Houghton Mifflin to issue un- | 


abridged new edition in March in 
conjunction with Reynal & Hitch- 
cock, Stackpole Sons made known it 
would also bring out the book here. 
Claimed by Stackpole it could pub- 
lish the book here because Ameri- 
can copyright was defective due to 
allegation that in copyright applica- 
tion in 1925 Hitler was described as 


Users % Of Rental Fees 

California Writers’ Guild thinks | 
percentage of book rental fees should 
go to book authors as royalties and | 
plans to take up the matter with the 
American Booksellers’ Assn. and 
other organizations. 

Plaint is that the rental library 
definitely holds down book sales, | 
though not retarding book distribu- 
tion. Felt by the scribblers that 
numerous books never get beyond 
first editions because of the rental 
libraries, and since the libraries 
have possibilities for unlimited profit, 
writers feel they deserve a share. 
Ne plan formulated by Guild as 
to how authors might get part of 
book rental fees. Group feels that 
can be worked out as soon as the 
lending library operators can be 
made. agreeable to the proposition. 





Award te Burman 


Southern Authors Award for most 
distinguished book on the south pub- 
lished during 1938 has been won by 
Ben Lucien Burman for his ‘Blow 
for a Landing.’ Award presented at 
seventh annual Southern Authors’ 
luncheon at the Park Lane hotel, 
New York, Saturday (28). Award 
committee consisted of Burton Ras- 
coe, Blanche Colton Williams, Her- 
schel Brickell, Joseph Wood Krutch, 
Vernon Loggins and Dr. Stella S. 
Center, 

Burman, now doing a series of 
river stories and articles for the 
Satevepost, was a newspaperman for 
years before turning novelist. Has 
written two other novels, ‘Missis- 
sippi’ and ‘Steamboat Round the 
Bend,’ both filmed. 





U. S. Newspapers Increase 


Number of newspapers in the U. 
S, increased 68 in 1938 over previous 
year, according to annual Directory 
of Newspapers and Periodicals, pub- 
lished last week by N. W. Ayer & 
Son, 

Increase due to activity in weekly 
field, however, as both dailies and 
| semi-weeklies showed losses. Num- 
ber of weeklies increased 99 to total 
of 10,728, but dailies decreased 29 to 
2.056 and semi-weeklies dropped tw 
to 357. : 

Morning papers showed increase 
of 325,200, to total 15,925,200, while 
evening paper circulation dropped 
to 24,753,900, representing loss of 
946,100. 





Salving the Wound? 


When George Seibel, book-review- 
er, drama critic and lecturer, was 
named to Morals Court bench in 
Pittsburgh couple of weeks ago, 
paper that fired him in 1936, Hearst’s 
Pittsburgh Sunday Telegraph, gave 
him the biggest news story break 
of any Pitt daily. 

Daily carried big two-column 
story on page one with accompahy- 
ing picture while other two Smoky 
City papers merely carried it in rou- 
tine fashion. 

Seibel’s dismissal by the Sun- 
Tele was an ‘economy’ move, al- 
though it’s said it had something to 
do with his political views. 





Foreign Newsmen Dine 
Dinner of the Foreign Press Cor- 
respondents Ass’n, held Thursday 
night (26) at the Hotel Lombardy, 
New York, drew around 100 reps of 
foreign papers in the U. 8S. 


Guests of honor were Erskine 
Caldwell, Margaret Bourke White, 
Ferdinand Bruckner, prez of the 


German American Writers Ass'n, 
and Jan Masaryk, former Czech Min- 








ister in London, 


| yesterday (Tuesday) by Luce. 


also has one in the Eagle’s Eye. Lat- 
ter two pubs are mimeographed. 

Memorandum in reference to the 
High Time publication was sent to 
all members of the Time, Inc., staff 
Re- 
ferred to the contents of the sheet as 
‘gossip’ and stated that it was full 
of inaccuracies. Called it an ‘amus- 
ing job of writing,’ but added that 
it was ‘disloyal.’ 





Name Judges in Contest 


Judges for the third annual prize 
story contest of the New York News- 
paper Women’s Club are Sophie 
Kerr Underwood, Helen Nolan Neil, 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Elmer Davis and 
Frank Sullivan, who will sift more 
than 100 entries to determine best 
piece of news writing, feature, 
woman’s page article and criticism 
or opinion written in 1938. Prizes of 
$100 will go to winners, 

Awards will be made at the 17th 
annual Front Page Ball of the club 
Feb. 10 at the Waldorf, N. Y., and 
will be presented by Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. 





Luce’s New Idea 


New type of newspaper is being 
mulled by Henry R. Luce, his as- 
sociates claim, with Edward Stanley, 
former photograph editor for the 
Associated Press, being considered 
for the top position. Publication 
would be standard size, featuring- 
comment on and interpretation of 
news rather than attempting to com- 
pete with usual daily news stories. 
Paper would carry skeletonized 
version of latest news stories but 
would attempt to interpret signifi- 
cance of world developments. 

Understood that the paper would 
sell for 10c, 


Mrs, Patterson-Hearst Deal 


Hearst organization continuing to 
unload its publishing properties, 
latest to go being two capital dailies, 
Washington Herald and Times. Sale 
on Friday (27) made the two the 
property of Mrs, Eleanor Patterson. 

Two papers operated by Mrs. Pat- 
terson since August, 1937, under 
lease, with option to buy. Mrs. Pat- 
terson became editor of the morning 
Herald in 1930. When leasing the 
Herald she also took the Times, aft- 
ernoon paper, on the same arrange- 
ment, 





Book-Play Luncheon 


Final Book and Play Luncheon of 
the season to be held tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Biltmore Hotel, 
New York Guests of honor will in- 
clude Sidney B. Whipple, Alfred 
Kreymborg, Barry Fitzgerald, Jessica 
Tandy, Bramwell Fletcher, Helen 
Chaniler, Darrell Fancourt, Jean 
Cadell, Arthur Shields, Gladys Cal- 
throp and Adreen O'Connor. 

Twenty-first anni of the Book and 
Play Luncheons will be celebrated 
with a dinner March 12, 


Alex Kahn Succeeds Vladeck 


Alexander Kahn was named gen- 
eral business manager of the N. Y. 
Jewish Daily Forward, world’s big- 
gest Yiddish-language paper, last 
week. He succeeds late B. Charney 
Viadeck. 

Kahn has ween the daily’s legal ad- 
viser for past 27 years. 





B’klyn Eagle Pact 





Meeting Thursday night (26) be- 
| tween Frank D. Schroth, publisher 
of N. Y. Brooklyn Eagle, and reps of 
| Newspaper Guild, resulted in sign- 
ing of year’s pact in behalf of daily’s 


| 23, and designed for those interested 


in reading for book or magazine 
publishing houses, or for literary 
agencies, 

Guest speakers set are Quincy 
Howe, Simon & Schuster editor, and 
Henriette Herz, lit agent. 





Radio Exploits Book 


Radio as a means of book ex- 
ploitation to be utilized for Hector 
Chevigny’s ‘Lost Empire.’ Author 
has serialized the book in 15-minute 
episodes, which are being waxed by 
a Coast transcription studio with a 
cast of 10 and an orchestra of 21 
with a specially arranged music 
score. % 

Episodes will go on the air from 
three to six times weekly at each 
station, with stations in from 10 to 
15 new cities to get the series month- 
ly. Intended in this way to keep 
the book before the public for an 
entire year, 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Used Car Digest, monthly trade 
mag, debuts Feb. 15 under banner 
of Esquire Features, owned by Es- 
quire-Coronet syndicate. Plan is to 
accept no ads for first few issues. 
Howard Denby, Features syndicate 
manager, will edit, with A. H. Van 
Duyn as managing ed. 

Science Fiction added to chain of 
mags published by Louis Silber- 
kleit. First issue will have a guest 
editorial by Hugo Gernsback, also a 
mag publisher. Editor Charles Hor- 
nig formerly directed Science Won- 
der Stories, 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Charles W. Frost, 90, former 
owner of Godey’s Lady’s Book, first 
mag for femmes in the U. S., died 
last week in Haverford, Pa. Pioneer 
Philadelphia advertising man ac- 
quired the mag from Louis Antoine 
Godey, who began its publication in 
1830. Besides his publishing and 
advertising activities, Frost also was 
an inventor. 


Sidney Morse, 64, v.p. of the Edu- 
cational Publishing Corp., publishers 
of St. Nicholas and Grade Teacher 
magazines, committed suicide by 
shooting Jan. 26 on the grounds of 
the Norwalk hospital, Norwalk, Conn. 
Morse was a partner with Roy Wal- 
ker in the publishing company. 
Widow survives, 

Robert Hallowell, 52, one of the 
founders of the New Republic, died 
Jan. 26, in a Staten Island (N. Y.) 
hospital of a heart attack. Hallowell, 
prominent as an artist, helped found 
the New Republic in 1914, and wa? 
treasurer of the rag until 1925. His 
second wife, a daughter and three 
brothers survive, 


William Butler Yeats, 73, Irish poet 
and playwright, and wit:ner of 1923 
Nobel Prize for literature, died Jan. 
29 in Requebrune, France, after suc- 
cession of heart attacks. Regarded 
as one of greatest of modern poets, 
Yeats took leading part in Irish lit- 
erary renaissance of 1920’s. Was a 
founder of the Irish Literary The- 
atre, which became the Abbey The- 
atre of Dublin. Widow survives, 

Elmex A. Bushneii, 67, veteran car- 
toonist, died Jan. 27 from pneumonia 
in Cincinnati, where he made his 
home for years. He was a farmhand, 
cowboy, mill foreman, deckhand and 
beer garden porter before joining 
the Cleveland (O.) Press as an artist. 
Later he went to the Cincy Post, did 
cartooning for the Cincy Times-Star, 
Memphis News-Scimitar, New York 
Globe and Journal, and lastly, in 
1930, for the Cincinnati Enquirer. He 





also did a cartoon act in vaudeville 
for several seasons, 


animal welfare work between scribe 
bling tasks. 

Upton Sinclair has done a play on 
Marie Antoinette which Vanguard 
will publish. 

DeWitt Wallace, ed and pub of 
Readers’ Digest, grabbing some Flor- 
ida sunshine, 

Nathaniel West, film scripter, has 
sold a novel, ‘Day of the Locust,’ to 
Random House, 

Article by Lyman Beecher Stowe 
on Jan Masaryk soon to appear in 
The Commentator. 

Edward Wadewitz, the Whitman 
Publishing Co, head, has bought an 
estate on the Hudson. 

Kenneth Gregory, AP __ sports 
writer, elected prez of newly organ- 
ized Atlanta Press Club. 

J. Randall Williams, 3d, of the 
Macmillan publishing house, weds 
Elizabeth Z. Kirkbride soon. 

Hedda Hopper renewed her Holly- 
wood comment column with Esquire 
Syndicate, serving 40 papers. 

Hickman Powell’s piece on H. V. 
Kalterborn in This Week reprinted 
in the current Readers’ Digest. 

Jonathan Cape, the British book 
publisher, in from London for a gan- 
der at American book material. 

Alan Brown, formerly with Life 
mag, and later with Metro publi- 
city, joined March of Time staff. 

Scribner’s magazine will have an 
article on Clare Booth in March 
issue. Milton Mackaye is author. 

F. Van Wyck Mason leaves Ber- 
muda next month for the southern 
U. S. to do research work for a new 
novel. 

Lawrence P. Miggans has bought 
a place in Connecticut, but won't 
take possession till the ground 
thaws. 

Gretchen Keene, of the N.Y. Her- 
ald Tribune book staff, the bride of 
Henry Ladd Smith. He’s a former 
newspaperman. 

E. D. Kennedy, formerly of Time 
and Fortune, will have his ‘Divi- 
dends to Pay’ published by Reynal & 
Hitchcock soon. 

Richard E. Lauterbach new man- 
aging editor of Golf. Succeeds Win- 
throp Brubaker, who has gone to 
Young America. 

The Albert Payson Terhunes in 
from their Pompton Lakes, N. Jy 
place, for their annual winter s0- 
journ in New York. 

Ione Reed sold her first novel, 
‘Stunt Girl’, to G. P. Putnam & Sons. 
Book is written around her own ex- 
periences in pictures. 

N. Y. District Reporters’ Associa- 
tion will hoki its 14th annual dinner 
and dance on midnight of Feb. 25 
at the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y. 

John J.. Green, former Virginia 
and Indiana newspaperman, named 
an associate editor of Your Life, mag 
edited by Douglas E. Lurton. 

Mrs, Joseph F. Goodbar threw ® 
lobster dinner for around 200 mem- 
bers of the National Federation of 
Press Women, which she heads. 

Subject of music as a profesh 
treated by H. Howard Taubman in 
a book, ‘Opera Front and Back,’ 
which he has placed with Scribner's. 

Charles E. Thorp, publisher, who 
heads Football Publications, has 
formed auxiliary company, Aircraft 
Publications, to get out an aircraft 
mag. 

Newlin B. Wildes, whose short 
stories have appearec in Ladies 
Home Journal and American Maga- 
zine, has sold his first to the Sateve- 
port. ; 

Hanson Baldwin, naval and mili- 
tary expert of the N. Y. Times, has 
authored a book on sea disasters, ‘Ad- 
miral Death,’ which Essandess will 
publish in the spring. Film rights to 
one chapfer, ‘R.M.S. Titanic,’ already 





acquired by Selznick International. 
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Wednesday, February 1, 1939 


CHATTER 


VARIETY 











Broadway 


Josephine Hughes off the Journal- 
American. 
E. H. Griffith, director, in from 
the Coast. : 
Bill Lawrences 
onia. 
Preal Swanson, J. Walter Thompson- 
ite, bedded with flu. ; 
Helen Gallagher in St. Clare’s hos- 
pital with broken arm. 
Leon Fromkess, Monogram treas- 
urer, back from the Coast. 
Betja Milskaya, Viennese diseuse, 
arrived from Europe last week. 
Joe Williams has left Harry 
Bestry’s agency to go on his own. 
Radio scripter Finis Farr may go 
to the Coast on a writing contract. 
Lou Handin, prez of National Va- | 
riety Artists, bedded with grippe. 
Hot Air club held forth at the Blue 
Ribbon cafe Saturday night (28). 
Rockwell Kent has taken a shack 
in the West Indies for balance of the 
winter. uni 
Jack Oswald, head of Par’s inves- | 
tigation department, hit by low | 
blcod pressure. 
Kay Kyser to Florida today (Wed- | 
nesday) for a quickie before starting | 
his personal tour. 
Bland Johaneson, 





daughter has 





Mirror 


| born gamblers and, 


the President’s charity before any 
interviews started. 

Henry Tobias, songwriter, added to 
cast of Joe Cook’s ‘Off to Buffalo,’ 
which opens in New Haven tomor- 
row (Thursday). He’s playing a Tin 
Pan Alley ivory-tickler. 

Only six squawks (all in one night, 
last Tuesday) to Billy Rose over his 
‘Refugee Revue.’ Obviously Nazi 
sympathizers, Rose told ’em to write 
a vox pop to the Volkische Beobach- 
ter and stay out of his Casa Manana, 
so far as he was concerned. 

Picture officials recently back from | 





| the Orient say that the educated na- | 


tives of China are the best poker | 
players in the world. Chinamen are 
anyway, stud 
poker has become the most popular | 
card game wherever introduced. | 

Elmo Roper, Fortune’s fact-finder, | 
has made an interesting new conclu- } 


| sion on the state of the nation, as| 


vet unpublished: that the American | 
trend toward militarism, if for cause, 


iis now on the ascension, as against a |} 
| previously predominant feeling for 


‘peace at (almost) any price.’ 
Infantile paralysis fund solicitors | 
(femmes) may not get the N. Y. 
nitery courtesies unless they change 
their tactics next year. Some of 
’em, notably in the class spots, made 


London 


Arthur Dent back from West Afri- 
can cruise. 

Kenneth Skeet now house man- 
ager for the Hippodrome. 

Tom Mix played to $60,000 in one 
week at the Royal, Dublin. 

Wini Shaw follows Frances Day at 
the Cafe de Paris for four weeks. 

Bill Tilden and Danny Maskell 
framing a badminton act for vaude- 
ville. 





‘| start. 





Argyle Films to do another Edgar | 


Wallace yarn, 


London.” No cast lined up as yet. 
George Foster celebrating «his 
golden wecding Feb. 11 by giving 


‘The Dark Eyes of | 


party for his family at the Corfe de | 


Paris. 
Playwrictht Arthur 


Wimperis in | 
trouble with the police over can“rr- | 


ous driv ng, which set him bock £50 | 


and cosis. 

Harry Foster auditioning German 
and Austricn talent here, with view 
of placing them locally and in 
Americ?>. 


The first of Michael Balcon’s 12 


'audible steam-up cracks something | films for 1°29, Edgar Wal!sce’s “The 
film | to the effect, ‘Last night we collected | Four Just Men,’ in production at the 


critic, threw a party for Jean Her- | $178, but tonight looks like a cheap | Ealing studios. 


svolt and friends in N. 
Ted Goldsmith has resigned as | 
publicity assistant for George Ab- | 
boit, effective Saturday (4). 
John D. Hertz, Jr., is quite an | 
amateur mitt-reader. Claims he ap- 
plies psychology to his palmistry. 

Thyra Samter Winslow a sufficient 
authority on southern cooking to 
talk to the Gourmet Society about it. 

Paul Wir, generzl manager in 
Central America for UA, in N. Y. on | 
his first trip to the states in four 
years. 

Walter Wanger due in town next 
week and may go to Miami Beach 
for the preem of his ‘Made for Each 
Other.’ 

After conferring with Norman 
Moray, WB shorts sales manager, 
Leon Schlesinger, cartoon producer, 
back west. 

Antoinette Spitzer, with Walt Dis- 
ney’s praisery, finishing her third 
novel, ‘American Arabesque,’ tome 
on a ballerina. 

Milt Herth, alias Omar the Swing- 
maker at Chez Firehouse, making 
WB shorts with Ed de Lange orches- 
tra this week. 

Jabette Feist back in town after 
playing 970 consecutive perform- 
ances as mother of Queen Victoria in 
‘Victoria Regina,’ 

H. G. Knox, ERPI v.p. in charge 
of engineering, returning to N. Y. 
in the next 10 days after conferring 
with Coast officials. 

Laurence Beilinson east to take 
part in the American Federation of 
Radio Artists’ negotiations with the 
advertising agencies. 

Quite a delegation going from New 
York to Wilmington, Del. for the 
opening of the new Warner theatre 
there next Wednesday (8). 

Bill Robinson goes into the new 
Cotton Club show opening around 
Washington’s Birthday. Also slated 
for the swing ‘Hot Mikado.” 

Cinda Glenn signed by the Shu- 
berts for two years, Goes into the 
Frisco Fair shows first; thence a. 
Broadway musical in the fall. 

Phil Reisman, RKO foreign sales 
chief, expected back in New York 
this week after a business and pleas- 
ure trip to Miami and Havana. 

Mitzi Mayfair has opened a danc- 
ing school in East Oranve, N. J. 
Married into Hoffman beverage clan 


crowd,’ etc. 





Paris 
By Huge Speck 

Jean Renoir to London. 

Helena Greasley to London. 

Paul Winkler in from America. 

Bernard Derosne leaving Fox pub- 
licity for RKO. 

Three Peters Sisters held over at 
Cirque Medrano. 

Eva Reynal, of Odeon company, 
committed suicide. 

Harry Baur in from Central Euro- 
pean theatrical tour. 

Louis Seignier, of Odeon, engaged 
for Comedie-Francaise. 

Vera Tolstoi, granddaughter of 
writer, singing in Paris niiery. 

Pierre Chenal has four films lined 
up for immediate production. 

Jean Bastia opened new boite, 
Cafe-Chantant, in Montmartre. 

Lucienne Boyer, Pilis and Tabet 
heading bill at Tabarin Variety Ca- 
sino, Nice. 

Gregoire Ravinovitsch planning to 
start film with Danielle Darrieux 
early in April. 

Bob Robinson and Virginia Mar- 
tin featured dancers at Ambassa- 
deurs, Cannes. 

Rene Clair expected to abandon 
England long enough to make his 
next film in France. 

Jean Cocteau planning film of his 
present play success, ‘Les Parents 
Terribles,’ with same cast. 

Betty Stockfield signing with Yves 
Mirande for one of principal parts in 
his new film, ‘Derriere la Facade.’ 

Mila Parely replaced Jacqueline 
Delubac in Sacha Guitry’s ‘Un 
Monde Fow’ as latter two are divorc- 
ing. 

Leon Siritzky, father and _ son, 
Samy, sailed to look over possibili- 
ties of exploiting French films in 
America. 

Pierre Blanchar signing with Kurt 
Bernhardt to make ‘I’Heure Ex- 
quise,’ from original Bernard Zim- 
mer scenario. 

Marcel Herbier commencing 
‘Entente Cordiale,’ with scenario by 
Andre Maurois, based on King Ed- 
ward VII's reign. 

Cast of ‘L’Or de Cristobal,’ star- 





and now schooling for hobby. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn, who has been | 
doing some composing in between | 
his aviation activities, may return to | 


ring Dita Parlo and Charles Vanel, 
which Jacques Becker is making, off 
to Nice for exteriors. 

Janine Darcey, promising new- 


maestroing. Admits he has the yen. | comer in films, made theatrical de- 

Gracie Fields is sailing almost di- | but in ‘Rimbaud,’ by Pierre Grene 
rectly to Capri where she has a /and Victor Camarat, at the de l’Abri. 
home which she may sell, and build! Corinne Luchaire playing oppo- 
a place at Palm Springs, Calif., in- | site Fernand Gravet in “The Post- 
stead. ‘man Rings Twice’—to be called 








Madeleine Carroll, due to arrive 
tomorrow (Thursday) from France, 
will sojourn in N. Y. a few weeks. 
Set for RCA ‘Magic Key’ broadcast 
next Sunday (5). 

George Walsh. into N. Y. often to 
look in on the Par h. o. theatre ex- 
ecutives, let his doc give him the 
usual annual lookover on the last 
trio, Monday (30). 

Max Cohen, head of Cinema Cir- 
cuit of New York, and president of 
N. Y. State Allied, vacationing in 
Holiywood and Honolulu. Expected 
back late this month. 

Winter tour of Maryverne Jones’ 
Starlight theatre (regularly a straw- | 
hatter) clésed this week. Getting | 
ready for summer season after play- 
ing through New England and _N. Y. 

George Shackley treating his | 

| 





whole radio gang to a feast Friday 
night (3) after WOR broadcast. It’s 
Oth anniversary of Moonbeam show. 
Ted Friend, N. Y. Mirror nitery | 
editor, levying a ‘tax’ of five books | 
€ach upon friends and acquaintances 
aS a means of fitting up a library at | 
a school for refugee children in Vir- 
Zinia. 
Joe Shea, specially exploiting ‘Tail | 
Spin’ (20th), back to the Coast today 
(Wednesday). Marc Lachmann, na- 
tional exploitation director, also | 
back west night after the film’s 
preem Friday (10) at the Roxy. 
Monroe (UA) Greenthal started | 
the Andrea Leeds ‘march of dimes’ | 
Publicity rolling in Chicago, as the | 
Im actress was en route east. Even | 
reporters had to kick in a dime for ! 


‘Dernier Tournant’ in French—which 
Pierre Chenal is making. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Dick Barstow here for a few 
weeks. Just visiting. : 
Harp Vaughn has auit the agéncy 
biz after sticking it out for a year. 
Evergreen Gardens’ proprietor, 
Ada Frew, to Cuba for six-week rest. 
Gloria Smiley to New York for 


| nitery spot and a film test for 20th- 


Fox. 


Bill Hetzel picked for Noel Coward | 
‘Tonight at | 


roles 
8:30.’ 

Booker Elinor Savage coming out 
of nervous breakdown all right in 
hospital. 

Dorothy Wenzel home again for 
indef booking at 
Nixon cafe. 

Ruth Schaffer quitting secretarial 
post in Nixon theatre to become Mrs. 


in Playhouse’s 


Roy Hipple. : 
Arthur J. Levy in town beating the 
drums for Tallulah Bankhead’s 


‘Little Foxes.’ 

Ruth Willock, ‘Miss Western Penn- 
sylvania’ of 1938, around again after 
a strep throat. 

Show Boat hostess Ann Artis was 
Jackie Lee in hoss oprys as Art 
Mix’s leading lady. 

Joe Kauffman’s local exchange 
topped the field in U’s latest sales 
drive, with bonuses for all. 


Tony Conforti’s | 


Royal Dutch Air Lines coove-at- 


|}ing with Warner Bros. at Tedding- 


|ton in mak'n¢ aircraft picture, ‘Too 
| Dengerous to Live.’ 

| London circuses are not doin the 
| seasonal business expected. Some 
| attribute it to lack of novelties and 


|kids havnt become much more 
| soohistiested. 
| Deel for Sandrini and Jacques 


; Charles to produce some scenes in 
| George Bleck’s vaudeville prog-zm 
j}at the Acclphi fell throuzh just 
when it looked all set. 

After they close at the Cafe de 
| Paris, The Four Bachelors plry a 
| string of vaudeville dates. Set for 
| Palace, Blackpool, following with 
, two wecks at the Coliseum and four 
|at Berkeley restaurant. 


Berit 
nm 

M-G’s ‘Rosalie’ at Marmorhzus. 

Camilla Horn wed to architect 
Kurt Kurfiss. 

Verdi’s ‘Luise Miller’ preemed at 
People’s Opera. 
| Japanese conductor Hidemaro 
Konoye batoned Berlin orchestra. 








ning own French releases in Berlin. 
Actress Sabine Peters and warbler 
Willi Domgraf-Fassbaender hitched 


up. 

Actor Theo Lingen’s play, ‘Was 
Wird Hier Gespielt?’ at State thea- 
tre. 

Vaude Ball of Theatre Chamber 
for Winter Relief Fund set for 
Feb. 6. 

A first-run theatre, the first to be 
permitted within the heart of the 
city in a decade, is planned by Ufa. 

Richard Strauss’ two new operas, 
‘Daphne’ and ‘Day of Peace,’ to have 
French premieres at Paris Grande 
Opera. 

The Gracie Schenk Trio, dance 
team, met with an auto accident re- 
cently here in which Gracie Schenk 
suffered concussion of the brain. 
Brother Willi sustained stomach in- 
juries, but has almost recovered. 


Miami Beach 


By Arthur Thomson 








William S. Paley off for Nassau 

Tommy Farr here to fight a cold. 

Benny Goodman planed in for a 
vacation. 

Gene Austin at Olympia for three- 
day stand. 

Carol and Gorman opened at the 
5 O'Clock club. 

Paul Sabin set to open at the Col- 
ony, Palm Beach. 

Edith Roark opened Thursday (26) 
at Mother Kelly’s. 

Lee Shubert and Donald Flamm 
i two recent arrivals. 

Ray Benson orchestra opened at 
the new Brook club. 

Eddie Mannix, M-G exec, watch- 
| ing the bangtails run. 

Jack Dempsey Sunday afternoon 
celebrity parties clicking. 

Sheridan theatre premiered 
‘Gunga Din’ Tuesday (24). 

WPA production of ‘Room Service’ 
broke all records to date. 

Donna and Medrano scheduled for 
the Havana Casino, Havana. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Harris, of the 
| Strand Prime Rib, laid up with the 
flu. 
| Abe Lyman and Harry Richman 
| slated for Royal Palm club in eariy 
| February. 
Lillian Carmen, a fave here last 
| year, replaced Alice Dawn as vocal- 
ist in Continentale show. 

Fred Beebe’s rodeo will be staged 
in Flamingo Park Feb. 4-11. Aus- 
pices iocal American Legion post. 

Local theatres held a charity day 
last weck, 50% of gross going to 
refugees from Germany and Central 
Europe. 

Dwight Fiske terminated engage- 
'ment at the Drum. Followed by 
Sheila Barrett, who opened Thurs- 
day (26). 

Town Casino first of the niteries 
to fold after a good early season 








Cinematographie Francaise plan- | 


Versailles in Hollywood fol- 
lowed soon after. 

Hugh Hough replaced by Dorothy 
Dey as nitery scribe on Miami Her- 
ald. Hough now writing general 
column, ‘Hue and Cry.’ 

Camille de Montes was injured in 
an auto crash while en route to fill 
an engagement at the Roney. Terry 
La Franconi and Fay Farbe added 
to show. 

Rubinoff will give a performance 
in Bayfront park Feb. 2. Auspices 
ef Lions’ club. Violinist to air Jack 





Reynolds’ new tune, ‘Miami, Moon- | 


light and You,’ Feb. 17. 

Georges and Jalna joined Roney 
Plaza show for seven-day engage- 
ment. Will. go to International 
Casino, Havana, for a limited stay 
and return te the Roney later. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Morrie Davis, manager of the Will 


Rogers, West End nabe, fractured | & Englander. 


elbow in fall. 


Dale Larson, ad sales mer. for Par 
exchange, has been mzee booker. 
Chick Schuessler now filling Larson’s 
chair. 


Irvin E. Deer, from the Hollywood 
Hays office, discussed ‘And Then— 


' 
| 
i 
| 
' 
' 


Hollywood 


M. C. Levee laid up with flu. 

Harry Nace in from Phoenix. 

Al Reeves at his desk after flu. 

Otto Kruger back from England. 

Boris Karloff laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

Philip Dunne home with throat in- 
fection. 

Irving Cummings to Florida for 
vacash. 

William Berke had his tonsils 
clipped. 

Barney Briskin motoring to Mex- 
ico City. 

Mike Rosenberg off for 
America. 

Sidney Salkow leid up with oak 





South 


| poisoning. 


| 





| 


Bess Meredyth to hospital for ob- 
servation, 

William Gargan on southern per- 
sonal tour. 

Eugene Forde back from long stay 
in En: land. 

Sig Schlager merging with Licthig 


Oliver Johnson 
fractured ribs. 

W. C. Fields shot a hole-in-one, 
with witnesses. 

Barney McDevitt opened his own 
publicity office. 

June Lang back to work after 
two-week illness. 


in hospital with 


the Shooting Begins’ before local Lee Tracy back from six months 
group last week. | on London stage. 
James E. Darst, mgr. of Munici-| Jack Schlaifer in from New York 


pal Auditorium, has requested ap- 
propriation of $108,220 for salaries, 
expenses, etc., during 1939-40. 
Horace D. (Buck) Keenan, 
lost a fortune taking bets on 
horses 


| 


who | 
the | 
while running a downtown | 


to gander product. 

Jack Kreindler in from Broadway 
to gander niteries. 

David Loew back from South 
American holiday. 

Spyros Skouras in from N. Y. on 


cafe, died in Hollywood from heart- | tw°-week vacation. 


trouble. 


Ill., shuttered during gambling purge 


County. 

Larry Sunbrock, prez 
|pionship jamboree drew 25,000 to 
| Municipal Auditorium, on the shelf 
| due to overwork. 
| St. Louis Symph back 
| winter tour. 
{tomers at seven performances 
| Quincy, Ill.; Chicago, Battle Creek, 
| Toledo and Columbus, 


| Civie Grand Opera Ass’n has 


| changed tag to St. Louis Metropoli- | shoot color portraits of film stars for 


| tan Grand Opera Ass’n and has 
| skedded ‘Otello’ as second of three 
'operas to be presented during spring 
| season. 

State Supervisor E. J. McMahon 
has revoked the license of C. J. 
| Schrerrer, operator of the Metropoli- 
tan Club, nitery in Poplar Bluffs, 
Mo., for selling liquor on a beer 
| permit. 
| Sam P. Meyers installed for 10th 
consecutive year as prez of Local 2, 
| AFM. Others taking office are: Au- 
;gust Schwendener, v.p.; Fred Oat- 
|man, treas.; Clarance Maurer, re- 
, cording sec.; Edward Timponi, finan- 
cial sec., and Al Schott, business rep. 
This is Schott’s sixth year in the post. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Major Bowes’ unit pencilled into 
Orpheum Feb. 17. 

A. J. Myles, Universal home office 
auditor, to Chicago. 

Carlos Molina orchestra into Hote] 
Lowry Terrace cafe. 

Syd Volk, indie circuit operator, 
back from New York. 

Father of Amy Podvin, of M-G 
office staff, passed away. 

Jack Fulton’s orchestra into Hotel 

Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 
| Jack Goldhar, United Artists’ dis- 
| trict manager, here for few days. 
Eddie Ruben opening new $100,000 





Hyde Park Club, casino in Venice, | 


National | 4 
Fiddlers’ Ass’n, whose hillbilly cham- | 

| of 
from first | 
Played to 15,000 cus- | 
in | 


Edward Arnold, Jr., to Rochester, 
N. Y., to study voice. 
J. J. Milstein in from N. Y. for 


in Madison County, has reopened as | huddle with Edward Small. 


Harlem Club in adjacent St. Clair | 


' 


Crawford - Winslow - Curtis outfit 
moves into new offices Feb. 8. 

Phil Berle quit agency for pro- 
uction job at Grand National. 
Paul Snell taking over Coast end 

Steve Hannagan’s_ publicity 
agency. 

Fritz Lang leaving Paramount at 
expiration of one-year contract, 
March 15. 

Film stunters putting on a stunt 
show for benefit of disabled mem- 


| bers Feb. 6. 


Nicholas Muray here from N. Y. to 


cigaret ads. 

Jock Whitney in from New York 
to huddle with Murray Silverstone 
| and Dave Selznick. 
| Joan Blondell and Dick Powell 
| bought the old John Monk Saunders 
home in Beverly Hilils. 


Palm Beach 


By J. Gunnar Back 








Mr. and Mrs. Dick Rogers checked 


in, 

Cobina Wright and Cobina Wright, 
Jr., are here. 

Oscar Hammerstein has reunion 
with brother, Arthur. 

Frank D. Sniffen of Varrrty 
wished he had more business to k«ep 
him here. 

Drinks on the house getting more 
frequent as night spots try lifting 
sag in biz, 

ry Jane Walsh caught a seven- 
footer that won the day’s prize in 
the Silver Sailfish Derby. 

Donna Lee; Haskel, the magician; 
Royal Jesters; Six Jitterbugs, and 
Paul Sabin orch lineup at Colony 
Club which opened Feb. 1. 


Chicago 
Milton Berle tussling with a tough 
cold 











Maurie Leonard off to South 


, 
te ee theatre at Sioux Falls, | Amearion. 


tion of local ‘Susan and God’ engage- 
ment. 

Bob Long, M-G auditor, back from 
| Mayo clinic and recuperating at his 
| home. 

Line of girls eliminated from Pal- 
ace weekend stage shows for straight 
vaudeville. 
| R. C. Libeau, new Paramount dis- 
| trict manager, paid his first visit here 
| since taking over. 
| Gordie Greene gave over his Pal- 
|ace theatre for infantile paralysis 
| boxing card benefit. 
| Bennie Berger, independent cir- 
| cuit operator, mentioned for post of 
| state boxing commissioner. 
| Irving Gillman, indie circuit oper- 
|} ator, acquired Crystal, lower loop 
| grind house, from William Weisman. 
| Harry Hirsch and Harry Kaiz, back 
|from Arizona vacation, to reopen 
| Gayety with stock burlesque Feb. 15. 

_ Paul Mans and Don 
brought their independent circuit up 





to five houses by taking over Aster, | 


St. Paul. 
Gladys Swarthout, as soloist, drew 
largest audience, 7,500, of Minneapo- 


citorium. 

Cocoanut Grove, one of loop’s 
largest night clubs, being turned into 
ballroom, with name bands to be 
supplied by Rockwell-O’Keefe. 

Cedric Adams’ swing concert bene- 
fit for crippled children’s school, 
with 10 b 
1,200 to Hotel Nicollet at $1 per. 





. . | 
| 
Change of route brought cancella- | RKO homeofficers. 


O'Reilly | 


lis Symphony’s concert series at Au- | 


Tom Gorman east to confab with 


Sam Kahl and Asher Levy to the 
South for some sunshine, 

Marty Forkins in town for a short 
visit after a long absence. 

Allen Summers and frau tossed a 
spread for their 25th wedding anni. 

Norman Morgan has won the 
Louise Campbell scholarship at the 
Barnum dramatic school here. 

Nate Wolf called off his trip to 
Mexico and instead is contributing 
the coin to the European refugee 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 








Ben Cantor has an eye infection. 





Ceci] Felt recovering from an op- 
eration. 
_ Charles Beilan has resigned as v.p. 
of the Showmen’s Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewen Pizor in Flor- 
ida on a belated honeymoon. 

Sam Stiefel forced to postpone 
| southern trip because of bronchitis. 

Simon Libros, head of National 
Poster Ass'n, recuverating from ill- 
iness in Atlantic City. 
Lew Krouse, exec of International 
| Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
| ployees, in Miami on biz. 
Bill Goldenberg honored by the 
Borough of Collingswood, N. J., for 


ands participating, drewj|the part his house played in the 


town’s 50th anni celebration. 
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House Reviews 








STANLEY, PITT 


(Continued from page 45) 





vellos, three s.a. blondes, deliver an 
acrobatic tumbling stanza that’s tops, 
and, for an encore, smack out a lofty 
perch stunt of breathtaking propor- 
tions. Next-to-closing is reserved for 
Shea and Raymond, and rightly so. 
There’s little that could follow the 
nut hoofing standard team; as it was, 
boys had to beg off into the finale. 
Act’s virtually what it was couple 
of years ago, with just enough new 
side-play injected to give whole 
thing certain degree of freshness. 
For finish, Morgan cracks into 
slick arrangement of ‘Limehouse 
Blues,’ but mechanical troubles 
dogged him right down to the finish 
when curtain was late, partly nulli- 
fying his signoff. Biz slim. Cohen. 


BROAD, COLUMBUS | 





Columbus, Jan. 27. 
Blue Barron’s Orch, Bobby Pincus | 
& Co. (2), Tiny Wolf, Vivien Newell, | 
Russ Carlyle, Chris Cross; ‘Four | 
Girls in White’ (UA). 





Blue Barron’s swing music head- 
lines the Broad’s first stage sesh this 
season. Show pleases, despite gen- 
eral lack of umph. Exceptions are 
Vivien Newell, tapster, and Bobby 
Pincus, standout comic. Barron 
m.c.’s, 


Bill bows with sweet ‘Sometimes 
I’m Happy,’ gets going with synco- 

ated ‘Jeepers Creepers.’ Other tunes 
include ‘A Room with a View,’ ‘I’ve 
Got My Fingers Crossed,’ ‘Old Gray 
Bonnet,’ ‘Swing for Sale,’ ‘Begin the 
Beguine’ and ‘Umbrella Man.’ 

Newell lass taps with finesse and 
is not seen enough, making only one 
brief appearance early in the show. 
Ronnie Snyder, electric guitarist, 


whistles ‘Flight of the Bumble Bee,’ |. 


encores with ‘Stardust.’ Allen 
Holmes, vocalist and saxophonist, 
rates rich reception of specialty in 
which he plays seven instruments. 
Trombonist Charlie Fisher and Russ 
Carlyle, vocalists, are okay. Tiny 
Wolf, 300-pound bass, draws saivos 
with an acrobatic dance. 


Among vaude acts, Ventriloquist 
Chris Cross does so-so with Louie, a 
Charlie McCarthy with Groucho 
Marx eyebrows that do everything 
but talk for him. Cross also enter- 
tains as marionette manipulator. 
Pincus is tops with risque mike- 
wooing act and dialog with shapely, 
blonde Ruth Foster. It’s strictly 
burlesque stuff, but lines are well 
timed and build into solid laughs. 
They hoof, too. 


Barron troupe leaves Columbus 
after last show Thursday (2). for 
Capitol, Washington, which, like the 
Broad, is operated by Loew’s. Bill 
Zaramba, -drummer, and Ila Jo 
Manis, Akron, foxed friends first 
night in town (26) when they 
skipped out after the last show and 
got married. Bliss. 








STRAND, B’KLYN 


Benny Roe ty orch, Hank Rose, 

Don Popicoff, Tannen Roy Richards, 

Shirley Rust, Martha Perry, Wiere 

Tob (3); ‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ 
ol). 








Billed as ‘greatest stage show any 
Brooklyn theatre ever had,’ Meroff 
and his aggregation of musical come- 
dians is hardly that. Nevertheless, 
it’s an improvement over standard 
house band (Teddy King). Meroff’s 


versatility as an all-round performer | 


is an outstanding asset. 
M s kidding of audience and 
at opening sets the show. Orch 


-band 
— with specially arranged rendi- 


of ‘Mutiny in the Nursery’ 
which is unrecognizabl4 but spirited 
enough to get show off to g start. 
Brass work here outstanding, He 
then brings on Shirley Rust, youth- 
‘ful tapster, whose shapely gams -how 
to advantage in black velvet dancing 
costume. eats out several fast and 
slow rhythms and gets by nicely, al- 
though nothing sensational. 

Wiere Bros., European novelty- 
eccentric comedy trio, are preceded 
by orch interlude, with Hank Rose, 
ivory tickler, featured. Wiere freres, 
counted on for comedy support of 
this bill, don’t hold up. Not their 
fault, as unique soft-shoe routines 
and satirical hoke depend princi- 
pally on intimacy with an audience. 
This house is too big for that. Boys 
are clever balancers of violins, der- 
bies, etc., while dancing in unison 
or clowning around in knockabout 
style. Some laughs, but not enough. 

- Martha Perry, exponent of slow- 
tempo ballads and sentimental num- 
bers, puts over ‘Heart and Soul’ with 
feeling. Fair voice and sweet, shy 

rsonality. Winds up stooging for 
Meroft comedy bits. j 

Popicoff, Meroff's viloinist, turned 
out to be a heavyweight performer, 
vastly clever and amusing in wide 
variety of endeavors. As a ‘mad 
Russian’ baritone, coff not only 
for comedy, 


and laugh-getting bits with Meroff, 
all of which leads into the one-man 
vaude show by Meroiff. 

Giving his conception of what an 
old-time vaudeville bill looked like, 


Palmer-Hirst Dicker 
For Brooklyn Theatre 


Harry Palmer and Izzy Hirst are 
jointly dickering for the Oxford, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., for stock burlesque. 
Pair were formerly associated in 
burlesque at Werba’s, aiso in Brook- 
lyn. 
Oxford has been closed for over 





Benny starts off with a bit of ball 
juggling; plays a giant tenor Saxa- | 
phone; tiny French horn; cello; , 
draws chalk paintings; imitates Ted! 
Lewis, Eddie Cantor, Charles Mc- | 
Carthy, Guy Lombardo, Wayne King, | 
Paul Whiteman, Al Jolson and a host 
of other impersonations, some of 
which boys in the band deliver with | 
as much artistry as the maestro him- 
self. Meroff’s impression of a news- 
reel commentator’s rendition of cur- 
rent events with caricatures of Mus- 
solini, Roosevelt, Sonja Henie and 
Haile Selassie is forte. 

Business when caught was strong, 
but, despite good weekends, stage- 
show policy is doomed because 40- 
50c top is too small to pay for over- 
head of flesh entertainment, which 
has ranged anywhere from $3,500 to 





$8,500 per week, depending on 
strength of attraction. 
House consequently reverts to! 


dual-feature film policy Feb. 3 and} 
breaks it again Feb. 17 for Ted) 
Lewis’ band, previously dated in. | 
On Feb. 24, back to pictures for good. | 
Leo Morgan, who has been staging 
the Strand shows, bows out after 
that date and makes tracks for B. & 
K. Chicago chain, 


Mor. Try to Get 


Burley Tag Back 
Denied by Moss 


Move of New York burlesque man- 
agers, backed by labor unions con- 
cerned in the operation of burley 
theatres, to secure restoration of the 
burlesque tag, was reported rebuffed 
this week. This, however, was de- 


nied by License Commissioner Paul 
Moss, who claimed he had not been 
approached on the matter. 

John. F. Masterson, leader of the 
Mayor’s censorship committee, who 
was designated chairman of the man- 
agers-union committee to present 
the petition, also denies knowledge 
of such a move. Masterson says that 
a committee of 16 from the Musi- 
cians, Stagehands, Costumers, Clean- 
ers and Dyers, Truckers and The- 
atrical Managers and Agents unions, 
would formally petition the end of 
this week. 

An attempt was made last summer 
by officials of the Brother (Bur- 
lesque) Artists Association to get 
back the tag but it was rebuffed. 
This is the first move the managers | 
age have made in that direc- | 
tion. 

Decision to ask for the label’s re- 
turn was made a week ago Monday 
(23) at a meeting in the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., attended by reps of the unions 
who then advised the managers they 
were strongly behind any action 
taken with the city administration. 
Sudden reawakening of interest in 
the burley tag by the managers is 
based on the impending World’s Fair. 


Whitehead Hit 


(Continued from nage 43) 


























ago, when he joined, there was little 
paying membership. Since that time 
niteries have been organized in New 
York, San Francisco, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and have created a substan- 
tial income for the union. This 
money has been used in chasing va- 
rious circuses and carnivals around 
the country, he alleges. 

System of elections is partially re- 
sponsible for appearance of same 
faces on board every year, says Cal- 
kins. He alleges a committee of the 
executive council names a nominat- 
ing committee and thus keeps it safe- 
ly tied up. 

When apprised about two weeks 
ago that an investigation was being 
considered by the Four A’s, this be- 
fore the Calkins attack, Whitehead 
confronted council members of the 
Four A’s and asked for a vote of con- 
fidence. It was given, 

Gillmore stated yesterday (Tues- 
day) that the letter was being con- 
sidered and would be passed on to 
others for discussion before turning 
it over to the internationa] body for 
any action. Letter, in Gillmore’s 
opinion, is ‘a statement of views’ and 





not a direct charge. 


a year, shuttering directly after 
l’. Y. cleanup drive started. 





Buriesque Review 











CONTINENTAL, N. Y. 





Rags Ragland, Bob Carney, 
Johnny Cook, Maxine De _ Shon, 
Peaches Strange, Dorothy Maye, 


Joan Lee, Mimi Reed, Singer’s Sex- 
tet, Leon Murray, Murray White. 





Burlesque reopened the Conti- 
nental, formerly the Oriental, Friday 
(27). It is backed by Sam Briskman, 
who had a share in Werba’s Brook- 
lyn, which recently folded. Since 
Herb and Morton Minsky closed the 
Oriental the house has. been oper- 
ated as the continental playing for- 
eign films on a film polciy. 


Operators were smart in inducing 
Allen Gilbert, producer at the Star, 
Brooklyn, to double and handle the 
production here. But production, 
however good, can’t carry the entire 
offering. 


Personalities known for good work 
are wasted. Rags Ragland, one of 
the top comedians in burley, does 
what he can with his outmoded 
material and manages to draw 
laughs, but it’s mostly because of his 
delivery. Even uses the baseball 
diamond mixup. 


One thing that seems to have two 
strikes on any flesh attempt here is 
the house itself. Its great size, un- 
usual construction and inadequate 
stage combine in confining perform- 
ers and hampering production. Cuts 
down heavily also on the intimacy 
needed for burlesque. Ragland 
doesn’t use a mike and his lines, de- 
livered in a normally pitched voice, 
are lost before they reach the last 
row of orchestra seats. 


There. are no attempts at outright 
dancing numbers by the line, which 
usually are stage waits for scene 
shifts, because of the stage setup. 
House carries 14 showgirls, five dan- 
cing girls, and three boys. Show- 
girls are introduced by name in one 
Gilbert bit of lighting and presenta- 
tion that stands out. Here Mimi 
Reed contributes a high kick semi- 
acro that’s acceptable. 


Three boys tap with three girls 
in two spots. xtet handles the 
terps very well, and judging from 
the reaction, were liked when 
caught. Their first number is based 
on ‘You Must Have Been a Beautiful 
Baby,’ done by Gilbért at the Star 
la. week. Brings on showgirls tot- 
ing dolls and is capped by Ragland 
and Bob Carney, brought on by look- 
ers and outfitted in three-cornered 
pants. , 

Smart production ig seen at the 
opcoiss, following a few gags by 
Cerney. It’s a winter scene done in 
iront of a drop. Three-girl team then 
taps, accompanied by the pit band. 
Crew (8), incidentally, tops any 
burley outfit around. 


Singer’s Sextet is in one produc- 
tion piece, preceded by a line try. 
Six work in a scene which tops all 
others. —Ttwo semi-nudes appear on 
lighted pedestals on each side of the 
stage, while in the center a like set- 
up supports a mixed team giving liv- 
ing statue effects. Each pedestal be- 
comes a fountain throwing a circular 
film of spray, while another stream 
appears at the top of each. Unusual 
pains for present day burley and ex- 
ceptionally well nresented. 

Maxine De Shon and Peaches 
Strange head the strippers, Miss De- 
Shon demonstrates a voice far above 
the usual burley larynx before doing 
her stuff. Does ‘So Help Me,’ then 
exhibits a chassis that’s classily 
dressed and equally classy in re- 
verse. One drawback is her seem- 
ing aloofness. Miss Strange follows 
too soon behind Miss De Shon, with 
only a laugh bit from the trunk by 
Ragland separating. She also pre- 
cedes her work with an acceptable 
tune. Doffing is in the groove. 

Dorothy Maye and Joan Lee com- 
plete the list. Miss Lee is on fairly 
early and leads her work with bet- 
ter-than-average singing of ‘Chris- 
topher Columbus.’ She’s blonde and 
just moderate at shucking. Miss 
Maye does a talk-sing vocal while 
picking subjects out in the audience 
with a mirror before her smooth 
strip. Her style has a Gypsy Rose 
Leeish tinge via tossing a pin or two 
into the orchestra. 

Carney, who does a drunk bit 
midway that’s neatly handled though 
aged, introduces two young girls as 
his daughters, They tap okay. Leon 
Murray and Murray White are sing- 
ers. Johnny Cook straights Ragland 
and Carney. 

If this house is to click, setup will 
have to more evenly spread, not con- 
centrated on production, however 
good. As it is, comedy, though ex- 
cellently handled by :*agland, et al, 
is anemic and the pacing is poor. 





| ister.’ 
ithe middle west, and reached Broad- 





HELEN WARE 


' Helen Ware, 61, legit player, who 
‘debuted in 1899 and later appeared 
‘in many silent as well as sound films, 
| died last Wednesday (25) of a throat 
infection in Carmel, Cal. Her hus- 
band, Frederic Burt, writer, actor 
|and artist, survives. 

Miss Ware's first stage part was 
as an extra in Barrie’s ‘Little Min- 
For several years she toured 


way in ‘The Kreutzer Sonata’ in 
1906. Her last films were ‘The Vix- 





ginian,’ ‘Abraham Lincoln’ and 
‘Romance in Manhattan.’ 
MORDAUNT SHAIRP 
Mordaunt Shairp, 52, dramatist 


and schoolmaster, died in a hospital 
at Hastings, England, Jan. 18. He 
wrote ‘The Offence,’ ‘The Bend in 
the Road,’ ‘Crime at Blossoms’ and 
‘The Green Bay Tree,’ the latter be- 
ing produced in New York as well 
as London. 

He spent a year in Hollywood, 
where he did the scenario for ‘Dark 
Angel.’ 





PAUL W. COLLINS 


Paul W. Collins, 50, first projec- 
tionist to operate a talking picture 
machine in Cleveland, died there 
Jan. 27 after an illness of five 
months. 

He was employed by Loew’s for 30 
years, 13 of which were spent at the 
Circle theatre. Survived by widow, 
three sons, two daughters, one sis- 


ster and a brother. 


ea eee 


WILLIAM G. FRANKE 

William G. Franke, for 45 years a 
member of Doring’s Band and also a 
member of other Troy bands, died in 
Troy, N. Y., Jan, 28, after a long ill- 
ness. For 10 years Franke was as- 
sistant librarian at the University of 
Rochester. A native of Troy, and 
survived by his widow, a son, a 
brother and three granddaughters. 





H. T. MOORE 

H. T. Moore, 64, pioneer exhibitor 
of southwest Washington, was found 
dead in a Tucson hotel room, Jan. 26. 
He was associated in the ownership 
of the Rialto, Tacoma, and had thea- 
tre interests in Olympia, Aberdeen, 
Yakima, Centralia and Chehalis. 

Survived by widow, daughter and 
two grandchildren. 





JULIUS BITTNER 

Prof. Julius Bittner, 65, died re- 
cently in Vienna after years of ill- 
ness. A diabetic, both his legs had 
to be amputated some time ago. 

Bittner’s first opera, ‘Red Gerd,’ 
was a failure, but his second, 
‘Musician,’ was a local success. 

‘He won state opera honors with 
‘Hoellisch Gold’ and ‘Veilchen.’ 





WILLIAM G. WEIU 

William G. Weil, 58, native of 
Mansfield, O., and a former vaude 
pianist, died Jan. 23 in Detroit after 
a long illness. For a long time he 
had been pianist at the Orpheum, 
Mansfield. 

His parents, widow and a son sur- 
vive. 





FRED GARDNER 

Fred C. Gardner, 53, veteran of 
vaudeville, died Jan. 20 in Los An- 
geles. He was a member of the 
Gardner Maniacs and a brother of 
Dick Gardner of Gardner and Re- 
vere, 

Surviving are his widow and two 
daughters. 





ESTELLE NORTHROP 

Mrs, Estelle Northrop, 41, soprano 
and radio pioneer, died Jan. 22 in 
Brideport, after a long illness. 

She was first singer to broadcast 
over WCWA, now WICC, Bridgeport, 
and first Bridgeport vocalist on WJZ, 
New York. 





JOE RAPF 

Joe Rapf, 56, former head of the 
Metro wardrobe department, died 
Jan. 29 in a Murietta Springs, Cal., 
sanitarium after a long illness. 

He leaves a widow, son and 
two brothers, Harry Rapf, the Metro 
producer, and Arthur M. Rapf, indie 
exhibitor. 





JOHN J. CORBETT 
John J. Corbett, formerly in the 
Corbett and Forrester act, died re- 
cently in Syracuse, N. Y. 
Survived by widow, from whom 
he was divorced, and a 19-year-old 
daughter. 





HARRY SHIFFMAN 
Harry Shiffman, 47, theatre opera- 





tor, died early Saturday morning 


OBITUARIES 


(28) at #is home in New York of 
what is believed to have been a 
heart attack. He is survived by his 
widow, two brothers and a sister, 
Further details in the film section. 





GEORGE T. FELT 


George T. Felt, former proprietor 
of the Aldine theatre, Wilmington, 
died last week in Philadelphia, at 
52. Operated theatres in Baltimore 
and held an interest in the Aldine, 
Philadelphia. 





FRANK BEETSON 


Frank Beetson, 57, office manager 
for the Small Co., agency, died Jan. 
30 in Pasadena. 

He leaves a widow, son, daughter 
and a brother, Fred Beetson, Coast 
Hays office official. 





ALEXANDER MUGGE 


Alexander Mugge, 33, film archi- 
tect, died suddenly in San Sebastian, 
Spain, while at work on ‘Aixa,’ a 
German-Spanish film. 





Morris Bischoff, 77, father of Sam 
Bischoff, Warner Bros, producer, 
died at his home in Santa Monica, 
Cal. Jan. 25, a victim of pneu- 
monia. Widow, three sons and three 
daughters survive. 





Mrs. William B. Leigh of Bridge- 
port, last surviving granddaughter of 
P. T. Barnum, died Jan. 26 at her 
home following a short illness. She 
is survived by several cousins. 





Mother, 77, of Jack Schiaifer, 
western sales chief for Uniied 
Artists, died Jan. 26 in Los Angeles, 





Mother, of Duke McHale, dancer, 
died at Providence, Jan. 26. 





Newman Benson Deyoe, 82, band 
leader, died Jan. 23 in Conneaut, O. 





MARRIAGES 


Chloe Elrod to John Mehan, in 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. Biide is assist- 
ant casting director at Universal. 

Hannah Resnick to Mel Koff, in 
Philadelphia, Jan. 29. He operates 
the Darby theatre, Darby, Pa. 


Angela Frances McCosker to Shel- 
don Van Dolen, in New York, Jan, 
26. Bride is daughter of Alfred J, 
McCosker, president of WOR, New 
York. 

Jean Hannah Owens to Harry 
Fields, in Brooklyn, Jan. 18. She’s 
of the dance team of Liberto and 
Owens. 

Marie Francis to George Apple- 
gate, in Yuma, Jan. 24. He’s an- 
nouncer at KFL, Los Angeles. 


Jane McCreevy to Tro Harper, 
Jan. 31, in San Francisco. Bride is 
actress and groom is announcer with 
KFRC, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Margulies, 
daughter, in New York, 27. Father 
is Metro attorney. 

Mr and Mrs. Glan Heisch, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 23. Father 
is program director at KFI, L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. Fawcett, 
son, in Hollywood, Jan. 24. Father 
is western manager for Fawcett Pub- 
lications, 

Mr. and Mrs. Dalton Trumbo, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 26. Father is 
screen writer at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Leary, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. He’s strollers 
leader at Tito’s Gardens, mother is 
former Nelda Farley, nitery chorine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Mason, son, in 
Los Angeles, Jan. 26. Father is engi- 
neer at KFI-KECA, L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kane Richmond, 
daughter, Jan. 28, Hollywood. Father 
is film actor; mother the former 
Marion Burns, screen actress. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roland Anderson, 
daughter, Jan. 30, Los Angeles. 
Father is Paramount art director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Goodheart, 
daughter, in New York, Jan. 22. 
Father vice-president in charge of 
the New York office of Music Corp. 
of America. 





Billy Chandler has joined the pro- 
fessional staff of Mills Music, Inc, 
coming from Miller Music, Inc. An- 
other newcomer to Mills is Abe 
Tubin as manager of the firm’s Chi- 





cago office. 
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Another Fair Guide 
“ New York. 


: ARIETY: 
oer, Te issue of last week you 


mentioned several important guides 


to New York City for the World’s | 


i u have failed to note the 
Fat eatlon of New York Panorama 
(Random House; $2.50), which con- 
tains an entire section on the World’s 
Fair, as well as the forthcoming New 
york ‘Guide to the World’s Greatest 
Metropolis,’ publication date of 
which is set by Random House as ap- 
proximately the opening day of the 

rorld’s ir 
World’s Fai Saeanmenmn 

‘rector of Information, Federal 
D writers’ Project in New York 


City. 





Those Dialectic Subtitles 
Milwaukee. 

i VARIETY: 
= is a note that I hope will be 
seen by someone who has something 
to do with the adding of English 
subtitles to the foreign-language mo- 
tion pictures that are exhibited in 
the U. S. A. 

I enjoy many of these films, and 
I think it’s a good tonic to have a 
few of them around. But the sub- 
titles, many of them, are howlers. 
They're not English—let alone Amer- 
ican, but some strange filched-from- 
the-dictionary dialect: the sort of 
thing that twists ‘This is pretty 
funny’ into ‘This is beautiful 
ludicrous.’ 

The four-star prizewinner that 
finally got me to write all of this 
popped up in a current film titled 
‘Der Tiger von Eschnapur.’ Three 
men are in India. They are quarrel- 
ing, and one tells the other two they 
can go their way and he'll go his. 
Then the subtitle runs ‘something 
like this: ‘But you can’t—we've al- 
ways sticked together.. And that 
sticked me. Does it stuck you? 

But producers and distributors of 
foreign-made films might seriously 
go about putting a little more Eng- 
lish on their titles. It wouldn’t hurt 
their popularity a bit. 

C. P. Holway, 

(Cramer-Krasselt Advertising Co.) 





Really Brothers 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Many thanks for your criticism 
and suggestions in Variety of Jan. 
25. 

For your information would like 
to put you at ease on the question 


of brotherhood. The gentleman I 
work with is my brother even 
though we con't look alike. He has 
red hair and no moustache, and I 
have red moustache and no hair. 
Any more information on the act 
will be gladly given at the slightest 


suggestion. 
Jay and Lou Seiler. 





Paging 
St. Louis. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Station KWK, St. Louis, would 
like to know the present where- 
abouts of the following people: 

Art Gillham, the ‘Whispering 
Pianist.’ 

Phillips Carlin, announcer with 
Graham McNamee, 

Redfern Hollingshead of the 
old Majestic Hour. 

Rudy Baie, former singer over 
KWK and-’Fox Theatre in St. 
Louis. 

Clifford Soubier. 

Nick Dawson and Elsie Hitz. 

Vinton Haworth-Jack Arnold 
on Myrt anc Marge. 

Noel Francis. 

Armida. 

Brooke Johns, former master 
of ceremonies at Missouri thea- 
atre, St. Louis. 

Hazel Whitemore, former stock 
company player at old Empress 
theatre in St. Louis. 

Claire M. Harrison, 
Continuity Supervisor. 





Missed From Missing 
San Francisco. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In the box on page 24, issue of 
Jan. 11 headed ‘Missing from Air,’ 
how come Boake Carter’s name was 
not listed among them? 

Walter F. Clapp. 





‘Presumptuous’ WQXR 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Do Messrs. Paley and Sarnoff ever 
feel stirred over what, to an in- 
finitely more humble member of the 
radio industry, appears to be the 
continued presumptuousness of Sta- 
tion WQXR in advertising itself as 
the only station listened to by per- 
sons who hate the radio? 

Should anyone hate radio? It has 
its faults, but on the whole it does 
a swell job. The networks average 
as many fine tyne programs as 
WQXR. 

Annoyed Adman. 





LOUIS K.0.S LEWIS, 
JUST AS EXPECTED 


By JACK PULASKI 


They packed ’em in at Madison 
Square Garden last week and it was 
the first time for two colored fight- 
ers to draw over $100,000 indoors. 
Most matches between men of that 
trace have been virtual waltzes, but 
this was the exception and once the 
Brown Bomber went into action it 
was curtains for the contender. Lit- 
tle more than two minutes and the 
affair was over, the betting bozos 
finally calling the turn by making 
the odds 8 to 1. 


The boys are now steaming up a 
bout between the champ and Tony 
Galento, the clownish strong man 
from Jersey, and it is dated for late 
June. Tony calls every other fight- 
er a bum and thinks maybe he is a 


bum, too. However, Galento can 
sock, 


Some time ago, when sporting men 
were talking over the matter of op- 
Ponents for Louis, Jack Dempsey 
said that John Henry, who was leav- 
ing the light heavyweight division 
would be the man to take the champ. 
Evidently he changed his mind, for 
Jack was quoted more recently as 
Saying that it would be ‘better than 
no fight at all.’ 


Lewis had never been knocked out 
Previously, although he was placed 
On the floor, James J. Braddock turn- 
ing the trick at the Garden several 
years ago. At that time the colored 
Scfapper took a nice count and 
dropped the duke. When Joe Louis 
hit him the contender went down 
but failed to take a count. When he 
— horizontal again, same thing 

4appened and he was felled for the 
third time, The referee then called 
it off. The beaten man stated that he 
Only remembered going down once. 


Louis’ performance emphasizes the 
®uspicion that he was not really try- 
& when the bout with Tommy Farr 
Went the limit, and that probably 
®Pplies also to the affair with Bob 





Stor, back-pedalling exponent.. It, 


an 





also recalls the first fight with Max 
Schmeling, when ringsiders had the 
idea that Joe was making the fight 
last for the pictures, only to get 
tagged and later belted out. 


Regardless of his quick kayo by 
Louis last summer, the Gerrnan is on 
the way back, seeking a third match 
with Joe. Max shot his mouth off 
in Paris before sailing, saying he has 
the Indian sign on the champ but in- 
dications are that Schmeling will 
have to take on some of the newer 
contenders before getting another 
match with Louis, 

Next boxing show at the Garden 
will be staged Friday (3), with Tiger 
Jack Fox and Melio Bettina the 
main-eventers. 





National Anthem 











(Continued from page 1) 





gesture circuit-wide almost three 
months ago. Paramount followed 
shortly thereafter at its Broadway 
deluxer. Loew’s has under con- 
sideration a similar step at the 
Capitol on Broadway, plus its other 
theatres. 


WB reports an unusual amount of 
commendation from organizations, 
newspapers and school authorities 
since distributing the ‘Star Span- 
gled Banner’ reel to all of its the- 
atres. Many of the WB managers 
are leading school children in the 
singing of the Anthem at afternoon 
performances. Reaction has been so 
favorable, exhibitors have deluged 
WB with orders for the clip. Last 
week WB’s Brooklyn Vitaphone 
studio had nearly 200 such requests 
from indies. The clip is being fur- 
nished ’em at cost. 





Tulsa Seeks Carnival Ban 
Tulsa, Jan, 31. 
The city commission is preparing 
an ordinance banning carnivals from 
the city. 
Mayor T. A. Penney has fought 
carnivals for several years. 


VIRGINIA TO HAVE 
21 FAIRS IN FALL 


Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 31. 

A complete fall schedule of 21 
Virginia fairs has been set by the 
Virginia Association of State Fairs. 
The group has reelected Secretary 
C. B. Ralston, of Staunton; Presi- 
dent H. B. Watkins, of Denville, and 
vice-presidents Charles A. Somma, 
of Richmond; T. B. McCaleb, of Cov- 
ington, and R. W. Eanes, of Peters- 
burg. 

Dates follow: 

Page County, Luray, Aug. 22-26; 
Eastern Shore Agricultural, Keller, 
Aug. 29-Sept. 2; Roanok , Sept. 4-9; 
Aileghany County, Covington, Sept. 
11-16; Lynchburg-Madison Heights, 
Sept. 11-16; Franklin County, Rocky 
Mount, Sept. 11-16; Courier-Record, 
Blackstone, Sept. 18-23; Rockbridge 
County, Lexington, Sept. 18-23; 
Five-County, Farmville, Sept. 18-23; 
Northern Neck, Warsaw, Sept. 18- 
23; Botetourt County, Fincastle, 
Sept. 19-23; Halifax Couuty, South 
Boston, Oct. 17-21; Amherst, Am- 
herst, Oct. 2-4; Southside Virginia, 
Petersburg, Oct. 2-7; Danville, Oct. 
12-13; Meckleburg, Chase City, Oct. 
10-14; Emporia, Oct. 24-28, and 
Martinsville, Oct. 16-21, 








Rose Signs For 
N. Y. Fair Show 


After Wrangling 


Billy Rose’s Anuacade at the New 
York World’s * -: is now definitely 
set for the amp...theatre after look- 
ing quite cold last week. Producer 
was ready to pull out of the deal 
when Fair officials demanded that 
his production be part of the book- 
ticket plan, but the matter was 
straightened out. 


Rose’s show, which will have a 
40c admission, will not be in the 
book-tickets as a result of the com- 
promise. Same applies to John Hix’s 
‘Strange as It Seems’ show, which 
will also carry a 40c gate tap. The 
|25c concessions will be in the book. 

Book-ticket plan would have given 
Rose and Hix less than 7c on each 
admission, but Rose insisted that he 
could not operate his show on that 
basis. Producer claimed that the ma- 
jority of the people entering the fair 
will buy the books, with the result 
that most of his attendance would 
comprise 7c admissions. His nut, he 
said, would be much too high for 
him to stand that. 

Book-tickets, it’s estimated, will 
give the concessionaires around one- 
sixth of their boxoffice admission 
price on each sale, 








Radio Insures 
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|name performer is concerned, Great 
| dread of the stars is the dawn of the 
|day when the cold shoulder gives its 
first shrug of indifference. These 
stars know the success-worshipping 
nature of the film moguls. And ra- 
dio at the moment sure impresses 
Hollywood producers. 

A talent purveyor quotes Edward 
G. Robinson (already the radio’s 
highest-paid dramatic actor), as 
crediting the popularity that his 
work on the ‘Big Town’ program has 
brought him with being mainly re- 
sponsible for a huge salary jump on 
pictures that he makes outside the 
Warner Bros. lot. Before he became 
tied up with a steady program, Rob- 
inson’s check for such independent 


film assignments was $40,000. Now) 


it’s a minimum of $100,000 a picture. 
On ‘Big Town’ Robinson gets $5,500 
a program. That’s radio’s top for 
dramatic stars. 


Claire Trevor’s Pull 

In the ranks of film producers, 
Walter Wanger is cited as being sol- 
idly sold on the value of a player’s 
air draw. He is also quoted as hav- 
ing declared that his main reason 
for giving the femme lead in ‘Stage 
Coach’ to Claire Trevor was the box- 
office pull that has accrued to her 
from the connection with this same 
Lever Bros. stanza. 

Another screen celeb who has de- 





veloped a strong affinity for radio 
\for like reasons is Charles Boyer. 
'He thinks that his recent 13-week 


Roosevelt's Air Talk Will Open 
Golden Gate Exposition, Feb. 18 








Canton, O., Jan. 31. 

Sterling (Duke) Drukenbrod has 
been signed as sideshow manager of 
Cole Bros. Circus for 1939. Druken- 
brod started last season with the 
Col. Tim McCoy Wild West show. 
For several seasons he was sideshow 
manager of the Al G. Barnes and 
John Robinson circuses. 

Show opens in Rochester, Ind., 
May 1. 


RINGLING, AFA 
PACT STILL 
UNSIGNED 





Contract between the American 


ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey circus 
is still unsigned, although both sides 
have reached an agreement regard- 
ing opening of show again next sea- 
son. 

Pact is being mulled by Ringling 
attorneys and directors. John Ring- 
ling North, nominal head of the 
circus, is still in Europe, but that’s 
not holding up the signing since di- 
rectors have power to sanction the 
deal in his absence. 


Last season union forced show to 
close prematurely in Scranton, Pa. 
Suit was then filed by union for 
redress to performers, but all this 
has been forgotten with new get- 
together, 





N. Y. Fair Concessionaires 
Name Officers, Open Drive 
For Full Membershi 


Having elected officers last Wed- 
nesday (25), the Concessionaires As- 
sociation of New York World’s Fair 
is making a drive to line up those 
still outside the pale, wanting to pre- 
sent a really united front to Fair 
officials. Also paramount in the 
drive is desire to make for better 
buys all around via a cooperative 
setup. 


One of prime reasons behind move 
is a matter of insurance. By band- 
ing together, boys will be able to get 
reductions on insurance premiums, 
It’s not a group insurance idea, which 
is only for employees, but for pur- 
pose of making a better buy via 
wholesale rates, etc. There are al- 
ready 60 concessionaires set or near- 
ly set for Fair sites. Of foregoing 
number, 30 attended meeting and 
signed up last week. 


Another meet will be held again in 
February, when executive committee 
will be named. Unlike organization 
that functioned at Chicago’s Century 
of Progress shindig, New York group 
wants greater variety in committees 
and officers. In Chi, group was con- 
trolled by restaurant concessionaires, 
a condition that did not work to ad- 
vantage: of all concerned. 


Harry G. Travers was named pres- 
ident, Joseph Rogers, Harry Dash, 
Doce Cooney, vice-presidents; George 
Mott, secretary, and Harry C. Baker, 
treasurer at elections. 


The fair now has 1,406 exhibitors 
who have contracted for space in 
the main exhibit area, with 100% of 
ground space allocated. In the for- 
eign zone, space is also 100% allocated 
to 62 different nations. Same is re- 
ported true of the Amusement (Mid- 
| way) area, with 98 concessions set 
| in some 296 locations. Those include 
eight villages, 16 rides and 10 restau- 
rants besides shows, ‘walk. through,’ 
spectacles and stands. 














flier on the Sunday night Woodbury 
show has gained him a wider fol- 
j|lowing that will reflect itself in a 
big way on the turnover for his sub- 
sequent pictures. Boyer has already 
been re-signed by Woodbury for an- 
other 13-week series starting next 
fall. His new contract gives him 
$4,000 a program, which is $1,000 





original set. 


Drikanbived Soins Cole °| 


| 
| 


Federation of Actors and the Ring- | 


better than he had received for the | 





San Francisco, Jan. 31. 

Ceremonies at noon in the Court 
of the Nations will officially open 
the Golden Gate Internationai Ex- 
position Feb. 18, with President 
Roosevelt’s air speech the high spot 
ef the ceremony. Hymns of a 
massed chorus of 500 voices also will 
feature. Gov. Culbert Olson is ex- 
pected to attend, making his first 
public appearance since his illness. 

Latest announcement in connec- 
| tion with the opening is that there 
| will be an international boat parade, 
| starting from San Francisco and 
passing in review in the Port of the 
Trade Winds on Treasure Island, and 
a giant 18u-fvot ski jump. Finals of 
the championship ski jump will be 
held at night in fhe light of giant 
flares. The ski jump will run for 
10 days. 

Clyde Beatty has arrived to com- 
plete plans for the openi g of his 





circus. The show will run for 41 
| weeks. Atmosphere of the show, in 
| which Beatty will use all of his 
| animals, will be that of a circus, 


with entertainment going on at all 
times. 

Although the exposition manage- 

t has frequently denied rumors 
at there would be any form « 
| gambling, Manager Harris D. Cai 
| nick told radio men last week he 
| wae trying to get the board of di- 
rectors to okay use of Ten-O-Win. 
If Connick’s plan goes through, the 
|game will have concessionnaires 
| contributing to cash awards, which 
will not be larger than $20. There 
| is also seme talk of an occasional 
| automobile being tossed in during 
| some of the spins. 
| A new California commission for 
the International Golden Gate Ex- 
| position, which opens Feb. 18, was 
| anncunced last week by Gov. Cul- 
| bert L. Olson. George Creel and 
A. P. Giannini were the only com- 
missioners retained on the board of 
25. 

In ousting the 23 other members 
Olso:: euph«asized that there was no 
| evidence o1 .,°ste4? money or inten. 

tion. to open an investigation. He 
| pointed out he was responsible for 
ithe expenditure of $5,000,000 ap- 
propriated by the legislature and is 
entitled to have his own appointees 
| determine policies. Approximately 
| one-half of the State appropriation 
has been spent by the old board. 


| 





} 
| 





$1,322,490 Budget 
Sacramenio, Jan. 31. 

The new California Commission 
for the Golden Gate International 
Exposition, appointed by Gov. Olson, 
will have only about $1,323,496 to 
spend before the end of the fair, 
which opens this month. F, M. Mc- 
Auliffe, retiring chairman of the 
commission appointed by Gov. Frank 
Merriam to administer the $5,000,000 
voted by the state legislature, ree 
ported that amount is .<?t. Gov. 
Olson appointed new members for 
all but two posts of the 23 on the 
Commission. 





Washington, Jan. 31. 

Daniel C. Roper, former Secretary 
of Commerce, will be President 
Roosevelt’s personal emissary to the 
San Francisco Golden Gate Expo- 
sition. Roper, who recently re- 
signed his Cabinet post, was chair. 
man of the U. S. Golden Gate Com- 
mission until replaced by Harry 
Hopkins, the present Commerce 
Secretary. 

President Poosevelt will open the 
fair with a radio address on Feb. 18 
to the 200,000 visitors expected to be 
present on the first day. He will 
visit the exposition in person, after 
the adjournment of Corgress, he an- 
nounced last week. 


New London’s Beach 
Park Plan Hits Snag 


New London, Jan. 31, 

Plans for transforming the Oceen 
Beach amusement park into a resort 
have become stalemated. Resort 
was almost completely destroyed by 
the hurricane last September. 

City has already paid $7,500 for a 
plan, submitted by W. Earle An- 
drews and A. Kenneth Morgan, 
World’s Fair consulting engineeys, 
which esitiates cost of developing 
the properties at $2,100,000. Plans 
call for the purchasing of the prop- 
erty by the city. 
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CRIME SCOOP! 


... Straight from the amazing pages of J. Edgar 
Hoover’s “Persons in Hiding’ comes the true 


lelaieisisiteatteemeciai ites aee 





E0088 HOOVER story of the beautiful, dangerous woman who sold 
out the man she loved for a fur coat and a bottle of perfume! 























««é‘PERSONS IN HIDING’ is from J. Edgar 


" She’s the womarr 
Hoover's book of the same name. That is the - . “behind ‘the man 


behind th to 
ace line of copy for any showman’s advertis- de e gun: 


ing campaign. If they don’t come in to see _ = 
this picture, there is no use in making any 


more gang films.” . . - Motion Picture Daily — 


“Unquestionably top-of-the-bill quality from 
every angle. The real authenticated article, | 
All other previous excursions into this field a : 2 Pm 


have been ordinary ‘cops and robbers’ stuff.” 


. » Hollywood Reporter 


“One of the most gripping and entertaining 


mellers to come forward in many a moon.” 


Adapted from J. EDGAR HOOVER'S’ 


‘PERSONS IN HIDING’ § 


LYNNE OVERMAN- PATRICIA MORISON- J. CARROL NAISH. JUDITH BARRETT 


A Paramount Picture . Directed by LOUIS KING - Screen Play by William R Lipman and Horace McCoy 


er 











